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Bill Gilmer, director at the Institute for Regional Forecasting at the Bauer College of Business at 
the University of Houston, said even businesses that don't say "oil" on the door could be hurting 
thanks to falling oil prices. 
 
Suzanne Edwards 
Reporter- Houston Business Journal 

Certainly low oil prices have hit Houston oil and gas jobs, but not all jobs are created equal. 
There are certain levels and functions within the broadly affected sectors that are more at risk 
than others, according to a recent metro-area forecast from the University of Houston. 

"Right at the top of the list, you have oil producers and oilfield services," said Bill Gilmer, 
director at the Institute for Regional Forecasting at the University of Houston's Bauer College of 
Business. But it's not just the obvious — it's also consultants and other providers of professional 
services located in west Houston that are at risk. 
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"The scientific and consulting jobs — it may not say 'oil' on the door, but that's the work they're 
doing," said Gilmer. 

Gilmer and his team used a simple formula to measure the concentration of various job types in 
Houston and then forecasted which of the high-concentration jobs are hyper vulnerable while 
current market conditions persist. 

The figures in the left-hand column of the accompanying chart are calculated by taking a sector's 
percentage of total employment in Houston and dividing it by a sector's percentage of total 
employment nationwide.  If the figure is greater than one, that shows there is a high 
concentration of jobs in that particular sector in Houston.  For example, the figure is 3.44 for oil 
and gas in Houston, reflecting a very high concentration of jobs in that sector. 

The jobs in red are the most at risk, and the jobs in green are the least at risk. Coincidentally, 
the majority of at-risk jobs, particularly white-collar, at-risk jobs, are in west Houston. 

Houston has 366,786 jobs in the red zone, 784,097 in the red or yellow zone and 207,437 in the 
green zone. 

A breakdown of Houston's at-risk jobs during the oil price downturn: 
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Suzanne Edwards covers money and law for the Houston Business Journal.  
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