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LPPD offers tips when withdrawing money 
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Banks and Credit Unions frequently allow substantial withdrawals without extra security procedures  

Although a large amount of financial transactions have now become computerized processes, several scenarios remain where a person may need to withdraw a large sum of cash from their local bank or credit union.  And while surveillance cameras are in place at such facilities, there are no extra security measures in place when you leave the parking lot, and begin running additional errands.  Because of this reality, many thieves lie in wait and prey on those who leave cash in unattended vehicles.  Two such incidents have occurred in the La Porte area in the past several weeks.

La Porte Police Department officials typically advise motorists to follow the lock, take, hide method in most cases, wherein your car doors are locked, valuables are removed from your car, and obvious valuable items are hidden from plain view.  However, in the case of cash being withdrawn from a financial institution, and left in an unattended car, such methods are limited if a criminal observed you withdraw the cash, and followed you to a stopping point.  Thus, locking and hiding become limited if a crook knows there’s a potential for money to be located inside of your vehicle.  Therefore, LPPD stresses the final method remaining – take the money with you if you leave your car unattended.  This begins after you leave the bank or credit union, and should continue until you reach home or have reached the destination where the money will transfer hands. Placement in a discreet bag or pouch is an additional method, as thieves will not know the extent of the funds you have withdrawn.  The best security method, however, may be to look for alternatives to withdrawing significant sums of cash in the first place.  These methods may include utilizing electronic wire transfers or obtaining a cashier’s check instead of withdrawing large sums of cash.

A criminal is much less likely to confront persons in public parking lots, where people and cameras are often prevalent, as opposed to quickly breaking a small portion of vehicle glass and rummaging through an unattended parked car.  Using your trunk is yet another method for storing cash, as it is much more difficult and obvious to bystanders should a thief try to steal money from your car.  
These tips are but a few of the ways to ensure your money remains in your possession.  However, the final – and most important – tip, is to simply drive directly to the place where the cash will be needed, and make whatever payment necessary right away.  Thieves cannot steal what is no longer in your car.  For more information on theft and burglary prevention, please contact the La Porte Police Department’s Support Services Division at 281-842-3118, or log onto the LPPD website at http://laportetx.gov/670/Police-Department.
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