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CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA

Notice is hereby given of a Regular Meeting of the La Porte City Council to be held June 22, 2020, 
beginning at 6:00 PM in the City Hall Council Chambers, 604 West Fairmont Parkway, La Porte, Texas, for 
the purpose of considering the following agenda items. All agenda items are subject to action. 
Social distancing protocols will be in effect in the Council Chambers.

Remote participation is available, also. Attend via a screen using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81308467354?pwd=elkwbHpNNWtsMHhOS2RrRjFBak5QQT09 . Join by phone 
at 877-853-5257 or 888-475-4499. The meeting ID is 813 0846 7354. The password is 483415.

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. INVOCATION  – The invocation will be given by Pastor Brian Raney, Fairmont Park Church.
PLEDGES  – Will be led by Councilperson Brandon Lunsford.
U.S. Flag
Texas Flag: Honor the Texas Flag. I pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state, under God, one,
and indivisible.

3. CITIZEN COMMENT  (Generally limited to five minutes per person; in accordance with state law, the time
may be reduced if there is a high number of speakers or other considerations.)

4. CONSENT AGENDA  (Approval of Consent Agenda items authorizes each to be implemented in accordance
with staff recommendations provided. An item may be removed from the consent agenda and added to the
Statutory Agenda for full discussion upon request by a member of the Council present at this meeting.)
(a) Approve the minutes of the June 8, 2020, City Council meeting. [Mayor Rigby]
(b) Accept a dedication deed from Bayway Homes, Inc. to the City of La Porte, Texas, of a public

alley right-of-way to be situated in Block 103, Town of La Porte, located between N. 6th Street
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive. [Ian Clowes, City Planner]

(c) Approve BuyBoard Contract 610-20 for acquisition of EMS Medical Supplies. [Lisa Camp,
EMS Chief]

(d) Award Bid #20011 for the Broadway Trail Lighting Project Phase 1 to Leggio Electric in the
amount of $349,000.00, and approve a project contingency of $34,900.00, for a total
authorization of $383,900.00. [Rosalyn Epting, Director of Parks & Recreation]

(e) Authorize the City Manager to issue a letter of intent to Mac Haik Dodge Chrysler Jeep to
purchase an Ambulance Module with a Dodge Ram 4500 Chassis in the 2020-2021 Fiscal
Year under a BuyBoard contract. [Lisa Camp, EMS Chief]

(f) Approve an interlocal agreement between Harris County and the City of La Porte for local bus
transit services for twelve- (12-) month term. [Jason Weeks, Assistant City Manager]

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ASSOCIATED ORDINANCES



(a) The City Council will hold a public hearing to receive comments regarding a recommendation
by the Planning and Zoning Commission to adopt Ordinance 2020-3790 amending the Code
of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, Chapter 106 “Zoning“ by granting Special Conditional
Use Permit #20-91000002, to allow for a floral shop and tea room use to locate on a 0.75-
acre tract of land, legally described as a portion of Lots 3 & 4, and a portion of Tract 5, Block
2, Payne W J Survey in the Planned Unit Development (PUD) zoning district; followed by
discussion and possible action to consider adopting Ordinance 2020-3790 amending the
Code of Ordinances of the City of La Porte, Chapter 106 “Zoning“ by granting Special
Conditional Use Permit #20-91000002 to allow for a floral shop and tea room use to locate on
a 0.75-acre tract of land, legally described as a portion of Lots 3 & 4, and a portion of Tract 5,
Block 2, Payne W J Survey in the Planned Unit Development (PUD) zoning district. [Ian
Clowes, City Planner]

6. STATUTORY AGENDA
(a) Receive an Annual Presentation from the Economic Alliance Houston Port Region. [Ryan

Cramer, Economic Development Coordinator]

(b) Presentation, discussion and possible approval of a Sublease Agreement between Tri-Star
Aviation Inc. and Brandon Lunsford / Garden of Eden for the operation of a restaurant/flower
shop on the La Porte Municipal Airport. [Corby Alexander, City Manager]

(c) Presentation, discussion, and possible action to provide staff direction on the Parks,
Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan. [Rosalyn Epting, Director of Parks & Recreation]

(d) Presentation, discussion, and possible action regarding Ordinance 2020-3791, authorizing the
Mayor to enter into an agreement with Fairmont Park West HOA for the lease of swimming
pool at Fairmont Park West, from June 22, 2020, to December 31, 2020. [Corby Alexander,
City Manager]

7. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS
• Drainage and Flooding Committee meeting, July 13
• City Council meeting, July 13
• Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, July 16
• Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting, July 23

8. COUNCIL COMMENT Hear announcements concerning matters appearing on the agenda; items of
community interest; and/or inquiries of staff regarding specific factual information or existing policy
from the Mayor, Councilmembers, and City staff, for which no formal action will be discussed or
taken.

9. ADJOURN

If, during the course of the meeting and discussion of any items covered by this notice, City Council determines that a Closed or
Executive Session of the Council is required, then such closed meeting will be held as authorized by Texas Government Code,
Chapter 551, Section 551.071 - consultation with counsel on legal matters; Section 551.072 - deliberation regarding purchase,
exchange, lease or value of real property; Section 551.073 - deliberation regarding a prospective gift; Section 551.074 - personnel
matters regarding the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or
employee; Section 551.076 - implementation of security personnel or devices; Section 551.087 - deliberation regarding economic
development negotiation; Section 551.089 - deliberation regarding security devices or security audits, and/or other matters as
authorized under the Texas Government Code. If a Closed or Executive Session is held in accordance with the Texas Government
Code as set out above, the City Council will reconvene in Open Session in order to take action, if necessary, on the items
addressed during Executive Session.

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need auxiliary aids or services are requested to contact the
City Secretary's office (281-470-5019), two working days prior to the meeting for appropriate arrangements.

CERTIFICATE
I, Lee Woodward, City Secretary, do hereby certify that a copy of the June 22, 2020, City Council agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin
board, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and to the City's website, www.LaPorteTX.gov, in
compliance with Chapter 551, Texas Government Code.



DATE OF POSTING
TIME OF POSTING
TAKEN DOWN

Lee Woodward

Lee Woodward, City Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE  

JUNE 8, 2020 
 

The City Council of the City of La Porte met in a regular meeting on Monday, June 8, 2020, at the City 
Hall Council Chambers, 604 West Fairmont Parkway, La Porte, Texas, at 6:00 p.m., with the following in 
attendance: 
 
Councilmembers present:  Louis Rigby, Brandon Lunsford, Steve Gillett, Danny Earp, Chuck Engelken, Bill 

Bentley, Thomas Garza, Jay Martin, Nancy Ojeda 
Councilmembers absent:  None 
Council-appointed officers present:  Corby Alexander, City Manager; Lee Woodward, City Secretary; Clark 

T. Askins, Assistant City Attorney 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Rigby called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2.  INVOCATION AND PLEDGES - The invocation was given by Minister Arthetta Hepburn of Pleasant Hill 

Baptist Church and pledges were led by Councilperson Steve Gillett. 
 
3.  PRESENTATIONS, PROCLAMATIONS, AND RECOGNITIONS 

a. Recognition of Neil Courtney, Employee of the Quarter [Mayor Louis R. Rigby] 
 

4.  CITIZEN COMMENT (Generally limited to five minutes per person; in accordance with state law, the 
time may be reduced if there is a high number of speakers or other considerations.) 

 
Mike Patterson of Fairmont Park asked to meet with the City next week about a way to open the pool. Jami 
Rodriguez, Kellyn O’Brien, and Susie Smith spoke in support of opening the pool. Deborah Arrona thanked 
the City for approving last week’s I Can’t Breathe peaceful protest parade permit.  

 
5.  CONSENT AGENDA (Approval of Consent Agenda items authorizes each to be implemented in 

accordance with staff recommendations provided. An item may be removed from the consent agenda 
and added to the Statutory Agenda for full discussion upon request by a member of the Council 
present at this meeting.) 

 
a. Approve the minutes of the special meetings held on May 9 and May 16 and the regular meeting 

held on May 11, 2020. [Mayor Louis R. Rigby] 
b. Authorize the City Manager to execute a professional services agreement with Lockwood, 

Andrews, & Newnam, Inc. for engineering design services in connection with the Northside 
Neighborhood Drainage Improvement Project, in the amount of $58,541.00. [Ray Mayo, Public 
Works Director] 
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c. Award Bid #20009 Rehabilitation of Sanitary Sewer Project to Vortex Companies for approximate 
quantities and authorize an expenditure for purchase orders in an amount not to exceed the 
fiscal year budget. [Ray Mayo, Public Works Director] 

d. Reject the proposals received for Request for Proposal #20504 Fleet Maintenance Software, to 
allow re-posting. [Ray Mayo, Public Works Director] 

e. Award Bid #20012 Annual Asphalt Overlay Project to Angel Brothers Enterprises Ltd. for 
approximate quantities and authorize a total expenditure for purchase orders in an amount not 
to not exceed $630,000.00, as budgeted. [Ray Mayo, Public Works Director] 

f. Adopt Resolution 2020-10 accepting all of Volume 1 and the City's portion of Volume 2 of the 
Harris County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Action Plan. [Kristin Gauthier, Emergency Management 
Coordinator] 

g. Adopt Resolution 2020-11 authorizing the resale of tax delinquent property described as Lot 23, 
Block 87, Bayfront Addition, Town of La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer] 

h. Adopt Resolution 2020-12 authorizing the resale of tax delinquent property described as Lots 21 
and 22, Block 96, of the Town of La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer] 

i. Adopt Resolution 2020-13 authorizing the resale of tax delinquent property described as Lot 29, 
Block 90, of the Town of La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer] 

j. Adopt Resolution 2020-14 authorizing the resale of tax delinquent property described as Lot 1, 
2, 3 & 4, Block 83, of the Town of La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer] 

k. Adopt Resolution 2020-15 authorizing execution and delivery of a replacement Tax Resale Deed 
to Zion Baptist Church for the tax resale property described as Lots 27 and 28, Block 90, Town 
of La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer] 

 
Councilperson Engelken moved to approve the consent agenda; the motion was adopted, 9-0. 

 
6.   STATUTORY AGENDA 

a. Adopt Resolution 2020-06 authorizing the resale of tax delinquent property described as Tract 
1: Lots 1-4, Block 1132, La Porte; Tract 2: Lots 25-28, Block 1132, La Porte; Tract 3: Lots 29- 30, 
Block 1132, La Porte; and Tract 4: Lots 31-32, Block 1132, La Porte. [Shelley Wolny, Treasurer] 
 
Councilperson Garza moved to approve a bid by Micah Christian to acquire a tax resale property 
described as Tract 1: Lots 1-4, Block 1132, La Porte; Tract 2: Lots 25-28, Block 1132, La Porte; Tract 
3: Lots 29- 30, Block 1132, La Porte; and Tract 4: Lots 31-32, Block 1132, La Porte, according to the 
map or plat thereof filed in the Real Property Records of Harris County, Texas, Account numbers 024-
199-032-0001, 024-199-032-0025, 024-199-032-0029, and 024-199-032-0031; the motion was 
adopted, 9-0. 

 
b. Presentation, discussion, and possible action regarding a petition by land owners for 

disannexation of a 4.8635-acre tract of land and a 3.8135-acre tract of land, both situated in the 
Enoch Brinson League, Abstract 5, Harris County, Texas. [Corby Alexander, City Manager] 
 
Councilperson Garza moved to instruct staff not to move forward with the deannexation at this time of a 
tract of land containing 4.8635 acres (211,856 square feet), situated in the Enoch Brinson League, 
Abstract 5, Harris County, Texas, being a portion of a called 13.967 acre tract of land conveyed unto 
Crenshaw Real Properties II Ltd. by deed recorded under County Clerk’s File No. 20070706637 of the 
Official Public Records of Harris County, Texas and a tract of land containing 3.811 acres, being the 
same as a called 3.8135 acre tract as recorded in Harris County Clerk’s File No. 20100329409, being 
located in the Enoch Brinson Survey, Abstract Number 5 Harris County, Texas; the motion was adopted, 
9-0. 
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c. Authorize staff to repurpose funds budgeted as the City's 25% cost-share towards the Texas 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (THMGP) and authorize staff to move forward with the 
Brookglen Drainage Improvements Project, Bayside Terrace Improvements Project, and F101-
06-00 Pipeline Corridor Improvements Project, as recommended by the La Porte Drainage and 
Flooding Committee. [Ray Mayo, Public Works Director] 
 
Councilperson Martin moved to approve the Council Drainage Committee’s recommendation and 
authorize staff to repurpose the funds budgeted as the City’s 25% cost-share (towards the HMGP Grant) 
and allow staff move forward with the respective projects, as intended, despite not receiving grant funds 
associated with the Texas Division of Emergency Management’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
(HMGP); the motion was adopted, 9-0. 

 
d. Presentation, discussion, and possible action to provide City staff with direction for scheduling 

and holding of summer events. [Corby Alexander, City Manager] 
 
Councilperson Ojeda moved to direct the City Manager to proceed with summer activities in accordance 
with the staff recommendations presented; the motion was adopted, 9-0. 

 
7.  REPORTS 

a. Update on Needs Assessment for the Public Works Service Center. [Ray Mayo, Public Works 
Director] 
 
Chris Casey, an architect with Huitt-Zollars, provided a presentation on the needs assessment.  

 
b. Report on the General Fund long range financial plan as updated with sales tax forecast 

information provided by the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC). [Michael Dolby, Director 
of Finance] 
 
Mr. Dolby provided a report. 

 
c. Risk Management and Safety Program Update (as requested by Councilperson Engelken). [Matt 

Hartleib, HR Manager] 
 
Mr. Hartleib shared an update. 

 
d. Building Maintenance Update (as requested by Mayor Pro-tem Bentley and Councilpersons 

Engelken and Gillett). [Corby Alexander, City Manager; Roz Epting, Director of Parks & 
Recreation; and Jason Weeks, Assistant City Manager] 
 
Mr. Weeks discussed the proposal with the Council. 

 
e. Staffing Needs and Update. [Corby Alexander, City Manager; Matt Hartleib, HR Manager] 

 
Mr. Hartleib recounted the positions to be considered for the budget. Without objection, the Council 
directed the City Manager to provide information on the fire positions, but there was general support for 
the recommendations as presented. 

 
f. Receive report on the Drainage and Flooding Committee meeting. [Councilperson Martin] 

 
Councilperson Martin said the Committee received updates from staff, the Harris County Flood Control 
District, and the City of Pasadena. He added that the Committee would meet again on July 13. 
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g. Receive report on the Fiscal Affairs Committee meeting. [Councilperson Engelken] 

 
Councilperson Engelken noted the Committee had reviewed purchasing card expenditures and the 
second quarter investment report. 

 
8.  ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

• Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, June 18 

• City Council meeting, June 22 

• City Council meeting, July 13 

• City Council meeting, July 27 
 

City Manager Corby Alexander said there were no reports. 
 
9.  COUNCIL COMMENT Hear announcements concerning matters appearing on the agenda; items of 

community interest; and/or inquiries of staff regarding specific factual information or existing policy 
from the Mayor, Councilmembers, and City staff, for which no formal action will be discussed or 
taken. 

 
Councilpersons asked about the direction given to Fairmont Park West regarding the pool, urged the pool’s 
opening for this summer, and asked that a longer term solution be determined; noted positive impressions 
of last week’s protest parade and event and thanked the organizers, participants, staff, and area law 
enforcement who made it a positive and peaceful event, and also thanking Mrs. Arrona for her public 
comment on the same; fondly remembered former Assistant City Manager John Joerns upon his passing 
and offered condolences to his family; congratulated Neil Courtney on his award; recognized the staff for 
their informative presentations tonight; offered appreciation to departments such as Public Works, IT, and 
the LPPD for all they do; asked for additional Harris County Transit bus stop shelters; thanked Parks for the 
animal shade structure; asked Chief Deardorff to review the provisions of #8CantWait policies concerning 
public safety; challenged others to take time to clean out their hearts of any socially prejudicial feelings while 
they clean for COVID; expressed displeasure that the Memorial Day meeting was cancelled, making tonight’s 
meeting longer; and urged increased accessibility to materials discussed at Council meetings. 
 

10.  ADJOURN – Without objection, Mayor Rigby adjourned the meeting at 10:37 p.m. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Lee Woodward, City Secretary 
 



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Ian Clowes, City Planner  

Department: Planning and Development  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Dedication Deed  

     Area Map 

     Survey & Original Closure Ordinance  

     Proposed Utility Layout 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 

Charles Anders; on behalf of Bayway Homes, owner; is requesting to dedicate a 
previously closed public alley back to the City. The alley is located within Block 103, 
Town of La Porte. This alley runs north and south and is situated between N. 6th Street 
and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive.  
 
The alley had previously been abandoned by the City in 1963, on request of the La 
Porte Independent School District (LPISD) to facilitate the construction of their 
maintenance facility. Bayway Homes has since purchased the property from LPISD 
with plans to construct duplex homes on the site. They wish to dedicate the alley back 
to the City and locate the required public utilities within the public alley. 
 
The developer has coordinated with Public Works on placement of a proposed sanitary 
sewer main within the proposed alley. Considering that utility placement within alleys is 
consistent with utility placement within the surrounding area, Public Works offers no 
objection to a proposed sanitary sewer extension within the proposed alley. There is an 
existing water main along N 6th street to provide water service to the properties along 
N 6th Street. A water main extension will be required in order to provide water service 
to the properties along N 5th Street, but the water main extension is anticipated to be 
constructed within the N 5th Street right-of-way. 

 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: N/A 
 

Account Number: N/A 
 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 
 

Amount Requested: N/A 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



 
     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Lisa Camp, Chief   

Department: Emergency Medical Services  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits:  Contract Conf irmation f rom BuyBoard  

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

On April 13, 2015, City Council approved the purchase of medical supplies and 

pharmaceuticals from Bound Tree Medical under the terms of an interlocal purchasing 
agreement between the City of La Porte and the City of Houston, this contract has 

exhausted all its renewals. The Purchasing Department has reached out several  times 
to City of Houston to continue the interlocal agreement with their new contract with 
Bound Tree but has not received any of the required documents from the City of 

Houston. 

Bound Tree Medical is a BuyBoard vendor and was awarded a contract for medical 

supplies and pharmaceuticals for the effective date of June 1, 2020 through May 31, 
2023.  BuyBoard is a Texas Local Government Purchasing Cooperative that provides 
public agencies the opportunity to comply with bidding requirements by utilizing their 

bid process. Agencies that utilize BuyBoard contracts also receive a 2% rebate on all 
purchases and also save administrative costs by alleviating the bid process.   

 
The recommendation is to utilize the BuyBoard contract 610-20 with Bound Tree 
Medical for medical supplies and pharmaceuticals. Pricing will be discounted at least 

28% off Bound Tree Medical pricelist. EMS is very familiar with Bound Tree’s ordering 
system and has received good customer service and timely delivery in the past.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: General Fund 
 

Account Number: 001-5059-522-2055 
 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 
 

Amount Requested: N/A 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



 

I move to approve the purchase of medical supplies and pharmaceuticals from 
Bound Tree Medical utilizing the BuyBoard cooperative contract 610-20.  

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

 

     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 



Contact us 800.695.2919 

Phone: 800.695.2919
Email: 

info@buyboard.com

Welcome Cherell
[ Log Off ] 

Searches:

Search by Vendor

Browse Contracts

Search: 

All

Vendor Discounts Only

Catalog Pricing Only

Refine Your Search:

Vendors
Bound Tree Medical[X]
Price Range
Show all prices
Category
None Selected
Contract
First Aid, Emergency Medical, and 
Athletic Trainer Supplies and 
Equipment[X]

Additional Resources

Vendor Name: Bound Tree Medical 

Address: 5000 Tuttle Crossing Blvd 

Dublin, OH 43016 

Phone Number: (800) 533-0523 

Email: submitbids@boundtree.com 

Website: http://www.boundtree.com

Federal ID: 31-1739487 

Contact: Chris Fyffe 

Accepts RFQs: Yes 

Minority Owned: No 

Women Owned: No 

Service-Disabled Veteran Owned: No 

EDGAR Forms Received: Yes 

No Israel Boycott Certificate: Yes 

No Excluded Foreign Terrorist Orgs: Yes 

Contract Name: First Aid, Emergency Medical, and Athletic Trainer Supplies and Equipment 

Contract#: 610-20 

Effective Date: 06/01/2020 

Expiration Date: 05/31/2023 

Payment Terms: Net 30 days 

Delivery Days: 3 

Shipping Terms: Pre-paid and added to invoice 

Freight Terms: FOB Destination 

Ship Via: Common Carrier 

Region Served: All Texas Regions 

States Served: All States 

Quote Reference Number: 610-20 

Return Policy: See Extended Exceptions for return policy 

Additional Dealers: Bound Tree Medical, Arlington TX 

Contract Documents

EDGAR Notice: Click to view EDGAR Notice

Proposal Documents: Click to view BuyBoard Proposal Documents

Regulatory Notice: Click to view Bonding Regulatory Notice

Proposal Files: Click to view Vendor Proposal Files Documents

Extended Exceptions: Click to view Vendor Extended Exceptions Documents

Vendor Contract Information 
Back

Administration RFQ Purchase Order Reports Shopping Cart Help

Page 1 of 1Index

6/3/2020https://app.buyboard.com/Search/Index?SearchTerm=&VendorId=4540&DiscountProductI...



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Rosalyn Epting, Director  

Department: Parks & Recreation  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits:  Access Report, Bid Tabulation, Leggio Electric Bid 

  

 
 

SUMMARY 

Broadway Trail Lighting Phase I project (Bid #20011) bid was opened and read on May 
12, 2020. The Notice to Bidders was advertised March 5 th and March 12th in the Bay 
Area Observer, as well as posted on Public Purchase and the City’s website. There 

were forty-three (43) vendors that downloaded the bid package, while four (4) bids were 
received. Leggio Electric was the low bidder in the amount of $349,000. Leggio Electric 

has done projects for the City in the past, and we have been satisfied with their work.  
The Access Report, Bid Tabulation, and Leggio Electric’s Bid has been attached as 
exhibits. 

This project will install decorative pathway lighting on the Broadway Trail between 
Wharton Weems and Dwire. The length of the section is approximately 440 linear feet 

and the lights would be spaced approximately every 100 feet. The lights will be similar 
to the ones that currently exist on the San Jacinto Trail. 

The approved budget for this project is $480,700. To-date $33,580 has been spent for 

engineering services. The remaining project budget is $447,120, which is sufficient to 
cover the bid amount. Staff recommends awarding Bid #20011 to Leggio Electric in the 

amount of $349,000 and allow for a 10% construction contingency of $34,900. The total 
requested authorization for the Broadway Trail Lighting Project Phase 1 is $383,900. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

I move to award Bid #20011 for the Broadway Trail Lighting Project Phase 1 to 

Leggio Electric and authorize the City Manager to enter into a construction 
contract totaling $349,000 and approval of construction contingency of $34,900, 
for a total authorization of $383,900. 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: 015 – General CIP 
 

Account Number: 
015-8080-552.46-53 
PR0011 

 

Amount Budgeted: $480,700 
 

Amount Requested: $383,900 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

 

     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 



Access Report
Agency City of La Porte (TX)
Bid Number 20011
Bid Title Broadway Trail Lighting Project Phase 1

Vendor Name Accessed First Time Documents
aztec remodeling &landscaping company 2020-04-21 07:59 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Tukmol General Contractor 2020-03-06 03:35 AM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Facility Solutions Group 2020-03-27 01:26 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Pfeiffer and Son 2020-03-10 08:11 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Perkens WS Corporation 2020-03-17 12:44 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Clear Blue Energy Corp 2020-04-14 05:16 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Durba Construction 2020-03-18 06:49 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

BidClerk 2020-03-10 10:57 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

CMS 2020-03-05 11:40 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Wayne Enterprises 2020-03-06 12:16 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Daybreak LED LLC 2020-05-11 09:03 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Spear Paint Contracting 2020-04-29 08:02 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Facility Solutions Group 2020-03-26 01:29 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

SolarMax LED 2020-03-06 11:52 AM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

J. L. Wood Electric 2020-05-01 09:31 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Lindsay Circle, LLC 2020-04-14 09:44 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

ConstructConnect 2020-04-01 11:29 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

SO 2020-03-05 08:00 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

The Blue Book Building & Construction Network 2020-03-10 05:03 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

WeLoveOurHomes.com, LLC 2020-04-24 06:20 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Environmental Lighting Service, LLC 2020-04-10 06:53 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Hearn Company 2020-03-05 02:56 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Dodge Data & Analytics 2020-03-05 07:45 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Construction Software Technologies 2020-03-17 06:34 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Construction Journal 2020-03-09 08:42 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Wildcat Electric Supply 2020-03-13 12:49 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Facility Solutions Group 2020-03-27 09:45 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Florida Traffic Control Devices, Inc. 2020-03-05 02:28 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Ameresco 2020-03-25 03:41 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

360TXC,LLC 2020-05-04 01:57 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Genrg Electrical Solutions LLC 2020-03-10 01:03 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf




AT&T Corp. 2020-04-13 02:42 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

CMD 2020-04-09 01:12 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Metro Led Light and Sign 2020-03-06 07:25 AM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Onvia 2020-03-05 06:01 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Blackhouse Construction & Design, LLC 2020-05-06 08:26 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

L&L Supplies 2020-03-09 11:40 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Boyer, Inc. 2020-03-09 01:19 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

PLG, LLC 2020-04-07 07:37 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

ConstructConnect 2020-03-09 04:51 AM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

Clear Blue Energy Corp. 2020-03-10 01:20 PM CDT Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

North America Procurement Council 2020-03-06 05:09 AM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf

SmartProcure 2020-03-05 01:27 PM CST Bid 20011 Broadway Trail Lighting Project-Phase I.pdf




BID OPENING-MAY 12, 2020 AT 2:00 PM

ITEM
LEGGIO ELECTRIC PFEIFFER & SONS FLORIDA TRAFFIC 

CONTROL DEVICES
BOYER, INC.

Broadway Trail Lighting Project Phase 1
Per Specifiations

$349,000.00 $433,000.00 $437,337.30 $1,204,301.00Lump Sum

SEALED BID #20011-BROADWAY TRAIL LIGHTING PROJECT
BID TABULATION 

























 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Ray Mayo, Director  

Department: Public Works  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits:  BuyBoard Quote for Ambulance Replacement, Draf t Letter 

of  Intent 

  

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

During the preparation for the fiscal year 2020-21 budget vehicle replacement plan, 

staff obtained a BuyBoard quote to replace Ambulance Unit # 59-42. The Vendor noted 
the City could capture a spot in the production line (January - March 2021) and an 

expedited delivery date by providing a “Letter of Intent”. This would provide a total cost 
of the unit to be $249,296 (including a “trade in” option of $30,000). This unit will be 
funded in the motor pool for replacement at $267,904 at the end of this fiscal year. 

 
Staff recommends a letter of intent be issued to Mac Haik Dodge Chrysler Jeep of 

Houston, Texas to purchase an Ambulance Module with a Dodge Ram 4500 Chassis. 
The purchase will not take place until after October 1, 2020 (when the new budget year 
begins). 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

I move to authorize the City Manager to sign a Letter of Intent to purchase an 

Ambulance Module with a Dodge Ram 4500 Chassis under a BuyBoard Contract. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

 

     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: 009 - Motor Pool 
 

Account Number: 009-5059-522-8050 
 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 
 

Amount Requested: N/A 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



Order No.: Q1911-0001

Quote Date: 6/5/2020

Expiration Date: 9/5/2020

Invoice To: Attention:  

EMS Chief
Lisa Camp
campl@laportetx.gov

La Porte EMS
City of La Porte
604 West Fairmont Parkway
La Porte TX 77571
US

Salesperson:

No. Item Quantity U/M Unit Price Net Amount

1 MODULE 1.000 EA $ 203,825.00 $ 203,825.00

Type I 14' Module

2 CHASSIS 1.000 EA $ 47,250.00 $ 47,250.00

2020 RAM 4500 Diesel

3 DELIVERY 1.000 M $ 0.00 $ 0.00

Customer Pick Up - FOB Frazer

4 BUY-BOARD 1.000 EA $ 800.00 $ 800.00

BuyBoard Fee

BuyBoard fee per contract Ambulance 570-18

5 TRADE-IN 1.000 EA $  -30,000.00 $ -30,000.00

Module

2014 Dodge 4500 Diesel; 3C7WRKCL0EG281837; 75,000 miles; in running condition; Includes Power-LOAD and Power-PRO 
cot (with batteries)
Unit (E-1897/X-942) will be re-evaluated following drop-off, and it is understood that any significant change to its condition, or if 
mileage exceeds 85,000, could result in the value being revised.

6 14389-BLK 12.000 EA $ 23.00 $ 276.00

Bin-Hang/Stack, Large, Black

(Customer requests "Tactical Black" if available)

7 14390-BLK 48.000 EA $ 14.00 $ 672.00

Bin-Hang/Stack, Small, Black

(Customer requests "Tactical Black" if available)

Frazer, Ltd., 7219 Rampart Street, Houston, TX, 77081, 
P: 713-772-5511  www.frazerbilt.com
Frazer Proprietary and Confidential
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Customer Quote



Order No.: Q1911-0001

Quote Date: 6/5/2020

Expiration Date: 9/5/2020

No. Item Quantity U/M Unit Price Net Amount

8 STRYKER POWER-
PRO XT

1.000 EA $ 23,651.00 $ 23,651.00

Cot-Stryker Power-PRO XT 6506

9 34181 1.000 EA $ 2,500.00 $ 2,500.00

Generator-Electric 6.3kw, RAM/Intl

10 35952 1.000 EA $ 322.00 $ 322.00

Pulley-2.55 in x 6 Groove Clutch, 
RAM

Remit To:

Per TMVCC, we are quoting this through our 
licensed franchise dealer, Mac Haik Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep

Mac Haik Dodge Chrysler Jeep
11000 I - 45 North Freeway
Houston TX 77037

Sale Amount:

Sales Tax:

Total Amount:

249,296.00

0.00

249,296.00

Payment Terms:

Special Instructions:

Email this quote along with your PO to sales@frazerbilt.com. 
Graphics pricing includes two hours’ design time in the base price. 
More extensive graphics or multiple changes will be billed at $100/hr. 

Net 30

Frazer, Ltd., 7219 Rampart Street, Houston, TX, 77081, 
P: 713-772-5511  www.frazerbilt.com
Frazer Proprietary and Confidential

Page 2 of 2

Customer Quote
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For your convenience, all pricing has been itemized below per quote Q1911-0001 for La Porte EMS 

Base Module $ 109,900.00 

Chassis Exterior $ 23,100.00  

Module Exterior $ 39,625.00  

Chassis Interior $ 6,050.00  

Module Interior $ 25,150.00 

Total $ 203,825.00

Items included in above totals:
 

1. Type I 14' Module $ incl
 

2. This is a CAAS Unit $ incl
 

Chassis Exterior:  
 

3. Heat Shielding for Diesel Chassis $ 1,575.00
 

4. Chassis Options: (6) additional key fobs for a total of (8) $ incl
 

5. Chassis : 2020 RAM 4500, Diesel, 4x2, Regular, 108" Cab to Axle, Dodge White 
(PW7)

$ incl

 

6. Suspension: LiquidSpring $ 11,550.00
 

7. Wheel type: Stainless steel covers $ incl
 

8. Chassis Steps: ArcRite with Sure Grip $ 1,050.00
 

9. Grille Guard: Include Pricing $ incl
 

10. 10" and 12" Air Horns $ 1,125.00
 

11. Compressor Type: Fast Recovery $ 1,475.00
 

12. Switching Options: Truck Horn/ Air Horn $ 125.00
 

13. Siren Amplifier: Howler $ 1,325.00
 

14. Passenger's side Grille Light: Whelen M6 Red/Blue Light $ 100.00
 

15. Driver's side Grille Light: Whelen M6 Red/Blue Light $ 100.00
 

16. Passenger's side Intersect Light: Whelen M6 Red/Blue Light $ 100.00
 

17. Driver's side Intersect Light: Whelen M6 Red/Blue Light $ 100.00
 

18. Driver Fender Light: Whelen M6 Red/Clear Light $ 400.00
 

19. Passenger Fender Light: Whelen M6 Red/Clear Light $ 400.00
 

20. UNOC - Grille and Intersect lights to be synchronized with specific flash pattern (ref. 
E-2880)

$ incl

 

21. UNOC - Air horns to be located on front of grille guard (ref. E-2880) $ incl
 

22. UNOC - Furnish and install Whelen 500V Series Red/Clear fender lights in lieu of 
M6

$ 1,575.00
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- Program D/S fender light to go to steady burn Clear when D/S door is open or D/S 
scene light is ON
- Program P/S fender light to go to steady burn Clear when P/S door is open or P/S 
scene light is ON

 

23. UNOC - Provide (6) additional key fobs $ 2,100.00
 

Chassis Exterior Subtotal $ 23,100.00
 

Module Exterior:  
 

24. Power Source: MEPS $ 15,000.00
 

25. Module Paint Layout: White - Frazer White (Frazer White) $ incl
 

26. Rear Wall 3M Conspicuity Layout  - Chevron  : White Base Color and  Yellow - 
Reflective Overlay

$ 1,575.00

 

27. Conspicuity Squares on Entry Doors Matching the Rear Wall $ 475.00
 

28. Frazer Provided Graphics $ 3,500.00
 

29. Body Drop on the Passenger's Side Forward of Rear Wheels $ incl
 

30. Hidden Switch Behind the Driver's Side Front Corner Stone Guard $ 225.00
 

31. GPS Opticom $ 5,775.00
 

32.  Opticom Switching: On with Primary and Cut-off with park $ incl
 

33. Shore Power: Single 30 Amp on Front Wall $ incl
 

34. Pigtail/Plug Option: Pigtail $ incl
 

35. Install Ignition Kill Switch $ 275.00
 

36. Coax 1: Run coax from location 1 to Chassis $ incl
 

37. Coax 2: Run coax from location 2 to Electrical Compartment terminated to GPS 
Opticom

$ incl

 

38. Coax 3: Run coax from location 3 to Chassis $ incl
 

39. Coax 4: Run coax from location 4 to Chassis $ incl
 

40. UNOC - Furnish and install electric locks for O2 compartment door $ 250.00
 

41. UNOC - Furnish and install extra coax run to electrical compartment; label as SPARE $ 125.00
 

42. UNOC - Furnish and install LPEMS logo centered on conspicuity squares on all 3 
entry doors

$ incl

 

43. UNOC - Furnish and install Whelen 4 Long Tracer Series Red/Blue/Clear ground 
lights on D/S and P/S of module and below chassis steps
- Program D/S lights to go from Red/Blue to Clear when D/S scene light is ON
- Program P/S lights to go from Red/Blue to Clear when P/S scene light is ON

$ 7,300.00

 

44. Front Wall Light Layout: Lower 5 Lights $ incl
 

45. Front Wall Light #1: Whelen M9 Blue Light $ 125.00
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46. Front Wall Light #2: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

47. Front Wall Light #3: Whelen M9 Clear Light $ 125.00
 

48. Front Wall Light #4: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

49. Front Wall Light #5: Whelen M9 Blue Light $ 125.00
 

50. Front Wall Driver Side Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

51. Front Wall Passenger Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

52. Driver Wall Front Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

53. Driver Wall Rear Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

54. Driver Wheel Well Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

55. Scene Light Option: Spectra SPA900 $ incl
 

56. O2 Compartment Layout: Laydown O2 with Adjustable Shelf $ incl
 

57. O2 Rollers for an H Cylinder $ incl
 

58. 2 high D Cylinder Holder in the O2 Compartment Next to Laydown $ 175.00
 

59. O2 Cylinder Changing Wrench $ 75.00
 

60. Intermediate Compartment Style: Horizontal Adjustable Shelf $ incl
 

61. Electrical Compartment Style: Taller Electrical Compartment $ incl
 

62. Dometic Self-Contained A/C with Exhaust Fan $ incl
 

63. Rear Storage Compartment Style: Rear Storage with Adjustable Shelf $ incl
 

64. Additional Shelf in the Rear Storage $ 75.00
 

65. UNOC - Additional charge for "Jumbo" D cylinder holder in O2 compartment $ 50.00
 

66. Module Window Option: Sliding Window $ incl
 

67. Upper Rear Wall Light Layout: 3 Across $ incl
 

68. Upper Light #1: Whelen M9 Load Light $ 175.00
 

69. Upper Light #2: Whelen M9 Blue Light $ 125.00
 

70. Upper Light #3: Whelen M9 Load Light $ 175.00
 

71. Lower Light #1: Whelen M9 Brake/Tail/Turn Red Light $ 200.00
 

72. Lower Light #2: Whelen M9 Brake/Tail/Turn Red Light $ 200.00
 

73. Lower Light #3: Whelen M9 Amber Light $ 125.00
 

74. Lower Light #4: Whelen M9 Amber Light $ 125.00
 

75. Rear Wall Driver Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

76. Rear Wall Passenger Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

77. Rear Backboard: 5" Compartment Shelf $ 225.00
 

78. Lower BTTs: 2 Grote Lights on each side $ incl
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79. Rear Bumper $ incl
 

80. Door Grabbers $ incl
 

81. License Plate Light $ incl
 

82. Passenger Wall Front Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

83. Passenger Wall  Rear Box Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

84. Passenger Wheel Well Light: Whelen M9 Red Light $ 125.00
 

85. Front Backboard Style: Double adjustable shelving $ 125.00
 

86. Interior Step Option: Double Step Well $ incl
 

87. Passenger Rear Compartment Style: Passenger Side Storage Compartment $ incl
 

88. Door Locks on Entry Doors and Front I/O $ 1,400.00
 

Module Exterior Subtotal $ 39,625.00
 

Chassis Interior:  
 

89. Siren Speakers: Whelen SA 315 Speakers $ incl
 

90. Tap-2 on Primary Siren $ incl
 

91. Siren Option: Whelen C9 Siren in Console $ incl
 

92. Mic 1 on driver's side slot 2 $ incl
 

93. Slot 1: Extended MDT plate - swivel, no fuel gauge (swivel on passenger side) $ 475.00
 

94. Slot 2: Single Slot Switch Panel $ incl
 

95. Slot 3: Radio Plate: 7.06 L X 2 W opening dims $ incl
 

96. Slot 4: Radio Plate: 7.06 L X 2 W opening dims $ incl
 

97. Slot 5: Siren 1 $ incl
 

98. Slot 6: Single Blank $ incl
 

99. Kussmaul USB at Console $ 225.00
 

100. Console Switch Layout : Primary -  Secondary -  Air Horn -  Howler -  Side Scene 
(Driver's Side) -  Side Scene (Passenger's Side) -  Rear Load -  Interior Lights -  
Kussmaul USB -  

$ incl

 

101. New Armrest $ 225.00
 

102. Console Layout: 6-Slot Console $ incl
 

103. Floor in Front of Console: (2) Survivor Flashlights wired Battery Hot $ 700.00
 

104. Front of Console: 12VDC wired Failsafe $ 125.00
 

105. Rear of Console: Single Mapholder with Cup Holder $ 325.00
 

106. Chassis Rear Wall: 2 High Glove Box Holder $ 175.00
 

107. Camera System: Voyager 7" Monitor with Back-Up Camera $ 1,700.00
 

108. White Back-up Camera $ incl
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109. Aftermarket Vinyl Seats $ 850.00
 

110. UNOC - Custom 6-slot console layout:
- Slot 1:  Extended MDT plate with swivel moved forward and centered
- Slot 2:  Radio plate TBD
- Slot 3:  Radio plate TBD
- Slot 4:  Siren 1 with mic on P/S slot 4
- Slot 5:  Single slot switch panel
- Slot 6:  Single blank

$ incl

 

111. UNOC - Install customer provided radio equipment (make and models TBD):
- Self contained radio in console slot 2; speaker on front of console; mic on P/S slot 3; 
failsafe; anenna on chassis roof
- Self contained radio in console slot 3; speaker on front of console; mic on D/S slot 
1; failsafe; antenna on chassis roof

$ 600.00

 

112. UNOC - Streamlight Survivor flashlights to be Yellow in lieu of Orange $ incl
 

113. UNOC - 12VDC triple outlet to be installed on P/S of console towards the front in 
lieu of on the front of the console; no medical diode; wire to charge guard (ref. E-
2880)

$ 50.00

 

114. UNOC - Furnish and install charge guard in console (ref. E-2880) $ 250.00
 

115. UNOC - Install customer provided docking station on swivel $ 100.00
 

116. UNOC #601 - Furnish and install Cast speakers installed on bumper in lieu of Whelen 
SA315

$ 250.00

 

Chassis Interior Subtotal $ 6,050.00
 

Module Interior:  
 

117. Protek Cushions $ incl
 

118. Grey Interior $ incl
 

119. Powdercoated Aluminum Countertops $ incl
 

120. Medvault w/ Wifi $ 2,850.00
 

121. Netting at the Front Corner Area $ incl
 

122. 14 Qt. Engel Fridge $ 950.00
 

123. Quad Outlet on the Front Wall $ incl
 

124. Front I/O with Lexan Doors $ incl
 

125. 2 High Jumbo "D" Cylinder Holder in the Front I/O Facing the Rear Wall $ 225.00
 

126. Duplex Outlet in the Cabinet Above the Front I/O $ incl
 

127. UNOC - Furnish and install 120VAC duplex outlet inside front wall cabinet, lower 
left corner above fridge

$ 250.00

 

128. UNOC #1585 - Furnish and install fire extinguisher with Amerex 807 bracket (23545) $ 150.00
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on the side of the front backboard compartment, below front wall cabinets (ref. E-
2880)

 

129. UNOC #477 - Furnish and install transit slide-lock for Engel 14-qt fridge $ 350.00
 

130. Location 1: 4 Switch w/Thermostat $ incl
 

131. Location 2: Single O2 Outlet $ incl
 

132. Location 3: Electric O2 panel with monitor $ 1,800.00
 

133. Location 4: 12VDC wired Battery hot with Medical Diode $ 250.00
 

134. Location 6: Blank $ incl
 

135. Location 7: Blank $ incl
 

136. Location 8: Quad 120 VAC $ incl
 

137. Location 9: Suction $ incl
 

138. Action Wall Switch Layout : Interior Lights; Dimmer; Ventilation Fan; Electric O2; $ incl
 

139. Technimount LP-15 Monitor Mount on the Action Wall Countertop $ 1,525.00
 

140. Sharps Container at Action Wall $ incl
 

141. Acrylic Holder at the Action Wall Cabinet $ incl
 

142. New 6pt Harness at the CPR Seat $ 525.00
 

143. Acrylic Holder Aft CPR Seat $ incl
 

144. Rear Door Switch Layout : Blank; Blank; Dump/Bypass (Suspension); Rear Load; $ incl
 

145. UNOC - Furnish and install SSCOR 2310 suction (Item 17320) with paddle release 
mounted on the stainless at forward end of action wall countertop, 2" off the counter 
(ref. E-2880)

$ 2,275.00

 

146. UNOC - Install customer provided radio equipment:
- Self contained radio on bottom of action wall cabinet above location 1; failsafe
- Mic on action wall above location 7
- Antenna on chassis roof

$ 300.00

 

147. Two Seating Positions at the Squad Bench - 1 and 3 $ incl
 

148. Acrylic Holder and Sharps at Squad Bench $ 825.00
 

149. Harness Type for Seat Position 1: New 6pt Harness $ 525.00
 

150. Harness Type for Seat Position 3: New 6pt Harness $ 525.00
 

151. Double Squad Bench Cabinet $ 650.00
 

152. New Cargo Net at the Head of the Squad Bench $ 800.00
 

153. Trashcan With Lid at the Head of the Squad Bench $ incl
 

154. O2 Outlet at the Squad Bench Wall $ incl
 

155. UNOC - Furnish and install Streamlight SL-20X black LED flashlight in side entry $ 250.00
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step well, forward end
 

156. UNOC #298 - Furnish and install 3-wide glove box holder (from the end rail 
combination) at forward end of squad bench

$ 225.00

 

157. Head knocker options: With Clock only $ 475.00
 

158. O2 Outlet in Ceiling Raceway $ 325.00
 

159. Install Evergreen UV-C air and surface disinfection lamp in ceiling raceway with 
control unit in electrical compartment

$ 4,750.00

 

160. IV Hanger on Ceiling Raceway $ incl
 

161. Overhead Grabrails on Both Sides $ 225.00
 

162. IV Hanger on Squad Bench Ceiling $ incl
 

163. In-Module Camera at the Rear Position $ 600.00
 

164. UNOC #1296 - Furnish and install a second O2 outlet in the ceiling raceway near the 
rear doors (ref. E-2880 for location)

$ 425.00

 

165. Floor Options: Customer Provided Stryker Power-LOAD $ 1,750.00
 

166. Stryker cot tower only ( no antler and bar ) $ incl
 

167. Loncoin II Onyx Floor $ incl
 

168. Captain's Chair Type: Captain's Chair with Child Safety Seat and 4pt. Harness $ 750.00
 

169. Customer Provided Items Processing Fee $ 600.00
 

Module Interior Subtotal $ 25,150.00

All new Frazer EMS Vehicles come standard with the following features:
120V generator-powered electrical system independent of the chassis electrical
120V self-contained module heater & proprietary best-in-class air conditioner
Easily accessible electrical compartment located on exterior of vehicle
All aluminum module construction - No wood products!
Shear-plate method of attachment securing the module to the chassis
All aluminum powder-coated 12" deep interior cabinetry
Seamless cushions
All LED emergency warning and scene lighting
All LED interior ceiling lights
120VAC outlets conveniently located throughout unit
Three oxygen outlets
Action area with hinged service access panel to back of oxygen outlets and switches
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June 
22, 

2020 
 
 
 

Mac Haik Dodge Chrysler Jeep  
11000 I-45 North Freeway  
Houston, TX 77037 
 
Re: Official Notice of Intent: 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
The La Porte City Council has authorized me to issue this letter to serve as Official Notice of 
Intent to purchase one (1) Frazer Type I 14’ Generator Powered Module mounted on a 2020 
RAM 4500 Diesel chassis for La Porte EMS.  
 
The total cost of the module including chassis is based on quote Q1911-1. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Corby Alexander 
City Manager 
City of La Porte 
 
 



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Jason Weeks, Asst. City Mgr  

Department: Administration/CMO  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Ridership Data, Bus Schedules and Interlocal 

Agreement (includes Exhibits)  

 
 

SUMMARY 

For the past nine (9) years, the City of La Porte has participated with Harris County 
Transit Authority (HCTA) to provide regional bus service in La Porte. Since 2013, the 
City has provided a fixed schedule basis along a specific route with vehicles stopping 
to pick up and deliver passengers to specific locations within the City, as well as 
selected sites outside the City such as Social Security Office, Strawberry Clinic, a 
connector shuttle to Baytown which allow riders to be connected to the Metro Station, 
and paratransit services. Paratransit services are those services required by the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for residents with disabilities who are unable to 
use fixed route transportation systems and are deemed eligible for the service (aka 
“door to door” services). Harris County administers a federal grant for the cost of 
providing the service and La Porte provides a match to complete the funding. 
 
Summary Ridership Data: 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 18’ vs 19’ 

La Porte Routes Only 5,527 5,051 5,041 6,214 6,873 +18.4% 

Baytown Shuttle 3,313 5,046 5,322 5,138 6,086 +10.6% 

 
Comparison of 1st 4-Months of Fiscal Years: 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

La Porte Routes Only 1,642 2,115 1,442 2,110 2,039 1,815 

Baytown Shuttle 1,046 1,868 1,853 1,628 1,765 2,453 

 
La Porte’s share of bus service for the upcoming 12-month service year, which begins 
upon approval and execution of the “Agreement,” is $69,000. Despite the increase in 
ridership from 2018 to 2019 noted above, the cost of the agreement will remain the 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: 038 – EDC Fund 
 

Account Number: 038-6030-565-5007 
 

Amount Budgeted: $71,000 
 

Amount Requested: $69,000 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



same as last year. There is no difference from the previous agreement with HCTA. 
Harris County continues to plan more aggressive marketing their services to the 
community. If there is an increase in paratransit ridership the cost has the potential to 
increase next year. For several years the cost was split between the General Fund and 
EDC; however, the past three years the cost has been budgeted 100% by EDC. 
If City Council wishes to continue providing bus services to the community, staff 
recommends approving the Bus Service Agreement with Harris County Transit 
Authority for local bus service for 12-month period. 

