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2015 Accident – La Porte Police Car struck on S.H. 146

Over 10 years ago, in September of 2003, Texas residents were informed about a new requirement for highway drivers. The state’s Move Over/Slow Down law requires drivers to either move over or slow down when approaching police officers and other emergency vehicles stopped along road shoulders with their overhead lights flashing.  Nevertheless, the problem of motorists driving at posted or even excessive speeds, while passing stopped police cars, remains an all-too-frequent event. 

Expanded, 2011 & 2013, guidelines for the Move Over law also require motorists to move out of the lane closest to any Police, Fire, EMS, Tow truck, or TXDOT vehicle when possible, or reduce their speed to 20 miles per hour below the posted limit. 

If a highway does not offer multiple lanes, the driver must slow down to 20 mph below the posted limit. On highways with posted speed limits of 25 miles per hour or less, drivers must reduce their speed to 5 miles per hour. Violators can be fined up to $2,000 for failure to comply.  As La Porte Officers remain vigilant in their efforts to keep area roadways safe, violators who compromise the safety of both officers and other motorists will be cited.

The depicted image is the result of a La Porte officer making a traffic stop along State Highway 146, over 10 feet from the roadway, yet a distracted driver veered off the roadway and struck both the officer and the police vehicle.  La Porte Police Department, therefore, asks that area motorists keep the safety of all emergency personnel in mind while driving – and move over. 
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