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Acts of violence and vandalism have been a steadily increasing at various places of worship across the country, however, constructive planning and interaction among faith-based groups and other community organizations has been shown to significantly reduce the likelihood and destructive nature of such incidents.  To help foster solid relationships such as these, members of LPPD and other representatives from area faith-based organizations recently attended a special training course in the 1st week of October to examine topics concerning safety and security in places of worship.

For the training course, La Porte Police Support Service representatives, Sergeant Lee Stewart and Officer Roger Gonzalez, were joined by Pastor and police chaplain Wendell Gill of La Porte’s First Baptist Church, as well as Minister Kelvin Devereaux of La Porte’s Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. The group’s attendance was based on the reality that safety and security is becoming increasingly important for churches, synagogues and faith-based service providers. 

Course attendees were exposed to the unfortunate reality that today’s churches, synagogues, temples, and other venues simply must be prepared for a variety of threats and crisis situations, such as medical emergencies, domestic violence, child care protection, disruptive or violent visitors, and preparing for a safe mission trip. Such topics are significant, as National statistics reveal that 44 percent of churches with more than 200 attendees do not have a formal security program in place for their congregation during worship services.
 
The four La Porte representatives learned about the importance of developing a safety/security policy and a child protection policy, as well as being able to recognize high risk areas in their place of worship and offices. Attendees were also guided in developing a church/synagogue/temple security assessment checklist that includes persons and property defense, financial safeguards, transportation security and mission team protection. 

During the coming months, these trained police and community representatives will begin meeting with members from each of the churches and other faith-based organizations located within the City of La Porte, sharing lessons learned and helping each organization to implement an appropriate security plan.
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