Additionally, staff has been made aware that several City Council members have 
expressed a desire to add more bus shelter coverings for these services. These have 
been included in the annual budgeting process for FY 2020-21 budget and will be 
discussed in August 2020 during the budget presentations. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

I move to approve an interlocal agreement for bus services between Harris 
County and the City of La Porte for local bus transit services for the period of 
twelve (12) months with the approval of Harris County. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

 
     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
 
THE STATE OF TEXAS § 
    § 
COUNTY OF HARRIS § 
 
 This Interlocal Agreement (“Agreement”) for Fixed Route Bus Service is made and entered 

into pursuant to Chapter 791 of the Texas Government Code by and between Harris County, Texas, 

a body corporate and politic under the laws of the State of Texas, hereinafter called the “County,” 

and the City of La Porte, a home-rule city under the laws of the State of Texas, hereinafter called 

“La Porte.”  The County and La Porte may each be referred to herein as a “Party” or collectively 

as the “Parties.” 

Recitals 

 Certain portions of eastern Harris County lie outside the jurisdictional boundaries and 

service area of the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County, Texas, including areas within 

the corporate limits of La Porte.  

The Parties find that the operation of fixed route bus service as provided for in this 

Agreement will enhance regional mobility and support transit services within the County and La 

Porte. 

 The Parties now desire to enter into this Agreement to establish a new term for the fixed 

route bus service and to provide for responsibilities and funding of that service. 

 

TERMS: 

ARTICLE I.  Agreement and Definitions 

 1.1 Scope of Agreement. County, upon receipt of funding from La Porte and matching 

federal funds, will provide for the operation of fixed route bus services as described in more detail 

in Exhibit A.  

 1.2 Definitions. For the purposes of this Agreement, the following terms shall have the 

meanings set forth below: 

 1.2.1 “Fixed Route Bus Service” means services provided on a repetitive, fixed schedule 

basis along a specific route with vehicles stopping to pick up and deliver passengers to specific 

locations; each fixed route trip serves the same origins and destinations. 

 1.2.2 “Complementary Paratransit Services” means service required by the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) for individuals with disabilities who are unable to use fixed route 
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transportation systems and are deemed eligible for the service. This service complements the fixed 

route by providing transit to that serves ADA certified individuals access to same origins and 

destinations one the bus routes. Paratransit services are more costly to provide since it is a one 

person one vehicle trip.  The Federal Transit Administration recognizes the extra cost burden 

associated with this service and allows transit agencies to charge twice the adult fare to help offset 

some of the higher cost. 

 1.2.3 “Local Matching Funds” means the financial assistance from local entities that 

support the operation of the transit system as required by a grant to match the federal contribution.  

They include, but are not limited to: tax levies; general funds; specified contributions, 

contributions from city, county, or other municipal government towards the Local Share portion 

of the transit system budget; and other revenues such as advertising. 

 1.2.4. The Parties agree the County will provide services in accordance with federal 

requirements. 

  

 

ARTICLE 2.  La Porte’s Obligations 

2.1 La Porte will provide and maintain, in accordance with the requirements set forth 

herein and make available for use in regard to services hereunder, transit stops at all locations 

chosen by the County.  To be acceptable, each such transit stop must at a minimum have a “transit 

stop” sign facing both directions, using the graphic shown in Exhibit B to this Agreement.  As 

additional Federal Transit Authority (FTA) capital improvement funds become available, the 

County may at it sole option, use those funds and Local Matching Funds provided by La Porte to 

pay for additional transit stop improvements such as connecting sidewalks to stops within ¾ miles, 

of a stop or shelter bike paths within 3 miles that connect to a stop and / or shelter site pads, park 

benches and passenger shelters. 

2.2 All transit stops will have the following minimum standards: 

  (a) A firm stable surface; 

  (b) A minimum clear length of 96 inches measured from the curb or roadway edge 

and minimum clear width of 60 inches measured parallel to the vehicle roadway; 

 (c) A maximum slope of 1:50 (2%) for water drainage; and 

 (d) An accessible route to the streets, sidewalks or pedestrian paths. 
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2.3 La Porte will provide advertising on La Porte’s Internet Site as well as other media, 

informing the general public of the availability of transit services in the community. Additionally, 

La Porte will provide information inserts into its utility bills, but only at such time or intervals as 

requested by County in writing, and at County’s expense.  The design of the information inserts 

will be provided by the County.  

2.4 Within fifteen (15) days of the effective date of this Agreement, La Porte shall send 

Sixty-Nine Thousand and No/Dollars ($69,000.00) to the County in satisfaction of its obligations 

to provide Local Matching Funds. Should the County determine that such funds from La Porte are 

inadequate to pay for the required Local Share portion of the transit system budget during the term 

of this Agreement, the County shall have no obligation to continue providing the services 

hereunder unless and until La Porte provides the necessary additional funds to the County for such 

purpose, subject to the same requirements applicable to use of the original contribution. Additional 

funds shall be provided by La Porte within forty-five (45) days from La Porte’s receipt of written 

request for additional funds from County.  

2.5 La Porte shall comply with the Davis-Bacon and Copeland Anti-Kickback Acts 

codified at 40 USC 3141, et. seq and 18 USC 874 to the extent applicable.  

2.6  Nondiscrimination - In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, as 

amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, section 303 of the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, 42 

U.S.C. § 6102, section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U.S.C. § 12132, 

and Federal transit law at 49 U.S.C. § 5332, La Porte agrees that it will not discriminate against 

any employee or applicant for employment because of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age, 

or disability. In addition, La Porte agrees to comply with applicable Federal implementing 

regulations and other implementing requirements FTA may issue.  

2.7 Equal Employment Opportunity - The following equal employment opportunity 

requirements apply to the underlying contract: 

(a) Race, Color, Creed, National Origin, Sex - In accordance with Title VII of the Civil 

Rights Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e, and Federal transit laws at 49 U.S.C. § 5332,  La Porte 

agrees to comply with all applicable equal employment opportunity requirements of U.S. 

Department of Labor (U.S. DOL) regulations, "Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, 

Equal Employment Opportunity, Department of Labor," 41 C.F.R. Parts 60 et seq., (which 

implement Executive Order No. 11246, "Equal Employment Opportunity," as amended by 

Executive Order No. 11375, "Amending Executive Order 11246 Relating to Equal Employment 
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Opportunity," 42 U.S.C. § 2000e note), and with any applicable Federal statutes, executive orders, 

regulations, and Federal policies that may in the future affect activities undertaken in the course of 

the Project.  La Porte agrees to take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed, and 

that employees are treated during employment, without regard to their race, color, creed, national 

origin, sex, or age.  Such action shall include, but not be limited to, the following: employment, 

upgrading, demotion or transfer, recruitment or recruitment advertising, layoff or termination; 

rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including apprenticeship.  

In addition, La Porte agrees to comply with any implementing requirements FTA may issue. 

(b) Age - In accordance with section 4 of the Age Discrimination in Employment Act 

of 1967, as amended, 29 U.S.C. § § 623 and Federal transit law at 49 U.S.C. § 5332, La Porte 

agrees to refrain from discrimination against present and prospective employees for reason of age.  

In addition, La Porte agrees to comply with any implementing requirements FTA may issue. 

(c) Disabilities - In accordance with section 102 of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 12112, La Porte agrees that it will comply with the requirements of 

U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, "Regulations to Implement the Equal 

Employment Provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act," 29 C.F.R. Part 1630, pertaining 

to employment of persons with disabilities.  In addition, La Porte agrees to comply with any 

implementing requirements FTA may issue. 

2.8 La Porte also agrees to include these requirements in each subcontract financed in 

whole or in part with Federal assistance provided by FTA, modified only if necessary to identify 

the affected parties. 

 

ARTICLE 3.  County’s Obligations 

3.1 The County agrees to operate the Fixed Route Bus Service in the City of La Porte 

and provide necessary transit vehicles through the use of outside contractors.  The Director of the 

County Community Services Department (Director) will, in consultation with the Mayor of La 

Porte, determine the travel routes for such service, and will determine the schedule for operations, 

and the type and number of transit vehicles to be utilized for the service.  The Director may, from 

time to time, revise the schedule of operation of the service based upon ridership levels and service 

demands in consultation with the Mayor. Any changes in service will be subject to the public input 

requirements of Title VI, 42 U.S.C.  The routes currently in service and proposed for use during 

the term of this Agreement are depicted on Exhibit “A” to this Agreement.  The service hours will 
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be from 7:00 AM until 6:00 PM, Monday through Friday, and Saturday 8:00 AM until 6:00 PM 

excluding County holidays. The County shall have no obligation to obtain sites for or to construct 

or maintain transit stops for the bus service.   

 3.2 Fares will be assessed for use of the transit services. The match is only applied to 

the net cost. The County will collect and retain the fares as follows, provided that the County may 

enter into agreements as it may deem necessary and proper to provide for bus services to be 

provided otherwise than by payment of such fees: 

  Adult (12 years and older)    $1.00 each way 

  Children (2 years to 11 years)    $ 0.50 each way 

  Seniors (65 and older with identification)  $ 0.50 each way 

  Disabled (with identification)    $ 0.50 each way 

                        Medicare recipients (with identification)                   $ 0.50  each way 

  Children under 2 years    FREE 

  Certified ADA Paratransit Passengers  $2.00 each way 
 
 3.3 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funds can only be accessed on a 

reimbursement basis.  Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement that might be construed 

to the contrary, the County shall not be obligated by this Agreement to expend any funds, but it is 

understood and agreed that the funds provided by La Porte may only be expended if the County, 

to the extent that the County at its sole option, expends matching funds for the purpose of seeking 

FTA reimbursement.  La Porte’s funding hereunder will be used for payment of the matching 

contributions required by a local recipient.  All FTA reimbursement will be the property of the 

County. 

 

ARTICLE 4.  Independent Parties 

4.1 This Agreement is not intended to create and shall not constitute a partnership or joint 

venture between the Parties.  Parties shall have and retain the exclusive right of control over 

employment, firing, discipline, compensation, insurance, and benefits in accordance with the 

applicable laws of the State of Texas.  La Porte has no authority to bind or otherwise obligate the 

County orally, in writing or by any act or omission.  Nothing contained herein shall establish an 

agency, employee-employer relationship, partnership, joint enterprise, joint employer, or joint 

venture relationship by or between the Parties. Nothing in this Agreement will create or be deemed 
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to create a relationship between the Parties to this Agreement, including a relationship in the nature 

of a third-party beneficiary or fiduciary. 

 

ARTICLE 5.  Termination and Default 

 5.1 Termination by La Porte or the County. La Porte or the County may, terminate 

this Agreement without cause upon ninety (90) days prior written notice to the other Party. 

 5.2   Notice of Default. 

 5.2.1 La Porte or the County shall be deemed in default under this Agreement if La Porte 

or the County in any material respect fails to perform, observe or comply with any of its covenants, 

agreements or obligations, or breaches or violates any of the representations contained in this 

Agreement. 

 5.2.2 Before any failure of either La Porte or the County shall be deemed to be a breach 

of this Agreement, the Party claiming such failure shall notify, in writing, the Party alleged to have 

failed to perform, of the alleged failure and shall demand the Party to cure the default within ninety 

(90) calendar days.  If the allegedly failing Party has not cured the default, that Party will be in 

default of this Agreement, unless La Porte and the County agree to extend time for cure, and the 

Agreement may be terminated by the other Party immediately upon notice of the non-defaulting 

Party’s intention to terminate. 

 

ARTICLE 6.  Term 

 6.1 This Agreement shall be for a term beginning upon execution by both Parties and, 

unless terminated sooner as set forth above, and continue in full force and effect for twelve (12) 

consecutive months.  Any unexpended and unearned surplus funds provided by La Porte remaining 

upon termination of this Agreement will be refunded to La Porte unless different arrangements are 

made in an amendment to this Agreement or a new agreement between the Parties is executed in 

regard to the Fixed Route Bus Service.  The County is under no obligation to invest or to account 

for or pay to La Porte any earnings derived from funds provided hereunder by La Porte. 

 

ARTICLE 7.  Miscellaneous 

 7.1 Approvals, Further Documents.  Where this Agreement requires approval, 

consent, permission, agreement or authorization by either Party, such approval, consent, 

permission, agreement or authorization shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed.  The Parties 
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agree to execute such further documents, agreements, instruments and notices as may be necessary 

or appropriate to effectuate the purposes of this Agreement. 

 7.2 Maintenance of Records.  The County shall maintain records to show actual time 

involved in the provision of the transportation services, the cost incurred for the period of time 

specified, and the level of ridership.  The County shall maintain ridership information in a manner 

consistent with National Transit Database reporting requirements and provide a quarterly report of 

same to La Porte.  To the extent applicable to the transportation service, La Porte and the County 

shall cooperate in good faith to provide records satisfactory to the federal government or any other 

regulatory body. 

 7.3 Audit and Inspection of Records.  La Porte and the County shall permit the 

authorized representatives of La Porte, the County, and the federal government to inspect and audit 

all data records of La Porte and the County relating to their performances under this Agreement.  

La Porte shall keep its books and records available for this purpose for at least five (5) years after 

this Agreement terminates.  In the event any record is needed to support any dispute or legal action, 

such records shall be maintained for a period of not less than five (5) years following the settlement 

of any such dispute or legal action. 

 7.4 Notices.  Any notices required or permitted to be given under the terms of this 

Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed to be given as of the time of hand delivery to 

the addresses set forth below, or five (5) days after deposit in the United States mail, postage 

prepaid, by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed as follows: 

 TO HARRIS COUNTY: 

 Harris County, Texas 

 ATTN: Joshua Stuckey  

 Interim Director, Harris County Community Services Department 

 8410 Lantern Point Drive 

Houston, Texas 77054 
 

TO LA PORTE: 

City of La Porte, Texas 

ATTN: Lee Woodward, City Secretary 

604 W Fairmont Pkwy 

La Porte, Texas 77571 
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A Party may change the address for notices upon at least 10 days written notice under the provision. 

 7.5 Waiver.  The failure of any Party at any time or times to require performance of 

any provision hereof shall in no manner affect the right at a later time to enforce the same.  No 

waiver of a Party of any condition or breach of any term, covenant, representation or warranty 

contained herein, in any one or more instances, shall be deemed to be constructed a further or 

continuing waiver of any such condition or breach or waiver of any other condition or of any 

breach of any other term, covenant, representation or warranty. 

 7.6 Entire Agreement.  This Agreement contains the entire agreement of the Parties 

with regard to the matters addressed herein.  This Agreement may not be amended, modified, 

superseded or canceled, nor may any of the terms, covenants, representations, warranties or 

conditions be waived except by written instrument executed by the Parties. 

 7.7 Force Majeure.  Neither Party shall be held liable for any loss or damage due to 

delay or failure in performance of any part of this Agreement from any cause beyond its control 

that directly impacts its ability to perform, and without its fault or negligence, which causes may 

include acts of God, acts of civil or military authority, government regulations (except those 

promulgated by the party seeking the benefit of this provision), embargoes, epidemics, war, 

terrorist acts, riots, insurrections, fires, explosions, earthquakes, nuclear accidents, floods, strikes, 

power blackouts, other major environmental disturbances or unusually severe weather conditions. 

 7.8 Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be constructed and enforced in accordance 

with the laws of the State of Texas.  The exclusive forum and venue for any action arising out of, 

in connection with, or in any way relating to the Agreement is in a state or federal court of 

competent jurisdiction in Houston, Harris County, Texas.  

 7.9  Headings.  Headings and captions contained herein are inserted for convenience 

and of reference only, and are not deemed part of or to be used in constructing this Agreement. 

 7.10 Survival.  Each Party shall remain obligated to the other Party under all clauses of 

this Agreement that expressly or by their nature extend beyond the expiration or termination of 

this Agreement. 

 7.11 Current Funds.  Each Party paying for the performance of governmental functions 

or services under this Agreement must make those payments from current revenues available to 

the paying Party. 

 7.12 Compliance with Laws.  The Parties shall comply with all applicable laws in 

carrying out its obligations under this Agreement. 



 9  
 

 7.12 Execution; Multiple Counterparts. The Agreement may be executed in several 

counterparts. Each counterpart is deemed an original. All counterparts together constitute one and 

the same instrument.  Each Party warrants that the undersigned is a duly authorized representative 

with the power to execute this Agreement. 

 
 

HARRIS COUNTY     CITY OF LA PORTE 
 

By:_____________________________  By:_____________________________ 
LINA HIDALGO Louis R. Rigby 
COUNTY JUDGE  Mayor 
   

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    ATTEST 
Vince Ryan, Harris County Attorney 
 
 
By:_____________________________  By:_____________________________ 

Amy Samples Lee Woodward   
Assistant County Attorney City Secretary 
C.A. File No.: 20GEN0575 

 
 
       APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
       By:_____________________________ 

       Clark T. Askins 
              Assistant City Attorney 

 
 



 

EXHIBIT A 
Bus Routes 

 

   



 

Exhibit B 

Signage 
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PASSENGER CODE OF CONDUCT / CONDUCTA PARA PASAJEROS 

 Always have exact fare amount. The driver cannot make change. 
       Tener siempre la cantidad exacta. El conductor no puede hacer el cambio.  
 
 Do not distract, threaten, or verbally abuse the driver or other passengers. 
 No distraigan, amenazar o abusar verbalmente al conductor o a otros pasajeros  
 
 The use of profanity, vulgar or intimidating language is prohibited. 
 Se prohibe la profanidad, vulgar, o lenguaje intimidado.   
 
 Eating, drinking, and open containers are strictly prohibited while boarding the  bus and  
 at anytime you are on the bus.  
 No se permite comer, beber en el autobus o subir al autobus con un recipient abierto.  
 
 Smoking, E-Cigarettes,  or the use of chewing tobacco is prohibited on the bus and at bus stops. 
 Fumar, cigarillos electronicos, o el uso de Tabaco de mascar esta prohibido en el autobus y en las  
 paradas de autobus. 
 
 No spitting or excreting other bodily fluids on the bus or at the bus stops. 
 No escupir o excretar otros fluidos corporals en el autobus o en las paradas de autobus.   
 
 No prohibited weapons, explosives, flammable liquids or hazardous chemicals on the bus or at 

bus stops. 
 Se prohibe armas, explosivos, liquidos inflamables o productos quimicos peligrosos en el autobus.   
 
 Alcohol and drug use is forbidden on board the bus and at bus stops. 
 El alcohol y el consume de drogas estan prohibidos a bordo del autobus y en las paradas de autobus. 
 
 Only four bags of groceries or packages per person may be carried on the bus. 
 Solo cuatro bolsas de comestibles o paquetes por persona se puden llevar en el autobus.  
 
 Passengers must provide their own infant and/ or child seat. 

Los pasajeros deben proporcionar sus propios asientos para bebes y / o ninos.  

Adults/Children 12yrs + 
Adultos/Ninos 12yrs + 
  
 
Children (2—11 yrs.)  
Ninos (2-11yrs.) 
 
 
Seniors (62 & older with ID) 
Mayor (62 & mayor con ID) 
 
 
Medicare/Medicaid Card 
Tarjeta de Medicare/Medicaid 
 
 
Disabled with ID 
Discapacitado con ID 
 
 
Children under 2 
Menores de 2 Anos 
 
 
Elementary thru High School  
Students (with current school ID) 
Estudiantes de Escuela Primaria hasta 
Secundaria Estuidantes (con ID  
corriente) 
 
 
Certified Paratransit   
Eligible Passenger 
Paratransito Certificado 
Pasajeros Elegibles  
 
 

$1.00 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 

FREE  
 GRATIS 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
 
 
$2.00 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
(Application Required) 
(Aplicacion Requiere) 

Harris County Community Service Department 
Departamento de Transito del Condado de Harris 
 
www.harriscountytransit.com 
 
713-578-2216 
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All times are approximate. Times need to be estimated for Transit Stops located between the above timing points. Service is from Monday — Saturday. Monday — Friday from 7:00am to 6:00pm and Saturday 8:00am to 

6:00pm—subject to change on County holidays.  Exact fare must be provided and shown to driver for confirmation of amount upon entering  the Transit bus.   Change will not be provided by driver.  

Todos los horarios son aproximados. Los tiempos deben ser estimados para paradas de tránsito situados entre los puntos de tiempo anteriores. El servicio es de Lunes — Sabado. Lunes — Viernes 7:00am de 6:00pm y Sabados a 

8:00am de 6:00pm—sujeto a cambios sobre vacaciones del condado. Tarifa exacta se debe proporcionar al conductor y se muestra para la confirmación de la cantidad al entrar en el autobús de tránsito . El cambio no será  

proporcionado por el conductor. 
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7:00 AM 7:10 AM 7:17 AM 7:20 AM 7:25 AM 7:31 AM 7:45 AM 7:50 AM 7:53 AM 8:02 AM 8:06 AM

8:10 AM 8:20 AM 8:27 AM 8:30 AM 8:35 AM 8:41 AM 8:55 AM 9:00 AM 9:03 AM 9:12 AM 9:16 AM

9:20 AM 9:30 AM 9:37 AM 9:40 AM 9:45 AM 9:51 AM 10:05 AM 10:10 AM 10:13 AM 10:22 AM 10:26 AM

10:30 AM 10:40 AM 10:47 AM 10:50 AM 10:55 AM 11:01 AM 11:15 AM 11:20 AM 11:23 AM 11:32 AM 11:36 AM

11:40 AM 11:50 AM 11:57 AM 12:00 PM 12:05 PM 12:11 PM 12:25 PM 12:30 PM 12:33 AM 12:42 PM 12:46 PM

12:50 PM 1:00 PM 1:07 PM 1:10 PM 1:15 PM 1:21 PM 1:35 PM 1:40 PM 1:43 PM 1:52 PM 1:56 PM

2:40 PM 2:50 PM 2:57 PM 3:00 PM 3:05 PM 3:11 PM 3:25 PM 3:30 PM 3:33 PM 3:42 PM 3:46 PM

3:50 PM 4:00 PM 4:07 PM 4:10 PM 4:15 PM 4:21 PM 4:35 PM 4:40 PM 4:43 PM 4:52 PM 4:56 PM

5:00 PM 5:10 PM 5:17 PM 5:20 PM 5:25 PM 5:31 PM 5:45 PM 5:50 PM 5:53 PM 6:02 PM 6:06 PM

Hours

Monday - Friday 7:00AM to 6:00PM

Saturday 8:06AM to 6:06PM
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City of La Porte  
ACCESIBILIDAD PARA  

INCAPACITADOS 
Todos los autobuses estan  
equipados con ascensores para aquellos 
incapacitados. Cuando un autobus se 
acerca, el conductor alinea la silla de 
rueda con el ascensor y proporciona 
asistencia con el abordaje.  
 

 
SERVICIOS ESPECIALES 

Para aquellos individuos certificados con 
incapacidades son elegibles de acuerdo 
al Acta de Americanos con  
Incapacidades (ADA) el departamento 
de Transito del Condado de Harris  
proporciona servicio de curva a curva 
dentro de 3/4 de milla a cada lado de la 
parada del Autobus. Llamme al 713-578
-2216 para mas informacion o para  
recibir una aplicacion.   
 

TITULO VI  AVISO  

El Condado de Harris opera sus  
programas y servicios sin considerar 
raza, color y origen nacional de acuerdo 
con el titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos 
Civiles. Cualquier persona que cree que 
ella o el ha sido agraviado por practicas  
discriminatorias ilegales bajo el Titulo 
VI, puede presentar una queja con el 
Condado de Harris. Para obtener 
mas  informacion sobre el programa de 
Derechos Civiles del Condado Harris y 
los procedimientos para presenter una 
queja favor de comunicarse al  713-578-
2000, Marcar 7-1-1 (1800—735-
2988),   al correo electronico  
transit@csd.hctx.net , o puede visitor 
nuestras oficinas administrativas en 
el  8410 Lantern Point Drive, Houston, 
Texas 77054. Para mas informacion  
visite nuestra pagina de internet 
www.harriscountytransit.com 
 
Si la informacion es necesaria en otro 
idioma , llame al siguiente numero  
713-578-2000. 

Handicapped Accessibility  
All buses are equipped with ramps/lifts 
for those who are disabled. When a bus 
approaches, the driver will align the 
mobility device ramp/lift with the  
passenger and the driver will provide 
assistance in boarding. 
    

Special Service 
For those individual with disabilities  
certified as eligible      according to the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Harris County Transit provides curb to 
curb service within ¾ of a mile on each 
side of a bus route.   Call 713-578-
2216 for details and an application.     
 

TITLE VI NOTICE 

Harris County operates its programs 
and services without  
regard to race, color, and national 
origin in accordance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act. Any person who  
believes she or he has been aggrieved 
by any unlawful discriminatory practice 
under Title VI may file a complaint with 
Harris County. For more information on 
Harris County’s civil rights program and 
the procedures to file a complaint,  
contact 713-578-2000, TTY Dial 7-1-1 
(1-800-735-2988); email  
transit@csd.hctx.net; or visit our  
administrative office at 8410 Lantern 
Point Drive, Houston, Texas 77054. For 
more information, visit 
www.harriscountytransit.com  
 
If information is needed in another  
language, contact  
713-578-2000. 

LA PORTE / BAYTOWN SHUTTLE 
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For connections to Baytown call 713-578-2216 to schedule a trip with  

the Baytown Shuttle!  

 

Para conexiones a Baytown llame Al 713-578-2216 para programar su viaje con  

el Baytown Shuttle!  

 

Track Your Transit Live  
On Your Phone!  

Instructions 

> App store OR Play store 
> Search: RideSystem 
> Install: FREE!  
> Type: Harris County OR  
Scroll Down and Select Harris County 
> Track your bus LIVE!  

Localiza su autobus  

utilizando su teléfono! 

Instrucciones  

> App store O Play store 
> Buscar: RideSystem 
> Instalar: GRATIS!  
> Tipo: Harris County O buscar  
y seleccionar Harris County 
> Localizar el autobus directo!  

Follow us on Twitter for the latest  

schedule information.  

Siguenos en Twitter para las ultimas informacion  

de la programacion.  

  @HarrisCountyTra 

Route System / El Systema de Rutas  

 
Harris County Community Service Department / Departamento de Transito del Condado de Harris 
 
www.harriscountytransit.com  
 
 713-578-2216 

mailto:transit@csd.hctx.net
http://WWW.harriscountytransit.com
http://www.harris
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PASSENGER CODE OF CONDUCT / CONDUCTA PARA PASAJEROS 

 Always have exact fare amount. The driver cannot make change. 
       Tener siempre la cantidad exacta. El conductor no puede hacer el cambio.  
 
 Do not distract, threaten, or verbally abuse the driver or other passengers. 
 No distraigan, amenazar o abusar verbalmente al conductor o a otros pasajeros  
 
 The use of profanity, vulgar or intimidating language is prohibited. 
 Se prohibe la profanidad, vulgar, o lenguaje intimidado.   
 
 Eating, drinking, and open containers are strictly prohibited while boarding the  bus and  
 at anytime you are on the bus.  
 No se permite comer, beber en el autobus o subir al autobus con un recipient abierto.  
 
 Smoking, E-Cigarettes,  or the use of chewing tobacco is prohibited on the bus and at bus stops. 
 Fumar, cigarillos electronicos, o el uso de Tabaco de mascar esta prohibido en el autobus y en las  
 paradas de autobus. 
 
 No spitting or excreting other bodily fluids on the bus or at the bus stops. 
 No escupir o excretar otros fluidos corporals en el autobus o en las paradas de autobus.   
 
 No prohibited weapons, explosives, flammable liquids or hazardous chemicals on the bus or at 

bus stops. 
 Se prohibe armas, explosivos, liquidos inflamables o productos quimicos peligrosos en el autobus.   
 
 Alcohol and drug use is forbidden on board the bus and at bus stops. 
 El alcohol y el consume de drogas estan prohibidos a bordo del autobus y en las paradas de autobus. 
 
 Only four bags of groceries or packages per person may be carried on the bus. 
 Solo cuatro bolsad de comestibles o paquetes por persona se puden llevar en el autobus.  
 
 Passengers must provide their own infant and/ or child seat. 

Los pasajeros deben proporcionar sus propios asientos para bebes y / o ninos.  

Adults/Children 12yrs + 
Adultos/Ninos 12yrs + 
  
 
Children (2—11 yrs.)  
Ninos (2-11yrs.) 
 
 
Seniors (62 & older with ID) 
Mayor (62 & mayor con ID) 
 
 
Medicare/Medicaid Card 
Tarjeta de Medicare/Medicaid 
 
 
Disabled with ID 
Discapacitado con ID 
 
 
Children under 2 
Menores de 2 Anos 
 
 
Elementary thru High School  
Students (with current school 
ID) 
Estudiantes de Escuela Primaria 
hasta Secundaria Estuidantes (con 
ID corriente) 
 
 
Certified Paratransit   
Eligible Passenger 
Paratransito Certificado 
Pasajeros Elegibles  
 
 

$1.00 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 

FREE  
 GRATIS 
 
 
$0.50 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
 
 
 
 
 
$2.00 Each Way  
 Por Viaje 
(Application Required) 
(Aplicacion Requiere) 

All times are approximate. Times need to be estimated for Transit Stops located between the above timing points. Service is from Monday — Friday from 6:00am 

to 6:00pm—subject to change on County holidays. Exact fare must be provided and shown to driver for confirmation of amount upon entering  the Transit bus.   

Change will not be provided by driver.  

Todos los horarios son aproximados. Los tiempos deben ser estimados para paradas de tránsito situados entre los puntos de tiempo anteriores. El servicio es de lunes — viernes 

de 7:00am de 6:03pm.—sujeto a cambios sobre vacaciones del condado. Tarifa exacta se debe proporcionar al conductor y se muestra para la confirmación de la cantidad al    

entrar en el autobús de tránsito . El cambio no será proporcionado por el conductor. 
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Harris County Community Service Department 
Departamento de Transito del Condado de Harris 
 
www.harriscountytransit.com 
 
713-578-2216 
 

Garth @ Park (West Bound Pick Ups) 

 Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center @ San Jacinto Street.  

 Strawberry Clinic @ Shaw Avenue.  

 

Woodridge @ Gulfgate Center (East Bound Pick Ups) 

 Social Security Office  

 Garth @ Park Street (Transfer Point) 

 

Woodridge at Gulfgate Center (EB)

6:00 AM 7:00 AM

8:00 AM 9:00 AM

10:00 AM 11:00 AM

12:00 PM 1:00 PM

2:00 PM 3:00 PM

4:00 PM 5:00 PM

Garth @ Park (WB)

Baytown/La Porte Shuttle Schedule



ACCESIBILIDAD PARA  
INCAPACITADOS 

Todos los autobuses estan  
equipados con ascensores para aquellos 
incapacitados. Cuando un autobus se 
acerca, el conductor alinea la silla de 
rueda con el ascensor y proporciona 
asistencia con el abordaje.  
 

 
SERVICIOS ESPECIALES 

Para aquellos individuos certificados con 
incapacidades son elegibles de acuerdo 
al Acta de Americanos con  
Incapacidades (ADA) el departamento 
de Transito del Condado de Harris  
proporciona servicio de curva a curva 
dentro de 3/4 de milla a cada lado de la 
parada del Autobus. Llamme al 713-578
-2216 para mas informacion o para  
recibir una aplicacion.   
 

TITULO VI  AVISO  

El Condado de Harris opera sus  
programas y servicios sin considerar 
raza, color y origen nacional de acuerdo 
con el titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos 
Civiles. Cualquier persona que cree que 
ella o el ha sido agraviado por practicas  
discriminatorias ilegales bajo el Titulo 
VI, puede presentar una queja con el 
Condado de Harris. Para obtener 
mas  informacion sobre el programa de 
Derechos Civiles del Condado Harris y 
los procedimientos para presenter una 
queja favor de comunicarse al  713-578-
2000, Marcar 7-1-1 (1800—735-
2988),   al correo electronico  
transit@csd.hctx.net , o puede visitor 
nuestras oficinas administrativas en 
el  8410 Lantern Point Drive, Houston, 
Texas 77054. Para mas informacion  
visite nuestra pagina de internet 
www.harriscountytransit.com 
 
Si la informacion es necesaria en otro 
idioma , llame al siguiente numero  
713-578-2000. 

Handicapped Accessibility  
All buses are equipped with ramps/lifts 
for those who are disabled. When a bus 
approaches, the driver will align the 
mobility device ramp/lift with the  
passenger and the driver will provide 
assistance in boarding. 
    

Special Service 
For those individuals with disabilities  
certified as eligible      according to the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Harris County Transit provides curb to 
curb service within ¾ of a mile on each 
side of a bus route.   Call 713-578-
2216 for details and an application.     
 

TITLE VI NOTICE 

Harris County operates its programs 
and services without  
regard to race, color, and national 
origin in accordance with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act. Any person who  
believes she or he has been aggrieved 
by any unlawful discriminatory practice 
under Title VI may file a complaint with 
Harris County. For more information on 
Harris County’s civil rights program and 
the procedures to file a complaint,  
contact 713-578-2000, TTY Dial 7-1-1 
(1-800-735-2988); email  
transit@csd.hctx.net; or visit our  
administrative office at 8410 Lantern 
Point Drive, Houston, Texas 77054. For 
more information, visit 
www.harriscountytransit.com  
 
If information is needed in another  
language, contact  
713-578-2000. 

Follow us on Twitter for the latest  

schedule information.  

Siguenos en Twitter para las ultimas informacion  

de la programacion.  

  @HarrisCountyTra 

Keeping Transit Moving! / Mantener Transit en Movimiento!  

Track Your Transit Live  

On Your Phone!  

Instructions 

> App store OR Play store 
> Search: RideSystem 
> Install: FREE!  
> Type: Harris County OR  
Scroll Down and Select Harris County 
> Track your bus LIVE!  

 
Harris County Community Service Department / Departamento de Transito del Condado de Harris 
 
www.harriscountytransit.com  
 
 713-578-2216 

Baytown/La Porte Shuttle (Gulfgate Connection) 

Localiza su autobus  

utilizando su teléfono! 

Instrucciones  

> App store O Play store 

> Buscar: RideSystem 

> Instalar: GRATIS!  

> Tipo: Harris County O buscar  

y seleccionar Harris County 

> Localizar el autobus directo!  

Please note that METRO Fare rates will apply for the METRO bus system.  

Information for METRO Fares and trip planning can be found @ www.ridemetro.org or by calling METRO @ 713-635-4000 

 

Tenga en cuenta que las tarifas de METRO se aplicaran para el sistema de autobuses METRO.  

Información para METRO Tarifas y planificación de viajes pueden ser encontrados en www.ridemetro.org o llamando a METRO @ 713-635-4000 

mailto:transit@csd.hctx.net
http://WWW.harriscountytransit.com
http://www.harris


 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Ian Clowes, City Planner  

Department: Planning and Development  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Ordinance 2020-3790, Proposed SCUP,     P&Z letter 

of recommendation, Aerial map, Zoning map, and Applicant 

information 
 
 

SUMMARY 
 

Brandon Lunsford, applicant; on behalf of Dan Marrouf of Tri-Star Aviation Inc., owner; 
is seeking approval of a SCUP (Special Conditional Use Permit) to allow for a floral 
shop/tea room use to locate within an existing 6,000 square foot building at the La Porte 
Airport. Since, the proposed site is part of the La Porte Municipal Airport, the site is 
subject to City Council approval for any proposed use of the building.  
 
The total proposed site are for the project is roughly 0.75-acre tract of land, legally 
described as a portion of Lots 3 & 4, and a portion of Tract 5, Block 2, Payne W J 
Survey. The attached Area Map Exhibit shows the location of the subject property. 
Additionally, there is an attached Zoning Map Exhibit that indicates the property is 
zoned Planned Unit Development (PUD) as well as a Future Land Use Map that shows 
the site having a “Public/Institutional” underlying future land use. 
 
Staff mailed ten (10) public notices to property owners located within 200 feet of the 
subject property. Staff did not receive any returned comment sheets either in favor of 
or opposition to the proposed use. 
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission, at their May 21, 2020, regular meeting, voted 
6-0 to recommend approval of the proposed SCUP, as presented with the five (5) 
conditions. Commissioner O’Conner recused herself from the vote due to her relationship 
with the applicant. Commissioners Kendrick and Tschappat were not present.   
 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: N/A 
 

Account Number: N/A 
 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 
 

Amount Requested: N/A 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



A list of five (5) conditions of approval has been provided based on staff and 
Commission input. Should the City Council choose to approve the SCUP request, staff 
recommends the final SCUP document be approved with the following conditions: 
 

1. A site development plan shall be submitted, if necessary, in accordance with 
applicable requirements of the City of La Porte’s Development Ordinance and 
shall comply with all provisions of Chapter 106, “Zoning” of the City’s Code of 
Ordinances and all other department reviews and applicable laws and 
ordinances of the City of La Porte and the State of Texas. 

2. The proposed use falls under General Commercial.  All GC zoning and 
development requirements will need to be met, outside of any conditions listed 
below. 

3. Permitted use is limited to floral shop (NAICS #453110) and tea room (NAICS 
#722515) uses only. No other uses shall be permitted on site without the 
approval of a new SCUP.  

4. All necessary documentation for building permit review must be submitted in 
conjunction with the city’s building permit application process for any proposed 
building improvements. 

5. Any substantive modifications to this Special Conditional Use Permit will require 
an amendment to this SCUP in accordance with Chapter 106, “Zoning” of the 
City’s Code of Ordinances.  

 
Per Sec. 106-171. (6) Council Actions. “The city council shall act upon such motion or 
petition within 30 days from the date the final report of the city planning and zoning 
commission was submitted to the city council.” 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

Should the Council wish to uphold the Planning and Zoning Commission’s approval, a 
motion could be as follows: 
 
I move that the Council uphold the Planning and Zoning Commission’s approval 
of the application for Special Conditional Use Permit (SCUP) #20-91000002, for a 
0.75-acre tract of land located at 10515 Spencer Hwy., and legally described as a 
portion of Tract 5, Block 2, Payne W J Survey. 
 
Should the Council wish to deny the request a motion could be as follows: 
 
I move that the Council deny Ordinance 2020-3790 for Special Conditional Use 
Permit (SCUP) #20-91000002, for a 0.75-acre tract of land located at 10515 
Spencer Hwy., and legally described as a portion of Tract 5, Block 2, Payne W J 
Survey. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 



 
     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 



ORDINANCE NO. 2020-3790 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, 
CHAPTER 106, MORE COMMONLY REFEFRED TO AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF LA PORTE, BY GRANTING SPECIAL CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. 20-91000002, 
TO ALLOW FOR A FLORAL SHOP AND TEA ROOM USE TO LOCATE IN THE PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT (PUD) ZONING DISTRCT, ON 0.75 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED AT 10515 
SPENCER HIGHWAY AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS A PORTION OF  LOTS 3 & 4 AND A 
PORTION OF TRACT 5, BLOCK 2, PAYNE W J SURVEY, LA PORTE, HARRIS COUNTY, 
TEXAS; MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS OF FACT RELATED TO THE SUBJECT; FINDING 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS LAW; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
HEREOF 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS: 

 
Section 1. Chapter 106 “Zoning” of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by granting Special 

Conditional Use Permit #20-91000002 attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated by 
reference for all purposes, to allow for a floral shop and tea room to locate on a 0.75 acre tract 
of land located at 10515 Spencer Hwy. and legally described as a portion of Lots 3 & 4, and a 

portion of Tract 5, Block 2, Payne W J Survey, Harris County, Texas, and situated within the 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) zoning district. 

 
Section 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the terms of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed; provided, however, that such repeal shall be only to the extent of such 
inconsistency and in all other respects this ordinance shall be cumulative of other 
ordinances regulating and governing the subject matter covered by this ordinance. 

 
Section 3. Should any section or part of this ordinance be held unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, or 

the application to any person or circumstance for any reasons thereof ineffective or 
inapplicable, such unconstitutionality, illegality, invalidity, or ineffectiveness of such section 
or part shall in no way affect, impair or invalidate the remaining portions thereof; but as 
to such remaining portion or portions, the same shall be and remain in full force and effect 
and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are declared to be severable. 

 
Section 4. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and declares that a sufficient written 

notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City Council is posted at 
a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the city for the time required by law 
preceding this meeting, as required by Chapter 551, TX. Gov’t Code; and that this meeting 
has been open to the public as required by law at all times during which this ordinance and 
the subject matter thereof has been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The 
City Council further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice and the contents 
and posting thereof. 

 
Section 5. The City Council of the City of La Porte hereby finds that public notice was properly mailed 

to all owners of all properties located within two hundred feet (200’) of the properties under 
consideration. 



 
Section 6. The City Council of the City of La Porte hereby finds, determines, and declares that all 

prerequisites of law have been satisfied and hereby determines and declares that the 
amendments to the City of La Porte Zoning Classification contained in this Ordinance 
as amendments thereto are desirable and in furtherance of the goals and objectives 
stated in the City of La Porte’s Comprehensive Plan. 

 
Section 7. This ordinance shall be effective after its passage and approval. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this, the 22nd day of June, 2020.  
 

CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 
 
      ______________________________ 

Louis R. Rigby, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 

__________________________ ____________________________ 
 

Lee Woodward, City Secretary  Clark Askins, Assistant City Attorney 



EXHIBIT A 
 

City of La Porte 
Special Conditional Use Permit  

#20-91000002 
 
 

This permit is issued to: Brandon Lunsford, Garden Of Eden Floral.  

Owner or Agent 
 

       10404 Spencer Hwy. 
 

Address 
 
For Development of: Floral Shop/Tea Room  

Development Name 
 

       10515 Spencer Hwy. 
Address 

 

Legal Description: A 0.75 acre portion of Lots 3 & 4, and a portion of Tract 5, Block 2, Payne W J 

Survey, Harris County, TX_                                    ___                             

 

 

Zoning: PUD, Planned Unit Development__________________________      
 

Use: Floral Shop/Tea Room  
 

Permit Conditions: 
 
This Special Conditional Use Permit (SCUP) is applicable for the subject property, a copy of which shall be 
maintained in the files of the City’s Planning and Development Department upon approval. Project 
development shall be in accordance with the following conditions: 
 

1. A site development plan shall be submitted, if necessary, in accordance with applicable 
requirements of the City of La Porte’s Development Ordinance and shall comply with all 
provisions of Chapter 106, “Zoning” of the City’s Code of Ordinances and all other 
department reviews and applicable laws and ordinances of the City of La Porte and the 
State of Texas. 

2. The underlying zoning shall be General Commercial.  All GC zoning and development 
requirements will need to be met, outside of any conditions listed below. 

3. Permitted use is limited to floral shop (NAICS #453110) and tea room (NAICS #722515) 
uses only. No other uses shall be permitted on site without the approval of a new SCUP.  

4. All necessary documentation for building permit review must be submitted in conjunction 
with the city’s building permit application process for any proposed building improvements. 

5. Any substantive modifications to this Special Conditional Use Permit will require an 
amendment to this SCUP in accordance with Chapter 106, “Zoning” of the City’s Code of 
Ordinances.  

 
Failure to start construction of the site within 12 months after issuance or as scheduled under the terms of 



a special conditional use permit shall void the permit as approved, except upon an extension of time 
granted after application to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

 
If contract or agreement is terminated after completion of any stage and there is ample evidence that further 
development is not contemplated, the ordinance establishing such special conditional use permit may be 
rescinded by the City Council, upon its own motion or upon the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission of the City of La Porte, and the previous zoning of the entire tract shall be in full effect on the 
portion which is undeveloped. 

 

Validation Date:    
 
 

 
  

   Teresa Evans                                                                                City Secretary 
   Director of Planning and Development 

 



                                  City of La Porte      Planning and Development Department 
                  Established 1892               Teresa Evans, Director    

                   

 

 
City of La Porte           604 W. Fairmont Parkway Phone: (281) 471-5020 

Planning and Development         La Porte, TX  77571-6215 Fax: (281) 470-5005 
www.laportetx.gov 

 

 

 
May 22, 2020 
 
 
Honorable Mayor Rigby and City Council 
City of La Porte 
 
RE: Special Conditional Use Permit Request #20-91000002 
 
Dear Mayor Rigby and City Council: 
 
The La Porte Planning and Zoning Commission held a regular meeting May 21, 2020 to 
hear a Special Conditional Use Permit request by Brandon Lundsford, applicant; on behalf of 

Dan Marrouf of Tri-Star Aviation Inc., owner; for a Special Conditional Use Permit to allow a 

floral shop and tea room located at 10515 Spencer Hwy., and legally described as a portion of 

Lots 3 & 4, and a portion of Tract 5, Block 2, Payne W J Survey. Any proposed use at this site 
requires approval of a SCUP. 
 
The Commission voted 6-0 to recommend approval of the proposed SCUP with the 5 
proposed conditions. Commissioner O’Conner recused herself due to her relationship with 
the applicant.  Commissioners Kendrick and Tschappat were not present.  
 
Respectfully submitted 

 
Ian Clowes, City Planner 
On behalf of the Planning and Zoning Commission 
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Ryan Cramer ED Coordinator  

Department: CMO  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Economic Alliance presentation 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 
 

As a part of their agreement with the City of La Porte, the Port Region Economic 
Alliance is required to make an annual presentation to the Economic Development 
Corporation and City Council. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 

Receive Annual presentation from Economic Alliance. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



City of La Porte Annual Report

June 22, 2020

Presented By:
Chad Burke

President/CEO
Economic Alliance Houston Port Region

chad@allianceportregion.com1



Our Mission

A non-profit organization, created in 1985, whose 
mission is to grow and market a vibrant regional 
economy.
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Our Footprint

Most sought-after region in the world for petrochemical, 
manufacturing, maritime and logistics operations.

25 miles of the Houston 
Ship Channel:

1. World’s largest 
petrochemical complex

2. Nation’s busiest port in 
terms of foreign tonnage

12 Cities, Harris County, 
Port Houston

250+ Private Sector 
Members
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The Impact of the Houston 
Ship Channel

Our region produces: 
27% of the nation’s gasoline 
60% of the nation’s aviation fuel 
80% of the nation’s military grade fuel 
35% of the nation’s natural gas production 
42% of the nation’s specialty chemical 
feedstock 
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State GDP along HSC

In 2018, the Houston Ship Channel
• generated nearly $802 billion in U.S. 

economic value
• supported 3.2 million jobs
• provided $38 billion in tax revenue

In Texas, it 
• generated $339 billion in economic 

value
• sustained 1.3 million jobs
• generated $5.6 billion in state and 

local tax revenue

79%

21%

Other Houston Ship Channel
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Gulf Coast Private Investments 
Dwarfs Investments by All Other Ports

Source: EPD Fundamentals, American Association of Port Authorities; 2016-2020 Port Planned Infrastructure Survey

Region
Capital Spend By Ports  

2016-2020
Private Sector Port Capital  

2016-2020

Great Lakes $0.5 $0.5

North Pacific $1.3 $2.7

North Atlantic $3.6 $1.2

South Pacific $4.6 $3.1

South Atlantic $7.6 $1.8

Gulf Coast $5.0 $122.8

$22.6 $132.1

While most ports’ capital is driven by imports of foreign-made products, the  Gulf Coast is driven by private 

investments supporting the U.S. EnergyRevolution.

(Dollars in Billions)
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• August 2019 saw the peak of U.S.’s production at 12.4 million barrels/day
• Total global production = 100mbpd (historically)
• Demand fell to approximately 70mbpd in April
• Refining utilization fell to 68% in the U.S.
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U.S. Crude Exports
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Texas Gulf Coast Crude Export Breakdown

44%

29%

27%

Houston Ship Channel Beaumont Corpus Christi

• The Permian Basin is producing 4.4 M
barrels of oil per day and funneling more 
crude oil to Texas’ coast and the Houston 
Ship Channel.

• Houston exports 700,000 barrels per day

• Has fallen to almost 0 since April
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COVID-19 Impact on Shipping
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COVID-19 Impact on Vessel Movements
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All reports and associated data are produced by the Greater Houston Port Bureau for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain 
work-related product and/or proprietary information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is inconsistent with the terms 
associated with the provision of this data and its related reports.



Economic Development
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Professional Services

Provide a professional relationship to navigate the multiple facets of 
the site selection/expansion process, including access to our economic 
development support network.

• Conduct real estate searches
• Participate in and coordinate site-selection tours
• Facilitate access to data
• Provide guidance in evaluating State and Local incentive permitting and 

workforce programs
• Advocate for projects and mobilize of key members
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Impact on the Houston Port Region

65 Wins since 2008

$13 B Capital Investment

3,179 Jobs Created
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2019 Economic Development Project Wins: 
$2.9 B Capital Investment; 285 Total Jobs  

2020 Economic Development Project Wins:
$487 M Capital Investment; 80 Total Jobs
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Impact on the Houston Port Region



Current Project Pipeline Breakdown

Logistics
30%

Petrochemical 
Manufacturing

50%

Other
20%

TOTAL PROJECTS

40

POTENTIAL DIRECT
JOB CREATION

2,547

POTENTIAL CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

$9.7 B
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Why focus on the Petrochemical Industry?

For every one job created from the business of chemistry,
7.1 jobs are created in other sectors.

In addition, the average annual salary of a U.S. chemical industry 
employee in Texas is $106,707, which is 46 percent higher than the 
average U.S. manufacturing pay.
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Connecting the Region, Despite COVID-19

Facilitated 23 member-business connections in the first month 
of “Work safe-Stay home” order, i.e.

