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Citizen accidentally discharges pistol on Main Street, 
injures two

Jeffery Gilliam

01/25/1988

On Saturday afternoon, July 23rd, La Porte officers were dispatched to the 200 
block of West Main Street in reference to a call of an accidental shooting. Upon 
arrival, officers met with the victim who had received a wound to the top of his left
foot. The victim advised that he was attending a sidewalk sale in the area and 
began discussing handguns with the subject.   The subject then un-holstered and 
unloaded a pistol from his waist and began showing the victim the weapon’s 
custom made grips. Then, as the weapon owner attempted to reload and re-holster 
his weapon, he accidentally discharged it.  The bullet struck the sidewalk and the 
victim’s foot was struck by bullet fragments. The victim was then transported to a 
local hospital by La Porte Emergency Medical Services for further treatment.  
Small bullet fragments also struck another female customer in the area, causing 
very minor injuries, not requiring medical treatment.

La Porte police officers identified the weapon owner as 28 year old Jeffery Gilliam
of La Porte, and seized the .45 caliber pistol.  Officers then contacted the Harris 
County District Attorney`s Office, whereupon a charge of Aggravated Assault 
(reckless) was accepted against the subject, who was subsequently placed in the 
Harris County Jail.


