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Acquaintance shooting leaves one in hospital, 
one facing charges



Shortly after 1:00 a.m., on Monday morning October 19th, La Porte Police responded to the 11400 block of North P Street in reference to a male who had been shot in the abdomen. Upon further investigation, it was discovered that the victim had been shot by his friend while the pair stood in the roadway within the 11800 block of the same street.  There were several witnesses to the event and the subject fled the scene prior to the officer’s arrival.  The victim was quickly transported to an area hospital for treatment.

The event stemmed from a trio of early 20-year old friends attending a party in nearby Baytown, when an ongoing argument from earlier in the night escalated as the group travelled back to the La Porte/Deer Park area.  Initial reports indicate that the intensified portion of the argument stemmed from the victim’s request for a ride home, and the suspects reluctance to agree - primarily because the pair had been arguing off and on for the duration of the party. Finally, as a result of coaxing by the victim’s girlfriend, the later suspect agreed to take the victim home on the condition that the victim would ride in the truck bed.  

Intoxicated, the later shooter allowed the victim’s girlfriend to drive the group home, but as the victim and suspect continued making comments back and forth from the truck’s cab and bed, the suspect became frustrated to the point where he reached his foot across the vehicle cab and slammed on the brakes.  With the vehicle stopped, both males exited the truck and began fighting in the middle of the roadway. Moments into the fight, 20 year old Cody Ratliff reached into his pocket, produced a .22 caliber revolver, and shot the victim.  Ratliff then tossed the gun along the roadside and left the scene in his vehicle.     

While La Porte Police were initially unable to locate Ratliff, he was later encountered by Baytown police for an unrelated matter, and was turned over to LPPD investigators. Charges for Aggravated Assault were subsequently accepted by the Harris County District Attorney’s Office and Ratliff was booked into the County Jail.  
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