• Sourcing PPE for industry, port and county
• Coordinating chemical sales to create sanitizer
• Coordinating permits to bring offshore oil & gas workers into Texas
• Sourcing fleet storage space for trucks & cars
• Disseminating CARES Act PPP information
• Surveyed plant managers for safety protocols
• Sourcing crude oil storage options

Participated in 16 Panels & Presentations to provide timely industry 
and port updates during the shutdown. 19



Transportation
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8-Hour Ozone Design Values

1985
2018
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Committee of Regional 
Transportation Stakeholders

• Regional Mayors
• East Harris County Manufacturer's Association (130+ plants)
• Port Houston
• Harris County
• Texas Department of Transportation
• Houston Galveston Area Council

This committee addresses critical issues associated with the 
movement of Freight and Commuters.
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#
Project Priority Info & Updates

1

Barbours Cut Connectivity to SH-146   

H/S

TxDOT is working on a design for restriping Barbours Cut Blvd, will need to continue to work to identify a long term 

connectivity solution

2

SH-146 Widening - Fairmont to Red Bluff Road

H/S

Widen to 6 main lanes, environmentally cleared, Final design underway/anticipated to let in Fall 2022.

3 SH-225 expansion/improvement (8-East 146) H/S TxDOT is working on a feasibility study for SH 225 from I-610 to SH 146.  completion Q3 2018

4 Broadway Double Track Project H/S Construction is underway, should complete in 2019

5

Grand Parkway NE Segments H & I

H/S

Design-Build Project/recently awarded.  The total cost of this project is approximately $1.4 Billion. Estimated completion 

date is February 2022.  Construction to being Summer 2018

6

FM-1942 from Hatcherville Road to SH-146 – 

road improvement H/S

7

Hatcherville Rd from FM-1942 to 

Liberty/Chambers Co.Line – road widening H/S

No improvements are currently planned

8

FM 565 from SH-146 to SH-99 – widening and 

addition of turning lanes H/S

MPOID 17113; FY 2024                                                                 Project from FM 1409 to SH 99: Reconstruct and realign 

roadway is anticipated to let for construction in FY 2018

9

Peninsula Road Widening and Rail Crossing 

Improvement

H/S

Notice To Proceed was issued 12/2018, the rail crossing improvements are already underway,  Project is in construction.   

Widen Pensinsula road to 4 lanes (3 inbound and 1 outbound) and make improvements to up to 6 rail crossings

10

SH-99 and I-45 direct connectors for trucks 

heading from PH to Dallas and Dallas to PH H/M

Identified to TxDOT in March 2018

11

BW-8 Direct Connectors @ SH-225: 

Westbound on 225 to 8 N, Northbound on 8 

to E/W 225, Eastbound on 225 to 8S H/M

Working with HCTRA, construction of 4 connectors is funded, applyied for Federal Grant for the remaining work, 

environmental studies underway, No ROW needed, anticipated letting in 2021, estimate construction cost for entire 

interchange is $180 Million

12

SH146 from I10 to Business 146 (Alexander 

Drive)

The grade separation/freeway starts at Alexander and continues all the way to Red Bluff. There probably needs to be 

some work on SH146 North of 110 through Mont Belvieu also

13 Penn City Connector H/M Need to develop a business case analysis for project

14 Barbours Cut Blvd expansion to 6 lanes  H/M Need to develop a business case analysis for project

15

SH-225 expansion/improvement (8-West 610)

H/M

16

I-69 Bypass (feasibility of a bypass on the East 

side of Houston is being considered)

H/M

Potentially starting as far South as Wharton and tying as far North as Cleveland.  Potential to use SH 99 Seg. H & I.  

Southern Section of an I-69 Bypass is being discussed through HGAC.  TxDOT is beginning an Origin-Destination Study (O-

D) to determine how many trucks would use the route.  

17 Fairmont Parkway (Turning improvements) H/M Under construction                                                                      County and La Porte funded through TxDOT Grant

18 SH-225 and I-610 Interchange H/L TxDOT is working with H-GAC to begin a feasibility study for SH 225 from I-610 to SH 146

19 I-610 bridge at HSC H/L Additional meetings with the Economic Alliance are requested to identify the needs and project scope at this location

20

Fairmont Parkway (Widening)

H/L

Widening is recommended from Canada Rd to SH 146. There are at least 3 major freight generators on the south side of 

Fairmont in this area.

21 Port Road Phase 3 & Drainage  M/M Design is underway, expected to let in Q4 2019

22

SH-330 (improve northbound connectivity to I-

10 - 2 lanes or direct connect) M/M

Construct Northbound to Eastbound connection.  Working to secure construction funding.  Anticipated environmental 

clearance – Summer 2018.  The estimated let date is Spring 2022

23

Independence Parkway (improve Northbound 

connectivity to SH-225) M/M

Dedicated turning lane. Getting those trucks in and out of Ind. Blvd. Increase turning capacity

24

Spencer Highway Bridge (Bayport Rail 

Mainline) at Fairmont M/L

MPOID 10532; FY 2018

25 Bayport Mainline Rail Track M/L MPOID 10455;  Need business case to support investment

26

Sheldon Road expansion  

M/L

Project has been submitted to HGAC TIP Call for Projects.

27 Applet Road (Sheldon to Market) M/L

28 Jacintoport Road Improvement L/L Also on the Primary Highway Freight System, thereby eligible for federal freight funding

29 Jacintoport Direct Connectors L/L Direct Connect makes it a TxDOT/HCTRA discussion

30 Haden Rd (extension to Penn City Rd)  L/L County roadway/POHA

TxDOT Projects shaded Priority Level:   Time Frame Required:

Harris County Projects H-HIGH Priority / S-SHORT Term 0-5 yrs

M-MEDIUM Priority / M-MID Term 5-10 yrs

L-LOW Priority / L-LONG Term 10+ yrs

Houston Port Region Freight Improvement Strategic Plan
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Ready to Let: 2021 or Earlier
Estimated Amount: $180 Million
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SH 225 East

TxDOT is working on a feasibility study for SH 225 
from I-610 to SH 146. 

Completion: Q3 2018
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SH 225 West

TxDOT is working on a feasibility study for SH 225 
from I-610 to SH 146. 

Completion: Q3 2018

26



27



Ship Channel Infrastructure
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150+ Private Terminals, over $200B 
in Capital Investments on the 
Houston Ship Channel
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Growing Ships

• Very Large Container Vessels can be built 
in a year

• HSC needs to be widened from 530 to 
742 feet to accommodate the large ships 
coming to Houston

• Ship size continues to grow; bigger 
tankers, bulkers and container ships 
cause delays
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Exports are Increasing

• LPG exports
• Increasing chemical demand – anticipated 45% growth over 

the next decade
• Continuing manufacturing investments
• Increasing resin exports

31



32



Scope of Contemplated 

Locally Preferred Plan 

Original Army Corps. 

Proposal 
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Workforce Development

Dream It. Do It. Southeast Texas
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Inspiring and Preparing the Next Generation

Filing the pipeline of potential workers in the petrochemical, maritime 
and logistics industries.

Leveraging partnerships with the EHCMA and 9 community colleges to 

recruit and train a qualified workforce

Providing career paths and job opportunities to address attrition, 

skill enhancement and demand

Targeting high-demand, high-paying careers supporting 

the petrochemical and maritime industries

2019 Texas Economic Development Council’s Workforce Excellence 

Award >250,000 population
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Market Train Hire

Talent Pipeline

Our mission is to fill the pipeline of potential workers in the 
petrochemical, manufacturing, maritime and logistics industries, while 
leveraging partnerships with the East Harris County Manufacturers 
Association and 9 community colleges to recruit a qualified workforce.
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2019

105
Presentations

11,421
Contacts

2016

50
Presentations

5,222 
Contacts

2017

72
Presentations

12,909
Contacts

2018

76
Presentations

9,304
Contacts
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In March schools closed and we went virtual
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Public Policy
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Public Policy

2019 – State Policy
24 Economic Alliance Members participated in 31 meetings in Austin, TX.

2019 – Federal Policy
31 Economic Alliance Members participated in 35 meetings in Washington D.C.

Federal White Paper Considerations
Port Infrastructure – Widening Project
Workforce Investment
EXIM Bank Reauthorization
Storm Surge Protection

State White Paper Considerations
Chapter 312 – Reauthorized
Coastal Spine Taxing Authority – Passed
Workforce HB2214 – Deployment to Employment – Passed
Texas Emissions Reduction Plan – Passed
Expedited Permitting – Passed
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Leading the Conversation in Industry
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Informing the Nation
September 17, 2020

11th Annual Conference of National Industry Leaders
The Gulf Coast Industry Forum brings together industry leaders focused 
on petrochemicals, energy and logistics.

Networking and Connections
• 1000+ Attendees
• 40 Exhibiting Companies and Institutions

Industry and Market Insight
• Global Chemicals Outlook
• Plant Managers Panel
• Midstream Oil & Gas Report
• Regulations and Policy Update
• Port Houston Update
• CEO Outlook
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Thank you!
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Corby Alexander, City Mgr.  

Department: CMO/Administration  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits:  Sublease Agreement 

 

  

 
 

SUMMARY 

The City of La Porte leases property to Tri-Star Aviation, Inc. at the La Porte Municipal 
Airport. Tri-Star has requested that the City approve a Sublease Agreement between 
Tri-Star and Brandon Lunsford/Garden of Eden Flower Shop to operate a restaurant 
and flower shop in an existing hanger owned by Tri-Star. The Lease Agreement 
between the City of La Porte and Tri-Star Aviation, Inc. requires the approval of the City 
to sublease.  The Attached Sublease Agreement, if approved, will allow Garden of Eden 
to acquire a building permit to modify the existing structure to conform with building and 
health codes, and permit the operation of a restaurant/flower shop on leased property 
at the La Porte Municipal Airport. 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

I move to approve the Sublease Agreement between Tri-Star Aviation Inc. and 
Brandon Lunsford/Garden of Eden for the operation of a restaurant/flower shop 
on the La Porte Municipal Airport. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

 
     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: N/A 
 

Account Number: N/A 
 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 
 

Amount Requested: N/A 
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral

$3000�

Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral
$36,000 per year;          $3000 per

Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral
restaurant/coffee shop/floral shop

Garden of Eden Floral
EXHIBIT A

Garden of Eden Floral
August 01, 2020

Garden of Eden Floral

Garden of Eden Floral, LLC.�

Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


�

Garden of Eden Floral
 
 That hangar located on 0.75 acre tract of land legally described as a portion of Lots 3 & 4, and a portion of Tract 5,
 Block 2, Payne W J Survey, Harris County, La Porte, TX. 77571, owned by Sub-Lessor, and hereinafter referred to 
 in this Sub-Lease as the “Building or” Sub-lease Premises." Parking to the east, adjacent to the hangar will be 
 available to the sub-lesseor if needed at any time. �





Garden of Eden Floral

(iiii).   Maintenance - 

Sub Lessor agrees to pay up to/no more than; $500.00 (five hundred dollars) on any repairs as deductible on repairs/breakdowns in which is solely the responsibility of Sub Lessee; - electrical, plumbing and air-conditioning.�



Garden of Eden Floral
2020

Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral


Garden of Eden Floral
2020



 

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 
 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Rosalyn Epting, Director  

Department: Parks & Recreation  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Master Plan Document 

  

 
 

SUMMARY 

The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan is complete. Our consultant for 
the project is Aaron Tuley with Halff Associates, Inc.  He will be in attendance at the 
June 22nd City Council meeting and be presenting to Council an overview of the 

completed Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. 
 

Staff recommends approval of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 

Provide staff direction regarding the Parks, Recreation an Open Space Master 
Plan. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

 
     

Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds: N/A 
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



  LA PORTE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master Plan 
DRAFT June 11, 2020 
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T 
 

he original La Porte Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan 
(hereafter, Parks Master Plan) was completed in 2002. In 2008, an update 

to that plan was developed. Since 2008, La Porte has been growing at a 
moderate pace, approaching a population of 33,800 in 2010 and an estimate 
of 35,371 people in 2017 (U.S. Census). Since 2008, the City Council adopted 
two updates to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, one in 2012 and six years 
later an update in 2018. A 2013-2017 Strategic Plan developed by the Mayor, 
City Council, City Manager, and key staff was approved in 2013. And now, in 
2020, the City is undertaking an update to the 2008 Parks Master Plan in 
order to reassess the goals of the park system, develop new strategies and 
ensure adequate distribution of parks and open space. 

 

WHY ARE PARKS IMPORTANT? 
Parks, recreation, and open space play a significant role in enhancing 
the quality of life for residents and visitors in any city. A great parks and 
recreation system will provide a healthier environment, improve the well- 
being of adults and children, and remind residents of the beauty and fun in 

 

Figure 1.1, Benefits of Parks and Recreation 

their community (see Figure 1.1, Benefits of Parks and Recreation, below). 
The creation and adoption of a parks master plan ultimately helps the City 
control its future. Through the master planning process, the characteristics 
and factors shaping the community are identified and analyzed. By taking 
a step back from the day-to-day decision-making, the City can pause and 
assess the community’s preferences for the future. This will ensure that 
current and future residents of the City are provided with a high quality- 
of-life filled with opportunities and amenities tailored to their wants and 
needs. A parks master plan helps to build consensus and commitment 
between elected and appointed officials, City staff, and residents, and 
provides the City with a list of prioritized implementation actions to be 
phased-in over time, as funding becomes available. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE PARKS MASTER PLAN 
The La Porte Parks Master Plan plays an important role in the future of 
the City. The Plan will create a “snapshot” of the current parks system and 
provide a forum for residents to express their desires for the future. The 

 

 

Personal Health 
— Access to parks and nature 

increases the frequency 
of exercise and improves 
psychological and social health. 

— Contributes to child 
development through the critical 
role of play. 

— Reduces the risk of heart disease, 
diabetes, obesity, depression, and 
other health problems through 
increase activity. 

Environmental 
— Protects and preserves vital 

green spaces and critical wildlife 
habitat. 

— Educates visitors regarding the 
appropriate use of natural areas 
as recreational areas. 

— Contributes to clean air and 
water. 

Economic 
— Increases property value of 

homes in proximity to parks. 
— Helps attract new businesses to 

the community by improving the 
standard of living. 

Individual and Community 
— Helps ensure an overall higher 

quality of life. 
— Provides refuges of safety for 

at-risk youth, which can result in 
reduced juvenile delinquency. 

— Provides opportunities for 
people of all ages to be 
physically active, socially 
engaged, and cognitively 
stimulated. 



 

 

Parks Master Plan will provide guidance over the next five to ten years 
through creating a series of prioritized recommendations for parks, trails, 
open space, and recreational facilities and programs. The Plan will also be 
compliant with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) guidelines 
and thus support City efforts in applying for indoor and outdoor park 
facility and trails development grants; and will help to maximize the 
potential of the City’s parks and recreation system. 
This Parks Master Plan serves a variety of purposes. The primary functions 
are to analyze the current state of the City’s parks, recreation, and open 
spaces; identify needs and deficiencies in the system; and determine a 
series of goals, recommendations, and priorities for improving the system. 
Above and beyond these primary functions, this Plan will also: 

— Identify the opinions and needs of the residents and park system users. 
— Analyze the potential for growth of the City over the next 10 years 

and identify associated facility needs in terms of types, locations, and 
priorities. 

— Identify opportunities and recommend alternatives to enhance the 
parks system. 

— Analyze the distribution of existing parkland, identify “gaps” in the 
provision of parks, and determine how the City can best manage its 
resources. 

— Provide clearly prioritized recommendations so that the community’s 
greatest deficiencies are addressed as quickly as possible. 

— Guide City staff and leaders in determining how and where parks 
funding should be allocated over the next five to ten years. 

By identifying and recognizing the community’s needs and desires, and 
providing realistic, prioritized implementation actions, this Plan will help 
guide La Porte towards a sustainable, positive future as a great place to 
live, work, play, and visit. 

TEXAS PARKS AND WILDLIFE 
DEPARTMENT GRANT PROGRAM 
The following is a summary of TPWD guidelines to help 
local governments prepare park, recreation, and open 
space master plans in accordance with the Local Park 
Grant Programs Manual (July 2011). 
At a minimum, all master plans and/or updates must meet the requirements 
below for approval: 
— Once plans are complete, the applicable governing body (city council, 

county commissioner’s court, district or authority board) must pass a formal 
resolution (or ordinance) adopting the plan and list of prioritized needs 

— Plans must be comprehensive and include the sponsor’s entire area of 
jurisdiction 

— Plans must address the present and future needs of the community or area 
— Plans must cover at least a ten-year period. Plans must be updated every 

five years to remain eligible 
— Plan Contents: 

▪ Introduction (demographic and socioeconomic data; projected population 
data; and role of the city) 

▪ Goals and Objectives 
▪ Planning Process 
▪ Area and Facility Concepts and Standards 
▪ Inventory of Areas and Facilities 
▪ Needs Assessment and Identification 
▪ Plan Implementation and Priortization of Needs 
▪ Associated Maps, Illustrations and Surveys 

It is important to note, a master plan is not required to participate in the grant 
program, nor does the TPWD approval of a plan guarantee that points will be 
awarded for any project. 
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ROLE OF CITY IN PROVIDING 
PARKS AND RECREATION 
The role of Texas cities in the provision of parks and recreational facilities 
varies considerably, from centralized control and management of these 
facilities to almost no city involvement. La Porte is one such city that 
provides parks and recreation facilities. Currently La Porte’s parks are 
operated and maintained by the Parks and Recreation Department. 
The City recognizes the need to develop a coordinated parks and recreation 
system that will meet the varying needs of their community. This includes 
enhancing and maintaining existing facilities and increasing the quantity 
(in real and functional terms) of developed recreation areas. The City must 
also address the means by which to acquire park and open space, trails 
and linkages, through public and private partnerships, land donation and 
dedication, monies in lieu of land, leases and land acquisition. In addition 
to providing the needed parks and programs, the City should encourage 
direct volunteer and non-profit groups’ support in initiating and developing 
both long- and short-term park-related projects that have significant and 
visible results. Joint-use or lease agreements could be established with 
other governmental entities, individuals, civic groups, developers, sports 
associations, independent school districts, state agencies, railroads, and 
special districts to maximize recreational use of land. 

 

PLANNING PROCESS AND TIMELINE 
In November 2018, the City of La Porte commissioned Halff Associates, 
Inc. to prepare an updated Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master 
Plan. The planning process involved a series of steps that allowed for the 
development of a successful planning document to guide decision-making 
regarding the future of parks, recreation, and open space in the City (refer 
to Figure 1.2, Parks Planning Process). 

Figure 1.2, Parks Planning Process 
 

Develop Goals for the  Parks System                                    

Seek Public Participation                                                           

Review and Inventory Existing Facilities and Conditions 

Analyze  Park and Recreation Needs                              

Develop Recommendations 

Action Plan and Implementation Strategies 

Plan Implementation 

These steps included evaluating and understanding existing conditions 
and developing appropriate goals for the parks and recreation system; 
identifying local resources and opportunities; analyzing parkland, facility, 
and recreational needs based on population growth and community input; 
developing recommendations and priorities; and identifying potential 
implementation strategies. Through a series of meetings held throughout 
the planning process, the community provided valuable input regarding 
their opinions, wants, and needs for the City’s parks and recreation system. 
This Plan is formulated to address a 20-year time frame, from 2020 to 
2040. Many of the recommendations of this Plan are valid for a period 
of up to 10 years, but should be evaluated periodically. Local planning 
requirements issued by the TPWD recommend that the Plan be updated 
after a five-year period, or before any major developments occur that 
significantly alter the parks and recreation needs of the community. 
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2002 (AND 2008 UPDATE) 
PARKS, TRAILS, AND OPEN 
SPACE MASTER PLAN 
The 2002 Parks, Trails, and Open Space 
Master Plan Process involved the following 
steps: 
— Inventory of existing parks, open spaces, 

and trails, as well as current level of use 
and a demographic analysis; 

— Facilitate public involvement including 
interviews with parks management staff, 
a citizen survey, and public meetings; 

— Develop goals and objectives; 
— Prepare a needs assessment, reviewing parks standards and key facility 

needs; 
— Provide recommendations that offered new concepts and cost 

estimates; and 
— Develop an implementation plan that priortized actions, offered 

implementation strategies, and a timeline. 

The 2008 Update was an addendum to the 2002 Parks Master Plan. 
In the 2008 Update, accomplishments to date were listed and plan 
standards were updated where necessary relative to additional parkland 
and amenities added as well as to population changes, refer to Figure 
1.3, 2002 (and 2008 Update) Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan 
Summary of Recommendations. Moreover, the 2008 Update worked with 
the Parks and Recreation Department for oversights or omissions in the 
2002 Parks Master Plan to ensure they were included in the update. The 
2008 Update was placed on the City’s website for comment and citizen 
input was gathered in a public hearing and the 2008 Update was adjusted 
accordingly. 

The goals from the 2002 Parks Master Plan and the 2008 Update are as 
follows: 
1. Create and maintain an accessible parks and recreation system for 

enjoyment by residents and visitors alike. 
2. Provide a diversity of parks and recreation activities at appropriate 

locations throughout the City. 
3. Preserve and protect unique natural open spaces and important habitat 

areas for threatened and endangered species of plants and wildlife. 
4. Develop a network of pedestrian and bicycle facilities for hiking, 

jogging, and cycling throughout the La Porte area, including an 
interconnected system of paths, trails, lanes, and routes that are 
multi-purpose, accessible, convenient and connected to residential 
neighborhoods, parks, schools, workplaces, shopping, major open spaces, 
and other destinations. 

5. Continue to upgrade existing parks in the City as a high priority, both 
to meet changing regulations and safety codes, and to improve the 
recreational qualities of each park. 

6. Establish proper funding to ensure appropriate levels of staffing and 
maintenance to protect the recreational investment of the residents of 
La Porte. 

7. Maximize public / private partnerships to assist in recreational 
development in La Porte. 

On the following pages, Tables 1.1 a-d, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Accomplishments To Date, lists all renovations and additions made to the La 
Porte park system since the 2008 Update. Updating the parks, recreation, 
and open space accomplishments for the past plans allows the City to 
evaluate the status of projects and whether action goals from the previous 
Parks Master Plan are still relevant today. 

r         Raymond Turco and Associates 
t 

City of La Porte 
2008 Update of the 

PARKS TRAILS & OPEN SPACE 
MASTER PLAN 2002 

May 2002 



 

Figure 1.3, 2002 (and 2008 Update) Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan Summary of Recommendations 
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Table 1.1a Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Accomplishments To Date 
 

Park Name Past/Present Renovations Planned Improvements 
14th Street Park 2012 — Signage — 2021 playground replacement 
Bay Oaks Park 2012 — Playground replacement 

— Signage 
— Renovation of gazebo 
— 2027 playground replacement 

Brookglen Park 
Brookglen Splash Park 
Brookglen Community Center 

2011 — Renovation to restrooms 
— Installed splash park 

— 2025 playground replacement 

2012 — Signage 
2014 — Brookglen playground shade added 
2018 — Monarch waystation added 

— Rain barrel installed 
— Painted building 
— Signage added to Community Center 

Central Park 
Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center 
San Jacinto Pool 

2009 — Added durolast to the roof of Evelyn Kennedy 
Community Center 

— Hockey/basketball resurfaced 

— Renovate Evelyn Kennedy Community Center and 
replace floors 

— 2021 or 2022 San Jacinto Pool Renovation 
— Renovate pool house 
— 2030 playground replacement 

2012 — Signage 
2015 — Playground replacement 
2016 — Paint San Jacinto pool house 
2018 — Security cameras installed at pool 
2019 — Lighted roller rink wood replaced and painted 

— Picnic table replaced 
Creekmont Park 2012 — Playground replacement 

— Signage 
— Resurface basketball court 
— Remove and replace split rail wooden fence and replace 

with wrought iron fence 
— 2027 playground replacement 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park 
MLK Splash Park 
Jennie Riley Community Center 
Deotis Gay Field 
Charles Walker Community Center 

2009 — Deotis Gay Field renovation (fence, scoreboard, shade) 
— Added bleachers at basketball court 

— Replace basketball court roof 
— 2031 playground replacement 

2010 — Jennie Riley Recreation Center new flooring, suspended 
ceilings, redone kitchen, painting 

2011 — Jennie Riley Recreation Center basketball court 
renovation 

2015 — Add splash park 
2016 — New playground added 

— Added restrooms to playground 
— Replaced marquee 
— Charles Walker Annex replace flooring 
— Charles Walker Annex replace water heater 

2018 — Relocated the bus stop shelter 
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Table 1.1b, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Accomplishments To Date 
 

Park Name Past/Present Renovations Planned Improvements 
Fairmont Park 
Fairmont Pool 

2011 — Installed playground — Change lights to LED for utility field 
— 2021 individual outdoor fitness equipment stations 
— Renovate community center building used for storage 
— 2026 playground replacement 

2012 — Signage 

2013 — Pool renovation 
2015 — Installed splash park 
2016 — Added three picnic tables 

— Parking Lot near the pool was refinished (phase one, 
larger portion) 

2018 — Wrought iron fence 
— Security cameras added to pool 

2019 — Small parking lot renovation 
— 2019 cover over basketball (HOA project) 

Five Points Town Plaza Park 2018 — Demolished building 
— Upgraded electrical 

— New pavilion design currently underway 

Glen Meadows Park 2012 — Signage — Replace individual work out equipment around the trail 
— 2030 playground replacement 2015 — Playground replacement 

Heritage Park 2012 — Signage — 2021 Depot exterior paint and window sealing 

2018 — Added small building 
2019 — Foundation repair to the depot 

Little Cedar Bayou Park 
Little Cedar Bayou Nature Trail 
Wave Pool 

2012 — Signage 
— Wave pool mechanical area renovation 
— Dog park added 

— 2020 add shade structure, cement pad, and benches to 
Dog Park 

— 2021 future project to replace field lights at Little Cedar 
Bayou Park with LEDs 

— 2033 playground replacement 
2016 — Brick entrance sign 

— Replaced fencing, replaced partitions at wave pool, and 
repaired sidewalks in wave pool holding water 

2017 — Partnered with Astros Foundation Year 1 of 3 (new 
scoreboards, fence caps, and bleachers) 

2018 — Installed playground, cement pads, shade for picnic 
tables 

— Cameras at the pool 
— Dog park shade and benches installed 
— Partnered with the Astros Foundation Year 2 of 3 (new 

shade structure tops only at fields #1, #2, and #4. Field 
#3 completely new structure, not just the top) 

2019 — New deck plaster, new tile, and tuff coat 
— Partnership with Astros Foundation Year 3 of 3 project 

installing safety screens around backstops (to protect 
spectators from foul balls) 
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Table 1.1c, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Accomplishments To Date 
 

Park Name Past/Present Renovations Planned Improvements 
Lomax Park 
Lomax Rodeo Arena 

2012 — Signage — 2032 playground replacement 

2014 — Lomax Arena and concession project completed 
2015 — Partnered with the La Porte Livestock Show and Rodeo 

Association for new pens 
2017 — Install new playground 

2018 — Security cameras installed 
Northwest Park 2012 — Signage — 2020 add shade structure to pool 

— 2020 replace field lights with LED lights 
— 2021 install new inclusive playground 

2018 — Demo pool 
— Added 1/2 mile decomposed granite trail 

2019 — New pool renovation 
— Chain link fence for pool replaced 

Ohio Street Park 2012 — Signage — 2022 playground replacement 
Pecan Park 2012 — Signage — 2020 safety nets for fields 3-8 

— 2025  playground replacement 2017 — Pecan Park laser grading of all fields 
2018 — Added restroom on south end of park 

— Added 95 additional parking spaces 
Pete Gilliam Park 2012 — Signage — None 

2016 — Baseball practice field backstop/bases added 
Pfeiffer Park 2012 — Signage — 2024 playground replacement 

2017 — Basketball court expansion, and spot lights 
— Water fountain 

2018 — Benches, table tops, and seats replaced 
Pine Bluff Park 2012 — Signage — Replace picnic tables/benches and wood fencing 

2017 — Installed BBQ pits 
Seabreeze Park 2012 — Signage — Sink bases for men’s and women’s restrooms 

— 2027 playground replacement 2015 — Installed picnic tables 

2019 — Seabreeze Park replaced playground 

Spenwick Park 2012 — Signage — 2021 playground replacement 
Tom Brown Park 2012 — Signage — 2032 playground replacement 

2017 — Replaced playground 
— New basketball court 
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Table 1.1d, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Accomplishments To Date 
 

Park Name Past/Present Renovations Planned Improvements 
Woodfalls Park 2010 — Recoated deck near fishing pond and added landscaping 

to waterfall 
— 2020 solar lights for trail will be requested through the 

budget process 

2012 — Signage 
2018 — Pump for the pond 

— New wrought iron fence 
Recreation and Fitness Center 2009 — Added durolast to cover skylights in gym — 2020 new roof 

2014 — Added durolast to cover skylights in gym 
2015 — Renovation due to flooding (wood gym floor, wood 

aerobic room floor, paint, and removed one racquetball) 
2018 — Security cameras added 

— Added retractable bleachers 
— Added four new side basketball goals to the gym and 

motorized all backboards 
2019 — Began design for renovations 

Sylvan Beach 2010 — Sylvan Beach joint venture with Harris County and State 
of Texas 

 

Trails 2011 — Driftwood and E “E” Street bike lane added 
— San Jacinto pedestrian trail added 

— 2021 restripe “E” Street bike lane 

2016 — Park sidewalk project began. Used as part of the trail 
system as a connector and safe sidewalks to school 
partial grant from Harris County 

La Porte Library 2018 — Security cameras added — 2020 upgrade flooring and paint 
Streetscape 2019 — Added three entryway flags on SH 146 coming into La 

Porte from Baytown 
— Added decorative lighting on S Broadway from Dwire to 

Wharton Weems (phase 1, this is not yet complete) 

— 2022 phase 2 of decorative lighting on S. Broadway 
Street from Wharton Weems Boulevard to Fairmont 
Parkway 

HOAs 2015 — Partnership with Shady River HOA for their pool 
renovation 

— Determine plans for Fairmont Park West 

Historic Schoolhouse 2018 — Completed Historic School House across the street from 
MLK, Jr. Park 

 



 

Brazori
a 

County 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ST 

ST8 
45 

 
£¤90 

 
 
 

Houston 
San Jacinto State 

Historic Site 
 
 

Harris 
County 
TS225 

Deer Park 

 
 

Baytown 

 
Chambers 

County 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Bay 
69 

£¤59 

610 

Pasadena 
TS8 

45 

La Porte 
Kipper Mease 

Sports Complex 

 
 

Sylvan Beach 

 

 
 
 
 

Fort Bend 

 

 
ST288 

6 

 
 

Pearland 

 
 
 
TS35 

 
Armand Bayou 
Nature Center  Seabrook 

Sports Complex 

Kemah 

County TS League City TS146 

CONTEXT (Map 1.1, Regional Context) 

The City of La Porte, Texas is a small community that has a beautiful setting 
on the shores of Trinity Bay, the extension of Galveston Bay. La Porte is in 
Harris County and is a part of the 13-county Houston-Galveston Area Council 
regional organization. Founded in 1892 La Porte became a regional attraction 
because of Sylvan Beach. After World War II, the City steadily grew due to the 
Port of Houston shipyards and ship channel; the expanding petrochemical 
industry; the Bayport Industrial District; and the nearby Space Center Houston. 
Although La Porte is an industrial city within an industrial region, the city 
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Planning Area). The city of La Porte will continue to grow within its limits 
as the City is surrounded by the cities of Pasadena and Deer Park, as well 
as industrial districts to the north and south. This ensures that the City 
approaches the development of its park system to serve all neighborhoods 
and their corresponding residents. 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
The following is a summary of La Porte’s demographic and socioeconomic 
data. These projections and trends pertain to population, age, race and 
ethnicity, employment, and households. Although this summary is only a 
snapshot in time, it provides insights into the current issues and confirms 
many community perceptions. Through demographic analysis, La Porte 
can provide a park system that emphasizes inclusivity, variety, access, and 
financial stability; in order to engage a diverse citizenry. The source of 
data in this section is from the U.S. Census Bureau, 2013-2017 American 
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. 

Population 
La Porte is a small community within a rapidly growing Harris County. The 
City had a spike of population growth from 1970 to 1990 and then began 
to slow down. According to the most recent U.S. Census, La Porte’s 2017 
estimated population is 35,371, up 1,571 people since 2010. Since 2000, La 
Porte has shown a decreasing growth rate (from 2000 to 2010 the growth 
rate was 6.0 percent and from 2010 to 2017 estimate it was 4.6 percent). 

 
 

For purposes of this plan, the City’s historical population growth rate and 
the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 2021 Regional Water Plan 
projections (adjusted to account for 2017 Census estimates) were used to 
develop population projections for 2040, shown in the chart below. The 
City’s historical population growth rate assumed the population grows at 
the same rate each year while the TWBD projections showed a decreasing 
growth rate (from 4.6 percent to 1.3 percent). The average of these 
projections was also used. 
There are other projections available for La Porte including the Texas State 
Data Center’s projection for Harris County; Houston-Galveston Area Council 
2017 Regional Growth Forecast; and the 2012 La Porte Comprehensive 
Plan Update’s build-out scenario (December 2012). All of these projections 
varied too much from the decreasing rate of growth that has been occuring 
in La Porte, and so for the purposes of this plan more conservative 
estimates were used. 

2040 Projections 

40,461 
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Age 
Understanding age distribution in a community helps to determine recreation 
needs based on age group, even as its residents grow older. Identifying the 
age-appropriate recreational opportunities needed in La Porte allows the City 
to allocate resources towards amenities and programs that can best serve the 
community. 
The analysis of La Porte’s age distribution uses the Physical Activity 
Council (PAC) Overview Report which tracks sports, fitness, and recreation 
participation in the U.S. The PAC breaks down participation by generations. 
The chart at right uses the 2017 U.S. Census’ American Community 
Survey Estimates for the Age Distribution of the City of La Porte with PAC 
generational descriptions of activities. The Gen X group is the largest in La 
Porte, and comprises 29.1 percent of the population. And Gen Z, ages Pre-K to 
19 years old, is the second largest group at 26.1 percent of the population. 

 

Race 
Similar to the City’s age distribution, the City’s racial composition is important 
when planning for parkland. Different groups use parks in a variety of ways. 
Notable is the increase in the Hispanic population again from the 2008 Parks 
Plan Update, from 25.0 percent to 33.2 percent (2017). As noted in the 2008 
Update, “this trend will have an impact on the types of uses that the City of La 
Porte Parks see, as the Hispanic population tends to be highly family-oriented, 
with extended families, and a high level of social gathering both at home and 
in public parks.” 

 
Gen Z (Pre-K to 19 years old) 

 

 
The most active group, the majority of Gen Z are engaged in a high calorie activities (e.g., 
basketball, bicycling, dance, football, martial arts, soccer, swimming, etc.) equally spread 
across team sports, outdoor sports, individual sports and fitness sports. Gen Z dominates 
the generations in team sports though participation, but has been declining with the focus 
turning to fitness sports. 

 
Millennials (20 to 34 years old) 

 

 
The majority of Millennials are involved in some form of high calorie activity (e.g., basketball, 
bicycling, dance, football, martial arts, soccer, swimming, etc.). This group tends to participate 
in more diverse activities in fitness, individual, and outdoor sports while restraining from core 
engagement (group activities / team sports). 

 
Gen X (35 to 54 years old) 

 

 
Due to time constraints from work and family responsibilities, Gen X has increased the most in 
inactivity. When active they participate in fitness sports and outdoor sports. 

 
Boomers (55 to 74 years old) 

 

 
 

1.1% Asian 5.3% Other 

4.5% Black 

 

 
58.5% 

White 

 
33.2% 
Hispanic 
or Latino 

With an aging population Boomers tend to focus on low impact, minimal calorie burning 
activities such as walking for fitness and golf. The 65 and over population showed the largest 
gain in inactivity. 

 

Fitness Sports: barre classes, boot camp training, cardio kickboxing, cross-training, dance, elliptical trainer, free weights, gym equipment 
(elliptical, rowing, stair-climbing, stationary cycle, treadmill, weight machines, etc.), high impact/intensity training, pilates, running/ 
jogging, swimming, tai chi, walking, yoga, etc. 
Individual Sports: archery, bowling, boxing, golfing, horseback riding, hunting, martial arts, roller skating, shooting, skateboarding, 
triathlon, etc. 
Outdoor Sports: backpacking, bicycling, birdwatching, camping, climbing, fishing, hiking, hunting, running/jogging, skateboarding, trail 
running, triathlon, wildlife viewing, etc. 
Team Sports: baseball, basketball, cheerleading, football, gymnastics, paintball, soccer, softball, swimming, track, volleyball, wrestling, etc. 
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65-74 yrs, 7.3% 60-64 yrs, 7.8% 55-59 yrs, 6.5% 

45-54 yrs, 14.7%  35-44 yrs, 14.4%  

25-34 yrs, 13.3%  20-24 yrs, 6.0% 
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Employment 
Understanding the employee types and employment of a community 
helps paint a picture of who the residents are and how they spend a 
large majority of their time. Knowing this information can assist the City 
in providing appropriate recreation offerings that reflect how employees might like to use their park system and programming during work hours 

Households 
Understanding a community’s income distribution assists in planning for 
recreational amenities and programs, including determining the demand 
for free or fee-based recreation. 

Male 
Family Households 

or their free time. In La Porte, the main Industries for the Civilian Employed 
Population 16 years ond over are Education, Health Care, and Social 
Assistance; Manufacturing; Construction; and Retail Trade. 

 
Industries for the Civilian Employed Population 16 years and over. 

Female 
Family Households 

11.5% 

 
 

 
Non-Family 
Households 

25.4% 

5.3% 
Family 

Households 

74.6% 
 
 

Married 
Family Households 

57.8% 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services (7.2%) 
 

Accommodation and Food Services (6.6%) 

Other Services (5.5%) 

Finance and Insurance (2.5%) 
 

 

Mining, Quarrying, Oil and Gas Extraction (1.2%) 
 

Real Estate, Rental, and Leasing (1.3%) 

 
Average Household Size 

2.81 

 
 

Average Family Size 

2.81 

 
 

Median Household Income 

$73,645 
Administrative, Support, and Waste Management (5.5%) 

Transportation and Warehousing (5.4)% 

Wholesale Trade (4.0%) 

Public Administration (3.1 %) 

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation (1.2%) 

Information (0.8%) 

Utilities (0.8%) 
 

 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting (0.5%) 
 

 
Land Use and Growth 
La Porte has limited areas remaining for residential development due to 
existing land use patterns in the City; the result of being restricted to annex 
because of neighboring jurisdictions; and other development constraints. 
The diminishing amount of developable land is important to note so that 
the City may take steps to protect and enhance existing parks as well as set 
aside land valuable to recreation and open space preservation for the future. 

17.9% Education, Health Care, and Social Assistance 

16.5% Manufacturing 
 

11.0% Construction 
  

9.2% Retail Trade 
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Walk Distance 
The ParkServe® platform provides The Trust for Public Land and its partners with tools to determine where to site future parks with an emphasis on 
focusing resources in under-served neighborhoods. The platform provides information about park systems and the associated percentage of city, town and 
community residents within a 10-minute walk of a park. 

 
ParkServe® analysis of current access to parks in the City of La Porte. 
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
One of the most important aspects of any planning process is to engage 
the general public and ensure the plan reflects and addresses their 
wants, needs, and concerns. This Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Master Plan Update is intended to guide City investments in parks and 
recreation to ultimately best serve the community. A series of public 
engagement strategies were used throughout this planning process to 
gain an understanding of the wants, needs, and priorities of the community. 
Engagement strategies included stakeholder meetings, key person 
interviews, a public survey, a public open house workshop, Parks Advisory 
Committee meetings, and a City Council public hearing. 

Stakeholder Listening sessions 
Over the course of a few days at the beginning of the project, stakeholder 
meetings and key person interviews were held to identify opportunities 
and challenges faced by the community. Attendees included the Planning 
Department urban planners; Parks and Recreation staff; Recreation 
and Fitness Center and Senior Center staff; General Programming staff 
(programs, events, tourism, historical, etc.); Outdoor Recreation stakeholders 
(parks, trails, Lomax Rodeo Arena, etc.); and athletic associations. 

 
Advisory Group 
Development of this Plan was guided by the Master Plan Advisory 
Group (MPAG). A series of meetings were held over the course of the 
planning process to provide guidance and feedback at key intervals. 
The MPAG’s responsibilities include ensuring that the Plan provided 
a balance of opinions on important City issues, making sure the Plan 
had comprehensive input towards its vision, and to review and provide 
comments on the draft Plan during its development. 

Public Survey 
In order to gain a better understanding of the parks and recreation 
needs of La Porte Residents, an online citywide survey was conducted 
through SurveyMonkey®. The survey ran for one month and a total of 210 
responses were received. A summary of survey results is included in Section 
3, Needs Assessment. 
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LA PORTE PARKS TODAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.1 



 

 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In order to plan for a parks and recreation system that addresses the needs 
and desires of La Porte residents, it is important to gain an understanding 
of the existing park and recreation facilities. Through an analysis of 
the current inventory that includes types of use, condition of facilities, 
accessibility, context and existing conditions, this Parks Master Plan will 
develop a better understanding of the opportunities and constraints of the 
overall system and becomes the foundation of the needs analysis and plan 
recommendations found in subsequent sections of this Plan. 

 

PARK CLASSIFICATIONS 
Different parks types serve different purposes, areas, and intended users. 
Understanding this helps to identify gaps and overlap in the overall 
system and whether or not existing facilities are addressing the current 
park, recreation, and open space needs of the city. This Plan acknowledges 
that the La Porte parks and recreation system is comprised of a variety of 
different types of parks, including: 

— Regional Parks; 
— Community Parks; 
— Neighborhood Parks; 
— Pocket Parks; 
— Linear Parks; and 
— Special Use Parks. 
While some parks in the system could meet the criteria of multiple park 
classifications, it is generally helpful to understand the inherent different 
purposes intended for various park types. At a minimum, it helps to provide 
context regarding park distribution and accessibility. 
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Table 2.1, Park Classifications 
 

Park Classification Service Area and Typical Size Description Site Characteristics 
Regional Parks 

 

R up to a 50 mile radius 
<10 acres to 1,000+ acres 

Up to 50 mile radius, depending on site features. 
Depending on the purpose and character of the 
site, regional parks may vary in size from less 
than tem acres to several thousand acres. 

With the intentions of serving the entire city 
and beyond, a regional park often becomes the 
premier park in that area due to its broad range 
of facilities and activities. These parks often 
include regionally significant natural resources. 

These parks are frequently planned to 
accommodate large numbers of visitors for 
events such as fairs, festivals, and exhibitions. 
Regional parks should be located near highways 
or major arterials to provide easy access from 
different parts of the city. 

Community Parks 

 

C 1 to 2 mile radius 
10 to 50 acres 

Primarily serves a one to two-mile radius, but 
available for persons throughout the community. 
These parks should be large enough to 
accommodate a variety of facilities while leaving 
sufficient space for unstructured recreation, 
natural areas, and possible expansion. This can 
vary the size from 10 acres to over 50 acres. 

Community parks provide a variety of 
recreational activities which may include athletic 
fields and courts, swimming pools, hike and 
bike trails, or exercise stations. These parks may 
also provide a venue for community festivals 
and, therefore, must have sufficient parking for 
participants, spectators, and other park users. 

These parks should be located near a major 
thoroughfare to provide easy access from 
different parts of the city. Vegetative buffering 
may be required to minimize the impact of light 
and sound pollution on adjacent residential 
areas. 

Neighborhood Parks 

 

N 0.25 to 0.50 mile radius 
3 to 10 acres 

Serves a one-quarter to one-half-mile radius. 
Existing physical conditions and availability of 
land can determine the size of neighborhood 
parks. Ideally these parks range from three to 
tem acres, however, sizes can vary. 

These parks provide both active and passive 
recreational opportunities within walking 
distance of residential neighborhoods, thus 
creating accessible family-friendly destinations. 
Amenities may include athletic fields, courts, 
playground equipment, walking trails, park 
benches, etc. 

Evenly distributed throughout the city, 
these parks are centrally located in various 
neighborhoods, providing safe and easy 
pedestrian access for nearby residents. 

Pocket Parks 

 

P Immediate neighborhood 
0.25 to 1.0 acres 

The service area is made up of the immediate 
neighborhoods. Typically range from one-quarter 
acre to one acre in size. 

Pocket parks provide passive recreational 
opportunities to a concentrated population 
within an immediate proximity. An example of 
a pocket park would be a playground near a 
multi-family housing complex or a small lot that 
has been developed to include sidewalks and 
benches. 

Located within a close proximity to medium/high 
density residential areas. 

Linear Parks 

 

L Variable 
Vary in size and length 

The service area is variable. These parks vary in 
size depending on existing site constraints and 
proximity to other parks. 

A linear park, or greenway, is a park that is 
longer than it is wide. Rail, stream, highway, etc. 
corridors are developed for bicycling, hiking, 
walking, and jogging. Linear parks are commonly 
used as a link between two or more park and 
recreation areas. 

Typically follows a linear man-made or natural 
feature such as a stream, creek, abandoned rail 
line, or road. 

Special Use Parks 

 

S Variable 
Vary in size 

The service area is variable. Having no minimum, 
these parks vary in size according to their specific 
functions. 

These parks and facilities are used for specialized 
or single-purpose recreational activities such as 
a golf course, skate park, aquatic facility, historic 
site, tennis complex, or nature center. 

Varies according to the overall functionality of 
the site - often operated by a private enterprise. 
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PARK INVENTORY 
La Porte has a network of 29 parks and facilities, including a recreation 
and fitness center, sports complexes, and several neighborhood parks, 
distributed throughout the city. These parks offer over 395 acres of 
parkland with recreational opportunities that serve local needs (i.e., 
playgrounds and multi-use paths) and the greater region (i.e., wave pool, 
splash parks, a golf course, and fishing piers). 

The City’s Community Parks encompass over 138 acres and include 
sports related parks like Little Cedar Bayou Park, Northwest Park 
and Pecan Park. Other community parks offer unique programs that 
are destinations for the entire city, including, different types of 
pools and a dog park. 
The classification with the highest number of parks in La Porte 
is Neighborhood Parks; a total of approximately 38 acres. These 
parks are scattered evenly on the west and east sides of the 
city. These 14 parks are intended to serve nearby residential 
neighborhoods providing playgrounds, multi-use paths, sports 
courts, and picnic facilities. 
There is one Pocket Park, Pine Bluff Park, that provides minimal 
amenities within the neighborhood that it serves but is an 
opportunity for people who do not live on the bay to enjoy the 
waterfront. 
There are two Linear Parks that provide off-road connectivity and 
passive recreation. 
La Porte has seven Special Use Parks/Facilities with a total 
acreage of 200 acres. This includes a golf course, a historic depot, 
historic schoolhouse, a fitness center, senior center, a rodeo arena, 
a special programs center, and fishing pier. 

