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Pair of LPPD officers recognized for Valor 
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La Porte Officers Cameron Briscoe (center) and Michael Harness (right) 
presented with Medals of Valor from Chief Kenith Adcox

Two La Porte Police Officers were recently recognized for their bravery by Police Chief Ken Adcox.  Chief Adcox presented Officer Cameron Briscoe and Michael Harness with the Department’s Medal of Valor on July 31st during a formal awards ceremony, noting the officer’s willingness to risk their own lives in an attempt to save others.  

The incident in question took place during the early morning hours of May 24th, when the two officers were dispatched to a house in La Porte’s Fairmont East subdivision.  As La Porte Fire, Police, and EMS responded, four of the six residents within the home were able to escape the home within a short period of time, including two adults and two children.  However, two additional juveniles, sleeping on the second floor, had not yet made it out of the home upon arrival of the first two police officers.

Without concern for personal safety, La Porte Officer Cameron Briscoe immediately entered the smoke filled residence and began climbing the internal stairway, in an attempt to locate the pair.  Unfortunately, smoke and fire were already billowing toward the downstairs area, making both sight and breathing impossible.  

As Briscoe was inside of the home, K-9 Officer Michael Harness collected an elevated ladder from a neighbor and attempted to gain entry to the upstairs rooms by breaking out an exterior second-floor window.  Both officers were eventually overcome by heat, smoke, and the lack of oxygen and were forced to retreat.  As a result of staying in the smoke-filled areas for extended periods, both officers required treatment by La Porte EMS (LPEMS) for smoke inhalation, but remained on-scene continuing their duties for several more hours.    

[bookmark: _GoBack]The La Porte Fire Department quickly arrived and distinguished the flames. Emergency services personnel were then able to reenter and search the home, sadly learning that the two children had perished in the fire.  While acknowledging the tragic nature of the incident, Chief Adcox asked that the officers take solace knowing that they had performed valiantly, doing their very best to serve and protect the members of the La Porte community. 
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