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Minutes after 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday evening, October 20th, 37 year-old La Porte Officer Jeff Dalton conducted a traffic stop for speeding along the road shoulder within the southbound lanes of La Porte’s State Highway 146, near the exit to Barbours Cut Boulevard.  Within the initial minutes of the stop, a Chevy Tahoe, occupied by a mother and infant, left the main traffic lanes of the roadway and veered onto the shoulder, striking the rear of Dalton’s patrol unit.  As a result of the patrol unit surging forward, Dalton was struck and landed along the vehicle hood, later making contact with the Tahoe and eventually falling to the ground. The patrol unit then continued forward and struck the Chevy Malibu which Dalton had originally stopped, whereupon all three vehicles came to rest along the shoulder of the roadway.  

Several La Porte patrol officers, La Porte EMS, and Deputies from Harris County Precinct #8 Constable Office responded to the scene.  PHI and Lifeflight were both summoned as well, but due to LPEMS’ prompt arrival, the Officer was quickly transported to an area hospital.  Fortunately, after a few hours in the hospital for examination and observation, Dalton was released during the morning hours.

Members of LPPD and PCT #8 evaluated the accident scene, with PCT #8 taking the investigation lead.  While the investigation is ongoing, an on-scene Drug Recognition Expert evaluation suggested the striking motorist was not intoxicated or in any altered state, rather distracted as a result of the infant in the vehicle.  While the officer was transported and later released, the four passengers in the Malibu and the pair in the Tahoe, were evaluated on scene by LPEMS and released from the site of the crash. Deputies from PCT #8 are finalizing reconstruction efforts at this time.
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