See Map 2.1, Existing Parks, facing page, for the existing distribution of 
public and private parks and schools and Table 2.1a-d, Park Inventory (page 
2.6) for the number and types of facilities each park contains. In addition, 
on pages 2.7-2.37, there is a “Park Profile” for each of La Porte’s 29 parks 
and facilities. The Park Profiles break down the existing conditions and 
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help determine priorities within the park system and give a thorough 
understanding of issues and opportunities at each park. 
The City’s Code of Ordinances, Sec. 50.2–Park Areas and Park Areas Defined, 
classifies the parks somewhat differently. For example, ‘D’ Street Linear 
Park (N 2nd - N 8th Street Linear Park / Trail) is classified as a Neighborhood 
Park, and Five Points Town Plaza, Little Cedar Bayou Park, Lomax Park, 
Northwest Park, and Pecan Park are classified as Regional Parks. 
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1 Central Park and Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center 618 San Jacinto Avenue 4.6 X X   X X X  X  
2 Fairmont Park 3540 Farrington Drive 17.7 X X X  X X   X X 
3 Little Cedar Bayou (LCB) Park 600 Little Cedar Bayou Drive 48.0 X X X  X X  X X  

4 Northwest Park 10210 N ‘P’ Street 35.0 X X X  X X   X  

5 Pecan Park 3600 Canada Road 33.0 X  X  X X     

Neighborhood Parks (14 parks) 
 138.3  

6 Bay Oaks Park 254 Dwire Drive 1.2 X    X      
7 Brookglen Park 3324 Somerton Drive 3.0 X  X  X  X   X 
8 Creekmont Park 700 Willow Creek Drive 3.5 X X X X X X     

9 Five Points Town Plaza 100 S Broadway Street 1.0    X       

10 Fourteenth Street Park 500 N 14th Street 2.4 X    X      

11 Glen Meadows Park 801 Valley Brook Drive 8.1 X X X  X X     

12 Dr. MLK Jr. Park and Jennie Riley Recreation Center 
/ Charles Walker Annex 322 N 4th Street 2.7 X X X 

 
X 

 
X 

  
X 

13 Ohio Street Park 300 S Ohio Street 0.9 X   X X      

14 Pete Gilliam Park 200 N Holmes Street 1.2   X  X      

15 Pfeiffer Park 900 S Virginia Avenue 1.2 X X   X      

16 Seabreeze Park 1300 N Bayshore Drive 3.8 X   X X      

17 Spenwick Park 9225 Carlow Lane 0.5 X    X      

18 Tom Brown Park 300 S Lobit Street 0.6 X X   X      

19 Woodfalls Park 3801 Driftwood Drive 8.0    X X X     

Pocket Parks (1 park) 
 38.1  

20 Pine Bluff Park (Pine Bluff Subdivision) 1 Bayshore Drive 0.1    X X      

Linear Parks (2 parks) 
 0.1  

21 Little Cedar Bayou (LCB) Linear Park and Trail 600 Little Cedar Bayou Drive 18.5   X   X     
22 ‘D’ Street Linear Park / Trail N 2nd - N 8th Street 0.5   X   X     

Special Use Parks / Facilities (5 parks/facilities) 
 19.0  

23 Bay Forest Golf Course 201 Bay Forest Drive 187.4           
24 Heritage Park 604 Park Drive 0.8     X  X    

25 La Porte Historic Colored School 401 MLK Drive 0.2       X    

26 La Porte Recreation and Fitness Center and 
Norman L. Malone Senior Center 

1322 S Broadway Street 1.7  
X 

    
X 

 
X 

 

27 Lomax Arena and Park 1508 Lomax School Road 10.0 X    X      

28 Special Programs Center 1302 S Broadway Street 0.7           

29 Sylvan Beach Fishing Pier 812 North Bayshore Drive N/A           

200.8           

 



 

 

 

CENTRAL PARK 
Central Park is in east La Porte at San Jacinto 
Street and E ‘G’ Street. The park is directly adjacent 
to La Porte Elementary, Junior High, and High 
School (Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
The park is classified as a Community Park 
because of the facilities offered, including Evelyn 
Kennedy Civic Center and San Jacinto Pool. Even 
so it is within walking distance for the local 
neighborhood. There is a sidewalk along the south 
edge and a off-street hike and bike trail along the 
eastern edge of the park. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
20—Trees 4—
Picnic Tables 2—
Park Benches 4—
Trash Cans 4—
BBQ Pits Bike 
Rack Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 

Spring Toy 
Basketball Court 
(2—Goals) 
Roller Hockey Rink 
(Lighted) 
Parking (60—Spaces, 
Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Replace floors at Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center. 
— Renovate pool. 
— New paint. 
— Replace backside windows. 
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FAIRMONT PARK 
Fairmont Park is on Farrington Street in west La Porte within the Fairmont 
subdivision (Council District 6). 

Accessibility 
The vehicle entries to the park are off Farrington Street and Collingswood 
Road. The park is within walking distance for the local neighborhood. The 
park has no perimeter sidewalk but there are sidewalks opposite the park. 
A crosswalk is available at one intersection. A future hike and bike trail is 
proposed along Big Island Slough on the west side of the park. 

Current Inventory 
2—Park Signs 
(1 wood, 1 blue metal) 
1—Baseball Field 4—
Baseball youth fields 
(Lighted and For Rent) 
2—Utility Field 
(Lighted and used for La Porte 
Cowboys practice facility) 
10—Sets of Bleachers 1—
Restroom 
4—Maintenance Facilities 
Pool 

Splash Park 
Basketball Court 
(Covered with 2—Goals) 
2—Park Benches 5—
Picnic Tables 12—
Trash Cans 
Bike Rack 
Playset 
Swing Set 
(2—Regular and 2—Tot Swings) 
Parking (100—Spaces, Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Renovate old concession stand. 
— Fix light trespass problems (need on/off switch and/or shield lights). 
— Determine ROI for replacing lights with LEDs. 
— Change lights to LED for utility field. 
— Develop cost recovery plans. 
— Install outdoor fitness equipment ($50K) (e.g., Greenfield outdoor 

exercise equipment similar to Nasa Road 1). 
— Mitigate homeless issues in park. 
— Develop proposed hike and bike trail connection. 
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LITTLE CEDAR BAYOU PARK 
Little Cedar Bayou Park* is in southeast La Porte (Council District 5). 

Accessibility 
The Community Park entrance is at Little Cedar Bayou Drive. There are no 
sidewalks or crosswalks in proximity to the park but may be accessed by 
two off-street hike and bike trails from the west and east sides. 

Current Inventory 

 
Opportunities for Improvement 
— Develop Master Plan for Park 

▪ Needs to be expanded. 
▪ Additional parking needed. 
▪ Reorganize fields. 
▪ Restrooms needed. 
▪ Need for additional concessions. 

— Dog Park 
▪ Drainage improvements needed at dog park. 
▪ Other dog park improvements and relocation because of various 

issues (e.g., dog park adjacent to playset and there is a problem with 
dogs barking at kids). 

— Pool 
▪ New pool house budgeted. 
▪ Restrooms needed for boys and girls. 

— Resurface tennis courts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Little Cedar Bayou Park has been split into two areas for purposes of Park Classification. Little Cedar Bayou   
Park includes the athletic fields, wave pool and dog park. Little Cedar Bayou Nature Trail and Linear Park is the 
area east of S Broadway Street following the bayou to the bay. 
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1—Park Sign 2—
Entry Monuments 
12—Picnic Tables on Concrete Slabs 
1—Wooden Gazebo 
4—Benches (Small) 
5—BBQ Pits 30—
Trash Cans 4—Water 
Fountains 
Concession Stand 
2—Restrooms 
4—Softball Fields (Lighted) 
4—Scoreboards 
Storage Facility (LPGSA) 
Batting Cage 2—
Tennis Courts (Musco 
Light Controls) 2—
Soccer Fields 
Fencing 

Split Rail Fence 
8-foot Chain Link Fence 
(80-foot x 110-foot) 
4-foot Chain Link Fence 
(1,785 feet) 
6-foot Chain Link Fence (240 feet) 

18—Concrete Light Poles 
(4 Fixtures per Pole) 8—
Bleachers with Shade Cover 
2—Bleachers (Small) 
Wave Pool 

Mechanical Area 
Office Area 
Storage 
Restrooms 

Playset 
Swing Set 
(2—Regular and 2—Tot Swings) 
1—Mom and Tot Swing 
Dog Park 

5—Pet Stations 8—
Flat Benches 2—
Benches 1—
Decorative Bench 1—
Dog Sloosh 

Parking (200—Spaces, Handicapped 
Accessibility) 
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NORTHWEST PARK 
Northwest Park is on North ‘P’ Street in northwest La 
Porte (Council District 1). 

Accessibility 
The Community Park is accessibly by vehicle; there 
are no sidewalks or crosswalks. A future hike and 
bike trail is proposed through the center of the park 
along Big Island Slough. 

Current Inventory 
2—Park Signs 4—
Picnic Tables 1—
Picnic Table with 
Shelter 
1—BBQ Pit 
12—Trash Cans 
1—Water Fountain 
Concession Stand 
2—Restrooms 
Storage Facility 7—
Soccer Fields 
(Various Sizes) 
Basketball Court 
(3—Goals) 

Play Set 
Grasshopper Spring Toy 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 5—
Bleachers 22—Wooden 
Light Poles (4—Fixtures 
per Pole) Pool (Office, 
Storage Area and 
Restrooms) 
Parking (200— 
Spaces, Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— New playset. 
— Replace lights with LED. 
— Upgrade the existing trail and improve drainage. 
— Light replacement program has been approved. 
— Opportunity for a pond and/or water feature. 
— Develop proposed hike and bike trail connection. 

 
 
 

N ‘P’ St 
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PECAN PARK 
Pecan Park is on Canada Road in west La Porte 
(Council District 2). 

Accessibility 
The vehicle entry to the Community Park is off Canada 
Road. There are two off-street hike and bike trails, one 
entering the park on the west side and the other along 
Canada Road. There are no other sidewalks and no 
crosswalks. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 10—
Baseball Fields 
Musco Control Light 
System 20—
Bleachers 10—
Scorers Benches 20—
Bleachers Covers 
Batting Cage 
Concession Stand 
Pavilion 
Maintenance Facility 
Satellite Restroom 
Satellite Storage Facility 
Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 

4—Picnic Tables on 
Concrete Slabs 10—
Picnic Tables 4—
BBQ Pits 4—Trash 
Cans 3—Water 
Fountains (including a 
dog fountain) 
Half Mile, 10-foot Wide 
Walking Trail 15—
Pecan Trees 25—
Crepe Myrtles Parking 
(445— 
Spaces, Handicapped 
Accessibility). 

 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Reorganize the parking layout because of traffic 

congestion and danger to pedestrians. 
— Need a master plan for park. 
— Rest fields and maintenance schedule for fields. 
— Expand park looking for adjacent properties. 
— Improve drainage for trails. 
— Plant Pecan Trees. 
— Increase size of ponds for fishing. 
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BAY OAKS PARK 
Bay Oaks Park is on Dwire Road in southeast La 
Porte within the Bay Oaks Subdivision (Council 
District 5). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood though there 
are no sidewalks or crosswalks. There is an off- 
street hike and bike trail on S Broadway Street. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 25—
Trees 2—Picnic 
Tables 3—Park 
Benches 2—Trash 
Cans Water 
Fountain 
Playset 

Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
Ladybug Spring Toy 
Bike Rack 
Gazebo 
Split Rail Wooden Fence 
Parking (4—Spaces) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Add solar lighting and renovate the gazebo. 
— Create safe access to park, including sidewalks 

and crosswalks. 
— Add Seabreeze Park style shaded benches. 
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BROOKGLEN PARK 
Brookglen Park is in west La Porte located on 
Somerton Drive within the Brookglen Subdivision 
(Council District 2). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood; there are 
sidewalks on both sides of street. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
Brookglen Community 
Center 

Amenities include: 
Computers, WiFi, 
Pool Table, Ping 
Pong Table, Air 
Hockey Table , Video 
Games, Crafts, 
Board Games, and 
Books 

Splash Park 
Restrooms/Mechanical 
Area 

5—Trees 
4—Picnic Tables with 
shade 
10—Park Benches 
4—Trash Cans 
Bike Rack 
Playset with Shade 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
Baseball Backstop 
Parking (20—Spaces and 
2—Handicapped) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Install benches next to the Splash Park. 
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CREEKMONT PARK 
Creekmont Park is in northwest La Porte on Willow 
Creek Drive within the Creekmont Subdivision 
(Council District 3). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are 
sidewalks on both sides of the road and a future 
hike and bike trail is planned in the utility right- 
of-way adjacent to the east side of the park. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
25—Trees 
Split Rail Wooden Fence 
Picnic Table with Shelter 
2—Park Benches 1—
Trash Can 
Bike Rack 
Playset 

Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
Grasshopper Spring Toy 
1/4-Mile Crushed Granite 
Walking Trail 1—
Basketball Court 
(Lighted) 
Baseball Backstop 
Parking (8—Spaces, 1— 
Handicapped) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Resurface basketball court. 
— Remove wood fence and replace with iron. 
— Resurface and remove grass from trail. 
— Replace crushed granite trail with cement 

stabilized sand overlay trail. 
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FIVE POINTS PLAZA 
Five Points Plaza Park is in downtown La Porte 
at the intersection of Main and Broadway Streets 
(Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
The park is accessible to cars, pedestrian and cyclists; 
there are sidewalks and crosswalks. An off-street 
hike and bike trail starts/ends at the plaza along San 
Jacinto Street. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 2—
Gateway Entrance 
Features (1 with 
Storage) 
24—Palm Trees 
Wrought Iron Fence 

23—Park Benches 
11—Trash Cans 
2—Fountains 
Parking (15—Spaces, 
3—Handicapped) 

 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Re-design Pavilion by creating a small 

amphitheater. 
— Additional programming needed; currently 

underutilized by citizens. 
▪ Ideas include a craft brewery, beer garden, 

“Sip’n’Stroll”, First Saturdays, and a crawfish boil. 
— Update noise restrictions and/or sound proofing 

(e.g., projected music not allowed and citizen 
complaints regarding noise). 

— Increase pedestrian safety crossing streets. 
— Additional parking needed during events. 
— Add restrooms, especially needed for downtown 

events. 
— Replace fence with powder-coated aluminum. 
— Building the covered pavilion that was in original 

plan with restroom facility. 
— Add a Splash Park or an interactive water feature. 
— Acquire Kwik-Mart to expand the Plaza. 
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FOURTEENTH STREET PARK 
Fourteenth Street Park is in north central La Porte 
on N 14th Street (Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are no 
sidewalks or crosswalks. A future hike and bike 
trail is proposed along Little Cedar Bayou along 
the west edge of the park leading to Fairmont 
Parkway. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 2—
Park Benches 1—
Picnic Table 1—
Picnic Table with 
Shelter 
4—Trash Cans 

1—BBQ Pit 
Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
25—Trees 
On-Street Parking Only 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Replace playset. 
— Develop proposed hike and bike trail 

connection. 
— Additional programming needed or sell 

property; currently underutilized by citizens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.18 LA PORTE Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan DRAFT June 11, 2020 

N 



 

 

 

GLEN MEADOWS PARK 
Glen Meadows Park is in northwest La Porte on 
Valley Brook Drive within the Glen Meadows 
subdivision (Council District 1). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are 
sidewalks and crosswalks. A future hike and bike 
trail is proposed along Big Island Slough on the 
west side of the park. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
60—Trees 2—
Picnic Tables 
7—Picnic Tables with 
Shade 
6—Trash Cans 
2—BBQ Pits 
Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
10—Work-out Stations 
along Trail 

Wrought Iron Fence with 
Brick Columns (1,000 
feet) 
1—Basketball Court 
(Concrete, 2—Goals) 
Half Mile Crushed 
Granite Walking Trail 
with Centerpoint Light 
Fixtures 3—
Baseball/Softball 
Practice Backstops 
3 Sets of Bleachers 
On-Street Parking Only 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Replace trail workout equipment. 
— Replace wrought iron fence with powder- 

coated aluminum. 
— Add parking. 
— Develop proposed hike and bike trail 

connection from Glen Meadows Park down Big 
Island Slough. 
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DR. MLK, JR. PARK 
Dr. MLK, Jr. Park is on either side of W Tyler Street in 
north central La Porte (Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are some 
sidewalks and crosswalks in proximity to the park, 
and an off-street hike and bike trail runs along N 3rd 
Street. 

Current Inventory 
Jennie Riley Recreation 
Center / Charles Walker 
Annex (JR/CW) 
1—Park Sign 1—
Marquee at JR/CW 
installed 
12—Trees 3—
Picnic Tables on 
Concrete Slabs 
1—Bench 
2—BBQ Pits 5—
Trash Cans 
Splash Park with 
Mechanical Area 
Wrought Iron Fence (65 
feet) 

2—Restrooms 
Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
1—Basketball Court 
(Covered, Lighted, 6— 
Goals) 
Deotis Gay Field 
4—Bleachers 
Scoreboard 
Shade Structure 
Bus Shade 
Parking (20—Spaces, 
Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Adequately maintain Splash Park. 
— Update the aging building and basketball 

pavilion. 
— Replace wrought iron fence with powder-coated 

aluminum. 
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OHIO STREET PARK 
Ohio Street Park is in east La Porte on S Ohio 
Avenue (Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are no 
sidewalks or crosswalks. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
5—Trees 1—
Picnic Table 
1—Park Bench 
1—Trash Can 

Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
Ladybug Spring Toy 
Parking (1—Space 
Crushed Granite) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Add parking. 
— Additional programming needed; currently 

underutilized by citizens. 
— Add a Monarch Wayfinding Station. 
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PETE GILLIAM PARK 
Pete Gilliam Park is on Madison Street in north La 
Porte (Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are no 
sidewalks or crosswalks. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
16—Trees 
1—Picnic Table 

1—Trash Can 
Baseball Practice Field 
On-Street Parking Only 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Additional programming needed; currently 

underutilized by citizens. 
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PFEIFFER PARK 
Pfeiffer Park is in east La Porte at E ‘H’ and S 
Virginia Streets (Council District 5). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There is a 
sidewalk along E ‘H’ Street; there are no other 
sidewalks or crosswalks in proximity to the park. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
Sidewalk 
(360 feet along street) 
Curb (1,105 feet) 
40—Trees 
4—Picnic Table with 
Shelter 1—
Basketball Court 
(1—Goal) 

2—BBQ Pits 
2—Trash Can 
Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
Ladybug Spring Toy 
On-Street Parking Only 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Remove or replace picnic shade structure. 
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SEABREEZE PARK 
Seabreeze Park is in east La Porte on Bayshore 
Drive within the Sailor’s Cove subdivision (City 
Council 5). The park is for residents of La Porte 
and their guests only. 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are no 
sidewalks or crosswalks in proximity to the park. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
20—Trees 
6—Picnic Tables with 
Shelter 
6—Trash Cans 
6—BBQ Pits 
Fire Pit 
Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 

Spring Toy 
Fishing Pier 
Fish Cleaning Table 
Cemetery 
Parking (60—Spaces, 
Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Replace sink bases in restrooms. 
— Equipment and facilities have a limited 

lifespan due to exposure to the bay. Need 
replacement schedule or better quality 
materials for playset, restrooms, fencing, etc. 

— Add shade structure to playset. 
— Further regulate the use of the park as non- 

residents are visiting the park outside of staff 
weekend hours. 

— Create opportunities for scouts camping. 
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SPENWICK PARK 
Spenwick Park is in the west La Porte off Carlow 
Lane in the Spenwick Place neighborhood (Council 
District 3). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are no 
sidewalks or crosswalks in proximity to the park. A 
future hike and bike trail is proposed in the utility 
easement adjacent to the park and then through 
the park south to the Spring Gully and Canada off- 
street hike and bike trail. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 3—
Tallow Trees 1—
Picnic Table 1—
Trash Can 
Playset 

Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
Baseball Practice Field 
Parking (2—Spaces, 
Crushed Granite) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Replace playset. 
— Develop proposed hike and bike trail 

connection. 
— Additional programming needed; currently 

underutilized by citizens. 
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TOM BROWN PARK 
Tom Brown Park is in northeast La Porte off S 
Lobit Street (Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are no 
sidewalks or crosswalks in proximity to the park. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
23—Trees 2—
Picnic Tables 
2—Benches 
1—BBQ Pit 
2—Trash Cans 
Basketball Court 

Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
1—Mom and Tot Swing 
Sidewalk/Path (80, 
Leading to the Playset) 
On-Street parking only 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— N/A 
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WOODFALLS PARK 
Woodfalls Park is in central La Porte off Driftwood 
Drive within the Fairmont Park subdivision 
(Council District 5). 

Accessibility 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are 
sidewalks but no crosswalks in proximity to the 
park. Driftwood Drive has bike lanes. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
20—Trees 4—
Picnic Tables 
6—Decorative Lamps 
4—BBQ Pits 
5—Trash Cans 
Fencing 

3-foot Wrought Iron 
Fence (75 feet) 

Fishing Pond with 
Aerator Fountain 
Observation Deck 
Waterfall 
Half-Mile Crushed 
Granite Walking Trail 
Parking (15— Spaces, 
Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Replace wrought iron fence with powder- 

coated aluminum. 
— Add solar lights to trail. 
— Add a playset. 
— Add trail fitness equipment. 
— Stock pond with fish. 
— Add parking. 
— Add a launch for kayaks and paddleboards. 
— Pave the pathway (decomposed granit washes 

away during heavy rains) 
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PINE BLUFF PARK 
Pine Bluff Park is in south La Porte off ‘F’ Street 
within the Pine Bluff subdivision on the bay 
(Council District 5). 

Accessibility 
The park is a “Pocket Park” within walking distance 
for the local neighborhood. There are no sidewalks 
or crosswalks. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 2—
Palm Trees 1—
Picnic Table 1—
Bench 1—Shade 
Structure (50-foot x 
32-foot) 1—Water 
Fountain 1—Trash 
Can 
Parking (1—Space, 1— 
Handicapped Space) 

Concrete Slab 
Fencing 

4-foot Chain Link 
Fence (100 feet) 
4-foot Wrought Iron 
Galvanized Fence (72 
feet) 
4-foot Wood Fence 
(36 feet) 
4-foot Wood Gate 
with Latch 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Replace picnic tables, benches, and wood 

fencing. 
— Replace wrought iron fence with powder- 

coated aluminum. 
— Additional programming needed; currently 

underutilized by citizens. 
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LITTLE CEDAR BAYOU 
LINEAR PARK / NATURE TRAIL 
Little Cedar Bayou Nature Trail and Linear Park* is 
in southeast La Porte between S Broadway Street 
and the bay (Council District 5). 

Accessibility 
A trailhead is located off S Broadway Street just 
south of the bayou. There is an off-street hike 
and bike trail that runs along the east side of S 
Broadway Street. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
2—Brick Entrance Signs 
2—Wooden Bridges 
1—Trash Can 

2—Wooden Observation 
Decks 
1—Bird Watching Stand 
Parking (8—Spaces, 
Asphalt) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Refinish boardwalk 
— Refinish bird watching stand 
— Redo wooden bridges 
— Refinish observation decks 

 
 
 
 

 
*Little Cedar Bayou Park has been spl it into two areas for purposes of Park 
Classification. Little Cedar Bayou Park includes the athletic fields, wave 
pool and dog park. Little Cedar Bayou Nature Trail and Linear Park is the 
area east of S Broadway Street following the bayou to the bay. 
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N 2ND TO N 8TH STREET 
LINEAR PARK / TRAIL 
N 2nd to N 8th Street Linear Park is in northeast 
La Porte and runs parallel to W Barbours Cut 
Boulevard (Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
There are some sidewalks and crosswalks in 
proximity to the linear park but they are limited. 
The linear park connects to the off-street hike and 
bike trail that runs north-south on N 3rd Street. 

Current Inventory 
4—Benches 
4—Trash Cans 

2—Water Fountains 
6-foot wide Concrete 
Trail (1,600 feet long) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— San Jacinto Street Trail style lighting. 
— Signage and wayfinding. 
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BAY FOREST GOLF COURSE 
Bay Forest Golf Course is in southeast La Porte off 
S Broadway Street (Council District 5). 

Accessibility 
The golf course is mainly accessed by vehicle. An 
off-street hike and bike trail runs north-south 
along S Broadway Street. 

Current Inventory 
18-Hole Golf Course 
Pro Shop 
Driving Range 
Practice Facility 
Bar and Grill 

Parking, Handicap 
Accessibility 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— N/A 
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HERITAGE PARK 
Heritage Park is on Park Drive adjacent to Sylvan 
Beach Park (Council District 5) in east La Porte on 
the bay. 

Accessibility 
The park is mainly accessible by vehicle. An off- 
street hike and bike trail surrounds the park along 
Park Drive and San Jacinto Streets. There are some 
crosswalks available for these trails but no other 
sidewalks are available. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
Train Depot 
Original Library 
Caboose 
Classroom 1—
Statue 
Wrought Iron Fence 
(3,500 feet) 

14—Trees 4—
Trash Cans 3—
Picnic Tables 
Parking available across 
street at Sylvan Beach 
Park 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Add additional restrooms. 
— Repair and maintain the building. 
— Replace wrought iron fence with powder-coated 

aluminum. 
— Involve ISD in program and maintenance. 
— Make facility available for meetings, etc.; create 

an agreement with the Parks Department. 
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LA PORTE HISTORIC 
COLORED SCHOOL 
The La Porte Historic Colored School is on Martin 
Luther King Drive opposite Dr. MLK, Jr. Park in 
northeast La Porte (City Council District 4). 

Accessibility 
The park is mainly accessible by vehicle. An off- 
street hike and bike trail surrounds the park along 
Park Drive and San Jacinto Streets. There are some 
crosswalks available for these trails but no other 
sidewalks are available. 
As a neighborhood park, it is within walking 
distance for the local neighborhood. There are 
sidewalks built on the facility parcel but not 
adjacent properties. There is a crosswalk to Dr. 
MLK, Jr. park opposite the schoolhouse. 

Current Inventory 
Restored one room wooden school house 
Museum and historical site 
Restrooms 
Parking 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— N/A 
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LA PORTE RECREATION AND 
FITNESS CENTER AND NORMAN 
L. MALONE SENIOR CENTER 
La Porte Recreation and Fitness Center is in east 
La Porte on S Broadway Street (Council District 5) 
adjacent to the Special Programs Center (see page 
2.36). 

Accessibility 
The facility is accessible by vehicle and off-street 
hike and bike trails. There is a trail running west- 
east to the south of the center, and a trail running 
north-south east of the center on S Broadway Street. 

Current Inventory 
Senior Center 
Racquetball Court 
Aerobics / 
Multipurpose Room 
Full-size Gymnasium 
Indoor Heated Lap Pool 
Locker Rooms with 
Shower Facilities 

Volleyball Court 
Weights / Cardiovascular 
Training Rooms 
Wet and Dry Saunas 
Parking (Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Expand and/or build an additional recreation and 

fitness center. 
— Renovate existing recreation and fitness center. 
— Add parking. 
— Upgrade kitchen facility.    
— Add programming for seniors. 
— 5-year maintenance plan: roof to be fixed in 

2020, then gymnasium, and acquire property 
south of recreation center (under discussion). 
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LOMAX ARENA AND PARK 
Lomax Arena and Park in northwest La Porte on 
Lomax School Road (Council District 1). 

Accessibility 
The arena and park is a special use facility accessible 
by vehicle. There are no sidewalks or crosswalks. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 
23—Trees 
2—Picnic Tables with 
Shelter 
2—Benches 2—
Trash Cans 6—
Picnic Tables 2—
Water Fountains 
Playset 
Swing Set (2—Regular 
and 2—Tot Swings) 
Concession Stand 
2—Restrooms 
Meeting Room 
Rodeo Arena (Covered, 
180-foot x 330-foot) 
6—Bucking Chutes 
1—Roping Chute 

Announcers Stand 
Animal Wash Racks 5—
Bleachers Maintenance 
Barn 11—Electrical 
Pedestals Fencing 

Picket Fencing 
(1,010 feet) 1—
Double Gate 
(20-foot) 
4—6-foot gates 
4—4-foot gates 
6-foot Chain Link 
Fence (2,335 feet) 
4-foot Chain Link 
Fence (300 feet) 

Parking (100—Spaces, 
Handicap Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— Asphalt (new) parking area. 
— Ability to lock the park and arena at night. 
— Better coordination and communication for 

various users and events. 
— Provide a place to dump dirty water (for RVs). 
— Improve drainage on site. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS CENTER 
The Special Programs Center is in east La Porte 
on S Broadway Street (Council District 5) adjacent 
to the La Porte Recreation and Fitness Center and 
Norman L. Malone Senior Center (see page 2.34). 

Accessibility 
The facility is accessible by vehicle and off-street 
hike and bike trails. There is a trail running west- 
east to the south of the center, and a trail running 
north-south east of the center on S Broadway 
Street. 

Current Inventory 
Gymnasium 2—
Programming 
Rooms 1—
Kitchen 
Restrooms 

Offices 
SPORT Program (Special 
Populations Organized 
Recreation Therapy) 
Operations 
Parking (Handicapped 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— N/A 
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SYLVAN BEACH FISHING PIER 
Sylvan Beach Fishing Pier is in east La Porte on 
Bayshore Drive within Sylvan Beach Park (City 
Council 5). 

Accessibility 
The pier is on the north side of the park next to the 
Sylvan Beach playground and the Bait and Tackle 
shop. There is a large parking area and boardwalk 
along the water’s edge. A ‘pier pass’ is required for 
entry and is available for purchase at the bait shop. 

Current Inventory 
1—Park Sign 1—
Entry Gate 12—
Trash Cans 4—
Benches 
26—Light Poles 

Parking (at Sylvan 
Beach Park, Handicap 
Accessibility) 

Opportunities for Improvement 
— N/A 
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EXISTING TRAIL FACILITIES 
A system of parks and recreation areas is not complete without linear 
linkages between facilities and connections to neighborhoods, schools, 
and other public facilities. The city of La Porte currently has 15 hike and 
bike trails, including two bike lanes. The majority of trails have been 
developed in excess right-of-way and/or wide shoulders along arterial 
streets, and in some cases along utility corridors and drainage easements. 
Existing trails offer an alternative mode of travel adjacent to busy, heavy 
traffic roads, as well as connecting neighborhoods to parks, schools, the 
recreation and fitness center, downtown, and the waterfront. Refer to Map 
2.2, Existing Trails on facing page to see trail locations and Table 2.3a, 
Existing Hike and Bike Trails lists all trails in La Porte and their mileage. A 
“Trail Profile” has been developed for each trail on pages 2.38-2.43 that 
discusses start and endpoints; trail description and points of interest; 
length; time to travel; type; surface; and end-of-trip facilities. Trails #8 
(N 2nd to N 8th Street Linear Park / Trail, and #13 (Little Cedar Bayou 

Table 2.3a, Existing Hike and Bike Trails Length in 
Feet 

Length in 
Miles 

Nature Trail / Linear Park) have been profiled on page 2.29 and 2.30 
respectively. Moreover, there are four trails listed in Table 2.3b, Other Hike 
and Bike Trails, that the City trail system connects to but are in an adjacent 
industrial district or municipality (i.e., Bay Area Boulevard Bike Lanes are 
in Bayport Industrial District and Russell Appleby Hike and Bike Trail is in 
Morgan’s Point), or the trails are private and for residents of an HOA only 
(i.e., Morgan’s Landing Lake Trail and Lakes at Fairmont Greens Trail). In 
addition, there is also a small number of internal loop trails within parks, 
see Table 2.3c, Hike and Bike Trails within Parks. 

 
Table 2.3b, Other Hike and Bike Trails 

96,830.1 ft 18.3 mi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

39,871.8 ft 7.6 mi 

The total miles of existing City Hike and Bike Trails (including 
bike lanes and trails within parks) is 18.6 miles; which equates to 
approximately one mile of trail for every 1,901 residents* in the City. 

 

 
*Based on the U.S. Census 2017 Population of La Porte 35,371 people. 
**Morgan’s Landing is currently under construction. 
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Table 2.3c, Hike and Bike Trails within Parks 
 

 Creekmont Park Trail 1,485.6 0.03 
 Fairmont Park Trail 1,627.0 0.04 
 Glen Meadows Trail 2,722.7 0.06 
 Pecan Park Trail 3,762.2 0.09 
 Northwest Park Trail 2,794.9 0.06 
 Woodfalls Park Trail 2,212.3 0.05 

14,604.7 ft 0.3 mi 

DRAFT June 11, 2020 

1 Luella Boulevard Trail 3,037.0 0.6 
2 Pecan Park Trail Connector 1,127.4 0.2 
3 Canada Trail 4,893.0 0.9 
4 Canada Trail Connector 1,811.5 0.3 
5 Fairmont Parkway Trail 30,987.1 5.9 
6 Driftwood Drive Bike Lane 4,939.0 0.9 
7 Sens Road Trail / Bay Area Boulevard 10,376.7 2.0 
8 N 2nd - N 8th Street Linear Park / Trail 1,600.0 0.3 
9 N 3rd Street Trail 2,378.2 0.5 

10 San Jacinto Street Trail 4,069.5 0.8 
11 E ‘E’ Street Bike Lane 5,300.9 1.0 
12 Park Drive Trail 10,405.6 2.0 
13 Little Cedar Bayou (LCB) Nature Trail / Linear Park 1,515.5 0.3 
14 S Broadway Street 10,318.0 2.0 
15 McCabe Road Trail 4,070.7 0.8 

 

A Bay Area Boulevard Bike Lane 11,880.1 2.3 
B Bayside Crossing 3,086.2 0.6 
C Lakes at Fairmont Greens Trail 3,795.0 0.7 
D Morgan’s Landing Lake Trail** 6,722.3 1.3 
E Russell Appleby Hike and Bike Trail 14,388.1 2.7 
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LUELLA BOULEVARD TRAIL 
Starting Point (North): Oakhaven Road and Luella Boulevard 
Ending Point (South): Fairmont Parkway and Luella Boulevard 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: Trail follows east side of Luella Boulevard with 
access to San Jacinto Community College and connection to Fairmont Parkway Trail (#5). 
Trail Length: 3,037 feet or 0.6 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 5.8 minutes by bike and 11.5 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 8-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: Crosswalk at Oakhaven Road to San Jacinto Community College 
campus and connection to Fairmont Parkway Trail (#5). 

 
 
 

PECAN PARK TRAIL CONNECTOR 
Starting Point (West): Gladwyne Lane (Brookglen Subdivision) 
Ending Point (East): Pecan Park 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: Trail traverses a utility easement and a drainage 
corridor to connect Brookglen neighborhood with Pecan Park. 
Trail Length: 1,127 feet or 0.2 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 2.1 minutes by bike and 4.3 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 10-foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: A park bench and trash can are at the entrance to the trail at 
Gladwyne Lane. 

 
 
 

CANADA TRAIL 
Starting Point (North): Spencer Highway and Canada Road 
Ending Point (South): Fairmont Parkway and Canada Road 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: Trail follows west side of Canada Road from 
Spencer Highway to entrance of Pecan Park. The trail offers access to Walmart and other 
commercial on Spencer Highway; Canada Trail Connector (#4) to Fairmont Park West 
neighborhood; Pecan Park; and connection to Fairmont Parkway Trail (#5). 
Trail Length: 4,893 feet or 0.9 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 9.3 minutes by bike and 18.5 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: Varies 6- to 8-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: None available. 

1 

2 

3 
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CANADA TRAIL CONNECTOR 
Starting Point (West): Canada Road just north of AGCO Company 
Ending Point (East): Pecan Crossing Lane (Pecan Crossing subdivision) 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: Trail follows a drainage corridor and crosses 
Spring Gully with a bridge providing the Pecan Crossing residential neighborhood with 
access to Pecan Park. 
Trail Length: 1,811 feet or 0.3 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 3.4 minutes by bike and 6.9 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 8- to 10-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: None available. 

 
 
 

FAIRMONT PARKWAY TRAIL 
Starting Point (West): Luella Boulevard and Fairmont Parkway 
Ending Point (East): Little Cedar Bayou Park 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: Trail follows the gas utility corridor along the 
south side of Fairmont Parkway. Between Bay Area Boulevard and S 16th Street, the trail 
becomes a bike lane when Fairmont Parkway bridges over the railroad. After SH 146 the 
trail turns south to W ‘L’ Street and goes around La Porte Cemetery to Little Cedar Bayou 
Park. 
Trail Length: 30,987 feet or 5.9 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 58.7 minutes by bike and 1 hour 57 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 10-foot Off-Road Trail and 10-foot Designated Bike Lane 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: A park bench and trash can are located at a few locations along 
the trail. Restrooms and other facilities are also available at Little Cedar Bayou Park. 

 

DRIFTWOOD DRIVE BIKE LANES 
Starting Point (North): Driftwood Drive and Spencer Highway 
Ending Point (South): Driftwood Drive and Fairmont Parkway 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: This trail is a dedicated bike lane on both sides 
of the road. The bike lanes bring residents of the Fairmont East subdivision to the HOA 
park and pool as well as connects residents to the Fairmont Parkway Trail (#5). 
Trail Length: 4,939 feet or 0.9 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 9.4 minutes by bike and 18.7 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 7-Foot Designated Bike Lanes 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: Bike lane striping and bike route signage. Facilities are 
available for residents at the Fairmont East HOA Park. 
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N 3RD STREET 
 

 

SENS ROAD / BAY AREA BOULEVARD TRAIL 
Starting Point (North): Sens Road just south of AT-PAC company at bridge over drainage 
channel 
Ending Point (South): Fairmont Parkway and Bay Area Boulevard 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: Trail follows Sens Road/Bay Area Boulevard on the 
west side of the road. The trail has areas of rural residential, some residential subdivisions, 
and light industrial land uses. The trail meets up with the Fairmont Parkway Trail (#5). 
Trail Length: 10,376 feet or 2.0 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 19.7 minutes by bike and 39.3 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 8-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: A park bench and trash can are provided just south of the Bay Area 
Boulevard and Spencer Highway intersection. 

 
N 2ND TO N 8TH STREET LINEAR PARK / TRAIL 
Refer to Linear Park Profile on page 2.30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starting Point (North): N 2nd - N 8th Street Linear Park / Trail and N 3rd Street 
Ending Point (South): W Main Street and N 3rd Street 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: The trail follows on N 3rd Street on the east side 
until W Tyler Street and then the west side from W Tyler Street to W Main Street. The trail 
connects the Northside neighborhood to the N 2nd - N 8th Street Linear Park / Trail (#8); 
De Walt Alternative School; Jennie Riley Recreation Center; and Downtown La Porte. 
Trail Length: 2,378 feet or 0.5 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 4.5 minutes by bike and 9 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: Varies 6-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: There are trash cans along the trail at the Jennie Riley Recreation 
Center and facilities available inside (during open hours). A gazebo and green space with a 
bench and historical signage is located at the intersection of N 3rd Street and E Main Street. 

7 

8 

9 

2.42 



 

 

SAN JACINTO TRAIL 
Starting Point (North): Five Points Plaza at E ‘A’ Street 
Ending Point (South): Heritage and Sylvan Beach Parks at Bayshore Drive 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: The trail follows the west side of San Jacinto 
Street. Points of interest include Five Points Plaza; Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center (EKCC); 
Central Park; San Jacinto Pool; La Porte High School; La Porte ISD Administration; 
residences; Heritage Park; and Sylvan Beach Park. The trail also connects users to the 
Park Drive Trail (#12). 
Trail Length: 4,069 feet or 0.8 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 7.7 minutes by bike and 15.4 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 10-foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: Facilities include trail lighting; a park bench, trash can and bike 
parking at EKCC; and two Harris County Transit stops, one at EKCC with a park bench, 
trash can, and shelter. 

 

E ‘E’ STREET BIKE LANE 
Starting Point (West): San Jacinto Street and E ‘E’ Street 
Ending Point (East): S Blackwell Street, Park Drive, and E ‘E’ Street 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: This trail is a dedicated bike lane on just the 
north side of E ‘E’ Street. This bike lane connects residents of Bay Front and Sandy Point 
neighborhoods to La Porte Junior High and the San Jacinto Trail (#10). 
Trail Length: 5,300 feet or 1.0 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 10.0 minutes by bike and 20.1 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 5-Foot Bike Lane 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: Bike lane striping and bike route signage. 

 

 

PARK DRIVE TRAIL 
Starting Point (West): Little Cedar Bayou Park (at the Dog Park and Wave Pool) 
Ending Point (East): S Blackwell Street, Park Drive, and E ‘E’ Street 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: The trail bridges over Little Cedar Bayou (LCB) 
(#13); passes the Recreation and Fitness Center (RFC) and Senior Center; crosses S Broadway 
(#14) and Oregon Streets; through the woods along the west side of Park Drive; past La Porte 
High School and Heritage Park (#10); and northeast towards Morgan’s Point (D). 
Trail Length: 10,405 feet or 2.0 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 19.7 minutes by bike and 39.4 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 6- to 10-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: Facilities include crosswalks; and a park bench and trash can 
near the Recreation and Fitness Center; and a Harris County Transit stop. Restrooms 
and water fountains available at the RFC (during open hours) and LCB Park. 2.43 
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MCCABE ROAD 
 

 

LITTLE CEDAR BAYOU NATURE TRAIL / LINEAR PARK 
Refer to Linear Park Profile on page 2.29. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S BROADWAY STREET TRAIL 
Starting Point (North): W Fairmont Parkway and S Broadway Street 
Ending Point (South): Fairfield Avenue and S Broadway Street 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: The Hike and Bike Trail follows the east side of S 
Broadway Street connecting south La Porte neighborhoods to Little Cedar Bayou Park and 
Nature Trail, the Recreation and Fitness Center, the Senior Center, and commercial and 
schools along W Fairmont Parkway. The trail connects to other trails #12, #13, and #15. 
Trail Length: 10,318 feet or 2.0 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 19.5 minutes by bike and 39.1 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: Varies 8-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: Restrooms, water fountains, and other facilities are available at the 
Recreation and Fitness Center (during open hours). 

 

Starting Point (West): SH 146 Frontage Road and McCabe Road 
Ending Point (South): S Broadway Street and McCabe Road 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: The Hike and Bike Trail follows a drainage corridor 
along the north side of McCabe Road. The trail connects neighborhoods with Bayshore 
Elementary School. 
Trail Length: 4,070 feet or 0.8 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 7.7 minutes by bike and 15.4 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 8-foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: None available. 
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BAY AREA BOULEVARD BIKE LANES 
Starting Point (North): Fairmont Parkway and Bay Area Boulevard 
Ending Point (South): Choate Road and Bay Area Boulevard 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: This trail is a bike lane on both sides of Bay Area 
Boulevard. Trail goes through heavy industrial land uses and ends at Choate Road. 
Trail Length: 11,880 feet or 2.3 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 22.5 minutes by bike and 45 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 6-foot Designated Bike Lanes 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: Bike lane striping and bike trail signage. 

 
 
 

BAYSIDE CROSSING 
Starting Point / Ending Point: The Bayside Crossing trail is within Bayside Crossing 
subdivision at Bayside Crossing Drive and Sens Road. 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: The development created a trail around the 
subdivsion’s detention area. In the corner of the detention area a small park and 
playground has been built. 
Trail Length: 3,086 feet or 0.6 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 5.8 minutes by bike and 11.7 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 6-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: None available. 

 

 
LAKES AT FAIRMONT GREENS TRAIL 
Starting Point (North): Fairway Drive off Wharton Weems Boulevard 
Ending Point (South): McCabe Road Trail (#15) east of Bayshore Elementary School 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: Part of the trail is within the Lakes at Fairmont 
Greens subdivision. It follows the east side of the neighborhood along a fishing pond 
between the subdivision and Bay Forest Golf Course. Signage is clear that this is 
private property, it is for residents only, and no trespassing. The trail then bridges over 
the drainage corridor onto Bayshore Elementary school property, with three sidewalk 
connections to the school building. 
Trail Length: 3,795 feet or 0.7 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 7.2 minutes by bike and 14.4 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 8-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 

End of Trip Facilities: None available. 2.45 
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MORGAN’S LANDING 
Starting Point / Ending Point: The Morgan’s Landing trail is within the Morgan’s Landing 
subdivision currently under construction) at Morgan’s Landing Boulevard and Bay Area 
Boulevard. 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: At the center of Morgan’s Landing 
development is a lake which will have several waterfront homes. The trail system 
surrounds the lake, includes benches, and brings residents to the community’s pool, 
playground, clubhouse and dog park. 
Trail Length: 6,722 feet or 1.3 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 12.7 minutes by bike and 25.5 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 5-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: The community clubhouse. 

 
RUSSELL APPLEBY HIKE AND BIKE TRAIL 
Starting Point / Ending Point (a Loop): There are multiple access points to this trail as 
it loops around the Morgan’s Point community. There are four parks it passes that act as 
starting points: Grimes Park, Freedom Park, Yellow Rose of Texas Park, and L.C. “Cotton” 
Arthur Park. 
Trail Description and Points of Interest: This is a beautiful trail that passes the City’s 
park system, a number of historic homes and plaques, the Port of Houston, Morgan’s Point 
Museum, Community Center and City Hall. 
Trail Length: 14,388 feet or 2.7 miles 
Estimate Time from Start to End: 12.7 minutes by bike and 25.5 minutes by foot. 
Trail Type: 6-Foot Off-Road Trail 
Trail Surface: Pavement 
End of Trip Facilities: The trail follows Morgan’s Point main roads and has decorative 
lighting and signage, a water fountain and park bench. Facilities are available at 
Morgan’s Point parks, Community Center, City Hall, and Museum (during open hours). 

D 
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OTHER FACILITIES 

Schools 
There are 13 schools in the La Porte Independent School District (La Porte 
ISD) an early childhood center, seven elementary schools, one sixth grade 
campus, two junior high schools, and two high schools (refer to Map 2.1, 
Existing Parks). The total area of school properties in La Porte is 215 acres. 
Included in this total is the entire school property, not only the park and 
recreation facilities. The schools have both indoor and outdoor recreational 
amenities that may be useful in fulfilling the City’s parkland needs (after 
school hours) at some point in the future; particularly the use of sports 
fields and indoor gym space for private youth sports leagues. In addition, it 
is common for school facilities to act as neighborhood park in a city’s park 
system. An interlocal agreement or partnership where city parks and school 
districts use each other’s facilities can eliminate unnecessary duplication of 
services, reduce overall park and recreation costs, and can more effectively 
meet the educational, recreational, and leisure time needs of a region. 
Currently, La Porte ISD offers its facilities and transportation to the City 
but there are stipulations regarding rental cost, staff needed, and athletic 
field lights that render the agreement untenable. Private leagues and sport 
associations in La Porte have expressed the need for additional and quality 
facilities but have had difficulty with La Porte ISDs terms. The leagues 
and associations would like to work with La Porte ISD to offer recreation 
programs, sports, and facilities for youth to learn and train in the sport that 
will in turn be beneficial to La Porte ISD’s future athletics. 

Harris County-Owned Parks 
Sylvan Beach Park is a 32-acre, regional park on the bay and is operated 
and maintained by Harris County Precinct 2. The park offers a number of 
activities like white sand beaches and swimming, a fishing pier, bait and 
tackle shop, picnic facilities, volleyball courts, a playground, and a large 
lawn where a number of events throughout the year are held. 

 
HOA Managed Parks and Facilities 
La Porte has nine neighborhood parks that are owned and maintained by a 
Homeowners Association (HOA): 

 

— Bay Colony (1.3 acres); 
— Bay Point Townhomes (2.2 acres); 
— Bayside Crossing (6.3 acres); 
— Fairmont East (1.9 acres); 
— Fairmont West (1.2 acres); 

— Forest Vista Mobile Home Park 
(0.4 acres); 

— Morgan’s Landing (3.4 acres); 
— Shady River (1.0 acres); and 
— Spencer Landing (4.2 acres). 

These parks are typically built around necessary detention areas; include a 
pool and playset; and only serve the residents of the HOA/subdivision they 
are located in. The future of Fairmont West HOA park is currently under 
discussion. The City owns the park property and has an agreement with the 
HOA to maintain the grounds and facilities of the park. Currently, the HOA 
is unable to afford the maintenance of the pool or lifeguards and the City is 
in the process of determining whether to shut it down. 



2.48 LA PORTE Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan DRAFT June 11, 2020  

RECREATION AND EVENTS 
La Porte offers a variety of recreational programs and events that provide 
year-round activities for residents of all ages. Tables 2.5 through 2.9 on the 
following pages lists the programs and events with the attendance for the 
last three years. It is important for recreation, sports, and senior programs 
in La Porte to increase program awareness, improve the quality of facilities, 
successfully manage the programs provided, and continue to diversify what is 
offered. This will encourage residents to use the City’s parks system and help 
to attract more visitors. 
As listed in, Table 2.5, Recreational City Programs and Participation, the City 
offers a number of organized recreation year-round for adults and youth 
including basketball, fishing, water aerobics, swim lessons, and volleyball. The 
most popular recreational programs offered by the City include Camp Breeze, 
Camp Voyage, Girls Youth Volleyball, North Pole Calling, Swim Lessons, TAAF 
Youth Basketball, and Water Aerobics. There are also a number of contract 
programs that offer additional recreation like dance and group workout 
classes (refer to Table 2.6, Recreational Contract Programs  and  Participation, 
on the following page). The most popular programs include Baby Ballet, 
Beginner and Intermediate Acrobatics, and Beginner Jazz and Contemporary 
Dance. Moreover, there are sports specific programs and events (i.e. camps, 
competitions, and tournaments) listed in Table 2.7, Sports Programs and 
Participation, on page 2.47. The City also sponsors a number of special 
events throughout the year (refer Table 2.8 page 2.47). Events with highest 
attendance include Christmas on Main, La Porte By the Bay Half Marathon, 
and Mardi Gras on Main. 
In addition, the La Porte Senior Center is very active and offers year-around 
recreational, fitness, and education programs, and events for adults 60 years 
and older (see Table 2.9a-b on page 2.48). All programs have high attendance 
but the most popular include Birthday Bash, Canasta, English class, all field 
trips, monthly activities, and holiday parties. Transportation is important 
to a number of seniors in order for them to attend these programs. The 
City provides transportation to and from the Senior Center for residents of 
La Porte, Shoreacres, and Morgan’s Point. During the stakeholder interviews 
the need for additional buses to transport seniors was a high priority item. 
Hot lunches are also provided to those in need at the Senior Center as well as 
to home bound seniors with assistance from Harris County. 

