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  Pharmacy burglar caught by La Porte Police in ceiling of adjacent business

Minutes before noon on Sunday August 16th, La Porte Police received a call of a potential burglary, in a strip center pharmacy, located in the 1300 block of La Porte’s West Fairmont Parkway.  The caller, identifying themselves as the business owner of the pharmacy, advised that they were watching the burglar break into their business, via remote video monitor, as they were at their home in northwest Houston.  

La Porte Patrol units arrived on scene within minutes of the call and surrounded the pharmacy, as well as the entire multi-unit strip center facility.  As police arrived, the owners advised police dispatch that the suspect had entered a room containing the business safe, then cutting various electrical and alarm systems, with the eventual dismantling of the remote video system. 

Several surrounding police officers from neighboring agencies, as well as deputy constables, aided in further perimeter securement as a portion of La Porte’s S.W.A.T. team formed a react squad, which made plans to flush out the suspect.  With access assistance from various business owners, and after ensuring all citizens were safely evacuated from the entire complex, the La Porte team began systematically inspecting and clearing the pharmacy, and neighboring business.  

After a series of holes was discovered, leading through adjacent business walls from the pharmacy, Baytown Police K-9 responded to the scene, and aided team members in searching a total of 5 additional businesses, until the suspect was eventually found hiding above a set of damaged ceiling tiles.   

Following nearly three hours hiding in the ceiling area, 31 year-old Wesley Hicks of Houston, came down on his own accord and was placed in custody.  Due to extreme temperatures in the attic area, La Porte EMS confirmed his health and safety, at which point Hicks was transported to the La Porte Jail where he will face burglary charges.  Investigators remain working on the case at this time.  
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