Table 2.4, Recreational City Programs and Participation 
 

 2017 2018 2019 
Barre Fitness unavailable 4 3 
Camp Blizzard 0 14 31 
Camp Breeze 92 93 214 
Camp Jamboree (Spring Break Camp) 8 10 18 
Camp Snowflake 0 9 21* 
Camp Turkey 8 8 30 
Camp Voyage 210 211 228 
City University 10 9 6 
Family Play Mondays unavailable 12** 22 
Flicks at Five Points 1206 402 not offered 
Geocaching 101 not offered 4 not offered 
Girls Youth Volleyball not offered not offered 142 
ISR Infant Survival Swimming Lessons minimal minimal minimal 
North Pole Calling 566 552 547 
Private Swim Lessons unavailable unavailable 52 
Public Safety Pool Party not counted not counted not counted 
Start Smart Basketball unavailable 9 11 
Start Smart Baseball unavailable 10 25 
Start Smart Football unavailable 0 0 
Start Smart Golf unavailable 0 0 
Start Smart Lacrosse unavailable 0 0 
Start Smart Soccer unavailable 10 14 
Start Smart Tennis unavailable 6 0 
Storytime in the Park unavailable 20 120 
Summer Reading Program unavailable 72 0 
Swim Lessons 45 142 183 
TAAF Coaches Clinic unavailable 15 20 
TAAF Youth Basketball 176 186 217 
TAAF Youth Track and Field 86 93 92 
Tot Time Swim Hours not counted not counted not counted 
VIPAR Program unavailable 0 1 
Water Aerobics unavailable 156 190 

 

* Program is currently registering. 
** Program started in late in the year. 



 

 
 
 
 

Table 2.5, Recreational Contract Programs and Participation 
 

 2017 2018 2019 
Advanced Hip Hop 10 yrs and older unavailable 10 19 
Baby Ballet 18 mos - 2 yrs unavailable 75 61 
Battleground Wrestling unavailable 1 4 
Beginner Acrobatics 3 - 5 yrs unavailable 42 97 
Beginner Acrobatics 6 - 8 yrs unavailable 27 35 
Beginner Ballet 3 - 5 yrs unavailable 262 153 
Beginner Ballet 6 - 8 yrs unavailable 66 59 
Beginner Ballet 9 - 12 yrs unavailable 1 0 
Beginner Jazz and Contemporary 3 - 5 yrs unavailable 40 72 
Beginner Jazz and Contemporary 6 - 8 yrs unavailable 86 92 
Beginner Jazz and Contemporary 9 - 12 yrs unavailable 5 not offered 
Cheer and Drill unavailable not offered 5 
Floral Design Course unavailable 2 not offered 
Hip Hop 13 yrs and older unavailable 7 not offered 
Hip Hop 5 - 8 yrs unavailable 116 not offered 
Hip Hop 9 - 12 yrs unavailable 91 not offered 
Illusions Institute TAAF League Prep 15 15 not offered 
Intermediate Acrobatics 6 - 8 yrs unavailable 27 48 
Intermediate Acrobatics 9 - 12 yrs unavailable 62 60 
Intermediate Ballet 6 - 8 yrs unavailable 33 36 
Intermediate Ballet 9 - 12 yrs unavailable not offered 19 
Intermediate Jazz and Contemporary 6 - 8 yrs unavailable 17 21 
Intermediate Jazz and Contemporary 9 - 12 yrs unavailable 18 30 
Jazzercise tbd 311 tbd 
Jiu Jitsu tbd tbd tbd 
Karate tbd tbd tbd 
Ladies Night unavailable 33 13 
Performance Team unavailable 46 34 
Pilates unavailable 38 22 
Refit tbd tbd tbd 
Strength and Flexibility unavailable 4 not offered 
Summer Intensive unavailable 92 not offered 
Sweets by Sid Cookie Decorating unavailable 16 not offered 
Teen Contemporary 13 yrs and older unavailable 16 15 

SECTION 2 LA PORTE PARKS TODAY 2.49 



2.50 LA PORTE Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan DRAFT June 11, 2020  

Table 2.6, Sports Programs and Participation Table 2.7, Special Events and Participation 
 

 2017 2018 2019 
Arbor Tree and Seed Ball Giveaway unavailable 150 150 
Breakfast with Santa 126 125 122* 
Christmas on Main 5,000 9,500 8,500* 
Family Fright Night 108 180 134 
Father Daughter Dance unavailable 124 219 
Fourth of July Parade and Fireworks not counted not counted not counted 
La Porte By the Bay Half Marathon 2,000 1,500 1,543 
La Porte Kids Rodeo not offered 450 500 
Main Street Trade Days not counted not counted not counted 
March to the Park 75 75 50 
Mardi Gras on Main unavailable 3,000 6,000 
Search For La Fitte's Gold 1,500 1,000 not offered 
Sip and Stroll Farmers Market 1,200 not offered not offered 
Summer Party on Main (started in 2019) - - 4,500 
Sylvan Beach Triathlon/Duathlon 1,500 540 500 

* Program is currently registering. 
** Program started in late in the year. 

 2017 2018 2019 
Area 22 Basketball Competition 20 28 31 
Area 22 Bocce Tournament 16 cancelled cancelled 
Area 22 Bowling Competition 16 18 16 
Area 22 Softball Competition unavailable cancelled cancelled 
Area 22 Spring Games 29 14 19 
Area 22 Volleyball Competition 26 32 24 
Basketball Scrimmage-DISD vs. LP unavailable unavailable 28 
Camp Believe 16 12 33 
Camp Creativity 7 5 7 
Camp Develop 2 3 not offered 
Camp Reach 8 10 7 
Camp Unity unavailable 4 not offered 
Camp Wave 21 17 19 
Christmas Program 150 150 150 
Daily Activities unavailable 2,726 3,572 
Halloween Dance unavailable unavailable 38 
Houston Rodeo 10 18 18 
La Porte Special Olympics Banquet 120 120 120 
Special Olympics Fall Classic 10 cancelled 12 
Special Olympics Shrimp Boil 375 300 325 
Special Olympics Summer Games 10 11 12 
Valentine's Dance 43 45 44 

 



 

[a] All Senior Programs, Events and Trips 
A Little Day Music Galveston, TX Trip 
Afternoon Games Game Day 
Alpaca Peeka Ranch, Burton, TX Trip Gidding, TX Trip 
Alvin, TX Trip Go Texan Day 
Annual Picnic Gym Walking 
Astros Game Trip Halloween Party 
Baking w/Bonnie Hemi Hideout 
Bay Area Health Line Dancing 
Bean Bag Baseball Morning Movie and Snack 
Bellville, TX Trip Mother’s Day Tea 
Bible Study Potluck Dinner 
Birthday Bash Puppet Show 
Bonnie’s Bingo night Quilter’s Class 
Brenham, TX Trip Red Hat Society Luncheon 
Bridge Senior Breakfast 
Canasta Senior Christmas Party 
Chair Volleyball Senior Meals 
Chili Cook-off and Melodrama Senior Olympics 
Christmas in July Sit and Be Fit 
Christmas Light Tour River Oaks St. Patrick’s Day Party 
Cooking 101 Strawberry Dipping Party 
Dominoes Tomball, TX Trip 
Donuts with Dad Valentine’s Party 
Elvis Birthday Party Wings Over Houston Trip 
English Class World War 1 Mobile 
Fat Tuesday King Cake Party Yarn Ologist Class 

 

[b] Participation 2017 2018 2019 
Annual Picnic 60 60 54 
Baking with Bonnie 144 144 72 
Birthday Bash 312 420 384 
Bonnie’s Bingo Night not offered 25 42 
Canasta 312 312 312 
Cooking 101 not offered 144 144 
Donuts with Dad not offered not offered 25 
English Class not offered 728 728 
Field Trips 401 895 665 
Game Day 35 45 60 
Holiday Parties 332 420 401 
Monthly Activities 2,798 3,694 3,807 
Morning Movie and Snack 90 90 105 
Mother’s Day Tea 60 60 60 
Senior Meals 12,895 11,420 12,373 
Sit and Be Fit not offered 20 10 
Transports 4,031 3,584 2,383 

 

Table 2.8a-b 
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Office 
Coordinator 

(4-FT Staff 
5-PT Staff) 

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
The La Porte Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) currently staffs 
42 full-time, 9 part-time, and 84 seasonal employees. Seasonal staff are 
lifeguards and recreational programs staff. Figure 2.1, Parks and Recreation 
Department Organizational Chart, lays out how many staff are in each 
division and crew. 

 
 

The La Porte PARD is currently responsible for the maintenance of over 
395 acres of parkland in addition to maintenance of other city properties. 
PARD is low on staff across all divisions and this is evident in the need for 
improved park maintenance throughout the city. 

 

Figure 2.1, Parks and Recreation Department Organizational Chart 
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INTRODUCTION 
A needs assessment is the most critical component of the parks planning 
process. It includes a comprehensive analysis of the existing parks and 
recreation system in the City of La Porte and compares it to the needs of 
today and the future. It evaluates the demand, diversity, distribution, and 
quality of parks and recreation to identify deficiencies within the existing 
system. This, in turn, helps to guide development of recommendations to 
address the identified needs. 
It is important to recognize that the criteria and standards set forth in this 
section primarily serve to establish a baseline for parks and recreation 
facilities and to help the City see whether it is providing an adequate 
number and distribution of facilities. These levels of service can, and 
should be adjusted periodically to meet changing demographic conditions 
in the City. 
This Parks Master Plan uses three techniques to evaluate La Porte’s current 
and future park and recreation needs. These techniques follow general 

 

Figure 3.1, Assessment Methods 

 
 

methodologies accepted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD) for local park master plans and are described in Figure 3.1, 
Assessment Methods, below. 
While each assessment method is important in its own regard, it does not 
represent the entire picture. This assessment, and the recommendations 
resulting from it, use findings from all three methods to determine what 
types of park and recreation facilities and programs are needed in La Porte. 
Decades ago, a series of national guidelines and standards for the provision 
of parks and recreation were developed based on nationwide demographic 
trends rather than local desires. In recognition that one size does not fit 
all, the national guidelines now serve as a starting point for park planning. 
After analyzing the existing conditions of the parks system and gaining 
an understanding of the community (refer to Section 1, Introduction, and 
Section 2, La Porte Parks Today), the standards are specifically tailored to 
meet local conditions. 

Demand-Based Assessment 
The demand-based assessment uses resident 
and stakeholder input to determine actual 
and anticipated parks system usage, and to 
recommend suitable park types, recreational 
facilities, and programs to meet existing and 
latent demand. 

 

 

"  
”
 

Resource-Based Assessment 
The resource-based assessment considers 
unique or prominent physical features and 
natural resources, and pre-existing local or 
regional initiatives, that may be leveraged to 
provide enhanced recreational opportunities. 

Access-Based Assessment 
The access-based assessment analyzes the 
current quantity and location of parkland 
and facilities to determine if the needs of the 
population are being met. This technique uses 
locally developed level-of-service ratios of 
facilities to population (typically expressed as 
quantity of acreage or facilities to every 1,000 
residents) to determine what is available for 
residents today to project 
future needs as the 
population grows. 
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DEMAND-BASED ASSESSMENT 
During the planning process, it is essential to identify public demand for 
park facilities and/or programming. Derived directly from public input, 
a preliminary evaluation is done to determine the types of parks and 
recreation opportunities that may be considered valuable assets in La 
Porte. The Demand-Based Assessment is based on preferences expressed 
by the community during stakeholder listening sessions, key person 
interviews, and a public survey. Highlights from the different engagement 
strategies are described below and are presented as they were voiced by 
the public during each engagement method. 

 
Stakeholder Listening Sessions and 
Key Person Interviews 
A series of stakeholder listening sessions and key person interviews were 
conducted at the onset of the planning process. These meetings helped to 
identify a variety of desires and concerns in the community. Some of the 
key elements, wants, and opportunities for improvement identified in these 
meetings are summarized by park in Section 2, La Porte Parks Today. And 
below, is a summarized list of general needs for La Porte parks. 

 

GENERAL NEEDS VOICED IN LISTENING SESSIONS AND KEY PERSON INTERVIEWS 
— Install more spray parks rather than pools as less staffing is 

required. 
— Need for an amphitheater. 
— Need other event venues to appeal to multiple audiences. 
— Improvements to trail system along Fairmont, currently there is 

no wayfinding signage, no trailhead, and no visibility. 
— Facility maintenance is poor and needs to improve. 

▪ Responsibility of building maintenance like HVAC, roofs, etc. 
should not be Parks and Recreation Department (PARD). 

▪ No escrow account for facilities maintenance / replacement. 
▪ Need to conduct a facilities conditions assessment. 
▪ PARD needs an over-arching maintenance plan 

— Opportunity for new park adjacent to City Hall. 
— Need for safety measures and enforcement at Sea Breeze Sailing 

Center due to drownings. 
— Plans needed for Klein retreat property that was sold to City and 

now houses a pavilion. 
— Need more ADA-compliant parks as parks currently lack 

inclusivity. 
— Need an interlocal agreement with ISD for use of school gyms 

and grounds after school hours. 

— New residential development, Morgan’s Landing, at Bay Area 
Boulevard and Fairmont Parkway will need recreation facilities 
in addition to the park and facilities the development is already 
providing. 

— Add amenities to the waterfront such as sand volleyball, 
horseshoes, and picnic pavilions. 

— Create a Kemah-like concept in La Porte. 
— Building an ice house to serve the 25 to 50 year old crowd. 
— Need for a bay front master plan. 
— Areas of La Porte lack parks (e.g. eastern portion of District 2 and 

Old La Porte). 
— Create new park opportunities by implementing a joint venture 

with home owners. 
— Majority of people who use golf course and wave pool are 

nonresidents. 
— Find and plan places for water recreation such as kayaking. 
— Improve conditions of trail to Pecan Park as it gets routinely 

flooded. 
— Plan for City’s vacant waterfront property on Bayfront Avenue. 

SECTION 3 NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
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Public Survey 
A public survey, created for online usage through SurveyMonkey®, provided 
an inclusive way to solicit feedback on park preferences, recreation 
programs, maintenance, and future implementation from residents of La 
Porte and park users from the region. The survey was advertised through 
the City’s Facebook page (see post below) as well as emailed to key 
stakeholders. The survey was open for several months at the beginning 
of the Parks Master Plan process and received a total of 210 responses. 

 
Summarized results are presented on pages 3.4-3.9 while full results are 
located in the Appendix D, Survey Results. Some key takeaways from the 
survey are that respondents want to see trails expanded, better maintained, 
and more variety of trails offered. Specifically, survey respondents have a 
desire for more walking trails and hiking trails in the form of “Nature Trails.” 
In addition, the survey indicated a strong desire for entertainment facilities 
and programs, like cultural events and festivals, concerts in the park, 
performing arts, and movies. 

 
 

210 
Participants 

78% of respondents were 
ages 35 years and older. 

 

 
74% of respondents have visited 
La Porte Parks and Recreation 

facilities more than 6 times 
within the last year. 

 

 
30% living in a 2-person household 
and 24% in a 4-person household. 

 

 
 

46% of respondents have 
no children living in  

their home. 

Within the last year: 
— 20% used a hike and bike trail 

once or twice; 
— 15% 3 - 6 times; 
— 33% more than 6 times; and 
— 32% have never used a trail. 
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How did La Porte perform in providing the following park facilities: 
 

Top 10 Most Satisfied Top 10 Most Dissatisfied 

 

Picnic Areas 

Playgrounds 

Spray Parks 

Shade Trees 

Wave Pool 

Baseball Fields 

Swimming Pools 

Hike and Bike Trails 

Nature Trails 

Recreation and Fitness Center 

Nature Trails 

Landscaping 

Natural Areas 

Park Shelters 

Shade Trees 

Hike and Bike Trails 

Performing Arts Space 

Playgrounds 

BBQ Grills 

Multi-purpose Rooms 

What is your favorite park in La Porte? The park facility/element that you most want to see in La Porte  
The word cloud below illustrates the most common words found in that text and shows them in a way to let 
the viewer know what words are used in a text and with what kind of frequency.  

Voted  #1 NATURE TRAILS 

#2 Playgrounds 

#3 Natural Areas 

#4 Dog Parks 

#5 Hike and Bike Trails 

#6 Landscaping / Enhancements 

#7 Restrooms 

#8 Community Gardens 

#9 Fishing 

#10 Shade Trees 

 

 
What do you not like or what would you change about 
your favorite park? 
— Need more shade over — Need better upkeep 

playground equipment — More nature and walking trails 
— Trash/litter — Overcrowded 
— Needs lights over athletic fields — Leave pools open longer 
— More play equipment for small — More spray parks 

children — Additional shaded seating areas 
— Need more parking — Pools need maintenance and to — More BBQ pits and picnic be updated 

pavilions 

 



 

The programs your household are most interested in: 

Voted #1 
#2 
#3 
#4 
#5 
#6 
#7 
#8 
#9 

#10 

ADULT PROGRAMS 
i.e., hiking clubs, yoga, water aerobics, cooking classes, etc. 

Family-Oriented 

Arts / Crafts 

Outdoor Recreational 

Outdoor Adventure 

Youth 

Sports 

Educational 

Seniors 

Teen 

 

T 
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op 10 reasons you do not use La Porte’s parks: Your park, recreation, or cultural activity wishlist: 

Voted  #1 LACK OF ADEQUATE RESTROOMS 

#2 Overcrowding 

#3 Conditions of existing facilities / equipment 

#4 Safety concerns 

#5 Don’t know what’s there 

#6 Lack of lighting 

#7 Don’t know where parks are 

#8 Lack of water 

#9 Too far away 

#10 Drug and alcohol usage 

The word cloud below illustrates the most common words found in that text and shows them in a way to let 
the viewer know what words are used in a text and with what kind of frequency. 

 
The activity that you travel outside of La Porte to participate in: 

 

The word cloud below illustrates the most common words found in that text and shows them in a way to let the 
viewer know what words are used in a text and with what kind of frequency. 
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Vote 

 
ally 

Agree or Disagree: 

Survey respondents generally AGREE with: 

#1 Better parks and recreation facilities will improve #1 
our city image. #2 

#2 Better parks and recreation facilities strengthen 
our city economically. #3 

#3  A list of volunteer and donation opportunities #4 
should be published to allow the public to help 
improve City parks. 

#4 The City should more fully develop the park land 
and open space that it already owns. 

 
Survey respondents are more DIVIDED on: 

#5 Paying additional City taxes and/or considering a #5 
bond initiative to see new parks and recreational 
amenities upgraded. #6 

#6 Satisfaction with the overall quality of parks in #7 
my neighborhood. 

#7  Satisfaction with the overall quality of parks in 
AGREE

 
La Porte. 

NO OPINION 
DISAGREE 

 

Quality of operation and maintenance: 
Excellent / Good No Opinion Fair / Poor 

Operation and Maintenance is gener
 

rated EXCELLENT and GOOD. 
 

Condition of Buildings 

Natural Areas Stewardship 

Mowing/Tree Trimming 

Weed Control 

Parking 

Restroom Cleanliness 

Signage and Information 

Green Infrastructure (Trails, Trees, etc.) 

Trash Removal 

Security 

 
Survey respondents are MOST SUPPORTIVE of increasing 
the Division’s Annual Budget. 

SUPPORT UN DECIDED OPPOS E 

#1  
Increase the Division’s annual budget. 

 
#2 

Raise funds for new facilities through a voter- 
approved bond initiative. 

#3 
Increase fees for those who use specialized or 
maintenance-intensive recreational facilities. 

#4 
Increase rental fees for park facilities. 

 

#5 
Increase fees for those who participate in 
recreation programming. 

Survey respondents are LEAST SUPPORTIVE of increasing 
fees for those who participate in recreation programming. 

 
The Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) initiatives you 
want implemented in the future: 
 

DEVELOP / IMPROVE 
d  #1 EXISTING FACILITIE S 

#2 Natural areas preservation 

#3 Hike and bike trails 

#4 Develop more active recreation opportunities 

#5 Develop more passive recreation opportunities 

#6 Nature and historical programming 

#7 Develop more indoor recreation facilities 

#8 Acquire land for future development 

 



 

 

RESOURCE-BASED ASSESSMENT 
The resource-based assessment identifies key physical features within 
La Porte that may be leveraged to support the parkland and recreation 
recommendations contained in this Plan. These assets may include 
prominent physical features and natural resources (i.e., wetlands and 
bayous), and developed property and associated man-made features such 
as school district property, utility rights-of-way, and viewsheds. These areas 
can be used to either support active recreational pursuits or create areas 
for passive enjoyment, such as nature preserves. 

Bayous, Sloughs, Creeks and Drainage Channels 
Bayous, sloughs, creeks and drainage channels, identified in Map 3.1, City of 
La Porte Resources (facing page), are significant for ecological preservation 
and storm water management. These corridors offer extensive public access 
opportunities in the form of linear parks and hike and bike trails. The major 
bayous from west to east include Will Springs Bayou, Spring Gully, Big 
Island Slough and Little Cedar Bayou. Bayous, sloughs, creeks and drainage 
channels throughout La Porte require further study for park, linear park, 
and trail development. 

La Porte Public Schools and City-Owned Land 
Map 3.1 (facing page) illustrates the location of La Porte public school 
grounds in relation to the park system and natural open space. School 
properties both within and outside of walking distances to parks may be 
leveraged to increase access to recreational facilities (subject to suitable 
joint-use agreements). City-owned properties have also been highlighted 
in red. The City owns parcels throughout La Porte. Two areas where the 
City owns property are currently under discussion for parks and recreation 
opportunities: the area around the Recreation and Fitness Center and the 
bayfront property between Sylvan Beach Park and Seabreeze Park. The 
City is in the early stages of deciding what opportunities are available 

 
for these parcels. A question on the survey asked specifically about one 
of the properties under discussion at 1010 and 1106 Bayshore Drive. 
The respondents were given five options. Of the 210 respondents, 31 
percent said open space preserve (no development); 28 percent said a 
park; 16 percent said a recreation and fitness center; 8 percent said a city 
facility (i.e., a community center, meeting space, etc.); 5 percent said sell 
it for private development; and 10 percent provided other options like a 
community food garden, a soccer field, a nature play space, a mini water 
park, Seabreeze (private park) expansion, a disc golf course, a special needs 
inclusive park, a pavilion, a dog park, a spray park, or an indoor swimming 
pool. 

Land Conservation 
According to survey respondents, Armand Bayou just south of La Porte is 
a major draw for a natural open space park to walk, bird watch and visit 
a nature center. A number of respondents said they would like to see 
more of these types of natural areas in La Porte. Further study is needed 
to see what areas of La Porte have natural features, like the forested 
area throughout central area of the City, which make them attractive 
candidates for acquisition as part of a natural open space preservation and 
management program. 

Utility Corridors 
Utility corridors for water, sewer, natural gas, and electric, may be used 
for hike and bike trails. Some utilities may be buried below the trail or 
installed overhead above the trail. Combining trails with utility corridors is 
an efficient use of space and can defray some costs for trail development. 
These corridors offer long distance, car traffic free routes for cyclists and 
pedestrians. The City has already built a number of hike and bike trails in 
some utility corridors and right-of-way corridors. 
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STANDARDS-BASED ASSESSMENT 
The access-based (or “standards-based”) assessment analyzes existing 
parkland and facilities to determine if the amount and distribution of park 
facilities and acreage is meeting the needs of residents today and in the 
future. Three types of access-based level of service determinations were 
completed for La Porte as described below. 

Standards-based Level of Service 

Parkland Acreage 
The parkland acreage-based level of service analysis defines the quantity 
of parkland acreage in a community, expressed as a ratio of acreage to 
population. This analysis method considers whether there is sufficient 
acreage to serve the community’s population today and in the future. 

Access to Parkland 
In addition to overall acreage, the location of parks is equally important. 
The access-based parkland analysis examines the location and distribution 
of parkland throughout a community to determine its accessibility to 
residents. This method is often measured using a “proximity guideline,” 
expressed as a maximum walking radius from a park property. While 
the City owns over 395 acres of parkland, not all residents have access 
to these parks. Different types of parks and recreation amenities serve 
different functions and consequently have different service areas. As such, 
neighborhood, community, and regional parks will be analyzed separately. 

Park Facilities 
The park facility level of service analysis defines the number of facilities 
recommended to serve each particular recreation need. Facility standards 
are usually expressed as a ratio of units of one particular facility per 
population size (e.g., one basketball court per 4,000 people). 

Applying Level of Service Standards 
This Plan recommends level of service targets for some park and 
recreational facility types. The level of service targets recommended in this 
Plan are aspirational and advisory only. They are meant to assist the City 
in budgeting sufficient funds to not only maintain current levels of service 
for key parkland and recreational facilities, but to prioritize funding for new 
community services. These measures should be consulted in conjunction 
with sustained community input. Target levels of service are useful metrics 
for the City to measure selected parks and recreation service delivery on 
an annual basis. Ultimately however, level of service targets are imperfect 
metrics by which to anticipate and measure all local recreational needs 
and trends, and are not applied in this Plan to all possible parkland or 
recreational facility categories. 

Parkland Acreage 
The purpose of parkland acreage levels of service (LOS) for parks and 
recreational areas is to ensure that sufficient area is allocated for all 
the outdoor recreation needs of a community. Level of service measures 
allows a city to plan ahead so that parkland can be targeted and acquired 
(if deemed necessary) before it is otherwise developed. These targets are 
aspirational—often not being met in full—yet provide clear benchmarks 
that tell a community where funding and resources for new recreational 
services should be directed. 
La Porte is an attractive, waterfront community in one of the most 
populous counties in the U.S. People from all over the region visit La 
Porte to visit the bay, relax at the beach and fish. Although La Porte has a 
recreational draw it has a decreasing budget similar to parks departments 
across the country. La Porte’s PARD struggles with maintaining its current 
level of parkland as well as providing the variety of facilities and programs 
the changing population requires. Recommended “Target Levels of Service 
(LOS)” (column ‘3’ in Table 3.1, Parkland Level of Service) integrated into this 
Parks Master Plan were originally established by the 2002 (2008 Update) 
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan. 
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For the purposed of this Parks Master Plan, level of service 
recommendations for 2020 and 2040, will be calculated using the most 
recent U.S. Census estimated population (2017) of La Porte, 35,371 
people, and average projected population of La Porte for 2040, 38,747 
people (refer to the Demographics discussion of Section 1, Introduction.) 
Currently, residents are served by the existing neighborhood, community, 
and special use parks provided by the City and home owners associations 
(HOA). Developing and applying a level of service for park acreage results 
in acreage standards for different types of parks. Recommended 2040 LOS 
(column ‘7’) assumes a condition where no new parkland acreage is added. 
Current and recommended levels of service for La Porte parkland are 
displayed in Table 3.1, Parkland Level of Service (facing page). Based on the 
City’s overall park acreage of 396.3 acres, the City’s current parkland level 
of service is 11.2 acres per 1,000 residents (cell ‘G2’ in Table 3.1). If Sylvan 
Beach Park, a regional park, is included the Existing Acreage, the City’s 
parkland level of service is 12.1 (cells ‘H1’ and ‘H2’). 

Summary of LOS by Park Classification 

Pocket Parks (Row A) 

— The City of La Porte has only one pocket park, creating a large deficit of 
17.6 acres for this type of park and an even larger deficit of 19.3 acres 
by 2040. 

Neighborhood Parks (Row B) 

— 14 neighborhood parks totaling 38.1 acres and nine HOA parks totaling 
21.9 acres. 

— With a recommended target LOS of one acre per 1,000 residents there 
is a surplus of 2.7 acres of neighborhood parks. By 2040 the deficit is 0.6 
acres. 

— When HOA parks are added to City-owned neighborhood parks there is 
a significant surplus of parkland, 24.6 acres. By 2040, there is a surplus 
of 21.3 acres at a target LOS of one acre per 1,000 residents (refer to 
sidebar, Neighborhood HOA Parks on facing page). 

Community Parks (Row C) 

— Five community parks totaling 138.3 acres. There is currently a surplus 
of community parks, 67.6 acres, and a surplus of 60.8 acres in 2040. 

— As the only regional park in La Porte is owned by Harris County, Sylvan 
Beach Park, the community parks in La Porte help fill that void by 
offering facilities that support tournaments and unique features, such as 
a wave pool, that draw visitors from outside of La Porte. 

Regional Parks (Row D)* 

— La Porte has no City-owned parks that are classified as regional. The 
only regional park is the County-owned Sylvan Beach Park, a 32-acre 
bay front park. La Porte operates the fishing pier at Sylvan Beach which 
is classified as a special use park. 

— With a recommended target LOS of five acres per 1,000 residents and 
only one regional park for the entire city, there is currently a deficit of 
144.9 acres of regional-type park and a deficit in 2040 of 161.7 acres. 

Linear Parks (Row E) and Special Use Parks (Row F) 

This Plan does not recommend a level of service standard for linear park 
types or special use park types. This Plan does not recommend a level 
of service standard for linear or special use parks since they typically 
contain unique recreational facilities that are intended to serve the entire 
community. In addition, the linear parks include hike and bike trails whose 
level of service is assessed on page 3.20 of this section. 
For a more detailed inventory of park see Table 2.2, Park Inventory in 
Section 2, La Porte Parks Today. 
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Neighborhood HOA Parks 
La Porte’s park system is supported by nine Homeowner’s Association (HOA) parks (21.9 acres) and other private 
facilities, including trails, swimming pools, playgrounds, and picnic facilities. When added to the City-owned parks 
there would be a total of 60.0 acres of parks in the “Neighborhood” classification. This additional acreage increases 
the Existing Level of Service of Neighborhood Parks to 1.7 acres per 1,000 residents (from 1.1) creating a surplus 
of Neighborhood Park acreage today (a surplus of 24.6 acres) and in 2040 (a surplus of 21.3 acres). 

Table 3.1, 
Parkland Level of Service 

EXISTING LEVEL OF SERVICE 
(LOS) 

TARGET LOS RECOMMENDED 2020 LOS 
35,317 population 

RECOMMENDED 2040 LOS 
38,747 population 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 

Existing 
Acreage 

Current LOS 
(based on 35,371 

population) 
Recommended Target 

LOS Standard 
Recommended 
Acreage (2020) 

Surplus / Deficit 
Acreage (2020) 

Recommended 
Acreage (2040) 

Surplus / Deficit 
Acreage (2040) 

A P Pocket Parks 0.1 0.003 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

0.50 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

17.7 (17.6) Deficit 19.4 (19.3) Deficit 

B N Neighborhood Parks 38.1 1.1 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

1.00 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

35.4 2.7 Surplus 38.7 (0.6) Deficit 

C C Community Parks 138.3 3.9 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

2.00 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

70.7 67.6 Surplus 77.5 60.8 Surplus 

D R Regional Parks* 32.0 0.9 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

5.00 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

176.9 (144.9) Deficit 193.7 (161.7) Deficit 

E L Linear Parks 19.0 0.5 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

N/A N/A N/A 

F 

S Special Use Parks 
200.8 5.7 Ac./1,000 

Residents 
N/A N/A N/A 

G Overall Cumulative 
Target Acreage 

396.3 11.2 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

 300.7 acres (124.2) 
acres 

Deficit 329.3 acres (152.8) 
acres 

Deficit 

H Overall Cumulative 
Target Acreage including 
Sylvan Beach Park 
(Regional Park)* 

428.3 12.1 Ac./1,000 
Residents 

300.7 acres (92.2) 
acres 

Deficit 329.3 acres (120.8) 
acres 

Deficit 
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0.25 to 0.50 mile radius 
3 to 10 acres 

 
 

Access to Parkland: 

Neighborhood Park Accessibility 
Neighborhood parks are typically located within a neighborhood or in a 
place which is central to several smaller neighborhoods which they are 
meant to serve. Due to their close-to-home location, neighborhood parks 
are frequently accessed by foot. Neighborhood parks should be accessible 
to residents within a one-quarter-mile (ideal) or one-half-mile (standard) 
radius. These distances correlate to reasonable walking distances for all 
ages. These parks should be located away from major arterial streets and 
should be accessible without requiring residents to cross major roadways. 
Neighborhood park service areas are shown on Map 3.2, Neighborhood Park 
and Pocket Park Service Areas. 

Current and Future Needs 
La Porte has 14 neighborhood parks that encompass roughly 38.1 
acres. The neighborhood parks range from one to eight acres in size 
and are mainly concentrated in east and west La Porte, refer to Map 
3.2 (facing page). Although there is a surplus (Table 3.1 on page 3.13) 
of neighborhood-classified parks in La Porte and they are fairly, evenly 
distributed throughout the city, there are still gaps where residents do not 
have access to a neighborhood park. The Fairmont subdivision, for example, 
does not have a neighborhood park but is served by two HOA parks (the 
operation and maintenance of one park has recently been transferred back 
to the City) and a community park (Fairmont). North La Porte, which is more 
rural and has large residential parcel sizes, also lacks a neighborhood scale 
park. A new residential development, Morgan’s Landing, is being built along 

 
Bay Area Boulevard and will bring a number of new homes to La Porte. 
Although subdivision developers are providing a park, there is still a need 
for a neighborhood / community park in central La Porte. 

Pocket Parks 
La Porte has one pocket park, Pine Bluff Park, that totals 0.1 acres and 
offers a picnic area and water views for residents who do not have 
a bayfront home. Pocket parks generally occupy leftover spaces (i.e., 
triangular medians within roads); are less than one acre; and offer little or 
no amenities. According to the National Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA), pocket parks are urban open spaces on a small-scale and provide a 
safe and inviting environment for surrounding community members. They 
also meet a variety of needs and functions, including: small event space, 
play areas for children, spaces for relaxing or meeting friends, taking lunch 
breaks, etc. In waterfront cities like La Porte, pocket parks are a great way 
to provide public access to the Galveston Bay to picnic, fish, and watch the 
sunrise. This Plan recommends a target level of service standard of 0.5 
acres of pocket parkland per 1,000 residents. The City currently has a large 
deficit of this type of park of 17.6 acres and even larger deficit of 19.3 acres 
to support a 2040 projected population (refer to Table 3.1 on page 3.13). 
Map 3.2 (facing page) highlights “Opportunity Areas” where new parks may 
be located to service new and existing residential neighborhoods. Further 
study is needed to determine whether land and resources are available 
(refer to Map 3.1, City of La Porte Resources, on page 3.9). 
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Access to Parkland: 

Community Park Accessibility 
Community parks are large parks which serve several neighborhoods or a 
portion of a city. Community parks are intended to serve users who may walk or 
drive to the park within a one- to two-mile service area. Depending on location 
and accessibility, community parks may also be utilized by the residents of 
surrounding neighborhoods to meet their immediate recreational needs. 

Current and Future Needs 
La Porte has five community parks that encompass roughly 138.3 acres. Due to 
the larger service area of community parks, a majority of La Porte residents are 
adequately served. However, as illustrated on Map 3.3, Community Park Service 
Areas, just the central area of the city lies outside of the one-mile service area 
of surrounding community parks. Community parks are an important part of 
the city which they serve. They provide a variety of recreational activities with 
the potential to host tournaments and events that can attract people from 
areas outside of La Porte. Baseball, softball, soccer, and football programs are 
all examples of community park-based programs that have large leagues and 
may host tournaments in La Porte. However, according to stakeholder and 
survey results, the three sport-focused community parks, Northwest (soccer), 
Pecan (baseball), and Little Cedar Bayou (softball), can be overcrowded, and in 
need of maintenance and improvements. This, in turn, makes them insufficient 
to continue to support such events. 
This Plan recommends a target level of service standard of 2.0 acres of 
community parkland per 1,000 residents. Currently, there is a surplus of 
community park acreage in La Porte of 67.6 acres and there will continue to 
be a surplus in 2040 (60.8 acres), see Table 3.1 on page 3.13). Map 3.3 (facing 
page) highlights “Opportunity Areas” where new parks may be located to 
service new and existing residential neighborhoods. Further study is needed to 
determine whether land and resources are available (refer to Map 3.1, City of 
La Porte Resources, on page 3.9). 
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Access to Parkland Conclusion 
Based on park acreage alone, there would not be a pressing need for 
an additional community- or neighborhood-type parks. However, based 
on distribution, there is a gap in central La Porte of neighborhood and 
community parks. As such, an “Opportunity Area” for both classifications was 
placed there as an ideal location for an additional park that will serve both 
community and neighborhood park classifications (see Map 3.4 on facing 
page). An ideal park for this location would have amenities for neighbors of 
the park as well as facilities that attract visitors from outside La Porte. 
Respondents to the online survey had several suggestions for types of 
parks and/or park features that are currently not offered in the city that 
could be considered in this opportunity area (see direct quotes from survey 
respondents below): 

 
“Add a ‘Lazy River’ and some 
‘Water Slides’ next to the 

‘Wave Pool’, to have a Small 
Water Park!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“One of the basic struggles La Porte has 
is attracting families to live in La Porte. 
Too many are moving out because the 
city "does not offer much" for family 

entertainment. If family entertainment 
can be looked out when investing in future 
parks and renovation, that would be best.” 

 
 

 
“There are too many warehouses. 
We need to be able to get away 

from the plants as much as 
possible. Provide MUCH MORE 
natural trails and large trees to 

filter the air and surrounding areas.” 

 
 
 
 
 

“I would like to see an indoor 
play space with foam climbing 
structures. Something suitable 
for small kids that can be utilized 

during harsh or inclement weather.” 

 
 
 
 

“I would love to see a disc 
golf course and create a 

group/league of players. Disc 
golf is inexpensive to play 

and maintain.” 

“Please consider a 
community food garden 

with fruit trees and 
nature play space.” 
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Access to Parkland: 

Trail Accessibility 
Trails create multi-generational recreation opportunities, promote health, 
improve the overall quality of life, and provide non-vehicular transportation 
alternatives. Having close access to trails has become important for 
communities all over the country as people are gaining more interest in 
pursuing a healthier lifestyle. As facilities intended for pedestrian and bicycle 
access, trails have a service area of one-quarter-mile to one-half-mile. 

Current and Future Needs 
As illustrated on Map 3.5, Trail Service Areas, La Porte has an extensive 
network of off-street hike and bike trails and on-street bike lanes. A total of 
approximately 18.6 miles, which equates to approximately one mile of trail for 
every 1,901 residents in the city. The total miles of all trails in and around La 
Porte is approximately 25.9 miles (or one mile of trail for every 1,365 residents 
in the city). In the 2002 (2008 Update) Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master 
Plan “jogging and biking trails” was the facility that consistently came up as 
important to improve on and construct more of in the future. The 2002 (2008 
Update) Parks Master Plan recommended a target level of service for trails to 
be one mile for every 10,000 residents. With this target level of service, the 
following amounts of trails would be desired as the population of La Porte 
grows: 

— 2020 need: 
▪ 35,371 population: 7.1 miles (surplus of 11.5 miles) 
▪ 35,371 population: 3.5 miles (surplus of 15.1 miles) 

— 2040 projected need: 
▪ 38,747 population (Average): 7.7 miles (surplus of 10.9 miles) 
▪ 38,747 population (Average): 3.9 miles (surplus of 14.7 miles) 

La Porte has constructed several hike and bike trails on key roads throughout 
the city. The majority of residents have access to a trail. Northwest La Porte 
is the remaining area in the city that would benefit from trail connections, 
especially connecting the junior high and elementary school on N ‘L’ Street, as 
well as Northwest Park and Lomax Arena on N ‘P’ Street to residences in south 
and east. Additionally, besides hike and bike trails, survey respondents were 
very clear in expressing their interest and need for more nature trails. 
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Park Facilities 
In addition to evaluating the quantity and location of parkland throughout 
La Porte, comparing the current and target levels of service for recreation 
facilities helps to evaluate the need for improvements to the park system 
(see Table 3.3, Park Facilities Target Level of Service on page 3.24). As 
population growth occurs, this evaluation will help to ensure that a variety 
of recreational opportunities are adequately provided throughout the city. 
It is important to first establish a target level of service. Table 3.2, Park 
Facilities Level of Service Comparisons, compares target level of service 
(LOS) from various sources to establish the best LOS option for La Porte. 
The target LOS comparisons available include the facility LOS used in the 
2002 (2008 Update) Parks Master Plan; the 1996 National Recreation and 
Parks Association (NRPA) LOS; and the 2019 NRPA Performance Review, 
which includes median standards of participating cities with a comparable 
population density. The outcome of comparing these standards is a 
recommended target LOS for 16 recreational facility types seen in the final 
column of Table 3.2. These results vary widely and should not be viewed as 
conclusive comparisons. It is also difficult to compare La Porte to median 
figures from communities that are distinctly different to La Porte in size, 
population, geography, economics, and climate. As such, Table 3.2 should 
be viewed as a guide - but not a mandate – when considering potential 
service standards for recreational facilities in La Porte. 

Current and Future Needs 
Some of the more notable deficiencies in the current park system (see 
Table 3.3 on page 3.24) include softball fields, volleyball courts, picnic 
shelters, playgrounds, a recreation center, and a gymnasium. These same 
deficiencies are reflected in the input from stakeholders and results of 
the survey. The number one initiative respondents wanted implemented 
in the future is to “develop / improve existing facilities.” And when asked 

 
“what would you change about your favorite park” comments included 
providing more play areas for small children as well as more barbecue pits 
and picnic pavilions. Moreover, although there is a high surplus of other 
active recreation facilities like baseball fields and outdoor pools, based 
on public engagement input these facilities need additions, updates and 
improvements like new and additional field lighting; shade structures over 
seating areas and playgrounds; more and cleaner restrooms; clearing trash 
and litter; and safer and more parking areas. 
In regards to water recreation facilities, the climate in Texas requires an 
adequate number of activities involving water play. There are currently five 
public swimming pools in La Porte, four outdoor pools including a wave 
pool and one indoor pool at the Recreation and Fitness Center. The pools 
are all very popular and survey and stakeholder input have expressed they 
are overcrowded; need to be updated; and pool season and hours need 
to be extended. There are also several HOA pools, seven total, creating a 
surplus of pools in La Porte. The survey results also reflected residents 
would like to see more spray parks, currently there are three. 
Recommended facility target levels of service do not include proximity 
guidelines. The City should consider locating new facilities in places 
that reduce proximity gaps as represented by Maps 3.2, 3.3, and 3.4. 
As previously mentioned, recommended level of service targets are 
aspirational and advisory only. Other facility recommendations may be 
added to Table 3.3 by the City at a future date, while the absence of a 
particular facility from the table does not imply that it should not be added 
to the parks and recreation system. Additional facility recommendations are 
presented in Chapter 4, La Porte Parks Tomorrow. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Table 3.2, Park Facilities Level of Service Comparisons 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facility 

 
 

 
2002 (2008 

Update) Parks 
Master Plan 
Target LOS 

(Residents per 
Facility) 

 
 
 
 
 

1996 NRPA 
LOS Standards 
(Residents per 

Facility) 

2019 NRPA 
Agency 

Performance 
Review: 

Agencies with 
1,500-2,000 

Residents 
per Square 

Mile (Median 
Residents per 

Facility) 

 
 
 
 
 

Target LOS 
(Residents per 

Facility) 

Baseball - 30,000 12,527 30,000 

Youth Baseball 5,000 5,000 6,597 5,000 

Softball 5,000 5,000 11,917 5,000 

Football Fields - 20,000 25,320 20,000 

Soccer Fields 4,000 10,000 
13,173 (Adult) 

10,000 7,000 (Youth) 
Basketball Courts 2,000 5,000 5,971 5,000 

Tennis Courts 2,000 2,000 N/A 2,000 

Volleyball Courts 5,000 5,000 N/A 5,000 

Picnic Shelters 5,000 2,000 N/A 2,000 

Playgrounds 2,000 3,000 3,163 3,000 
Trails 1 mile per 

10,000 
1 mile per 

10,000 
N/A 1 mile per 

10,000 

Recreation Center 25,000 20,000 28,987 20,000 

Gymnasium - 20,000 31,539 20,000 

Outdoor Pool - 20,000 34,035 20,000 

Indoor Pool - 50,000 N/A 50,000 

Golf Course 30,000 25,000 N/A 25,000 
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Table 3.3, Park Facilities Target Level of Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facility 

 
 
 
 
 

 
City 

(29 parks) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
HOA 

(9 parks) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Current 
Available 

(City + HOA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Current LOS 
(Residents per 

Facility) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Target LOS 
(Residents per 

Facility) 

 
 
 
 

 
2020 Need 

Based on 
35,371 

Population 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 
Deficit or 

Surplus 

 
 
 
 

 
2040 Need 

Based on 
38,747 

Population 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2040 
Deficit or 

Surplus 

Baseball 3 0 3 11,790 30,000 1 Surplus of 2 1 Surplus of 2 
Youth Baseball 17 1 18 1,965 5,000 7 Surplus of 11 8 Surplus of 10 
Softball 4 0 4 8,843 5,000 7 Deficit of (3) 8 Deficit of (4) 
Football Fields 2 0 2 17,686 20,000 2 0 2 0 

Soccer Fields 9 0 9 3,930 10,000 4 Surplus of 5 4 Surplus of 5 

Basketball Courts 9 1 10 3,537 5,000 7 Surplus of 3 8 Surplus of 2 
Tennis Courts 2 0 37 956 2,000 18 Surplus of 19 19 Surplus of 18 
Volleyball Courts 0 0 0 0 5,000 7 Deficit of (7) 8 Deficit of (8) 
Picnic Shelters 1 0 1 35,371 2,000 18 Deficit of (17) 19 Deficit of (18) 
Playgrounds 17 8 25 1,415 1,000 35 Deficit of (10) 39 Deficit of (14) 
Trails 18.6 miles 2.6 miles 21.2 miles 1 mile per 

1,900 
1 mile per 

10,000 
3.5 miles Surplus of 

17.7 miles 
3.9 miles Surplus of 

17.3 miles 
Recreation Center 1 0 1 35,371 20,000 2 Deficit of (1) 2 Deficit of (1) 
Gymnasium 1 0 1 35,371 20,000 2 Deficit of (1) 2 Deficit of (1) 
Outdoor Pool 4 7 11 3,216 20,000 2 Surplus of 9 2 Surplus of 9 
Indoor Pool 1 0 1 35,371 50,000 1 0 1 0 
Golf Course 1 0 1 35,371 25,000 1 0 2 Deficit of (1) 
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PURPOSE 
The purpose of the previous three sections was to provide an 
understanding of the current status of the City’s park and recreation 
system as it exists today. Section 4, La Porte Parks Tomorrow: Analysis and 
Recommendations, creates a framework for implementation by focusing 
on key issues, and establishing a realistic vision, goals and objectives, 
followed by realizable action recommendations to address those issues. 
In this regard, the previous analyses have been used to identify the 
parks and recreational programming needs of La Porte today and to the 
year 2040. Need is measured by determining whether the parks and 
recreation facilities are in sufficient supply, and whether they are located 
in convenient and accessible areas in close proximity to their users. Having 
applied the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) and other 
acreage standards as well as the facility and equipment standards to the 
current and projected population of La Porte, the projected acreage of 
new park demand and types of improvements needs have been identified. 
Similarly, understanding what types of resources (e.g., staffing), policies 
(e.g., parks to standards program), or other standards (e.g., site selection 
criteria) helps to set the stage for successful implementation on a year- 
by-year, decision-by-decision, basis. Section 4, La Porte Parks Tomorrow: 
Analysis and Recommendations, provides guidance for responsible parties 
regarding implementation and the order of priority for which these action 
recommendations should be initiated in order to be successfully completed. 

 

STRATEGIC PERSPECTIVES 
(Goals, Objectives, Strategies and Actions) 
The following goals and objectives provide a framework for structuring 
recommended strategies and actions for achieving implementation 
priorities. For additional information on prioritization of future actions, 
refer to Table 5.1, Implementation Action Plan, within Section 5, 
Implementation. 

 

 

SECTION 4 LA PORTE PARKS TOMORROW 4.3 



4.4 LA PORTE Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan DRAFT June 11, 2020  

 
 
 
 
 

combining Map 3.2, Neighborhood Park and Pocket Park Service Areas and 
Map 3.3, Community Park Service Areas. This map illustrates the distribution 
and degree of accessibility of parks, special use facilities, and open space 
areas within the City and ETJ. As mentioned, everyone should be able to 
walk to a park. For analytical purposes a one-half mile radius was drawn 
around all parks, irrespective of classification (i.e., pocket, neighborhood, 
community, and/or regional), to represent a 10-minute walk to a park 
from any neighborhood or district. For the purposes of this analysis, it 
is assumed that all vehicular thoroughfares can be safely crossed by 
pedestrians wishing to access a park. When one factors-in access to 
community parks it becomes clear that there is a fairly even distribution 
of parks in the western and eastern sides of La Porte; even more so if one 
includes La Porte ISD school grounds as potential open space areas, as 
depicted in Map 3.1, City of La Porte Resources, on page 3.9 of Section 3. 
Central La Porte, east of the airport and on either side of Sens Road is a 
different story, as there are no parks and none within a half-mile walk. 

 
 

 
Equitable Access to Parks and Open Space Amenities 
Safe and convenient access to La Porte’s network of parks, trails, and 
open space areas is a fundamental principle that should guide current 
and future improvements; and should be addressed at a range of spatial 
scales. No one should have to drive to a park. This principle requires an 
even distribution of parks, recreational facilities, and open space areas 
throughout the City, in close proximity to the places where people live, 
including residential neighborhoods and subdivisions; as well as mixed- 
use districts and office parks where people work. The latter of which is 
particularly important because many peoples’ recreational activities occur 
in conjunction with their work schedule, either before work, during lunch, 
or on the way home after work. 
Map 4.1, Parkland Distribution is a composite map, from the Access to 
Parkland Conclusion in Section 3, Needs Assessment. The map is a result of 

OBJECTIVE 1.1 

Assure an equitable geographic distribution of parks, 
recreation facilities, and open space areas that are 
accessible to all. 

Growth Trajectory 
As summarized in Section 1, Introduction, La Porte’s population is estimated 
to grow by 3,376 persons over the next 23 years, reaching a projected 
population of 38,747 by 2040. Much of this growth will occur west of State 
Highway 146. As indicated in Table 3.1, Parkland Level of Service, demand 
for parks and open space will soon exceed supply, particularly in these 
areas. From a planning perspective, it is far easier to plan for and acquire 
needed parkland before development occurs, compared to trying to retrofit 
parks and trails into existing developed areas. 

GOAL 1 | DISTRIBUTION AND ACCESSIBILITY 

 
A balanced and diverse distribution of parks and 
facilities throughout the City that serves the 
recreation needs of the community. 

“Add more facilities to the West side 
of town. Family parks and picnic 
areas possibly within public pool 

and splash pad access.” 
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ACTIONS and INITIATIVES 

1. As a means of further defining geographic gaps in the distribution of 
parks and open space amenities, determine the percent of La Porte’s 
population who face a walk route of more than one-half mile to a park 
entrance from their home. 

Figure 4.1, Opportunity Area for an Additional Park 

UV225 

 
 

Opportunity Area 
Northwest 

  STRATEGY 1.1.2: Formulate a long-range parkland acquisition program.      

As summarized within Section 3, Needs Assessment, there is a current and 
future need to establish pocket, neighborhood, and community parks in 
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classifications. 

3. Establish site selection criteria with which to prioritize decisions 
regarding new park property and/or acceptance of land donations (refer 
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Analyze the feasibility and benefit of developing a publicly-accessible, 
multi-use, neighborhood and/or community park off Sens Road, as depicted 
in Figure 4.1, Opportunity Area for an Additional Park. 

 
 

Pine Bluff 

Bay Oaks 

Tom Brown 

Ohio St 

community parks in areas of 
 

STRATEGY 1.1.3: Formulate a park development program for central 
La Porte. 

STRATEGY 1.1.1: Examine walking access to parks from each 
neighborhood and subdivision within the City. 

Bay Area 

 

1. Work with area realtors to identify available properties within 
the City limits with which to establish new pocket, neighborhood 
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2. Work with the City’s Planning Department and local realtors to 
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PARKS AND FACILITIES SITE SELECTION CRITERIA 
There are various factors that influence the siting of parks and recreation areas. Among the criteria that influence site selection are the surrounding land 
use characteristics (e.g., type and scale of development, lot size), the size and anticipated use of the proposed area, and the potential physical development 
constraints and barriers (e.g., arterial (primary) roadways and other streets, waterways, and drainage ditches). The general site selection criteria and principal 
considerations for park and recreation facilities include the following factors: 

 

Topography 
— The park should have a land surface configuration (relief) to 

accommodate its intended uses, such as ball fields and open 
play areas. Some topography, even if created through cut and 
fill, is desirable to create visual interest and to offer additional 
opportunities for park uses such as mountain biking and hiking. 
There should be sufficient slope to allow for adequate storm water 
runoff from ball fields and other developed areas. 

— Desirable views into and away from the site should be preserved 
and protected. 

Soils 
— The topsoil should be suitable for turf grasses; ornamental 

perennials, grasses, and shrubs; and trees. 
— The area should be protected from soil erosion during construction 

and designed to avoid erosion upon completion (e.g., thorough 
mulching, retaining walls). 

Vegetation 
— Natural or landscaped vegetation should include grass areas and trees with 

hardy, low maintenance species preferred for planted vegetation. 
— Xeriscaping (a landscape style which requires little or no irrigation) is 

preferred to minimize required irrigation and maintenance given the local 
climate. 

— Irrigation systems should be provided for intensively used areas such as 
playing fields and landscaped areas. 

— Significant individual specimens or unique wildlife habitats are desirable. 
— Interpretive signage should be provided to identify species and varieties of 

natural vegetation and to educate the public. 

Access and Location 
— All parks should be readily accessible to their users and convenient for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists. 
— Parks should be accessible from collector (secondary) streets rather than 

arterial (primary) roadways. 
— Parks should be located adjacent to trails and greenways to provide 

linkages to neighborhoods and other areas of the community. 
— Joint use of sites for public parks and school use is highly desirable to 

maximize the public benefit and to be efficient in the expenditure of public 
resources. 

 

Site selection criteria is particularly important when the site is associated with the construction of new parks in or around new residential subdivisions. The 
dedication of land for new parks should conform to site selection criteria and not be relegated to so much left-over, undevelopable land; particularly if the 
Parks and Recreation Department is to assume maintenance responsibilities for the new park. 
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W Fairmont Pkwy 

 
 

 

 
STRATEGY 1.1.4: Assist the City in 
determining the highest and best 
programmatic use for the property at 1010 
and 1106 Bayshore Drive (Figure 4.2). 

1. Analyze the existing utilities infrastructure 
(water, wastewater, drainage, 
communications) to determine the types 

“Make it a natural park with lots of 
landscaping, maybe different flowers and 

shrubs, no playground, benches and areas to 
relax and enjoy the breeze off the bay. It’s a 
great place for someone to read, or for the 
seniors across the road to get out and walk 

a lap on a natural or small paved path.” 

 
 
 

 1106  
 
 

 1010  

and square footages of development the properties may support. 
2. Evaluate the thoroughfare classifications and levels of service of 

existing roads leading to the properties, and their capacity to serve 
different intensities of development on the properties. 

3. Evaluate the surrounding neighborhood and determine the degree 
to which new development (densities and intensities) will negatively 
impact the existing character and quality of the neighborhoods. 

 
 

 
Prepare an “opinion,” with options, for City Council to evaluate in 
determining the best path forward regarding the renovation or 
redevelopment of Fairmont Park West (see Figure 4.3, Fairmont Park West 
HOA Park Opportunity Area), with respect to: 
• the cost of renovating the pool; 
• operating the pool as a Class B pool (with respect to the number of 

staff required; and 
• renovating the landscape and play areas to fulfill the State 

requirements for being classified as a “drug-free zone.” 
 

  STRATEGY 1.1.6: Develop a civic park adjacent to City Hall.  

Analyze the feasibility and benefit of developing a publicly-accessible civic 
park in the vacant parcel adjacent to La Porte City Hall at W. Fairmont 
Parkway and S. 4th Street, as depicted in Figure 4.4, City Hall Parcel 
Opportunity Area. 

 Fairmont Park West Park  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 City Hall  
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Rustic Gate Rd 

Figure 4.4, Parcel adjacent to City Hall Opportunity Area 
W “I” St 

Figure 4.3, Fairmont Park West HOA Park Opportunity Area 

STRATEGY 1.1.5: Assist the City in determining the highest and best 
programmatic use for the Fairmont Park West HOA park. 

Figure 4.2, 1010 1106 Bayshore Drive Opportunity Area 
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An opportunity to significantly increase access to neighborhood parks and 
sports-related recreational facilities includes utilizing, through a joint use 
agreement, property owned by the La Porte ISD. Use of these properties 
increases the number and distribution of available parks and recreation areas 
throughout the community, as illustrated in Map 4.1, Parkland Distribution on 
page 4.5. 
A more formalized reciprocal agreement should be pursued to address joint 
purchase, use and maintenance of school grounds and equipment, which 
may be mutually beneficial to the La Porte ISD and City. Adoption of joint use 
agreements can be a cost-effective strategy for increasing physical activity 
among children and adults, and further extend the distribution and access of 
parkland to residents. The La Porte ISD and municipal policymakers should 
ensure that the agreement: 
— Clearly identifies eligible facilities that may be used for recreational 

purposes; 
— Clearly defines eligible users and the times when facilities are available; and 
— Specifies any liability and repair responsibilities for eligible users. 
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation provides resources to help develop 
and implement joint use agreements, including model agreements, as well 
as an overview of liability risks in all 50 states and a checklist for creating an 
agreement (refer to: https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2012/02/joint- 
use-agreements-creating-opportunities-for-physical-activit.html). 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. The City, by way of its Parks and Recreation Department, should approach 
the La Porte ISD to discuss the potential opportunities associated with a 
formal joint facility use agreements regarding school facilities within La 
Porte’s City limits. 

2. Continue to explore broad ways with which to fund the development and 
operation of parks and facilities, and La Porte ISD facilities through use of 
a variety of funding mechanisms and community involvement, which, at a 
minimum, could consist of grants, fundraising, development charges, and 
cost-sharing agreements with other parties. 

Interlocal Agreement 
La Porte Independent School District (ISD) facilities and grounds 
are currently not open to the larger public. However, with an 
appropriate interlocal or joint use agreement in place, school 
properties can contribute to the parks and recreation facilities 
available to La Porte residents. An interlocal agreement is a formal 
agreement that sets the terms and conditions for shared use of 
public property or facilities between two separate government 
entities, such as a public school and a city or county. With such an 
agreement, city governments can increase its residents access to 
parks and recreation by opening school playgrounds and facilities 
to the public when schools are not in session. 
La Porte ISD campuses cover approximately 984.7 acres of 
land. An interlocal agreement between the City and the school 
district will help align resources for La Porte ISD and the City of 
La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Department to meet the needs 
of the community and facilitate cost-sharing for maintenance 
of recreational facilities. This will be particularly beneficial for 
neighborhoods that are under-served by the City but have school 
playgrounds and recreation facilities. As a result of an interlocal 
agreement, residents will be able to access playgrounds, basketball 
courts, running tracks, and walking trails on school property when 
schools are not in session, such as after school hours on weekdays, 
on weekends and on holidays. Community organizations will also 
gain access to fields and gymnasia to practice and compete. 
An interlocal agreement between La Porte ISD and the City’s Parks 
and Recreation Department should: 

— Define the hours of public access 
— Provide guidelines for operation 
— Establish roles and responsibilities for the ISD and City 
— Establish liability 

STRATEGY 1.1.7: Discuss with the La Porte Independent School District 
(ISD) the prospect of executing a joint-use agreement for the use of school 
recreational facilities after school hours. 

http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2012/02/joint-
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3. Consider partnering with the La Porte ISD to apply for funding through 
Every Child Outdoors (www. http:// everychildoutdoors.org/) for an 
Environmental Education grant. Research from Lawrence Hall of Science 
at University of California, Berkeley shows that on average, elementary 
school students receive less than 60 minutes of science instruction 
per week. ECO grantees participate in 14 hours of interactive science 
instruction, which equates to 14 weeks of science. 

 

 
SPARK is a non-profit organization that has helped develop neighborhood 
parks on public school land in the Houston area for over 30 years. SPARK 
has worked with independent school districts and neighborhoods in 
Houston and Harris County to build over 200 playgrounds on school 
properties that also serve the residents of surrounding neighborhoods. 
These playgrounds or SPARK Parks are available for public use after the 
school day has ended and on weekends and are an example of innovative 
and cost-effective use of public land to increase park acreage and provide 
park services to all neighborhoods. 
Through partnerships between local governments, school districts, non- 
profits and businesses, the SPARK School Park Program makes it possible 
for individual schools to receive funding to develop community parks on 
their school grounds. The City of Houston and some precincts in Harris 
County provide funding through federal block grant dollars as well as 
logistic support while school districts are responsible for bidding and 
overseeing the construction and maintenance. Funding for the program 
is also provided by corporations and local businesses. The Trust for Public 
Land partnered with SPARK in 2016 to assess SPARK Park usage and 
conditions. The resulting report led to a $5 million grant to build 30 new 
SPARK parks. 
The design for each park is based on community input from the 
neighborhood civic clubs, residents, school parents, students, and teachers. 
While each SPARK park has unique elements of artwork and landscaping, 
common features include playground equipment, benches, picnic tables, 
trees, and an outdoor classroom. 

OBJECTIVE 1.2 

Ensure that La Porte’s parks, recreational facilities, 
and open space areas are accessible and within safe 
walking distance for the City’s residents. 

Recognizing the importance of accessible parks, cities across the country 
have adopted specific goals for park access based on walking distance. 
The national leaders in terms of park access include Boston, New York City, 
Denver, San Francisco, Seattle, Minneapolis, and Chicago. 
— In Denver, more than 90 percent of residents live within six walkable 

blocks of a park, which is tracked with GIS analyses to ensure the parks 
are safely accessible by pedestrians. The City recently raised the park 
accessibility goal to four blocks for urban areas. 

— Seattle has a one-eighth mile goal for parks in urban areas, and one- 
quarter to one-half mile for neighborhood parks. More than 79 percent 
of children live within one-quarter mile of a park. 

— Minneapolis adopted its six-block goal more than 50 years ago, and now 
more than 99.4 percent of the City’s residents live within six blocks of a 
park. 

— In Boston, 97 percent of children live within one-quarter mile of a park. 
Only 2,900 children do not live within walking access of a park. 

— In New York City, 91 percent of children live within one-quarter mile of 
a park. 

— In San Francisco, 85 percent of children live within one-quarter mile of 
a park. 

— In Chicago, more than 90 percent of the City’s 2.9 million residents live 
within one-half mile of a park or play lot. The City’s current goal is for 
each city resident to live within one-tenth mile from a “mini park” in 
urban areas, one-quarter mile from neighborhood parks, and one-half 
mile from community parks. 

Strategy 1.1.8: Partner with SPARK (School Park Program) and the La 
Porte ISD to develop a series of SPARK Parks on school grounds. 

http://everychildoutdoors.org/)


SECTION 4 LA PORTE PARKS TOMORROW 4.11  

STRATEGY 1.2.2: Develop and implement a distinctive directional 
signage and wayfinding system for key parks and attractions in and 
around the City. 

 
Other cities have followed suite by adopting similar accessibility goals. 
St. Paul, Minnesota; Miami, Florida; Detroit, Michigan; and Long Beach, 
California, are all working to meet a one-quarter mile goal for urban 
areas, while another 21 cities, including El Paso, Texas, are working to 
meet goals ranging from a five-minute walk (one-quarter mile) to one- 
half mile distance. La Porte should follow suit. As evidenced in the survey 
responses, when it comes to residents’ park, recreation, or cultural activity 
wish list, regarding what people would like to see in their parks, nature 
trails scored first (refer to the Demands-Based Assessment in Section 3, 
Needs Assessment, page 3.5). Indeed, for several years in a row, the most 
popular outdoor recreational activities in the United States are cycling, 
running, and walking, with walking in the Number 1 spot (source: https:// 
enjoytheoutdoorlife.com/). 
From a vehicular transportation standpoint, beyond their Smart Phone 
map applications and their car’s navigation system, motorists require 
directional and wayfinding signage in order to know how to reach parks 
and recreational facilities. 

 

 
ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Work with the City’s Planning Department to improve off-site 
accessibility to each park by continuing the Sidewalk Replacement 
Project to repair, replace, or install new sidewalks, crosswalks, and curb 
cuts, in high pedestrian use neighborhoods immediately surrounding 
the parks, schools, and other community facilities. 

2. Improve on-site accessibility for persons with physical disabilities, the 
elderly, people with strollers, among others, so one can travel from off- 
site (i.e., neighborhoods) or the park’s parking lot, into and through the 
park to reach park amenities. 

3. Ensure that ADA-compliant, handicapped accessible ramps, play 
structures, and equipment are incorporated into every municipal park. 

4. Add lighting in parks, school sports fields, at greenway trailhead parking 
lots and along greenways where needed. 

5. Ensure that the City’s land development codes and subdivision 
regulations promote connectivity as part of infill and new development. 

 

Directional (wayfinding) signage to parks would greatly improve the 
overall awareness of the park system and improve park visibility within 
the community. The City should consider means through which to enhance 
its park branding program, whereby a unique image is portrayed through 
consistent signage and design features in each park. This would serve as a 
unifying element and provide for visual consistency and legibility. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Ensure there is adequate directional / wayfinding signage leading to La 
Porte’s parks and recreational facilities. 

2. Identify the principal and secondary thoroughfares that lead to each 
park and identify locations for directional signs at one-half mile 
intervals, beginning one mile from each park. 

“I have no idea where there 
are walking trails” 

“Sidewalks by Bay Area Blvd destroyed 
by construction crews, Fairmont trail 
always flooded or filled with debris, 
bike paths poorly planned and not 

maintained properly.” 

STRATEGY 1.2.1: Ensure parks are accessible, safe, and connected to 
their adjacent neighborhoods and other areas of the City. 
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STRATEGY 2.1.2: Acknowledge that parks and recreation needs evolve 
over time with changes in demographic characteristics, and respond 
accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

OBJECTIVE 2.1 

Prioritize and implement a range of recreational 
facilities and programs that meet the needs of all age 
groups, in all socioeconomic categories. 

In principle, each of La Porte’s community and neighborhood parks should 
provide recreational opportunities (active and passive, athletic and non- 
athletic sports) for residents of all ages and abilities. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Develop means through which to monitor and quantify, on an annual 
basis, parks and recreational facilities use. As discussed in Strategy 
2.1.10, re-program parks as needed to ensure continued and enhanced 
active and passive recreation. 

2. Continually monitor national trends regarding park use and identify best 
practices which may be applicable to La Porte’s parks program. 

3. Beyond programming and maintaining recreational facilities and 
equipment for children and adolescents engaged in organized, team- 
oriented, active recreational sporting events (e.g., baseball and football), 
consider passive recreational enhancements for other demographic 
sectors of the community, including young people not involved in team 
sports, and senior citizens. 

4. Encourage coaches of sports leagues and clubs to receive input 
from participants, via a post-season survey, and provide feedback on 
successes and failures of the sports program. 

5. Track sports league and club participant numbers to be able to quantify 
increases or decreases in youth participation, on an annual basis. 

 

There are several national trends that should be acknowledged as the City 
plans improvements for its parks and recreational programs, including the 
following: 
— Increasingly, people suffer from a lack of free time. This represents a 

significant barrier to participation in recreation and cultural activities 
for both youth and adults. As a result, parks and recreation departments 
across the country are adjusting their schedules and providing longer 

Strategy 2.1.1: Continue to periodically monitor and quantify park and 
recreational facility use. 

 

 
GOAL 2 | EVENTS, PROGRAMS AND FACILITIES 

 
A diverse and equitable range of recreation 
programs and activities for the enjoyment of La 
Porte’s citizens. 

“I wish that all our parks had 
more variety for all ages. My little 
one can’t do what my big ones 
can. Also, I wish there were more 

shaded play areas.” 
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“More events/activities near the 
shops in the downtown area in order 
to revive the area. It would be nice 
to be able to walk to a coffee shop 

and go shopping there.” 

STRATEGY 2.1.5: Introduce an educational dimension to La Porte’s 
parks, trails, and open spaces. 

 
operating hours and flexibility in scheduling recreation programs in 
order to accommodate people’s busy schedules. 

— More people are physically inactive; resulting in increased cases of 
obesity, particularly among youth, and chronic disease such as diabetes, 
heart disease, etc. Reliance on automobiles has created a culture of 
driving to destinations as opposed to encouraging active forms of 
transportation such as walking or cycling. The popularity of video 
games, Internet and television, are out-competing physical activities. 
Parks departments are routinely having to add and revise programs and 
opportunities to address obesity. 

— Recent studies indicate a range of emerging parks and recreation 
activities, including a growing demand for spontaneous, unprogrammed 
recreation and cultural activities; where people can drop-in at their own 
convenience and take part in a pick-up game of some sort (responds 
to lack of time). Additionally, there is increasing interest in field sports 
beyond football and soccer. Non-traditional sports, such as ultimate 
frisbee, disc golf, skateboarding, sand volleyball, and cricket are 
increasing in popularity. Demand for passive recreational activities in 
parks, such as walking, bird-watching, picnicking, and fishing, are also 
increasing. 

  Strategy 2.1.4: Make La Porte’s parks a network of Wi-Fi Hotspots.  

To increase the public’s use of La Porte’s parks, investigate the feasibility of 
providing Internet access at community and regional parks. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. To determine feasibility, identify and research case studies of cities that 
have Wi-Fi hotspots in parks. 

2. Identify a viable demonstration park, such as Little Cedar Bayou Park, 
within which to test the Wi-Fi concept. 

3. Monitor demonstration park to determine degree of additional use it 
receives. 

 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES  

1. Work with San Jacinto College and the science departments within La 
Porte ISD schools to develop interpretive/environmental signage for La 
Porte’s parks and recreational trails. 

 

  

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Provide, promote and encourage community and regional events, as well 
as programs Downtown La Porte. 

2. Develop baseline spending 
estimates for revenues 
generated (direct / indirect) from 
events scheduled within the 
community. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Routinely post on social media and send via email blasts, reminders to 
Parks and Recreation Department constituencies about the passive and 
active recreational opportunities the Division’s parks and open space 
areas provide for La Porte’s citizens, beyond playgrounds and sports 
fields. 

2. Embrace electronic media and ways in which young people can apply 
computer and smart phone-based games to La Porte’s parks system. This 
may include geo-caching and other scavenger hunt-type games. 

STRATEGY 2.1.6: Take full advantage of unprogrammed public open 
space. 

STRATEGY 2.1.3: Provide an economically sustainable, family-friendly, 
culturally engaging calendar of regularly scheduled and special events 
at venues suitable for each event. 
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STRATEGY 2.1.10: Reprogram and re-design under-performing parks 
and recreational facilities. 

STRATEGY 2.1.11: Incorporate the following park-specific improvements 
into the City’s Capital Improvement Program. 

 
 
 

 
ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. To better understand the recreational and other interests of La Porte’s 
senior citizens, periodically facilitate senior citizens’ “round tables” at 
the Senior Center. 

2. Partner with senior centers in neighboring communities and develop 
jointly-sponsored programs and events. 

 
 
 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Consider expanding the recreational program offerings (e.g., after 
school programs for youth) as funding and staffing allows. 

2. Formulate a development program, schedule and budget, as well as 
site selection criteria for the construction of a youth-oriented, indoor 
sports facility, or series of facilities that would also accommodate the 
programmatic requirements for large assemblies of people. 

 

 
The Recreation and Fitness Center is fully programmed and does not 
have the scheduling or spatial capacity to take on additional recreational 
programs. There is warrant for an additional center for indoor recreational 
and fitness activities. An additional recreation/fitness center could be 
located in west La Porte. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Consider partnering opportunities with San Jacinto College to construct 
a joint-use recreational / fitness facility in West La Porte. 

2. Work with a local architectural firm to develop a working program and 
space plan with which to establish some budgetary parameters. 

 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Budget consultants fees for park redesign / redevelopment in the City’s 
Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 

2. To ensure broad-based community support and participation, facilitate 
design workshops for the preparation of redevelopment plans and 
design development for park properties which remain underutilized. 
Work with a local consultant to prepare a community-based park 
improvement program, schedule, and budget. 

 

The following are improvements already planned by the City (refer to 
Table 1.1, Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Accomplishments to Date, in 
Section 1, Introduction). Additional improvements were brought up during 
the public engagement process of this Parks Master Plan. Those proposed 
improvements in addition to a breakdown of order of magnitude costs for 
all improvements are in Appendix C, Park Enhancements. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Central Park and Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center 
Planned: 
▪ Renovate Evelyn Kennedy Community Center and replace floors. 
▪ Renovate San Jacinto Pool. 
▪ Renovate pool house. 
▪ Install new playground (2030). 

STRATEGY 2.1.9: Consider developing an additional recreational 
center. 

STRATEGY 2.1.8: Review current recreational program offerings to 
determine appropriate future programming to best meet demands 
and use of resources. 

STRATEGY 2.1.7: Ensure there are adequate active recreation, 
exercise, and athletic / sports-related programs available for senior 
citizens and those with disabilities, at the La Porte Senior Center and 
elsewhere. 



 

 
 
 
 

2. Fairmont Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace field lights with LED lights. 
▪ Install outdoor fitness equipment. 
▪ Renovate community center. 
▪ Install new playground (2026). 
Additional: 
▪ Renovate concession stand. 
▪ Remove scoreboards. 

3. Little Cedar Bayou Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace field lights with LED lights. 
▪ Install new playground (2033). 
Additional: 
▪ New wave pool house with secured restroom access. 
▪ Add parking spaces. 
▪ New park master plan design and implementation. 

4. Northwest Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace field lights with LED lights. 
▪ Install new inclusive playground (refer to Image 1 on facing page). 
Additional: 
▪ Replace chain link fence. 
▪ Make drainage improvements. 

5. Pecan Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install safety nets. 
Additional: 
▪ New park master plan design and implementation. 

6. Bay Oaks Park 
Planned: 
▪ Renovate gazebo. 
▪ Install new playground (2027). 
Additional: 
▪ Install lights at pavilion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Creekmont Park 
Planned: 
▪ Resurface basketball court. 
▪ Remove and replace split rail wooden fence and replace with rod iron 

fence. 
▪ Install new playground (2027). 

8. Fourteenth Street Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2021). 
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Image 2: Fields at Pecan Park 

Image 1: Rendering of Inclusive Playground at Northwest Park 



 

 

9. Glen Meadows Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace workout equipment. 
▪ Install new playground (2030). 
Additional: 
▪ Build a parking lot. 

10. Dr. MLK, Jr. Park and Jennie Riley Recreation Center / Charles Walker Annex 
Planned: 
▪ Update and replace basketball pavilion. 
▪ Install new playground (2031). 

11. Ohio Street Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2022). 

12. Pfeiffer Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2024). 
Additional: 
▪ Remove and replace picnic shelters. 

13. Seabreeze Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace sink basins in restroom. 
▪ Install new playground (2027). 

14. Spenwick Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2021). 

15. Tom Brown Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2032). 

16. Woodfalls Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install solar lights along trail (refer to Image 3). 
Additional: 
▪ Install outdoor fitness equipment. 
▪ Install new playground. 

17. Pine Bluff Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace picnic tables/benches. 
▪ Replace wood fencing. 

18. Heritage Park 
Planned: 
▪ Repair foundation of the depot. 

19. La Porte Recreation and Fitness Center and Norman L. 
Malone Senior Center 

Planned: 
▪ Install new roof. 

20. Lomax Arena and Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new parking lot. 
▪ Install new playground (2032). 
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Image 3: Trail at Woodfalls Park 

 
“Glen Meadows could use an update in 
swings, grills, adding a splash pad and 

volleyball area would make it complete, 
along with bag stations for picking up 
after your pets. There is always a mess 
on actual trail and edges of trail. Better 

lighting would be a plus.” 
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STRATEGY 3.1.2: Actively promote eco-tourism and birdwatching in 
and around La Porte. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

woodlands, and natural areas. Utilize conservation easements, transfer 
of development rights, and other legal mechanisms typically utilized for 
land conservation, including outright land acquisition of priority open 
space areas. 

2. Continue to consider energy efficiency and environmentally sustainable 
design (Energy Star and USGBC LEEDTM certification standards) when 
planning, developing, and purchasing park facilities, equipment and 
supplies. 

3. Continue to spearhead, promote and participate in various recycling 
efforts and programs. 

4. Consider adopting conscientious land management practices like 
the use of natural composting, environmentally safe fertilizers and 
pesticides, and the use of “no-mow” zones around resource features. 

 

 

 

 
OBJECTIVE 3.1 

Protect and sustain valued nature areas, 
environmental features, and historic and cultural 
resources. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Promote the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail and the Clear Lake Loop, 
including UTC 080B: Little Cedar Bayou Nature Trail. 

2. Work with TPWD to erect additional Bird Trail Sign Markers in Little 
Cedar Bayou Park, along S. Broadway and other principal corridors in 
and around La Porte. 

3. Work with La Porte ISD elementary and middle school biological science 
departments to construct and install bird and bat houses in La Porte’s 
parks and along its recreational trails. 

 

  
 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Continue to provide for preservation and conservation of open 
spaces, including wetlands, floodplains, streams and water bodies, 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Work with La Porte ISD elementary and middle school biological science 
departments to plant milkweed and other plant material which is part 
of a Monarch’s diet / habitat. 

STRATEGY 3.1.3: Continue to promote the conservation of the 
Monarch Butterfly and its habitat. 

Strategy 3.1.1: Work to preserve and enhance natural and cultural 
resources within La Porte’s City Limits. 

GOAL 3 | ENVIRONMENT 

 
La Porte’s unique natural open spaces and 
important habitat areas, with threatened and 
endangered species of plants and wildlife, are 
preserved and protected. 

“Add more facilities to the West side 
of town. Family parks and picnic 
areas possibly within public pool 

and splash pad access.” 



 

STRATEGY 3.2.1: Consider offering additional nature-based 
recreational programs for the enjoyment of La Porte residents. 

 
“Please consider a community 
food garden with fruit trees 

and nature play space.” 

“A kids nature play space 
would be amazing.” 

“Love walking on the nature 
trails with my dogs. Need more 

trails around old La Porte.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 3.2 

Provide more facilities to meet the passive, non- 
sport recreational needs of the community including 
development of unprogrammed natural areas, 
development of bay shore/creek areas for boating 
and fishing, and larger community parks.. 
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STRATEGY 3.1.4: Work with the La Porte ISD and Bay Area Heritage 
Society to formulate a new interpretive program for La Porte’s 
Heritage Park that is more closely aligned with school curricula. 
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Strategy 4.1.2: As depicted in Map 4.2, Future Trails, evaluate the 
feasibility of developing a hike and bike trail along Big Island Slough. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 4.1 

Develop an interconnected, multi-use, active 
transportation network that provides access and 
connectivity to parks and recreational facilities 
throughout the community. 
To encourage and facilitate use, La Porte’s system of parks, recreational 
facilities, and open spaces need to be accessible and connected via a 
network of safe, active transportation corridors and travel ways, including 
sidewalks, off-street recreational trails, and on-street bike lanes. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. As depicted in Map  4.2, Future Trails, continue to utilize the 2002 
(2008 Update) Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan to evaluate 
potential sidewalk, off-street recreational trail, and on-street bike 
lane connections throughout the City. Update the Trails Master Plan as 
appropriate. 

2. Utilize the 2002 (2008 Update) Parks, Trails, and Open Space  Master  Plan 
to plan trailhead locations and furnishings, including wayfinding and 
interpretive signage; benches, bollards, waste receptacles; parks, and 
other amenities. 

3. Evaluate the use of different types of barriers to provide a structural 
separation between on-street bike lanes and traffic lanes, as depicted in 
Figure 4.5, Bike Lane Protection Options, on page 4.20. 

4. To increase the visual distinction between bike lanes and vehicular 
lanes, consider bike lane striping and painting options, as depicted in 
Figure 4.6, Bike Lane Painting Options, on page 4.20. 

 

STRATEGY 4.1.1: Continue to develop a City-wide multi-use trail 
system to provide bicycle and pedestrian connectivity throughout the 
community – particularly in locations that provide linkages between 
key destinations, such as neighborhoods, parks, and schools. 

 
 
 

“The walking trails on Fairmont look 
nice, but they are covered from the 
road with trees, etc. I would not feel 
safe walking there. Maybe a safety 

fence of some sort instead.” 

 

 
GOAL 4 | TRAILS 

 
A network of pedestrian and bicycle ways for hiking, 
jogging, and cycling throughout the La Porte area, 
that includes an interconnected system of paths, 
trails, lanes, and routes that are multi-purpose, 
accessible, convenient, and connect to residential 
neighborhoods, parks, schools, workplaces, 
commercial areas, major open spaces, and other 
destinations. 

 
“Walking trail expanded 

to Lomax area.” 
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Figure 4.5, Bike Lane Protection Options 
 

    
Source: Longmont Observer Source: Greater Greater Washington Source: 100 Resilient Cities Source: Alta Planning and Design 

Figure 4.6, Bike Lane Painting Options 
 

    
Source: California Economic Summit (https:// 
caeconomy.org/) 

Source: https://www.zoomerradio.ca/ Source: Rivard Report, San Antonio Source: Bklyner 

http://www.zoomerradio.ca/
http://www.zoomerradio.ca/


 

 
 

  
 

While there are signs in most parks there are no directional (way-finding) 
signs leading residents and passers-by to parks and public spaces from 
nearby streets. This would greatly improve the overall awareness of the 
park system and improve park visibility within the community. The City 
should consider means through which to enhance its park branding 
program, whereby a unique image is portrayed through consistent signage 
and design features in each park. This would serve as a unifying element 
and provide for visual consistency. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Improve naming and wayfinding signage program for La Porte’s parks 
and trails. 

2. Ensure there is adequate directional / wayfinding and regulatory 
signage within La Porte’s parks. 

3. Identify the principal thoroughfares that lead to each park and identify 
locations for directional signs at one-half mile intervals. 

 

  STRATEGY 4.1.4: Work to advance a culture of bicycle safety.  
 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

Water-based trails, or “blue trails,” are recreational routes along waterways 
with a network of public access points supported by broad - based 
community partnerships. Water trails provide both conservation and 
recreational opportunities for communities. 
1. Identify, or provide criteria for identifying critical areas of the Trinity 

Bay (such as navigational exclusion zones, hazards and unusual 
boating conditions, sensitive wildlife and ecosystems, sites with poor 
water quality, potential crime areas, etc.) that require giving users key 
information, restricting access, or taking other management actions. 

2. Conduct site assessment and planning for trailheads (put-in/take-out) 
by identifying issues related to embankment stabilization and access 
requirements, boater and navigational safety/security, operations and 
maintenance, and education and interpretive needs. 

3. Develop a set of trailhead development and management strategies 
that can be implemented to address issues related to access needs, 
wildlife / ecosystem concerns, boater and navigational safety and 
security, management needs and available resources, along with 
educational and interpretive needs and opportunities. 

4. Promote a water trail ethic that teaches and promotes safe, low-impact 
boating practices and encourages users to protect the Trinity Bay and 

1. Work with the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council (H-GAC) to expand public access 
to, and understanding of, bicycle safety. 

“It would be nice to 
have a kayak launch at 

Seabreeze Park.” 

associated creeks’ unique ecological resources while functioning as a 
recreational trail water amenity. 

5. Enforce and teach personal boating safety, and navigational safety, 
and national security through a water trail education program, active 
coordination among recreational groups, other environmental agencies, 
regulatory agencies, and appropriate launch facility design and site 
management. 
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STRATEGY 4.1.5: Develop a “Blue Trails” concept plan and trail network 
that establishes Trinity Bay (La Porte coastline) as a key addition to 
the larger La Porte Trails Network and capitalizes on local resources 
as a means of tourism, education, research, and recreation. 

STRATEGY 4.1.3: Provide amenities to the City’s trail system to 
increase safety, encourage multi-modal options, reduce the burden 
on parking areas, improve trail user’s health, and create a positive 
image of the trail and the City. 
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GOAL 5 | OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

 
Fiscally sustainable and resilient operation and 
maintenance of La Porte’s park, recreation facilities, 
trails, and open space resources. 

“I utilize the rec center swimming 
pool very often..it is crowded at times 

and needs better maintenance.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OBJECTIVE 5.1 

Plan for a high-quality, well-maintained parks system 
which meets the needs of its users. 
Enhance the function, maintenance, and programmatic opportunities of 
City parks and recreation facilities through the provision of sufficient funds, 
staffing, and equipment. 

A Parks and Recreation Board is an advisory board (and in some cases a 
policy-making board) that is comprised of volunteer citizens whose job is 
to focus on the parks and recreation needs of the community. The board 
provides valuable input and advises the local government on recreation 
and parks matters. Recreation and parks board members represent and 
advocate for all citizens and play a key role in determining, implementing 
and gaining financial support for recreation and parks services. As an 
advisory board it may only make recommendations to your governing body. 
A board allows for the vital involvement and participation of citizens that 
is necessary to meet your community’s needs.1 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES  

1. Talk informally with your elected officials about recreation and parks 
boards, explain what they are and what work they can do, and ask for 
their suggestions on how you can promote the idea of establishing a 
board. 

2. Draft an ordinance, to be adopted by City Council, which spells out the 
board’s title, number of members, powers, duties, responsibilities and 
organizational structure. 

 

  STRATEGY 5.1.2: Develop a Park Standards Manual.  

A park standards manual establishes minimum design, construction, and 
performance expectations for the City’s park furnishings, equipment, and 
amenities. The intent of the Standards Manual is to inform and guide park 
and open space planning, and, capital improvements and maintenance, in 
order to sustain life cycle resource investments within the public realm. 

 
 
 

 

1 Landes, Susan E. (2011). Recreation and Parks Board Handbook (Fourth Edition). Pennsylvania Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources Bureau of Recreation and Conservation. http://www.docs.dcnr. 
pa.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_002301.pdf 

STRATEGY 5.1.1: Form a Parks and Recreation Board to advise the City 
of La Porte on recreation and parks matters. 

http://www.docs.dcnr/


 

STRATEGY 5.1.3: Develop a park asset replacement 
schedule. 

 
 
 
 
 

Why an Advisory Parks and Recreation Board is a Good Idea 
A recreation and parks board is a group of conscientious volunteers who work 
to improve life in your community by providing citizens with close-to-home park 
areas, recreation facilities and recreation programs. This board benefits your 
community by: 
— Being aware of the needs and viewpoints of their neighbors, friends and 

fellow citizens. A board helps your municipality become more customer-driven 
by providing ongoing public input. As the eyes and ears of your community, a 
board also knows how and when to broach a subject with residents. 

— Selling the worth of recreation and parks to elected officials. As citizens 
themselves, a board carries clout and political influence. Elected officials 
listen to voters. A board can gain financial support for parks and programs and 
can effectively negotiate with elected officials. 

— Developing the recreation and parks vision of your community, helping your 
municipality become forward thinking and encouraging it to be proactive 
rather than reactive. 

— Extending the capability of your local government by providing support 
for the operation of your recreation and parks system, especially if your 
community has no staff. 

— Enhancing the image, developing community pride in and enlisting public 
support for your recreation and parks system. A board helps spread the word 
about your great parks and programs. 

— Monitoring the public expenditures of citizen tax dollars and raising funds to 
supplement budgeted funds. 

— Serving as a buffer between citizens, recreation and parks directors, other 
municipal staff and elected officials on controversial issues. 

— Providing continuity from year-to-year for the operation of your recreation 
and parks system. 

— Planning and conducting recreation programs and special events and 
involving more citizens as volunteers. 

Landes, Susan E. (2011). Recreation and Parks Board Handbook (Fourth Edition). Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources Bureau of Recreation and Conservation. http://www.docs.dcnr.pa.gov/cs/groups/ 
public/documents/document/dcnr_002301.pdf 
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ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES  

1. Based on the Park Standards Manual, implement a Work 
Order Management System. A work order system should 
be used to track life cycle maintenance requirements that 
are tied to weekly and monthly work orders. This will help 
the Parks and Recreation Department’s (PARD) staff to stay 
ahead of preventative maintenance and reduce breakage of 
park facilities and equipment. 

2. Create work plans based on maintenance standards. 
Maintenance standards should be based on a series and 
tasks which follow NRPA best practices, and the frequencies 
with which La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Department 
staff carry-out those tasks. The PARD can customize the 
standards based on the park and recreation values of La 
Porte’s residents and then adopt the maintenance standards 
and ensure they are implemented based on a predetermined 
maintenance schedule. 

 

Develop an depreciation program and replacement schedule 
for all parks facilities and equipment (all depreciable capital 
assets). 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Based on past experience, develop a realistic lifespan for all 
physical assets, to begin at the time of installation. 

2. Calculate the estimated annual depreciated value of all 
assets, and incorporate into a budgetary line item within the 
Parks and Recreation Division’s annual budget. 

3. Develop an asset replacement schedule for all facilities and 
equipment within La Porte’s parks. 
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Demand, resource, and access-based assessments consider whether a 
recreational resource is available and accessible in a community (refer 
to Section 3, Needs Assessment). These three methodologies however do 
not measure the condition of parkland grounds and facility repair. The 
condition of existing parks, recreation facilities, buildings, equipment, and 
other improvements and quantities is extremely important relative to the 
perceived and actual quality of a community’s parks and recreation system. 
The quality appearance and maintenance of the park system contributes 
to the image of the community and the perception of its livability. The 
conditions based assessment measures whether a park space and the 
facilities located on the site are maintained in a condition suitable to 
be used safely, or to otherwise entice continued visitation and usage by 
residents and other potential users. It is therefore essential for the City 
to maintain its facilities in quality repair and provide diligent care for its 
grounds and improvements. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Consider altering the Recreation and Fitness Center membership fee 
structure to allow for increased revenue generation while still providing 
a cost-effective recreation options for users.. 

 

 

OBJECTIVE 5.2 

Position La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Department 
to achieve excellence. 
Ensure the success of La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Department through 
the continued professional development of the staff and division. 

 
 

 
Develop a seasonal maintenance plan and schedule for each park. Include 
preventative maintenance measures as well as routine annual/semi-annual 
upkeep of facilities and equipment in order to increase the lifespan, as 
outlined within the park asset replacement schedule (proposed in Strategy 
5.1.2). 

 

 
ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Develop a spreadsheet of planting projects for third-party benefactors 
interested in enhancing La Porte’s system of parks. 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES  

1. Encourage employees’ membership and active participation in 
professional or trade organizations. 

2. Conduct annual mission and goal development sessions with Parks 
Division staff. 

3. Incorporate departmental goals into employee’s annual appraisals. 
4. Continue to support staff to obtain professional certifications such 

as Certified Park and Recreation Professional (CPRP), the Certified 
Playground Safety Inspector (CPSI) program, and others. 

5. Reallocate Special Services (for seniors and people with disabilities) to 
be under the authorities of the PARD Recreation Superintendent. 

STRATEGY 5.1.7: Evaluate the prospect of increasing recreational 
center membership fees. 

STRATEGY 5.1.4: Conduct a park conditions assessment of La Porte’s 
existing parks, facilities, and recreational trails. 

STRATEGY 5.1.6: Continue to expand La Porte’s urban forest canopy 
through planting additional trees in the City’s parks. 

STRATEGY 5.1.5: Develop a maintenance manual for all parks 
and open space areas administered and maintained by the Parks 
Department. 

STRATEGY 5.2.1: Ensure the success of La Porte’s Parks and Recreation 
Department through the continued development of its staff. 



 

STRATEGY 5.3.2: Continue to pursue program funding through the 
City’s Hotel and Occupancy Tax (HOT) revenues. 

 
 

 
 

ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Work with City of La Porte’s Human Resources Department to consider 
elevating staff compensation levels and other potential incentives, such 
as signing bonuses, to attract and retain potential candidates. 

2. Provide clear pathways for advancement within the Parks Department. 

 

 
ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Submit quarterly briefings and annual progress reports to the City 
Council to inform them of the implementation status of Master Plan 
strategies and recommendations. 

2. Assess and internally update this master plan on an annual basis 
to determine revised areas of need based on recent developments, 
and modify the capital improvement plan according to changing 
circumstances and priorities. 

 
 

 
OBJECTIVE 5.3 

Continue to pursue sustained revenue streams to fund 
enhanced programming, operations and maintenance 
of La Porte’s parks and recreation facilities. 

Seek additional funding opportunities to support capital and operational 
needs. 

 
ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES 

1. Actively pursue grant funding through the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department (TPWD). As summarized on their website (https://tpwd. 
texas.gov/business/grants/recreation-grants/copy_of_grant-deadlines), 
TPWD has a range of grant funding programs relevant to the City of La 
Porte’s parks and recreation system, including the following programs: 

▪ Community Outdoor Outreach 
▪ Local Parks Outdoor Outreach 
▪ Local Parks Non-Urban Outdoor Recreation 
▪ Local Parks Small Community Recreation 
▪ Local Parks Non-Urban Indoor Recreation 
▪ Recreational Trails 

2. Continue to apply for funding from private foundations or other 
granting entities. 

3. Utilize the comprehensive listing of potential funding sources provided 
in Appendix D, Funding for Implementation, to identify and leverage 
additional funding for local projects. Consider contracting with or 
hiring an experienced grant writer to regularly pursue federal, state and 
foundation grants to subsidize local funding. 

 

 
 

 
4.26 LA PORTE Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan DRAFT June 11, 2020 

STRATEGY 5.2.2: Consider additional recruitment / retention 
incentives for Parks Department maintenance staff. 

STRATEGY 5.2.3: Maintain strong internal communications with other 
municipal departments, and appointed and elected officials. 

STRATEGY 5.3.1: Exercise fiscal responsibility and prudence in 
all financial and business transactions with respect to parkland 
acquisition, development, operations, and maintenance. 
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The purpose of this chapter and its implementation program is to provide 
an aggressive, yet realistic and achievable plan for implementing the 
recommendations of this master plan. This implementation program 
identifies the City’s park improvement and recreation program priorities, 
together with other recommended actions and initiatives. It also 
underscores factors that will contribute to successful implementation, 
and lists strategic partners with whom the City may collaborate to 
offer diversity in its program offerings and to expand and enhance the 
availability and range of parks and recreation facilities. 
The implementation program reflects the outcomes of the analysis 
outlined in Section 4, La Porte Parks Tomorrow: Analysis and 
Recommendations, and strategies proposed for the City’s parks system and 
recreation program. The assessment quantifies the additional parkland, 
facilities, and improvements needed to keep pace with community growth 
and increasing demands. It also incorporates the needs and preferences 
resulting from the community survey. A key principle of this plan is to 
involve the public in planning for its parks and recreation needs and 
preferences. This was accomplished through multiple discussions with area 
residents, Parks Department officials and staff, and programs providers; 
and meetings with the Master Plan Advisory Group. The success of this plan 
ultimately relies on its ability to meet the needs of a growing community. 
Ongoing outreach efforts and opportunities for community engagement 
will keep the plan focused on this objective. 

IMPORTANCE OF THIS MASTER PLAN 
This Master Plan will enable the community to keep pace with its growth 
and continue to provide quality parks and recreational facilities, programs, 
and community events. There are many factors that influence this plan and 
its directions for implementation. 
— A shortage of 17 acres to meet current needs for pocket parks within 

the City limits. 
— A need to acquire and develop an additional 120 acres of parkland 

within the City limits by Year 2040. 
— Needed coordination between the City and La Porte Independent School 

District for joint use of school facilities. 
— New or replaced equipment items in each of the parks, including 

security lighting. 
— Additional directional wayfinding signage to assist La Porte’s residents 

in accessing parks and open space. 
— Continued construction and extension of recreational trails in order to 

increase pedestrian connectivity throughout the community; based on 
resident input and prioritization. 

— Additional passive recreational opportunities. 
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Implementation Success Factors 
Several key factors will be integral to the success of the implementation 
program, including the dedication of the City’s leadership, continued public 
involvement, acceptance and commitment by all municipal departments, 
plan reference and integration into other development and capital projects, 
and ongoing monitoring and evaluation, as described below. 

Dedication of the City’s Leadership 
Members of City Council, City staff, the Master Plan Advisory Group, and the 
community must assume ownership of the Master Plan in order for it to 
be successfully implemented over the short- and long-term. Of particular 
importance will be an annual review process to update and amend the 
Plan, as warranted, and to keep the Capital Plan current. The Capital Plan 
should be regularly updated to reflect new improvements and needs for 
existing as well as new parks. 

Public Engagement 
As in the original Master Plan Update process, the City solicited the input 
and guidance of the community during the preparation of this Plan to 
guide the prioritization of departmental projects and program initiatives. 
This input should continue by way of regular focus groups; an annual 
summit of commercial, educational, and non-profit organizations; and 
periodic community surveys focused solely on parks and recreation topics. 
Furthermore, residents should be engaged in design charrettes to aid in 
the process of park design and to weigh-in on new programs, park themes, 
and proposed changes to existing programs. 

Dedication, Acceptance, and Commitment 
Several of the City’s departments have roles in implementing this 
Master Plan. This may include, among others, the consideration of land 
proposed for parkland dedication as part of subdivision plat review 
by the Planning and Development Department, the provision by the 
Public Works Department of internal or external street, sidewalk, and 
utility improvements serving parks, not to mention assistance with the 

construction of specific park facilities; and coordination with the La Porte- 
Bayshore Chamber of Commerce in promoting and hosting community (and 
regional) events and activities. For these reasons, each of these and other 
departments may support, through various avenues, the realization of this 
Plan. It will be important to maintain communication and coordination 
between these departments and the Parks and Recreation Department to 
ensure ongoing success. 

Coordination and Collaboration 
The collaboration with local and regional partners is becoming 
increasingly important given fiscal constraints and considering the 
oftentimes common missions and objectives of each. This Plan advises the 
City to actively promote strong partnerships through intergovernmental 
and/or cooperative agreements for the provision of public/semi-public 
open space, park facilities, and recreation programs. The programmatic 
assessment outlined in Section 3, Needs Assessment, identifies multiple 
opportunities for mutually beneficial coordination in sharing parkland 
throughout the City, such as through a joint use agreement between the 
City and La Porte ISD. 

Evaluation 
As with any plan, the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan must 
be kept up-to-date on a regular basis. This is essential because, although 
this plan considers community needs over the next 10 to 20 years, the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department requires a five-year plan, meaning 
this plan will need to be updated in 2026. During the interim, the Plan will 
need to be reviewed annually and amended as needed to reflect changes 
in the mission and goals of the Parks and Recreation Department, the 
changing needs and attitudes of the community, and fluctuations in the 
City’s adopted annual budget and Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 
Annual reviews will ensure that the recommended actions remain viable 
and realistic, and reconciled with the capital and operating budgets. These 
reviews will also help the City to gauge its progress in meeting the vision, 
goals, and objectives of the Plan. 
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Role of the City and Future Partnerships 
The City’s role will be to increase its commitment of financial and human 
resources concurrent with the growth and development of the parks 
and recreation system. In other words, as more acreage is acquired and 
developed there; and with the addition of recreational programs and 
activities, there will be the need for additional staff, facilities, equipment, 
and operating budget warranted to effectively and efficiently administer, 
manage, operate, and maintain them. 
There will certainly be challenges in implementing this Plan, including 
escalating land acquisition and development costs, possible land 
assembly requirements, necessary ordinance amendments, increased fees 
commensurate with increasing costs, and many other challenges. One 
of the ways to reduce the impact of these challenges will be to form 
partnerships with other providers, agencies, and governments - to spread 
not only the capital burden but also the tremendous public benefits and 
value accrued from a robust parks and recreation system. 
Working with partners will enable the City to build-on past successes 
and lessons learned through working with others that are involved in 
parks and recreation, leverage opportunities and achieve efficiencies; and 
ultimately, establish a first-class parks and recreation system. As referenced 
within Appendix D, Funding for Implementation, specific opportunities for 
partnerships include: 

— Regional, State and Federal agencies; 
— Private foundations and non-profit organizations; 
— La Porte Independent School District; and 
— Private sector entities. 
Higher agencies of government, such as the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, will likely continue to be a source of funding and technical 
assistance through their competitive grant programs. It is advisable to 
make maximum use of these financial assistance programs to leverage 
funding thereby allowing more significant projects and sizeable areas. A list 
of funding sources and programs is discussed in Appendix D, Funding for 
Implementation. 

The City is not limited to partnering with the aforementioned entities. 
The opportunity to build partnerships should be an ongoing process that 
continues throughout the duration of the planning period - and beyond. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION PRIORITIES 
This section details the improvement priorities that have been identified 
for La Porte’s parks and recreation system. These improvement priorities 
were determined, in part, by the condition assessment presented in Section 
2, La Porte Parks Today, and Section 3, Needs Assessment; the recommended 
improvements based on current and projected needs for parks and 
recreation facilities presented in Section 4, La Porte Parks Tomorrow, public 
input through consultation and stakeholder interviews, the community 
survey, and guidance of the Master Plan Advisory Group and Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

Capital - Partnerships Plan 
Displayed in the Implementation Action Plan on pages 5.6 through 5.21, 
is the scheduled improvements for each of the existing parks. This same 
process should be completed for every new park that is created. The 
Implementation Action Plan has been divided into line-item improvements 
and organizes park development into the following types of actions: 
— Capital Projects 
— Policies and Programs 
— Regulations and Standards 
— Partnerships and Coordination 
— More Targeted Planning 
Following action types, the range of “action leaders” are identified and 
include those organizations / entities that will most likely have a role in 
the implementation of that specific line-item park improvement. Refer 
to list of action leaders in Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action 
Leaders.” 
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Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” 
 

CC City Council 
CM City Manager 
DCB Development Corporation Board 
FD Finance Department 
HS Heritage Society 
LBCC La Porte-Bayshore Chamber of Commerce 
LD Legal Department 
LPISD La Porte Independent School District 
PARD Parks and Recreation Department 
PD Planning and Development Department 
PWD Public Works Department 
PZC Planning and Zoning Commission 
SJC San Jacinto College 
STD Streets and Traffic Division 

 
The organization of the Implementation Action Plan allows park needs to 
be evaluated for each park or on a City-wide, individual improvement basis. 
The costs, if applicable, are preliminary, and reflect order of magnitude 
estimates for park improvement projects. These unit and aggregate 
costs were extrapolated, in part, from the Parks Department’s Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP), as well as from other relevant sources. For 
those improvements that fall within the category, “More Targeted Planning,” 
there will be warrant for more detailed design and planning, resulting 
in the development of more definitive programming, scheduling, and 
budgeting; construction documentation and specifications, and detailed 
cost estimates; the professional (and City in-kind) services of which will 
then need to be folded-in to the Parks Department’s, and ultimately the 
City’s CIP. 

Primary Improvement Priorities 
The following list of improvements reflect the City’s highest priority projects, 
meaning they should be planned for incorporation into the annual capital 
budgeting process. As this plan matures, each of these projects will be 
further divided into individual projects with their requisite priorities. 
Based on the prioritization exercise conducted with the Master Plan Advisory 
Group, the Top Five priority improvements to La Porte’s system of parks and 
recreation facilities include the following (in order of priority): 

1. STRATEGY 1.1.1: Examine walking access to parks from each 
neighborhood and subdivision within the City. (Refer page 5.6). 

2. STRATEGY 4.1.1: Continue to develop a City-wide multi-use trail system 
to provide bicycle and pedestrian connectivity throughout the community 
– particularly in locations that provide linkages between key destinations, 
such as neighborhoods, parks, and schools. (Refer page 5.17). 

3. STRATEGY 1.2.1: Ensure parks are accessible, safe, and connected to their 
adjacent neighborhoods and other areas of the City. (Refer page 5.7-5.8). 

4. STRATEGY 2.1.11: Incorporate the following park-specific improvements 
into the City’s Capital Improvement Program. (Refer page 5.11-5.14). 

5. STRATEGY 5.1.1: Form a Parks and Recreation Board to advise the City of 
La Porte on recreation and parks matters. (Refer page 5.19). 

Additional top priority improvements include: 

6. STRATEGY 1.1.7: Discuss with the La Porte Independent School District 
(ISD) the prospect of executing a joint-use agreement for the use of 
school recreational facilities after school hours. (Refer page 5.7). 

7. STRATEGY 2.1.7: Ensure there are adequate active recreation, exercise, 
and athletic / sports-related programs available for senior citizens and 
those with disabilities, at the La Porte Senior Center and elsewhere. (Refer 
page 5.10). 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 
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GOAL 1 | DISTRIBUTION AND ACCESSIBILITY 
A balanced and diverse distribution of parks and facilities throughout the City that serves the recreation needs of the community. 

Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Action Type ame 
 

10+ 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 1.1 Assure an equitable geographic distribution of parks, recreation facilities, and open space areas that are accessible to all. 

STRATEGY 1.1.1: Examine walking access to parks from each neighborhood and subdivision within the City. 

1. As a means of further defining geographic gaps in the distribution of parks and 
open space amenities, determine the percent of La Porte’s population who face a 
walk route of more than one-half mile to a park entrance from their home. 

X    Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD N/A 

STRATEGY 1.1.2: Formulate a long-range parkland acquisition program. 

1. Work with area realtors to identify available properties within the City limits with 
which to establish new pocket, neighborhood and community parks in areas of 
need. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD; PD N/A 

2. Work with the City’s Planning Department to identify available parcels of 
undeveloped land within the City of La Porte, which may be available for 
purchase and are large enough to accommodate recreational facility / open space 
programming for a variety of park classifications. 

 X   Partnerships and 
Coordination 

PARD; PD N/A 

3. Establish site selection criteria with which to prioritize decisions regarding new 
park property and/or acceptance of land donations. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards 

CM; FD; PARD; PD N/A 

STRATEGY 1.1.3: Formulate a park development program for central La Porte.  X   More Targeted Planning PARD; PD; CM N/A 

STRATEGY 1.1.4: Assist the City in determining the highest and best programmatic use for the property at 1010 and 1106 Bayshore Drive. 

1. Analyze the existing utilities infrastructure (water, wastewater, drainage, 
communications) to determine the types and square footages of development the 
properties may support. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD; PD N/A 

2. Evaluate the thoroughfare classifications and levels of service of existing roads 
leading to the properties, and their capacity to serve different intensities of 
development on the properties. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD; PD N/A 

3. Evaluate the surrounding neighborhood and determine the degree to which 
new development (densities and intensities) will negatively impact the existing 
character and quality of the neighborhoods. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD; PD N/A 

Initiation Time F  
(Years) 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 

 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 

SECTION 5 IMPLEMENTATION 5.7 

 

 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 1 | DISTRIBUTION AND ACCESSIBILITY 
STRATEGY 1.1.5: Assist the City in determining the highest and best programmatic 
use for the Fairmont Park West HOA park. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD; PD N/A 

STRATEGY 1.1.6: Develop a civic park adjacent to City Hall.   X  More Targeted Planning PARD; PD $1,000,000 

STRATEGY 1.1.7: Discuss with the La Porte Independent School District (ISD) the prospect of executing a joint-use agreement for the use of school recreational facilities after school hours. 

1. The City, by way of its Parks and Recreation Department, should approach the La 
Porte ISD to discuss the potential opportunities associated with a formal joint 
facility use agreement regarding school facilities within La Porte’s City limits. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination 

CC; CM; LD; LPISD; 
PARD 

N/A 

2. Continue to explore broad ways through which to fund the development and 
operation of parks and facilities, and La Porte ISD facilities through use of a 
variety of funding mechanisms and community involvement, which, at a minimum, 
could consist of grants, fundraising, development charges, and cost-sharing 
agreements with other parties. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Target Planning 

CM; PARD N/A 

3. Consider partnering with the La Porte ISD to apply for funding through Every Child 
Outdoors (www.http://everychildoutdoors.org/) for an Environmental Education 
grant. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Target Planning 

PARD; LPISD; CM N/A 

STRATEGY 1.1.8: Partner with SPARK (School Park Program) and the La Porte ISD to 
develop a series of SPARK Parks on school grounds. 

  X  Partnerships and 
Coordination 

PARD; LPISD N/A 

OBJECTIVE 1.2 Ensure that La Porte’s parks, recreational facilities, and open space areas are accessible and within safe walking distance for the City’s residents. 

STRATEGY 1.2.1: Ensure parks are accessible, safe, and connected to their adjacent neighborhoods and other areas of the City. 

1. Work with the City’s Planning Department to improve off-site accessibility to each 
park by continuing the Sidewalk Replacement Project to repair, replace, or install 
new sidewalks, crosswalks, and curb cuts, in high pedestrian use neighborhoods 
immediately surrounding the parks, schools, and other community facilities. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
More Target Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD; TD N/A 

2. Improve on-site accessibility for persons with physical disabilities, the elderly, 
people with strollers, among others, so one can travel from off-site (i.e., 
neighborhoods) or the park’s parking lot, into and through the park to reach park 
amenities. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD; CM N/A 

3. Ensure that ADA-compliant, handicapped accessible ramps, play structures, and 
equipment are incorporated into every municipal park. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD; CM N/A 

http://everychildoutdoors.org/)
http://everychildoutdoors.org/)


1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 
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 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 1 | DISTRIBUTION AND ACCESSIBILITY 
STRATEGY 1.2.1: Ensure parks are accessible, safe, and connected to their adjacent neighborhoods and other areas of the City. 

4. Add lighting in parks, school sports fields, at hike and bike trailhead parking lots 
and along trails where needed. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD N/A 

5. Ensure that the City’s land development codes and subdivision regulations 
promote connectivity as part of infill and new development. 

 X   Regulations and 
Standards 

CM; PD; PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 1.2.2: Develop and implement a distinctive directional signage and wayfinding system for key parks, attractions, and trails in and around the City. 

1. Ensure there is adequate directional / wayfinding signage leading to La Porte’s 
parks, recreational facilities, and trails. 

 X   More Targeted Planning CM; PARD; PWD N/A 

2. Identify the principal and secondary thoroughfares that lead to each park and 
identify locations for directional signs at one-half mile intervals, beginning one 
mile from each park. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PWD; PARD; CM N/A 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 

SECTION 5 IMPLEMENTATION 5.9 

 

GOAL 2 | EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND FACILITIES 
A diverse and equitable range of recreation programs and activities for the enjoyment of La Porte’s citizens. 

Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Action Type ame 
 

10+ 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 2.1 Prioritize and implement a range of recreational facilities and programs that meet the needs of all age groups, in all socioeconomic categories. 

STRATEGY 2.1.1: Continue to periodically monitor and quantify park and recreational facility use. 

1. Develop means through which to monitor and quantify, on an annual basis, parks 
and recreational facilities’ use. Re-program parks as needed to ensure continued 
and enhanced active and passive recreation. 

X    Polices and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards 

PARD N/A 

2. Continually monitor national trends regarding park use and identify best practices 
which may be applicable to La Porte’s parks program. 

X    More Targeted Planning PARD N/A 

3. Beyond programming and maintaining recreational facilities and equipment for 
children and adolescents engaged in organized, team-oriented, active recreational 
sporting events (e.g., baseball and football), consider passive recreational 
enhancements for other demographic sectors of the community, including young 
people not involved in team sports, and senior citizens. 

X    Polices and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

4. Encourage coaches of sports leagues and clubs to receive input from participants, 
via a post-season survey, and provide feedback on successes and failures of the 
sports program. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

5. Track sports league and club participant numbers to be able to quantify increases 
or decreases in youth participation, on an annual basis. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 2.1.2: Acknowledge that parks and recreation needs evolve over time with 
changes in demographic characteristics, and respond accordingly. 

X    Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 2.1.3: Provide an economically sustainable, family-friendly, culturally engaging calendar of regularly scheduled and special events at venues suitable for each event. 

1. Provide, promote and encourage community and regional events and programs 
Downtown La Porte. 

X    Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; LBCC; CM N/A 

2. Develop baseline spending estimates for revenues generated (direct / indirect) 
from events scheduled within the community. 

 X   More Targeted Planning LBCC; PARD; CM N/A 

Initiation Time F  
(Years) 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 

 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 
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 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 2 | EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND FACILITIES 
STRATEGY 2.1.4: Make La Porte’s parks a network of Wi-Fi Hotspots. 

1. To determine feasibility, identify and research case study cities that have Wi-Fi 
Hotspots in parks. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; LBCC; PD; CM N/A 

2. Identify a viable demonstration park, such as Little Cedar Bayou Park, within which 
to test the Wi-Fi Hotspot concept. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD; CM $25,000 

3. Monitor demonstration park to determine degree of additional use.  X   Policies and Programs; PARD; PWD N/A 

STRATEGY 2.1.5: Introduce an educational dimension to La Porte’s parks, trails, and open spaces. 

1. Work with San Jacinto College and the science departments within La Porte ISD 
schools to develop interpretive/environmental signage for La Porte’s parks and 
recreational trails. 

 X   Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; LPISD: SJC N/A 

STRATEGY 2.1.6: Take full advantage of unprogrammed public open space. 

1. Routinely post on social media and send via email blasts, reminders to Parks and 
Recreation Department constituencies about the passive and active recreational 
opportunities the Department’s parks and open space areas provide for La Porte’s 
citizens, beyond playgrounds and sports fields. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination 

PARD N/A 

2. Embrace electronic media and ways in which young people can apply computer 
and smart phone-based games to La Porte’s parks system. This may include geo- 
caching, Pokemon Go, and other scavenger hunt-type games. 

X    Policies and Programs PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 2.1.7: Ensure there are adequate active recreation, exercise, and athletic / sports-related programs available for senior citizens and those with disabilities, at the La Porte 
Senior Center and elsewhere. 

1. To better understand the recreational and other interests of La Porte’s senior 
citizens, periodically facilitate senior citizens’ “round tables” at the Senior Center. 

X    Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Target Planning 

PARD N/A 

2. Partner with senior centers in neighboring communities and develop jointly- 
sponsored programs and events. 

 X   Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Target Planning 

PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 2.1.8: Review current program offerings to determine appropriate future programming to best meet demands and use of resources. 

1. Consider expanding the recreational program offerings (e.g., after school programs 
for youth) as funding and staffing allows. 

X    More Target Planning PARD N/A 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 

SECTION 5 IMPLEMENTATION 5.11 

 

 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 2 | EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND FACILITIES 
STRATEGY 2.1.8: Review current program offerings to determine appropriate future programming to best meet demands and use of resources. 

2. Formulate a development program, schedule and budget, as well as site selection 
criteria for the construction of a youth-oriented, indoor sports facility, or series of 
facilities that would also accommodate the programmatic requirements for large 
assemblies of people. 

  X  More Target Planning PARD $20 million 

STRATEGY 2.1.9: Consider developing an additional recreational center. 

1. Consider partnering opportunities with San Jacinto College to construct a joint-use 
recreational / fitness facility in West La Porte. 

  X  Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Target Planning 

CM; SJC; PARD; PWD N/A 

2. Work with a local architectural firm to develop a working program and space plan 
with which to establish some budgetary parameters. 

  X  Capital Projects; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Target Planning 

CM; PARD; PWD $30 million 

STRATEGY 2.1.10: Reprogram and re-design under-performing parks and recreational facilities. 

1. Budget consultants fees for park redesign / redevelopment in the City’s Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP). 

 X   Capital Projects; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM TBD 

2. To ensure broad-based community support and participation, facilitate design 
workshops for the preparation of redevelopment plans and design development 
for park properties which remain underutilized. Work with a local consultant to 
prepare a community-based park improvement program, schedule, and budget. 

 X   Policies and Programs PARD; PD; PWD; CM N/A 

STRATEGY 2.1.11: Incorporate the following park-specific improvements into the City’s Capital Improvement Program. 

1. Central Park and Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center 
Planned: 
▪ Renovate Evelyn Kennedy Community Center and replace floors. 
▪ Renovate San Jacinto Pool. 
▪ Build new pool house at San Jacinto Pool. 
▪ Install new playground (2030). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $1,321,000 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 
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 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 2 | EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND FACILITIES 
STRATEGY 2.1.11: Incorporate the following park-specific improvements into the City’s Capital Improvement Program. 

2. Fairmont Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace field lights with LED lights. 
▪ Install outdoor fitness equipment. 
▪ Renovate community center. 
▪ Install new playground (2026). 
Additional: 
▪ Renovate concession stand. 
▪ Remove scoreboards. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $178,000 

3. Little Cedar Bayou Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace field lights with LED lights. 
▪ Install new playground (2033) 
Additional: 
▪ New wave pool house with secured restroom access. 
▪ Add parking spaces. 
▪ New park master plan design and implementation. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $1,495,100 

4. Northwest Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace field lights with LED lights. 
▪ Install new inclusive playground. 
Additional: 
▪ Replace chain link fence. 
▪ Make drainage improvements. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $102,800 

5. Pecan Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install safety nets. 
Additional: 
▪ New park master plan design and implementation. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $6,150,000 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 

SECTION 5 IMPLEMENTATION 5.13 

 

 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 2 | EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND FACILITIES 
STRATEGY 2.1.11: Incorporate the following park-specific improvements into the City’s Capital Improvement Program. 

6. Bay Oaks Park 
Planned: 
▪ Renovate gazebo. 
▪ Install new playground (2027). 
Additional: 
▪ Install lights at pavilion. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $71,000 

7. Creekmont Park 
Planned: 
▪ Resurface basketball court. 
▪ Remove and replace split rail wooden fence and replace with rod iron fence. 
▪ Install new playground (2027). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $185,900 

8. Fourteenth Street Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2021). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $55,000 

9. Glen Meadows Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace workout equipment. 
▪ Install new playground (2030). 
Additional: 
▪ Build a parking lot. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $161,700 

10. Dr. MLK, Jr. Park and Jennie Riley Recreation Center / Charles Walker Annex 
Planned: 
▪ Update and replace basketball pavilion. 
▪ Install new playground (2031). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $148,500 

11. Ohio Street Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2022). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $55,000 

12. Pfeiffer Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2024). 
Additional: 
▪ Remove and replace picnic shelters. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $75,000 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 
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 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 2 | EVENTS, PROGRAMS, AND FACILITIES 
STRATEGY 2.1.11: Incorporate the following park-specific improvements into the City’s Capital Improvement Program. 

13. Seabreeze Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace sink basins in restroom. 
▪ Install new playground (2027). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $60,000 

14 Spenwick Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2021). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $55,000 

15. Tom Brown Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new playground (2032). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $55,000 

16. Woodfalls Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install solar lights along trail. 
Additional: 
▪ Install outdoor fitness equipment. 
▪ Install new playground. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $123,200 

17. Pine Bluff Park 
Planned: 
▪ Replace picnic tables/benches. 
▪ Replace wood fencing. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $11,375 

18. Heritage Park 
Planned: 
▪ Repair foundation of the depot. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $20,350 

19. La Porte Recreation and Fitness Center and Norman L. Malone Senior Center 
Planned: 
▪ Install new roof. 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $230,000 

20. Lomax Arena and Park 
Planned: 
▪ Install new parking lot. 
▪ Install new playground (2032). 

X X   Capital Projects PARD $308,725 



 

GOAL 3 | ENVIRONMENT 
La Porte’s unique natural open spaces and important habitat areas, with threatened and endangered species of plants and wildlife, are preserved and protected. 

Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Action Type ame 
 

10+ 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 3.1 Protect and sustain valued nature areas, environmental features, and historic and cultural resources. 

STRATEGY 3.1.1: Work to preserve and enhance natural and cultural resources within La Porte’s City Limits. 

1. Continue to provide for preservation and conservation of open spaces, including 
wetlands, floodplains, streams and water bodies, woodlands, and natural areas; 
using conservation easements, transfer of development rights, and other legal 
mechanisms typically utilized for land conservation, including outright land 
acquisition of priority open space areas. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD; CM N/A 

2. Continue to consider energy efficiency and environmentally sustainable design 
(USGBC LEEDTM certification standards) when planning, developing, and 
purchasing park facilities, equipment and supplies. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD N/A 

3. Continue to spearhead, promote and participate in various recycling efforts and 
programs. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD; PD N/A 

4. Consider adopting conscientious land management practices like the use of 
natural composting, environmentally safe fertilizers and pesticides, and the use of 
“no-mow” zones around resource features. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 3.1.2: Actively promote eco-tourism and birdwatching in and around La Porte. 

1. Promote the Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail and the Clear Lake Loop, including 
UTC 080B: Little Cedar Bayou Nature Trail. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination 

PARD; LBCC; LPISD; 
SJC 

N/A 

2. Work with TPWD to erect additional Bird Trail Sign Markers in Little Cedar Bayou 
Park, along S. Broadway, and other principal corridors in and around La Porte. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination 

PARD; PWD N/A 

3. Work with La Porte ISD elementary and middle school biological science 
departments to construct and install bird and bat houses in La Porte’s parks and 
along its recreational trails. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination 

PARD; LPISD N/A 

 

1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. SECTION 5 IMPLEMENTATION 

 
5.15 

Initiation Time F  
(Years) 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 

 



1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 
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 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 3 | ENVIRONMENT 
STRATEGY 3.1.3: Continue to promote the conservation of the Monarch Butterfly and its habitat. 

1. Work with La Porte ISD elementary and middle school biological science 
departments to plant milkweed and other plant material which is part of a 
Monarch’s diet / habitat. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 

PARD; LPISD N/A 

  More Targeted Planning   

STRATEGY 3.1.4: Work with the La Porte ISD and Bay Area Heritage Society to   
formulate a new interpretive program for La Porte’s Heritage Park that is more closely 
aligned with school curricula. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards; 

PARD; HS N/A 

  Partnerships and 
Coordination 

  

OBJECTIVE 3.2 Provide more facilities to meet the passive, non-sport recreational needs of the community including development of unprogrammed natural areas, development of 
bay shore/creek areas for boating and fishing, and larger community parks. 

STRATEGY 3.2.1: Consider offering additional nature-based recreational programs for 
the enjoyment of La Porte residents. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 



 

GOAL 4 | TRAILS 
A network of pedestrian and bicycle ways for hiking, jogging, and cycling throughout the La Porte area, that includes an interconnected system of paths, trails, lanes, and routes that 
are multi-purpose, accessible, convenient, and connect to residential neighborhoods, parks, schools, workplaces, commercial areas, major open spaces, and other destinations. 

Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Action Type ame 
 

10+ 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

 
 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 4.1 Develop an interconnected, multi-use, active transportation network that provides access and connectivity to parks and recreational facilities throughout the 
community. 

STRATEGY 4.1.1: Continue to develop a City-wide multi-use trail system to provide bicycle and pedestrian connectivity throughout the community – particularly in locations that 
provide linkages between key destinations, such as neighborhoods, parks, and schools. 

1. Continue to utilize the  2002  (2008  Update)  Parks, Trails, and  Open  Space  Master 
Plan to evaluate potential sidewalk, off-street recreational trail, and on-street bike 
lane connections throughout the City. Update the Trails Master Plan as appropriate. 

X    Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD; STD N/A 

2. Utilize the 2002 (2008 Update) Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan to plan 
trailhead locations and furnishings, including wayfinding and interpretive signage; 
benches, bollards, waste receptacles; parks, and other amenities. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD; STD N/A 

3. Evaluate the use of different types of barriers to provide a structural separation 
between on-street bike lanes and traffic lanes. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD; STD N/A 

4. To increase the visual distinction between bike lanes and vehicular lanes, consider 
bike lane striping and painting options. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD; STD N/A 

STRATEGY 4.1.2: Evaluate the feasibility of developing a hike and bike trail along Big 
Island Slough. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PD; PWD; STD N/A 

STRATEGY 4.1.3: Provide amenities to the City’s trail system to increase safety, encourage multi-modal options, reduce the burden on parking areas, improve trail user’s health, and 
create a positive image of the trail and the City. 

1. Improve naming and wayfinding signage program for La Porte’s parks and trails. X    Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM; PWD; STD N/A 

2. Ensure there is adequate directional / wayfinding and regulatory signage within 
La Porte’s parks. 

X    Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; STD N/A 

3. Identify the principal thoroughfares that lead to each park and identify locations 
for directional signs at one-half mile intervals. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; STD N/A 

 
 
 
 

1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services.  
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 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 4 | TRAILS 
STRATEGY 4.1.4: Work to advance a culture of bicycle safety. 

1. Work with the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) to expand public access to, 
and understanding of, bicycle safety. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination 

PARD; STD N/A 

STRATEGY 4.1.5: Develop a “Blue Trails” concept plan and trail network that establishes Trinity Bay (La Porte coastline) as a key addition to the larger La Porte Trails Network and 
capitalizes on local resources as a means of tourism, education, research, and recreation. 

1. Identify, or provide criteria for identifying, critical areas of the Trinity Bay (such as 
navigational exclusion zones, hazards and unusual boating conditions, sensitive 
wildlife and ecosystems, sites with poor water quality, potential crime areas, 
etc.) that require giving users key information, restricting access, or taking other 
management actions. 

  X  Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM; PWD N/A 

2. Conduct site assessment and planning for trailheads (put-in/take-out) by 
identifying issues related to embankment stabilization and access requirements, 
boater and navigational safety/security, operations and maintenance, and 
education and interpretive needs. 

  X  Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD; CM N/A 

3. Develop a set of trailhead development and management strategies that can 
be implemented to address issues related to access needs, wildlife/ ecosystem 
concerns, boater and navigational safety and security, management needs 
and available resources, along with educational and interpretive needs and 
opportunities. 

  X  Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; PWD; CM N/A 

4. Promote a water trail ethic that teaches and promotes safe, low-impact boating 
practices and encourages users to protect the bayou’s unique ecological resources 
and as a recreational trail water amenity. 

  X  Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

5. Enforce and teach personal boating safety, and navigational safety, and national 
security through a water trail education program, active coordination among 
recreational groups, other environmental agencies, regulatory agencies, and 
appropriate launch facility design and site management. 

  X  Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 



 

ame 
 

10+ 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

 
 
 
 

OBJECTIVE 5.1 Plan for a high-quality, well-maintained parks system which meets the needs of its users. 

STRATEGY 5.1.1: Form a Parks and Recreation Board to advise the City of La Porte on recreation and parks matters. 

1. Talk informally with your elected officials about recreation and parks boards, 
explain what they are and what work they can do, and ask for their suggestions on 
how you can promote the idea of establishing a board. 

 X   Partnerships and 
Coordination 

CC; CM; PARD N/A 

2. Draft an ordinance, to be adopted by City Council, which spells out the board’s 
title, number of members, powers, duties, responsibilities and organizational 
structure. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Regulations and 
Standards; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination 

CC; CM; PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 5.1.2: Develop a Park Standards Manual. 

1. Based on the Park Standards Manual, implement a Work Order Management 
System. A work order system should be used to track life cycle maintenance 
requirements that are tied to weekly and monthly work orders. This will help 
the Parks and Recreation Department’s staff to stay ahead of preventative 
maintenance and reduce breakage of park facilities and equipment. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD; CM N/A 

2. Create work plans based on maintenance standards. Maintenance standards 
should be based on a series and tasks which follow NRPA best practices, and the 
frequencies with which La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Department staff carry- 
out those tasks. The Department can customize the standards based on the park 
and recreation values of La Porte’s residents and then adopt the maintenance 
standards and ensure they are implemented based on a predetermined 
maintenance schedule. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD; CM N/A 

STRATEGY 5.1.3: Develop a park asset replacement schedule. 

1. Based on past experience, develop a realistic lifespan for all physical assets, to 
begin at the time of installation. 

 X   Policies and Programs PARD N/A 

2. Calculate the estimated annual depreciated value of all assets, and incorporate 
into a budgetary line item within the Parks and Recreation Department’s annual 
budget. 

 X   Policies and Programs PARD N/A 

 
 
 

1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. SECTION 5 IMPLEMENTATION 
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GOAL 5 | OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
Fiscally sustainable and resilient operation and maintenance of La Porte’s park, recreation facilities, trails, and open space resources. 

Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Action Type Initiation Time Fr 
(Years) 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 
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 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 5 | OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
STRATEGY 5.1.3: Develop a park asset replacement schedule. 

3. Develop an asset replacement schedule for all facilities and equipment within La 
Porte’s parks. 

 X   Policies and Programs PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 5.1.4: Conduct a park conditions assessment of La Porte’s existing parks, 
facilities, and recreational trails. 

 X   More Targeted Planning PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 5.1.5: Develop a maintenance manual for all parks and open space areas 
administered and maintained by the Parks Department. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 5.1.6: Continue to expand La Porte’s urban forest canopy through planting additional trees in the City’s parks. 

1. Develop a spreadsheet of planting projects for third-party benefactors interested 
in enhancing La Porte’s system of parks. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
Partnerships and 
Programs 

PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 5.1.7: Evaluate the prospect of increasing recreational center membership fees. 

1. Consider altering the Recreation and Fitness Center membership fee structure 
to allow for increased revenue generation while still providing a cost-effective 
recreation options for users. 

 X   Capital Projects; 
Partnerships and 
Programs 

PARD N/A 

OBJECTIVE 5.2 Position La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Department to achieve excellence. 

STRATEGY 5.2.1: Ensure the success of La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Department through the continued development of its staff. 

1. Encourage employees’ membership and active participation in professional or 
trade organizations. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

2. Conduct annual mission and goal development sessions with Parks Department 
staff. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

3. Incorporate departmental goals into employee’s annual appraisals. X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

4. Continue to support staff to obtain professional certifications such as Certified 
Park and Recreation Professional (CPRP), Certified Playground Safety Inspector 
(CPSI) program, and others. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

5. Reallocate Special Services (for seniors and people with disabilities) to be under 
the authorities of the PARD Recreation Superintendent. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

CM; PARD N/A 

1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 



 

 Initiation Time Frame 
(Years) 

Action Type Implementation 
Partners and Action 
Leaders2 

Estimated Order of 
Magnitude Cost3 

‘O’1 1-3 3-10 10+ 

GOAL 5 | OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 
STRATEGY 5.2.2: Consider additional recruitment / retention incentives for Parks Department maintenance staff. 

1. Work with City of La Porte’s Human Resources Department to consider elevating 
staff compensation levels and other potential incentives, such as signing bonuses, 
to attract and retain potential candidates. 

 X   Policies and Programs PARD N/A 

2. Provide clear pathways for advancement within the Parks Department. X    Policies and Programs PARD N/A 

STRATEGY 5.2.3: Maintain strong internal communications with other municipal departments, and appointed and elected officials. 

1. Submit quarterly briefings and annual progress reports to the City Council 
to inform them of the implementation status of Master Plan strategies and 
recommendations. 

 X   Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM; CC N/A 

2. Assess and internally update this master plan on an annual basis to determine 
revised areas of need based on recent developments, and modify the capital 
improvement plan according to changing circumstances and priorities. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD N/A 

OBJECTIVE 5.3 Continue to pursue sustained revenue streams to fund enhanced programming, operations and maintenance of La Porte’s parks and recreation facilities. 

STRATEGY 5.3.1: Exercise fiscal responsibility and prudence in all financial and business transactions with respect to parkland acquisition, development, 
operations, and maintenance. 

1. Actively pursue grant funding through the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD). 

X    Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM N/A 

2. Continue to apply for funding from private foundations or other granting entities. X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM N/A 

3. Utilize the comprehensive listing of potential funding sources provided in 
Appendix D, Funding for Implementation, to identify and leverage additional 
funding for local projects. Consider contracting with or hiring an experienced 
grant writer to regularly pursue federal, state and foundation grants to subsidize 
local funding. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
Partnerships and 
Coordination; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM N/A 

STRATEGY 5.3.2: Continue to pursue program funding through the City’s Hotel and 
Occupancy Tax (HOT) revenues. 

X    Policies and Programs; 
More Targeted Planning 

PARD; CM N/A 

 
 
 

1 ‘O’ = Ongoing 
2 See Table 5.1, Implementation Partners and “Action Leaders” on page 5.5 for list and descriptions of Implementation Partners and Action Leaders. 
3 Estimated Order of Magnitude Costs include Professional Services. 
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The following is a summary of public engagement activities through the 
course of developing the City of La Porte’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan: 

— July 11, 2019: Parks and Rec Staff Stakeholder Meeting 
— July 11, 2019: Recreation and Fitness Center and Senior Center 

Stakeholder Meeting 
— July 11, 2019: General Programs Stakeholder Meeting 
— July 11, 2019: Master Plan Advisory Group Meeting #1 
— July 11, 2019: Outdoor Recreation Stakeholder Meeting 
— July 11, 2019: Atheltics Stakeholder Meeting 
— August 15, 2019: Master Plan Advisory Group Meeting #2 
— August 22, 2019: Master Plan Advisory Group Meeting #3 
— October 29, 2019: Master Plan Advisory Group Meeting #4 
— November 19, 2019: Master Plan Advisory Group Meeting #5 
— January 22, 2020: Master Plan Advisory Group Meeting #6 
— February 12, 2020: Master Plan Advisory Group Meeting #7 
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Getting to know you: Do you live in the City of La Porte? 
Answer Choices Responses 

Yes, I am a full-time resident. 
Yes, I am a seasonal resident. 
No, I am not a resident. 
I am a property owner but do not reside here. 

96.17% 201 
0.48% 1 
3.35% 7 
0.00% 0 

Answered 209 
Skipped 1 

 

Getting to know you: Do you live in the 
City of La Porte? 

120.00% 
 
100.00% 
 

80.00% 
 

60.00% 
 

40.00% Responses 

20.00% 
 

0.00% 
Yes, I am a full- Yes, I am a No, I am not a I am a property 
time resident.   seasonal resident. resident. owner but do not 

reside here. 
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Getting to know you: What is your approximate age? 

 
Answered 210 
Skipped 0 

 

Getting to know you: What is your 
approximate age? 

45.00% 

40.00% 

35.00% 

30.00% 

25.00% 

20.00% Responses 

15.00% 

10.00% 

5.00% 

0.00% 
19 yrs and under 20-34 yrs 35-54 yrs 55 yrs and older 

Answer Choices 
19 yrs and under 
20-34 yrs 
35-54 yrs 
55 yrs and older 

Responses 
1.90% 

20.00% 
37.14% 
40.95% 

4 
42 
78 
86 
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Getting to know you: How many people live in your household? 

 
Answered 209 
Skipped 1 

 

Getting to know you: How many people 
live in your household? 

35.00% 
 
30.00% 
 
25.00% 
 
20.00% 
 
15.00% Responses 

10.00% 
 

5.00% 
 

0.00% 
1 person 2 people 3 people 4 people 5 people 6 or more 

people 

Answer Choices 
1 person 
2 people 
3 people 
4 people 
5 people 
6 or more people 

Responses 
9.57% 

30.14% 
17.22% 
24.40% 
12.92% 
5.74% 

20 
63 
36 
51 
27 
12 
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Getting to know you: Do you have any children under the age of 19 living in your home? Check all that apply (note: 
leave blank if you do not live in the City of La Porte). 

 
Answered 207 
Skipped 3 

 

Getting to know you: Do you have any 
children under the age of 19 living in your 
home? Check all that apply (note: leave 
blank if you do not live in the City of La 

Porte). 
50.00% 

40.00% 

30.00% 

20.00% Responses 
10.00% 

0.00% 
No children 5 yrs and 

under 
5-9 yrs 10-14 yrs 15-19 yrs 

Answer Choices 
No children 
5 yrs and under 
5-9 yrs 
10-14 yrs 
15-19 yrs 

Responses 
45.89% 
23.67% 
18.84% 
24.64% 
18.36% 

95 
49 
39 
51 
38 
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1. Within the past 12 months, how often have you visited La Porte parks and/or recreation facilities? 

 
Answered 210 
Skipped 0 

 

1. Within the past 12 months, how often 
have you visited La Porte parks and/or 

recreation facilities? 
80.00% 

70.00% 

60.00% 

50.00% 

40.00% 

30.00% 

20.00% 

10.00% 

0.00% 

Responses 

Once or twice 3 - 6 times More than 6 times Haven't visited in 
the past year 

Answer Choices 
Once or twice 
3 - 6 times 
More than 6 times 
Haven't visited in the past year 

Responses 
9.05% 19 

12.38% 26 
74.29% 156 
4.29% 9 
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2. Within the past 12 months, how often have you used La Porte non-motorized trails? 

 
Answered 208 
Skipped 2 

 

2. Within the past 12 months, how often 
have you used La Porte non-motorized 

trails? 
35.00% 

30.00% 

25.00% 

20.00% 

15.00% Responses 

10.00% 

5.00% 

0.00% 
Once or twice 3 - 6 times More than 6 times Haven't visited in 

the past year 

Answer Choices 
Once or twice 
3 - 6 times 
More than 6 times 
Haven't visited in the past year 

Responses 
20.19% 
14.90% 
33.17% 
31.73% 

42 
31 
69 
66 
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0 
 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
 
 
 
 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 

Tags 

 
 

3. What is your favorite La Porte Park(s)? 
Answered 200 
Skipped 10 

 
 
 

Sep 01 2019 
 

Aug 24 2019 
Aug 23 2019 
Aug 23 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 

 
 
 
 

Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
 
 

Little Cedar Bayou, the duck pond off of Driftwood, Sylvan Beach Park, and the one close to Morgan's Point 
past the senior living facility 
Little Cedar Bayou 
Fairmont Park West on Rustic Gate 
Sylvan beach park 
Creekmont 
Little cedar Bayou 
Little Cedar Bayou Park 
sylvan beach 
Northwest park 
MLKo 
Baseball park on Canada street if that counts 
The ball park between Fairmont Park West and Central 
Is In P St I always take my KIds to play ball ⚽ the only thing i do not like about this park is that the goal nets 
are use only for kids that play On the soccer game not for kids that go by and what to play they are always 
lock why can you guys change this some kids do not have the money to pay for a practice Game please 
remember that not all kids have parents who can support them o 
We want the goal nets to be unlocked 
Little cedar bayou 
Dog park 
Fairmont Park East trails at Driftwood 
Sea breeze 
Don’t have one 
Sylvan Beach 
All 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

1 
 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

RespondentsResponse Date Responses 
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0 
0 
0 
 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 

0
7 
0
4 
0
8 
1
0 
0
9 
0
8 
1
1 
0
9 
0
6 
0
 

 

 

 
 
 

Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Jul 19 2019 
Jul 19 2019 
Jul 19 2019 
Jul 18 2019 
Jul 18 2019 
Jul 18 2019 
Jul 17 2019 
Jul 16 2019 
Jul 16 2019 
Jul 14 2019 
Jul 14 2019 
Jul 14 2019 
Jul 13 2019 
Jul 12 2019 
Jul 12 2019 
Jul 12 2019 
Jul 12 2019 
Jul 12 2019 

 
Sylvan Beach 
Pecan park 
Brookglen because of the splash pad, Glen Meadows since it’s in our neighborhood and has a walking/jogging 
trail 
Cedar Bayou 
Little cedar bayou park! Love the trails behind the wave pool. Sea breeze park, 
Little Cedar Bayou 
Park where wave pool is 
Glenmeadows, sylvan beach, p street pool 
Little Cedar Bayou and the real little one off Broadway with the bird blinds. 
All of them 
Pecan 
Splash pad and covered playgrounds 
Little cedar bayou 
? 
Sea Breeze 
Northwest Park & Sylvan Beach 
The one on P street 
Silvan Beach 
Farrington 
Northwest park 
Wave pool area 
Wave Pool Park 
I dont know names, but the park where the wave pool and dog park are. 
Northwest Park 
Our neighborhood park in Creekmont because it is close. 
Seabreeze 
Seabreeze 
Glenmeadows 
Don't have one 
Fairmont 
Little cedar bayou park 

21 
22 
23 

 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
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0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
 
0 

0
4 
0
4 
0
4 
0
 

 

 

 
 

Jul 12 2019 little cedar bayou park 
Jul 12 2019 Seabreeze 
Jul 12 2019 Sea Breeze 
Jul 12 2019 Pecan Park 
Jul 12 2019 Little Cedar Bayou Park 
Jul 12 2019 Fairmont Park 
Jun 12 2019 Creekmount, because its in my backyard 
Jun 01 2019 Wave pool 
May 30 2019   Don’t have one 
May 30 2019   Don’t have one 
May 27 2019 Wave Pool 
May 23 2019 Have not visited any parks. 
May 23 2019 Heritage Park 
May 22 2019 Sea breeze, Northwest, Pecan (Canada), La Porte Rodeo Arena, and Fairmont 
May 22 2019 The dog park 
May 21 2019 Sylvan Beach Park and playground 
May 21 2019 Brooklyn splash pad 
May 21 2019 Sylvan Beach 
May 21 2019 Sea breeze 
May 21 2019 Fairmont 
May 21 2019 Fairmont Park. Little Cedar Bayou. 
May 21 2019 The pools 
May 21 2019 Sylvan beach park 
May 21 2019 Glen Meadows 
May 21 2019 My two most favorite parks are Sylvan Beach Park and Seabreeze Park. 
May 21 2019 MLK Park on the North side 
May 21 2019 Sylvan beach park 
May 21 2019 Sylvan for boat ramp Lorax park for pool 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

Cedar Bayou... Nature Trail on both sides of S. Broadway, then I LOVE the little pocket park - Pine Bluff... too 
Creekmont because it is behind my house 

 
May 21 2019 Sylvan Beach Park 

52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 

 
82 
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0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
 
 
0 
0 

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

 
 
 

83 May 21 2019 Bike trail all around town 
84 May 21 2019 Rec Center 
85 May 21 2019 Central Park□Sylvan Beach 
86 May 21 2019 Wave pool 
87 May 19 2019 Little Cedar Bayou Wave pool□ 
88 May 17 2019 Bay Forest 
89 May 14 2019 Creekmont park 
90 May 10 2019 Boat ramp 
91 May 09 2019 don't really have 1...it depends on the crowd and what is available at each park 
92 May 06 2019 Seabreeze 
93 May 04 2019 Seabreeze 
94 May 04 2019 Pfeiffer park 
95 May 04 2019 Fairmont West 
96 May 03 2019 Fairmont Park west area by old baseball fields 
97 May 03 2019 Sylvan Beach 
98 May 02 2019 Dog Park. I do not know the names of parks and their associated locations. 
99 May 02 2019 Fairmont Park West Pool & Park 

100 May 01 2019 Glen Meadow Park and Creekmont Park 
101 May 01 2019 Sea Breeze 
102 May 01 2019 fairmont park 
103 May 01 2019 Sea Breeze 
104 May 01 2019 Fairmont Park West and Fairmont Park Central, the soccer fields on Ave P, and the softball complex off 

Canada. The wave pool south of Fairmont and inside 146 was important when my daughter was younger. I 
loved Sylvan beach over the years. 

105 May 01 2019 Brookglen Fairmont Park West, Cedar bayou dog park 
106 May 01 2019 None in particular 
107 Apr 30 2019 Little Cedar Bayou 
108 Apr 30 2019 Fairmont Central Location 
109 Apr 30 2019 glen meadows 
110 Apr 29 2019 Fairmont Park 
111 Apr 29 2019 Seabeeeze Park 
112 Apr 29 2019 Fairmont□Park central 
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0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
 
 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 

 
 
 

113 Apr 29 2019 Seabreeze 
114 Apr 28 2019 seabreeze 
115 Apr 28 2019 golf course 
116 Apr 27 2019 Private Pocket Park near Sylvan Beach 
117 Apr 27 2019 Seabreeze Park, 
118 Apr 27 2019 I don't know that I have a favorite park 
119 Apr 27 2019 the park off of Farrington in Fairmont Park. I like the new pavilion and basketball court. I like all the sidewalks, 

big trees, baseball diamonds. 
120 Apr 27 2019 Creekmont park 
121 Apr 26 2019 Sylvan 
122 Apr 26 2019 Cedar Bayou 
123 Apr 26 2019 Sylvan beach 
124 Apr 26 2019 Sylvan Beach 
125 Apr 26 2019 Sea breeze Park 
126 Apr 25 2019 Sylvan Beach 
127 Apr 25 2019 Glen meadows 
128 Apr 25 2019 Don't have a favorite 
129 Apr 25 2019 Farrington since its close to the house 
130 Apr 25 2019 Dog park 
131 Apr 25 2019 Five points 
132 Apr 25 2019 Sea breeze and Wave Pool Park 
133 Apr 25 2019 Well, Sylvan Beach is a county beach, but it's the one we go to the most. Fairmont Park East is my 

neighborhood, but I believe it is managed by the home owner's association. We go to Fairmont Central splash 
pad outside of those 2 parks. 

134 Apr 25 2019 Little Cedar Bayou 
135 Apr 25 2019 Sylvan Beach 
136 Apr 25 2019 Little Cedar Bayou and Fairmont 
137 Apr 25 2019 Little Cedar Bayou Park 
138 Apr 25 2019 Little Cedar Bayou 
139 Apr 25 2019 Dog Park at Cedar Bayou Park, Cedar Bayou Park and Trails, the Recreation & Fitness Center, Seabreeze 

Park, Five Points, Pfeiffer Park 
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140 Apr 24 2019 Wave pool park. 
141 Apr 24 2019 Seabreeze 
142 Apr 24 2019 Glen Meadows park 
143 Apr 24 2019 pecan park 
144 Apr 24 2019 Little Cedar Bayou 
145 Apr 24 2019 Fairmont Park 
146 Apr 24 2019 pecan 
147 Apr 24 2019 Seabreeze Park, Tom Brown Park, Little Cedar Bayou Park 
148 Apr 24 2019 Brookglen splash pad (it’s in our neighborhood) 
149 Apr 24 2019 Fairmont Park West 
150 Apr 23 2019 Tom Brown Park 
151 Apr 23 2019 Hillridge 
152 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze Park 
153 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan Beach park & Wave pool park 
154 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan Beach and Little Cedar Bayou 
155 Apr 23 2019 Girls softball fields / Little Cedar Bayou Park 
156 Apr 23 2019 Fairmont Park West Pool and Playground 
157 Apr 23 2019 Glen meadows 
158 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan 
159 Apr 23 2019 Northwest 
160 Apr 23 2019 Dog park. We go every weekend morning when it’s dry and most evenings after work. 
161 Apr 23 2019 The one with the wave pool, trails and dog park (not sure of the name) and Glen Meadows Park. 
162 Apr 23 2019 N/A 
163 Apr 23 2019 Pine Bluff 
164 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze 
165 Apr 23 2019 hike and bike trails 
166 Apr 23 2019 Glenmeadows 
167 Apr 23 2019 LCB Park & Trail □Seabreeze 
168 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze park 
169 Apr 23 2019 woodfalls and seabreeze 
170 Apr 23 2019 The one with the baseball fields on it. Is it Pecan Park. I can't remember the name. 
171 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan Beach Park□L□ittle Cedar Park□S□eabreeze Park 
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172 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan Beach 
173 Apr 23 2019 My personal fave is Little Cedar Bayou - however, I just wrote a feature for All Around La Porte on our Parks 

that will come out in the May issue. ... I visited more than 10 parks over the last two days. Seabreeze is the 
most beautiful. 

174 Apr 23 2019 neighborhood parks 
175 Apr 23 2019 Fairmont (walking distance from home) & SeaBreeze 
176 Apr 23 2019 Little cedar bayou 
177 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze 
178 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan beach, wave pool park 
179 Apr 23 2019 Pecan Park 
180 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan beach 
181 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan Beach, Seabreeze, Little Cedar Bayou, Creekmont 
182 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze Park & Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Splash Park 
183 Apr 23 2019 little cedar bayou, sylvan beach, fairmont park splash pad 
184 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze 
185 Apr 23 2019 Sea Breeze Park, wave pool trail 
186 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan and seabreeze 
187 Apr 23 2019 Little cedar bayou 
188 Apr 23 2019 Pecan Park 
189 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan, Little Cedar Bayou, 5 points, Seabreeze 
190 Apr 23 2019 Park on Hillridge 
191 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan Beach 
192 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze, Sylvan and Glen Meadows. 
193 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan beach, Fairmont park east, brook glen 
194 Apr 23 2019 Not applicable 
195 Apr 23 2019 Fairmont Park (with the splash pad) 
196 Apr 23 2019 Cedar bayou 
197 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan Beach, Seabreeze, Brookglen, Wave Pool and Five Points of course. 
198 Apr 23 2019 Sylvan beach□Seabreeze □ 
199 Apr 23 2019 Seabreeze□MLK□S□ylvan Beach 
200 Apr 23 2019 Farrington, Sylvan beach park and Pecan park 
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4. What do you not like about your favorite park or what would you change about your favorite park? 
Answered 190 
Skipped 20 

Sep 01 2019 More covered areas over the playground equipment. It would be great if a playground was added in the middle 
of the trail where the duck pond off Driftwood is. 

Aug 24 2019 No faults 
Aug 23 2019 It is currently closed by the city and our HOA is having to fight to save it 
Aug 23 2019 I don’t like how people leave their trash all over the place there. 
Aug 22 2019 N/A 
Aug 22 2019 Turn on the lights on the soccer fields 
Aug 22 2019 Add a ‘Lazy River’ and some ‘Water Slides’ next to the ‘Wave Pool’, to have a Small Water Park! 
Aug 22 2019 don't go 
Aug 21 2019 More stuff for small children 
Aug 21 2019 No parking if an event is going on at Jennie Riley in which events are every weekend there. 
Aug 21 2019 I don’t like how they set the parking up! Now the kids have to run through the cars. Should have designed it 

like the old baseball field and had parking on the outside!! 
Aug 21 2019 I would like to see more places for families to be able to gather - covered tables and BBQ pits. 
Aug 21 2019 The goal nets for our kids that they want to play and they are not able to play because they are always lock 

please change this some time there is a group of kids traying to play and have fun but they are not able 
because the goal nets are locked 

Aug 21 2019 Upkeep 
Aug 21 2019 Got to have restrooms open every day 
Aug 21 2019 Better upkeep 
Aug 21 2019 Nobody patrols it...lots of broken alcohol bottles from kids and people SLEEPing at the picnic tables when I try 

to walk my dog in mornings 
Aug 20 2019 We need more nature trails, bike trails, a community workout park with a large pavilion 
Aug 20 2019 not sure 

14 
15 
16 
17 
 
18 
19 

12 
13 
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10 
11 

Tags RespondentsResponse Date Responses 
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Aug 20 2019 
 
 

Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
 

Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
Aug 20 2019 

 
 

Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
 
 

Aug 20 2019 
Jul 19 2019 
Jul 19 2019 

 
 

Jul 19 2019 
Jul 18 2019 
Jul 18 2019 
Jul 18 2019 

 
Little Cedar Bayou Park...my granddaughter plays ball there..we are at fields at least 3 times a 
week...everything is maintained except for girls softball fields..the bathrooms are airy and full of bugs ..the 
grass is high..would like ro see them taken care of like boys baseball fields...also lots of ant mounds 
Over crowded. 
Glen Meadows could use an update in swings, grills, adding a splash pad and volleyball area would make it 
complete, along with bag stations for picking up after your pets. There is always a mess on actual trail and 
edges of trail. Better lighting would be a plus. 
More walking trails 
Have bigger shaded areas over the kids play areas and over the seating! It gets SO hot they can’t play on the 
new equipment. Also more splash pads would be good. 
Make the softball fields closer to each other and more bathroom facilities 
More walking trails 
More shade/coverings, pools to stay open longer than the 1st weekend of August. At least the weekends 
besides the wave pool. 
For Little Cedar Bayou I don't like that there are no picnic tables to sit at in the dog park. Maybe add some type 
of obstacle for dogs to utilize like even just a tunnel. And in the real small park it could use a little more built 
walkways leading down to the water. When it rains getting down is pretty slick. 
I dont like people ignoring the no smoking signs. 
More splash pads around the city and playgrounds that are not covered since it gets very hot and the slides 
hurt when going down. The park on Spencer Landing Ln is in need of a huge remodel. There is wire from 
where the old light fixtures where there to light up the walking path. It’s a safety hazard even when walking 
because the path is so overgrown you can’t even know where you are going. 
Litter. I would love a community food garden in la porte. 
? 
Multiple covered (for two or three people) wooden swings. The Precinct we lived in for years before moving to 
LaPorte had these type of swings in all their public parks. Crushed granite walking paths. The sound when you 
walk was inviting. We miss both of these items. 
Lights need to be on in the evenings 
Wish they had more seating and covered areas. 
Add a water feature for kids. 
Love the upgrades; no dislikes thus far 
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Jul 17 2019 Need better lighting for the soccer fields and better field upkeep 
Jul 16 2019 Add additional seating shade areas or picnic areas 
Jul 16 2019 I used to go to Sylvan Beach Park, but it became too tightly regulated, and crowded. At this time, there is 

nothing I don't like about the Wave Pool Park. 
Jul 14 2019 Nothing 
Jul 14 2019 The grass mowed more often. It does get knee high. There are a lot of ant beds out there too. 
Jul 14 2019 Upgrade the playground, maintenance, and some sort of splash pad or water feature 
Jul 13 2019 Add more benches 
Jul 12 2019 Recently more playground equipment was installed. 
Jul 12 2019 not enough cover 
Jul 12 2019 Don't have one 
Jul 12 2019 Nothing. It's good. 
Jul 12 2019 I would like to have a disc golf course 
Jul 12 2019 my favorite would be pecan park if a little more emphasis was put on non-baseball facilities and less emphasis 

on bringing in out of towners and catering to the tax payers of la porte 
Jul 12 2019 Don’t like the smoking□D□o like the pier, walking area, playground 
Jul 12 2019 Wish there was more shore line to walk. 
Jul 12 2019 Restrooms during tournaments 
Jul 12 2019 Better trail maintenance on the lower end ( east side of Broadway). The trail is nearly impassable at some 

points. 
Jul 12 2019 Add covers over tables 
Jun 12 2019 not enough room for disc golf 
Jun 01 2019 Crowded 
May 30 2019   Don’t know 
May 30 2019   Don’t know 
May 27 2019 It's good--nothing I would change 
May 23 2019 I don't like parks that are open all night like the one in Fairmont West by the pool. Just a hang out for people 

up to no good. 
May 23 2019 Wish more people knew about it.□ 
May 22 2019 Northwest~the trail is not accessible after rain as there are too many low spots covered by mud. Needs more 

gravel and a link to the bike trail. 
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May 22 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

 
May 21 2019 

 
May 21 2019 

 
 

May 21 2019 
 

May 21 2019 
 

May 21 2019 

 
I would like more comfortable, shaded seating 
N/a 
The park is not that nice and the restrooms need to be updated! The splash pad is probably the best one in the 
area so should the rest 
I think the city has done a really nice job updating Sylvan Beach. :) 
When it is rented out to loud parties 
It has been upgraded and is very family friendly. Having trouble with kids being unruly but that's parents 
problems . 
Shade over the play areas is always an issue in the summer for most of the La Porte Parks. Howevert some of 
the new ones do have a canopy which we are thankful! 
The wave pool building/ guard shack needs to be redone. The fairmont pool needs to be pressure washed. 
The San Jac pool needs an update. And the northwest pool is hopefully better after the remodel 
There are a lot of low spots in the grassy areas. When it rains, some of the picnic tables are difficult, if not 
impossible to access because it becomes a mud pit around the tables. 
The track needs work. Some parts have long lasting puddles and mud. This is mainly on the Ridgecrest 
portion of the track 
I'm very saddened that the Sylvan Beach Park has been compromised by ITC fires and the barge wreck but 
my biggest concern is their is not enough adults (Life Guards) watching the children and elderly. We need a 
little more safety at this particular Park the most. Also I feel like we should bring in more sand to the beach 
areas there's been a lot of erosion this past two years especially with all the flooding and High Tides. 

 
May 21 2019 

 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

I honestly wouldn't change anything. The equipment is bright and colorful, location is perfect, great parking, 
next to a splash pad!! 
Maybe have security around the parks 
It would be nicer if the prints where floated like used to be at low tide it is a huge jump down to boats 
Take the fence that hides the wave pool from sight down... Love watching the kids and people swimming when 
I walk there. 
Love to see some disc golf baskets. Maybe 3 for practice. 
More covered picnic tables. 
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May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 19 2019 
May 17 2019 
May 14 2019 

 
 

May 10 2019 
May 09 2019 

 
May 04 2019 
May 04 2019 
May 04 2019 
May 03 2019 
May 03 2019 
May 02 2019 
May 02 2019 
May 01 2019 

 
May 01 2019 
May 01 2019 
May 01 2019 
May 01 2019 

 
May 01 2019 
May 01 2019 
Apr 30 2019 

 
parts of it are always under water, repair/elevate the parts that always have water. 
The hike/bike "trails" are frequented by golf carts that create a hazard to people walking and, especially, 
cycling. 
Adding benches/nets at the roller rink would be nice 
Affordable and fun 
Accessibility 
Personnel 
We would love for it to better maintained. We are always put there picking up trash. Yes, I understand that 
people should clean up after themselves, but, as a city park, it should be maintained by the city. Also, maybe 
mow it down so more kids can play baseball 
It should have more gazebos and benches 
I do wish there was more equipment for the kiddos to play on and if there were areas that are covered that 
adults could work out on that would be wonderful so the kids can play while the parents work out 
Add adaptive play space for special needs kids 
It needs a splash pad 
pool not open 
Need more tables, play sets and inclosed dog park 
Very dirty on the weekends 
Wish it was a little closer to my home. 
The City needs to take control and bring this pool and park back to 1st class standards. 
Love the shade structures. Track needs attention. I would like to see volleyball courts and splash pads in 
neighborhood parks 
location. I would prefer to say my favorite park is in my neighborhood□ 
would not change anything 
I would like to see more pools 
Fairmont Park West is a good example of a general use park. sylvan beach is as well. We also need more 
parks dedicated to specific activities such as soccer. 
Fairmont Park West does not have much play equipment as it is too small 
N/A 
Like it all - would not change it! 
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105 Apr 30 2019 The lack of parking when there are several games at one time. Find a way to make more parking slots 
available. 

106 Apr 30 2019 needs a restroom 
107 Apr 29 2019 Bleachers at basketball court look trashy and rundown baseball field fencing with concession stand attract 

vandals. 
108 Apr 29 2019 Woody the Wonder Dog love all the parks and visit every day. 
109 Apr 29 2019 Old unused dugouts/ scoreboards/ concession stand needs to come down. 
110 Apr 29 2019 Nothing 
111 Apr 28 2019 nothing 
112 Apr 28 2019 nothing 
113 Apr 27 2019 I like it is for LaPorte residents only 
114 Apr 27 2019 I like that the park got an upgrade. But there is half the play equipment there now then there was it seems. 

The park right behind my house on Lobbit got a great facelift with more equipment. 
115 Apr 27 2019 We need more shade trees throughout the city park system especially due to our close proximity to so many 

chemical plants 
116 Apr 27 2019 Maybe more covered picnic tables 
117 Apr 26 2019 Nothing 
118 Apr 26 2019 Mosquitos 
119 Apr 26 2019 It would be nice if the restrooms were cleaner 
120 Apr 26 2019 It’s not very bicycle friendly. 
121 Apr 26 2019 Equipment is old 
122 Apr 25 2019 Price is high for entering the fishing pier for people who do not fish but want to go out for view or photographs. 

Perhaps adding a pier for birdwatchers. 
123 Apr 25 2019 When baseball/softball practice teams park on both sides of road making it difficult for vehicles to navigate □ 

Track needs to be replaced in spots. Very muddy after a rain on the side behind Ridgecrest homes 
 

124 
 
Apr 25 2019 

 
Na 

125 Apr 25 2019 All the teens that are up to no good there. I feel there could be more police presence. As drugs use to be bad 
there. 

126 Apr 25 2019 Maintenance below par 
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127 Apr 25 2019 Nothing 
128 Apr 25 2019 We play softball and our kids love the Wavepool Park, any shade around it would be super! 
129 Apr 25 2019 I wish that all our parks had more variety for all ages. My little one can't do what my big ones can. Also, I wish 

there were more shaded play areas for our Texas heat. 
130 Apr 25 2019 Dog parks are not maintained. Do not feel they are safe or my dogs 
131 Apr 25 2019 More Tables with canopies. Another splash pad 
132 Apr 25 2019 Golf Cart Access from Spencer to Little Cedar Bayou & beyond 
133 Apr 25 2019 Nothing 
134 Apr 25 2019 More mosquito spray 
135 Apr 25 2019 Cedar Bayou Dog Park requires better drainage. Dirt should be put in center at a higher elevation to allow 

water runoff. This is a nasty park when it rains. Most parks utilize mulch around playground equipment which is 
a great source of avian lice and mites. There should be a better alternative or treatment for the mulch. 

 
136 

 
Apr 24 2019 

 
Would really love to have shaded tables like the ones they have at sea breeze park. 

137 Apr 24 2019 Not a lot of open space 
138 Apr 24 2019 Build a restroom 
139 Apr 24 2019 the space and area for picnics 
140 Apr 24 2019 the sidewalk is to close to the street, especially when walking with small children. 
141 Apr 24 2019 It would be nice to have a kayak launch at Seabreeze Park. 
142 Apr 24 2019 It’s not very pretty 
143 Apr 24 2019 I’d like it to reopen 
144 Apr 23 2019 Lighting 
145 Apr 23 2019 The pool is very plain. No slide or diving board. 
146 Apr 23 2019 Needs a play area for kids 
147 Apr 23 2019 Need more trails. Connect 14th Street Park to the rest of the trails/sidewalks. 
148 Apr 23 2019 Mosquitos will carry you away! 
149 Apr 23 2019 The city currently has it closed down. I'd love for a lease agreement to be made between the city and the HOA 

so that repairs can be made and my 11 year old daughter and our family can enjoy it again. 
150 Apr 23 2019 More gravel on the track 
151 Apr 23 2019 Non residents taking over on weekends and holidays. Leaving it trashed 
152 Apr 23 2019 Needs toilet facilities for other than the pool area. 
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153 Apr 23 2019 The restroom is so far away from the dog park and the wave pool staff won’t let you come in to briefly use 
there’s. Even when I was 7 months pregnant. I had no intentions of swimming I just needed to pee and 
couldn’t make it waddling all the way across the softball fields. 

154 Apr 23 2019 N/A 
155 Apr 23 2019 water access 
156 Apr 23 2019 Larger Pavillion 
157 Apr 23 2019 People don't pick up after their pets 
158 Apr 23 2019 I would add recycling bins. 
159 Apr 23 2019 new playground is boring. Kids got bored quickly and not enough swings 
160 Apr 23 2019 more lights and more equipment 
161 Apr 23 2019 Little Cedar park has multiple trails that you can go into which I find really cool. There's a playground for the 

children, soccer fields, baseball/softball fields, wave pool, and a tennis court. There's a lot of stuff to do there 
which is why its probably my favorite. While Sylvan Beach is a big park there's really not much do there. I'd 
recommend that they host events there more often. 

162 Apr 23 2019 nothing□ 
163 Apr 23 2019 More seating area in the Wave Pool, special swim time for us older folks, a continuation of the sidewalk 

(nature trail) along Park instead of dead-ending at Park, which reconnects with the sidewalk portion already on 
Park St. 

164 Apr 23 2019 older kids vandalizing the equipment 
165 Apr 23 2019 Fairmont - playground updated 
166 Apr 23 2019 I would like for it to have a gate around it so I'm not worried about one of my kids running off while I'm with the 

other. 
167 Apr 23 2019 Install artwork, plant trees 
168 Apr 23 2019 No sidewalk all the way to sylvan (it stops at park street) □ 
169 Apr 23 2019 Parking structure 
170 Apr 23 2019 I dont know..more running trails near it 
171 Apr 23 2019 Better trail maintenance- Creekmont□Sylvan Beach - crowds□Seabreeze - limited hours 
172 Apr 23 2019 It would be nice if Seabreeze park had a sand beach. It would also be nice if the "resident only" policy was 

enforced. 
173 Apr 23 2019 Not enough trees, litter, graffiti 
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174 Apr 23 2019 Open seabreeze park earlier and keep it open later 
175 Apr 23 2019 So far everything is good love all the new modeling and great trails 
176 Apr 23 2019 At seabreeze the pier has bad boards so I often get worried about the kids walking. 
177 Apr 23 2019 I'd like to see trails and parking taken care of at northwest park. My niece tripped over a piece of rebar sticking 

out from a broken car stop there. 😡😡😡😡😡😡😡😡 

178 Apr 23 2019 I wouldn’t change anything 
179 Apr 23 2019 Would like more bicycle parking availability 
180 Apr 23 2019 I wish there was a covered portion at the splash pad. Full sun exposure for infants and small children is difficult. 

 
181 

 
Apr 23 2019 

 
Nothing 

182 Apr 23 2019 Better/larger play ground at Seabreeze. Dog park at glen Meadows 
183 Apr 23 2019 The bullies, but you can’t do anything about that... 
184 Apr 23 2019 I would like to see more dogs at the dog park so that my dog enjoys it more. More/better promotion of the dog 

park. 
185 Apr 23 2019 Maybe add more sitting areas. 
186 Apr 23 2019 More covered seating and just more seating period 
187 Apr 23 2019 There is not as much security as there once was and yet I feel like there is a greater need. 
188 Apr 23 2019 Parking for 4th of July. Open later hours 
189 Apr 23 2019 Better wheelchair accessibility is needed...beyond minimum ADA standards (this goes for ALL LP parks too). A 

platform wheelchair swing would be good at Seabreeze, MLK and Sylvan beach AT LEAST as well as a  
private restroom area with an adult sized changing table for incontinent people requiring caregiver assistance 
(this doesn't have to be at parks, but maybe at least one at Five Points would be good. Google "changing 
places" or "space to change" for more info. 

190 Apr 23 2019 Update the Farrington Park playground and have it where it can be in some sunlight with a fence to block the 
playground so babies can’t run 
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5. Identify your top 10 park facilities/elements: 
 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  
Baseball Fields 10.87% 15 2.90% 4 6.52% 9 3.62% 5 2.17% 3 2.17% 3 4.35% 6 
Basketball (Outdoor Courts) 2.96% 4 9.63% 13 4.44% 6 3.70% 5 2.96% 4 3.70% 5 2.96% 4 
Community Gardens 5.22% 7 5.22% 7 6.72% 9 6.72% 9 7.46% 10 6.72% 9 4.48% 6 
Disc golf / Frisbee golf 5.60% 7 4.00% 5 2.40% 3 8.80% 11 3.20% 4 4.80% 6 3.20% 4 
Dog Park-Off Leash 9.79% 14 9.79% 14 5.59% 8 3.50% 5 10.49% 15 4.90% 7 3.50% 5 
Fishing 5.19% 7 7.41% 10 4.44% 6 3.70% 5 5.19% 7 8.89% 12 7.41% 10 
Football Fields 1.63% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.81% 1 1.63% 2 0.00% 0 10.57% 13 
Golfing 5.38% 7 0.77% 1 0.77% 1 1.54% 2 2.31% 3 2.31% 3 3.85% 5 
Grills 0.00% 0 2.17% 3 2.90% 4 4.35% 6 2.17% 3 3.62% 5 4.35% 6 
Horseshoe Pits 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 1.59% 2 2.38% 3 2.38% 3 0.79% 1 0.79% 1 
Landscaping 2.67% 4 5.33% 8 2.67% 4 4.00% 6 2.67% 4 4.00% 6 6.00% 9 
Lighted Fields 0.70% 1 1.40% 2 4.20% 6 2.80% 4 2.10% 3 4.20% 6 2.10% 3 
Multi-purpose rooms 0.70% 1 2.11% 3 1.41% 2 1.41% 2 2.82% 4 0.70% 1 7.04% 10 
Natural Areas 4.55% 7 2.60% 4 7.79% 12 8.44% 13 5.19% 8 5.19% 8 5.19% 8 
Nature Trails 10.71% 18 10.71% 18 8.93% 15 4.76% 8 11.31% 19 4.17% 7 4.76% 8 
Park Shelters 0.66% 1 3.95% 6 2.63% 4 7.24% 11 3.29% 5 3.29% 5 1.32% 2 
Paved Multi-use Trails 6.25% 10 6.88% 11 4.38% 7 3.75% 6 11.25% 18 8.13% 13 3.13% 5 
Performing Arts Space 0.00% 0 1.47% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 4.41% 6 1.47% 2 2.94% 4 
Playgrounds 11.90% 20 10.12% 17 7.14% 12 8.93% 15 5.95% 10 7.74% 13 3.57% 6 
Picnic Areas 3.05% 5 6.10% 10 2.44% 4 8.54% 14 8.54% 14 9.15% 15 3.66% 6 
Recreation Center (Indoor) 9.15% 14 3.92% 6 3.92% 6 3.27% 5 1.96% 3 1.31% 2 2.61% 4 
Restrooms 6.25% 11 7.39% 13 10.80% 19 9.09% 16 3.98% 7 6.82% 12 6.25% 11 
Shade Trees 4.22% 7 3.61% 6 10.84% 18 6.02% 10 5.42% 9 6.63% 11 7.83% 13 
Skate / Bike Park 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 1.52% 2 2.27% 3 2.27% 3 
Soccer / Multipurpose Fields 3.65% 5 0.73% 1 0.73% 1 2.19% 3 1.46% 2 1.46% 2 0.00% 0 
Softball Fields 2.24% 3 1.49% 2 0.75% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 1.49% 2 
Splash pads 3.33% 5 5.33% 8 8.67% 13 6.00% 9 4.67% 7 6.67% 10 6.00% 9 
Swimming pool (Indoor) 0.00% 0 2.13% 3 2.84% 4 0.00% 0 0.71% 1 2.13% 3 2.84% 4 
Swimming pool (Outdoor) 5.81% 9 4.52% 7 3.87% 6 4.52% 7 5.16% 8 2.58% 4 3.23% 5 
Wave Pool 3.45% 5 2.07% 3 2.76% 4 3.45% 5 2.07% 3 4.83% 7 2.07% 3 
Tennis Courts 0.00% 0 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 1.49% 2 0.75% 1 1.49% 2 
Viewing nature / wildlife / birding 4.58% 7 3.92% 6 2.61% 4 3.27% 5 3.27% 5 4.58% 7 7.19% 11 
Volleyball (Sand Courts) 0.78% 1 0.78% 1 1.55% 2 0.78% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 1.55% 2 
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8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  

2.17% 3 3.62% 5 2.90% 4 3.62% 5 2.17% 3 3.62% 5 1.45% 2 3.62% 5 2.90% 4 
4.44% 6 0.74% 1 3.70% 5 2.22% 3 6.67% 9 2.22% 3 2.96% 4 5.19% 7 2.96% 4 
5.22% 7 5.22% 7 5.22% 7 3.73% 5 2.24% 3 2.24% 3 2.99% 4 3.73% 5 2.24% 3 
2.40% 3 0.80% 1 3.20% 4 3.20% 4 4.00% 5 4.00% 5 2.40% 3 5.60% 7 3.20% 4 
4.90% 7 4.90% 7 1.40% 2 5.59% 8 0.70% 1 2.80% 4 5.59% 8 1.40% 2 4.20% 6 
3.70% 5 8.89% 12 2.96% 4 2.96% 4 2.96% 4 0.74% 1 1.48% 2 4.44% 6 2.22% 3 
4.07% 5 3.25% 4 4.07% 5 7.32% 9 4.88% 6 4.88% 6 1.63% 2 4.88% 6 3.25% 4 

10.77% 14 2.31% 3 4.62% 6 2.31% 3 6.15% 8 3.85% 5 3.08% 4 2.31% 3 1.54% 2 
5.80% 8 18.12% 25 8.70% 12 6.52% 9 3.62% 5 6.52% 9 2.17% 3 5.80% 8 1.45% 2 
1.59% 2 2.38% 3 11.11% 14 7.14% 9 7.94% 10 7.94% 10 2.38% 3 6.35% 8 6.35% 8 
4.67% 7 4.67% 7 6.00% 9 17.33% 26 10.67% 16 4.67% 7 3.33% 5 2.67% 4 2.67% 4 
2.80% 4 6.29% 9 4.90% 7 2.10% 3 15.38% 22 6.99% 10 7.69% 11 2.80% 4 5.59% 8 
2.82% 4 2.82% 4 2.11% 3 1.41% 2 3.52% 5 18.31% 26 9.15% 13 3.52% 5 6.34% 9 
6.49% 10 4.55% 7 3.90% 6 1.30% 2 2.60% 4 1.30% 2 18.83% 29 5.84% 9 1.95% 3 
4.17% 7 4.76% 8 3.57% 6 2.38% 4 1.79% 3 2.38% 4 0.00% 0 11.31% 19 7.74% 13 
5.26% 8 0.66% 1 7.24% 11 2.63% 4 1.32% 2 4.61% 7 1.97% 3 1.32% 2 19.74% 30 
5.00% 8 5.00% 8 1.25% 2 1.25% 2 1.25% 2 2.50% 4 1.25% 2 3.75% 6 1.25% 2 
0.74% 1 0.00% 0 0.74% 1 0.74% 1 1.47% 2 0.00% 0 2.21% 3 2.21% 3 0.74% 1 
4.76% 8 0.60% 1 4.17% 7 1.79% 3 1.19% 2 0.00% 0 1.79% 3 1.19% 2 0.00% 0 
3.66% 6 6.71% 11 2.44% 4 1.22% 2 0.61% 1 2.44% 4 2.44% 4 2.44% 4 1.83% 3 
3.27% 5 1.96% 3 3.27% 5 1.96% 3 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 
4.55% 8 6.25% 11 4.55% 8 1.70% 3 0.00% 0 0.57% 1 0.57% 1 0.00% 0 0.57% 1 
5.42% 9 4.82% 8 7.83% 13 1.20% 2 2.41% 4 0.00% 0 1.20% 2 0.60% 1 1.20% 2 
1.52% 2 0.76% 1 1.52% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.76% 1 1.52% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 
1.46% 2 1.46% 2 1.46% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.73% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 
1.49% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 2.24% 3 0.00% 0 0.75% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 
4.67% 7 2.67% 4 2.67% 4 0.67% 1 0.00% 0 0.67% 1 0.67% 1 0.67% 1 0.00% 0 
2.13% 3 1.42% 2 2.84% 4 2.84% 4 2.13% 3 2.13% 3 2.13% 3 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 
3.23% 5 7.10% 11 1.94% 3 1.29% 2 1.29% 2 1.94% 3 1.94% 3 1.29% 2 2.58% 4 
4.83% 7 6.21% 9 1.38% 2 0.69% 1 3.45% 5 0.69% 1 0.00% 0 1.38% 2 0.69% 1 
2.24% 3 0.00% 0 2.24% 3 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 
3.92% 6 3.92% 6 7.19% 11 2.61% 4 0.65% 1 1.96% 3 1.31% 2 0.00% 0 1.31% 2 
0.00% 0 0.78% 1 2.33% 3 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.78% 1 1.55% 2 0.00% 0 
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17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  

2.90% 4 2.90% 4 2.90% 4 2.17% 3 5.80% 8 3.62% 5 3.62% 5 2.17% 3 0.00% 0 
3.70% 5 1.48% 2 5.93% 8 1.48% 2 4.44% 6 0.00% 0 3.70% 5 0.74% 1 0.74% 1 
1.49% 2 1.49% 2 3.73% 5 2.24% 3 2.24% 3 1.49% 2 1.49% 2 1.49% 2 0.00% 0 
4.00% 5 6.40% 8 0.00% 0 4.80% 6 2.40% 3 2.40% 3 4.00% 5 0.80% 1 0.80% 1 
2.10% 3 2.10% 3 1.40% 2 0.70% 1 0.70% 1 1.40% 2 2.10% 3 1.40% 2 0.70% 1 
6.67% 9 5.19% 7 2.22% 3 1.48% 2 1.48% 2 0.74% 1 0.74% 1 0.74% 1 0.00% 0 
4.88% 6 4.07% 5 5.69% 7 3.25% 4 3.25% 4 4.07% 5 4.07% 5 0.81% 1 1.63% 2 
2.31% 3 0.00% 0 8.46% 11 6.92% 9 1.54% 2 0.77% 1 2.31% 3 0.77% 1 2.31% 3 
3.62% 5 4.35% 6 1.45% 2 3.62% 5 2.17% 3 0.00% 0 0.72% 1 0.00% 0 2.17% 3 
3.97% 5 3.17% 4 3.17% 4 6.35% 8 3.17% 4 1.59% 2 2.38% 3 2.38% 3 1.59% 2 
3.33% 5 1.33% 2 3.33% 5 2.67% 4 1.33% 2 2.00% 3 0.67% 1 0.00% 0 0.67% 1 
3.50% 5 3.50% 5 0.70% 1 4.20% 6 2.80% 4 3.50% 5 2.10% 3 2.80% 4 0.00% 0 
7.04% 10 4.23% 6 3.52% 5 2.11% 3 4.23% 6 4.23% 6 2.11% 3 0.70% 1 1.41% 2 
1.95% 3 3.25% 5 2.60% 4 0.65% 1 0.00% 0 1.30% 2 1.95% 3 0.65% 1 0.00% 0 
1.19% 2 1.79% 3 0.00% 0 1.79% 3 0.60% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.60% 1 0.00% 0 

13.16% 20 3.95% 6 3.95% 6 1.97% 3 5.26% 8 1.97% 3 0.66% 1 0.66% 1 0.66% 1 
12.50% 20 9.38% 15 2.50% 4 0.63% 1 0.00% 0 3.13% 5 0.00% 0 1.88% 3 1.25% 2 
1.47% 2 24.26% 33 14.71% 20 3.68% 5 7.35% 10 7.35% 10 7.35% 10 3.68% 5 3.68% 5 
0.00% 0 0.60% 1 12.50% 21 5.95% 10 2.98% 5 1.79% 3 3.57% 6 1.19% 2 0.00% 0 
1.22% 2 0.61% 1 0.61% 1 13.41% 22 9.15% 15 4.27% 7 1.83% 3 1.83% 3 0.00% 0 
0.00% 0 1.96% 3 2.61% 4 2.61% 4 20.92% 32 12.42% 19 5.88% 9 7.84% 12 1.31% 2 
0.57% 1 0.57% 1 0.00% 0 1.70% 3 0.57% 1 11.93% 21 6.25% 11 2.27% 4 2.84% 5 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.60% 1 0.60% 1 0.60% 1 1.20% 2 13.25% 22 6.02% 10 3.61% 6 
2.27% 3 0.76% 1 0.00% 0 1.52% 2 0.00% 0 1.52% 2 4.55% 6 34.85% 46 15.91% 21 
0.73% 1 0.73% 1 0.00% 0 0.73% 1 1.46% 2 2.19% 3 1.46% 2 4.38% 6 32.12% 44 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 2.24% 3 0.00% 0 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 6.72% 9 
0.67% 1 0.00% 0 0.67% 1 1.33% 2 0.00% 0 0.67% 1 0.67% 1 1.33% 2 0.67% 1 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 1.42% 2 0.00% 0 1.42% 2 0.00% 0 1.42% 2 0.71% 1 
0.65% 1 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 1.29% 2 0.00% 0 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 4.83% 7 
0.00% 0 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 1.49% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.75% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 
0.65% 1 1.31% 2 0.00% 0 1.31% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.78% 1 0.00% 0 0.78% 1 1.55% 2 0.00% 0 1.55% 2 1.55% 2 
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26 27  28 29 30  31 32 33  Total Score 
1.45% 2 2.17% 3 2.90% 4 2.17% 3 0.72% 1 1.45% 2 2.17% 3 2.17% 3 138 19.96 
0.00% 0 3.70% 5 1.48% 2 1.48% 2 2.96% 4 2.22% 3 2.96% 4 1.48% 2 135 19.8 
1.49% 2 1.49% 2 1.49% 2 0.00% 0 1.49% 2 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 1.49% 2 134 22.77 
0.80% 1 2.40% 3 1.60% 2 4.00% 5 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 4.00% 5 0.80% 1 125 20 
1.40% 2 0.70% 1 0.00% 0 1.40% 2 0.70% 1 1.40% 2 0.70% 1 2.10% 3 143 23.53 
0.00% 0 0.74% 1 1.48% 2 0.00% 0 1.48% 2 0.74% 1 2.22% 3 1.48% 2 135 22.71 
0.00% 0 1.63% 2 4.07% 5 4.07% 5 0.00% 0 1.63% 2 3.25% 4 0.81% 1 123 17.63 
0.00% 0 2.31% 3 1.54% 2 0.77% 1 5.38% 7 2.31% 3 2.31% 3 6.15% 8 130 17.73 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.72% 1 0.00% 0 1.45% 2 0.00% 0 0.72% 1 0.72% 1 138 22.02 
1.59% 2 0.79% 1 0.79% 1 3.17% 4 2.38% 3 0.00% 0 0.79% 1 1.59% 2 126 18.2 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.67% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 150 23.15 
0.00% 0 0.70% 1 0.70% 1 0.00% 0 0.70% 1 0.70% 1 1.40% 2 0.70% 1 143 20.37 
1.41% 2 0.00% 0 0.70% 1 0.70% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 1.41% 2 142 19.6 
0.65% 1 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 154 23.64 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.60% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 168 25.9 
0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.66% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 152 20.9 
0.63% 1 1.25% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.63% 1 160 23.16 
2.21% 3 1.47% 2 0.74% 1 0.74% 1 0.00% 0 1.47% 2 0.00% 0 0.74% 1 136 15.42 
0.60% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 168 24.52 
1.22% 2 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.61% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 164 22.2 
3.27% 5 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 153 18.52 
1.70% 3 0.57% 1 0.00% 0 0.57% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.57% 1 0.57% 1 176 23.14 
2.41% 4 1.20% 2 0.60% 1 0.60% 1 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 166 22.26 

10.61% 14 6.82% 9 2.27% 3 2.27% 3 1.52% 2 0.76% 1 2.27% 3 0.00% 0 132 11.12 
13.14% 18 10.22% 14 6.57% 9 1.46% 2 5.84% 8 0.00% 0 0.73% 1 2.92% 4 137 11.19 
38.81% 52 14.93% 20 7.46% 10 8.96% 12 1.49% 2 2.24% 3 2.99% 4 0.75% 1 134 9.43 

3.33% 5 21.33% 32 9.33% 14 2.67% 4 2.67% 4 0.67% 1 0.67% 1 0.00% 0 150 18.55 
1.42% 2 4.26% 6 39.01% 55 15.60% 22 3.55% 5 2.84% 4 1.42% 2 0.71% 1 141 11.08 
1.94% 3 0.65% 1 1.29% 2 29.03% 45 9.68% 15 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 155 16.86 
0.00% 0 3.45% 5 1.38% 2 3.45% 5 33.79% 49 11.03% 16 1.38% 2 0.69% 1 145 13.43 
0.00% 0 0.75% 1 0.75% 1 2.99% 4 8.21% 11 54.48% 73 17.16% 23 1.49% 2 134 5.95 
0.00% 0 1.96% 3 0.00% 0 0.65% 1 0.65% 1 3.92% 6 33.33% 51 2.61% 4 153 15.75 
0.78% 1 2.33% 3 2.33% 3 1.55% 2 1.55% 2 4.65% 6 5.43% 7 64.34% 83 129 4.93 

           Answer 204 
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5. Identify your top 10 park facilities/elements: 
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6. Please rank the City’s performance in providing the following park facilities/elements: 
  

SATISFIED 
  

No Opinion 
  

DISSATISFIED 
  

Total 
Weighted 

Average 
Baseball Fields 54.85% 113 39.32% 81 5.83% 12 206 0.49 
Basketball (Outdoor Courts) 41.46% 85 51.22% 105 7.32% 15 205 0.34 
Community Gardens 19.31% 39 49.01% 99 31.68% 64 202 -0.12 
Disc Golf Course 7.43% 15 81.68% 165 10.89% 22 202 -0.03 
Dog Park (Off Leash) 42.03% 87 43.00% 89 14.98% 31 207 0.27 
Equestrian Facilities 11.27% 23 81.37% 166 7.35% 15 204 0.04 
Fishing 41.67% 85 45.10% 92 13.24% 27 204 0.28 
Football Fields 29.56% 60 65.02% 132 5.42% 11 203 0.24 
Golf Course 35.12% 72 62.44% 128 2.44% 5 205 0.33 
Grills 33.33% 68 46.57% 95 20.10% 41 204 0.13 
Horseshoe Pits 6.53% 13 80.40% 160 13.07% 26 199 -0.07 
Landscaping 43.63% 89 30.39% 62 25.98% 53 204 0.18 
Multi-purpose rooms 25.37% 52 56.59% 116 18.05% 37 205 0.07 
Natural Areas 44.33% 90 29.56% 60 26.11% 53 203 0.18 
Nature Trails 46.08% 94 25.00% 51 28.92% 59 204 0.17 
Park Shelters 34.80% 71 39.22% 80 25.98% 53 204 0.09 
Paved Multi-use Trails 50.25% 102 26.11% 53 23.65% 48 203 0.27 
Performing Arts Space 9.41% 19 69.31% 140 21.29% 43 202 -0.12 
Playgrounds 61.27% 125 17.65% 36 21.08% 43 204 0.4 
Picnic Areas 62.38% 126 19.31% 39 18.32% 37 202 0.44 
Recreation Center (Indoor) 45.63% 94 39.81% 82 14.56% 30 206 0.31 
Shade Trees 57.92% 117 16.83% 34 25.25% 51 202 0.33 
Skate / Bike Park 29.21% 59 63.86% 129 6.93% 14 202 0.22 
Soccer / Multi-purpose Fields 36.14% 73 55.94% 113 7.92% 16 202 0.28 
Softball Fields 34.48% 70 60.59% 123 4.93% 10 203 0.3 
Splash pads 59.61% 121 29.06% 59 11.33% 23 203 0.48 
Swimming pool (Indoor) 27.09% 55 54.68% 111 18.23% 37 203 0.09 
Swimming pool (Outdoor) 53.47% 108 30.20% 61 16.34% 33 202 0.37 
Wave Pool 57.14% 116 33.99% 69 8.87% 18 203 0.48 
Tennis Courts 23.50% 47 68.50% 137 8.00% 16 200 0.16 
Viewing nature / wildlife / birding 39.30% 79 43.78% 88 16.92% 34 201 0.22 
Volleyball (Sand Courts) 15.58% 31 76.38% 152 8.04% 16 199 0.08 
       Answered 208 
       Skipped 2 
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6. Please rank the City’s performance in providing the 
following park facilities/elements: 
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7. If you DO NOT utilize the City's parks, please select your reasons why: 
Answer Choices Responses 

Too far away. 14.55% 16 
Don’t know where they are. 15.45% 17 
Don’t know what’s there. 20.00% 22 
Do not like the facilities offered. 10.00% 11 
Condition of existing facilities/equipment. 26.36% 29 
Lack of adequate restrooms. 32.73% 36 
Lack of open play areas. 8.18% 9 
Lack of facilities. 10.00% 11 
Lack of lighting. 17.27% 19 
Lack of water. 15.45% 17 
Lack of picnic facilities. 12.73% 14 
Lack of handicap access. 7.27% 8 
Lack of parking. 10.00% 11 
Drug and alcohol usage. 14.55% 16 
Safety concerns. 24.55% 27 
Vandalism and graffiti. 13.64% 15 
Overcrowding. 28.18% 31 
Poor location. 6.36% 7 

Answered 110 
Skipped 100 
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7. If you DO NOT utilize the City's parks, 
please select your reasons why: 

35.00% 
30.00% 
25.00% 
20.00% 
15.00% 
10.00% 

5.00% 
0.00% 

Responses 
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8. Do you travel outside of La Porte to participate in recreational activities? If yes, what activity do you primarily 
participate in outside of the City? 
Answered 162 
Skipped 48 

 
 
 

Sep 01 2019 
 

Aug 24 2019 
Aug 23 2019 
Aug 23 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
 
 

Yes, we go to the splash pad at Dow Park, we also go to the Crenshaw Park since there is both a walking trail 
and a playground. 
None 
Disc golf, swimming 
Movies, children’s indoor play places, 
Softball; walking 
Yes to go play soccer where there’s lights 
Bay Area Park to visit the ‘Off Leash Dog Park’ 
no 
No 
Yes, Deer Park and Baytown 
No 
Walking and biking trails that provide more shade and safety. 
No 
No 
Not really 
Golf 
None 
Softball, basketball 
Memorial park, Buffalo bayou, sea brook, cypress 
yes - fitness classes, yoga, walking 
Softball 
No 
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3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
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10 
11 
12 
13 
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15 
16 
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18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

RespondentsResponse Date Responses 
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Aug 20 2019 Volleyball, swim lessons 
Aug 20 2019 Theatre / performing arts 
Aug 20 2019 Workout, rock wall climbing, church, eat out, movies, fishing, nature trails, I go to the Bay Area a lot.. 
Aug 20 2019 Umpiring 
Aug 20 2019 Biking in seabrook and Pasadena 
Aug 20 2019 No 
Aug 20 2019 

 
Aug 20 2019 

I really like Bay Area park because of the abilty to feed ducks and have a chance of seeing alligators. They 
have a good mix of openess and picnic areas along with sheltered places to enjoy the scenery. 
Bay Area Park is an amazing park for all age groups. Levy Park is a prime example how a playground should 
be with lights and hills for even the youngest can crawl under. They have a giant concrete slab for everyone to 
slide at once and food trucks on the weekend for parents to eat. Summer weekends they have movie nights 
and take out foam blocks for children of all ages to play with. I love that’s its not all just “playground material” it 
feels like it’s been there for a long time since they have so many hills and play items incorporated into the 
ground itself. As Website says "Levy Park is a vibrant urban space located in the heart of the Upper Kirby 
District of Houston. The park’s thoughtful design features activity areas, a dog park, a community garden, the 
Children’s Park and splash pad, and beautiful landscaping. Accenting the grounds are free, year-round 
passive and active programming in wellness, the arts, education, and recreation. Whether visiting the park for 
a special event, program, picnic, play date, or to enjoy the outdoors, Levy Park is an inclusive space to 
connect, experience, do, and play." 

Aug 20 2019 Yes. Markets, fitness in the park, special events 
Jul 19 2019 Kayaking, canoeing, picnicing, bicycling, watching, nature, and sitting under shade trees by a body of water 

enjoying enjoying the breeze. 
Jul 19 2019 Golf & disc golf, hiking 
Jul 18 2019 Deer Park 
Jul 18 2019 NA 
Jul 18 2019 Deer Park SFC, Soccer. 
Jul 17 2019 Soccer 
Jul 16 2019 no 
Jul 14 2019 Summer Track□ 
Jul 14 2019 Marathon running 
Jul 12 2019 No 
Jul 12 2019 no 
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Jul 12 2019 Orienteering 
Jul 12 2019 No 
Jul 12 2019 I play disc golf outside of laporte because there is no course in laporte please add one 
Jul 12 2019 no. i stay in la porte 
Jul 12 2019 No 
Jul 12 2019 Nature Trails and historical sites 
Jun 12 2019 

 
Jun 01 2019 
May 30 2019 
May 30 2019 
May 27 2019 
May 23 2019 
May 23 2019 
May 22 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 19 2019 
May 14 2019 
May 10 2019 
May 09 2019 
May 06 2019 
May 04 2019 

I travel to Deer Park, Taylor Lake Village , Houston & Hitchcock at least once a week to play disc golf. You 
should check into what the city of Alvin to see what they're doing for disc golf. 
Tennis 
No 
No 
Vacation 
no 
Visit museums 
no 
Deer Park Dow Park 
Concert in the Park - Deer Park 
no 
No 
Yes, Go to other parks 
Swimming Golf Garden Tours 
1. Movies□2. Crawfish Boils□3□. Strawberry Festivals □4. Lake or River□5. Mudding□6□. Races 
Fishing boating shooting range walking 
disc golf 
mountain biking, hiking, playgrounds, beach 
Ice hockey-Sugarland 
None 
Soccer with Deer Park 
German choir 
yes - walking trails, nature sites, covered work out areas in parks, play ground equipment 
Yes, Houston TX and Kemah TX for concerts (live bands) 
Yes swim lessons 
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May 04 2019   Baseball□Camping 
May 03 2019 Dog parks and playground 
May 03 2019 We often visit parks outside of La Porte. Bay Area Park because it’s shadier and less crowded. We also visit 

Levy Park in Houston because it has so many fun events and activities. 
May 02 2019 Armand Bayou nature center. 
May 02 2019 NO 
May 01 2019 Yes. Deer Park youth sports like volleyball and basketball. Deer Park Reindeer park in December. They have 

snow for kids to play in.□ 
May 01 2019 Dog parks, swimming pools 
May 01 2019 Parks!! Fishing!! Soccer. Baseball. Gymnastics. 
May 01 2019 indoor rentable facilities, large areas for lots of people---Clear Lake Park 
May 01 2019 Yes but its for a sport that the city could not support. 
Apr 30 2019 Gambling 
Apr 30 2019 No 
Apr 29 2019 Walking on other trails. 
Apr 29 2019 no 
Apr 28 2019 golf,fishing 
Apr 27 2019 none 
Apr 27 2019 Fishing in Galveston and surrounding areas 
Apr 27 2019 N/A 
Apr 27 2019 Buffalo Bayou walking areas-fabulous, Memorial Park walking 
Apr 26 2019 Hiking and biking 
Apr 26 2019 Yes, Pasadena 
Apr 26 2019 Cycling 
Apr 26 2019 No 
Apr 25 2019 Viewing nature, walking trails, photographing wildlife. 
Apr 25 2019 Beach, tubing, garden tours, 
Apr 25 2019 No 
Apr 25 2019 No 
Apr 25 2019 Arnand Bayou 
Apr 25 2019 No 
Apr 25 2019 Dow park 
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104 Apr 25 2019 There are a couple of parks in Deer Park that I really like that we go to every now and then. 
105 Apr 25 2019 Beach in Galveston 
106 Apr 25 2019 Girls softball 
107 Apr 25 2019 Yes Camping, hiking, fishing 
108 Apr 24 2019 Yes. Tennis for my 10 year old 
109 Apr 24 2019 No 
110 Apr 24 2019 Fishing 
111 Apr 24 2019 N/A 
112 Apr 24 2019 Camping 
113 Apr 24 2019 Yes, we go to different parks in Houston such as Levy Park or Donovan Park. 
114 Apr 24 2019 Playing with friends 
115 Apr 24 2019 Playground near my in-laws since my neighborhood park was closed 
116 Apr 23 2019 Walking, hiking. Bird watching 
117 Apr 23 2019 None 
118 Apr 23 2019 Beach Volleyball Court; frisbee/disc golf 
119 Apr 23 2019 Listening to music in the park 
120 Apr 23 2019 Softball games and tournaments 
121 Apr 23 2019 Disc golf every weekend and many weeknights in deer park, Baytown, Taylor lake village and Friendswood. 

122 Apr 23 2019 Yes, sand volleyball and softball fields 
123 Apr 23 2019 Yes, beach going. 
124 Apr 23 2019 City of Deer Park has a great Olympic size pool. They offer water aerobics in the evening every summer. They 

also offer yoga, Pilates and other things inside the rec center at a charge of course. It would be nice if la porte 
had something similar. Or maybe they do I just don’t know yet. We’ve only lived here a short time. 

125 Apr 23 2019 No 
126 Apr 23 2019 Running 
127 Apr 23 2019 N/A 
128 Apr 23 2019 Camping 
129 Apr 23 2019 NO 
130 Apr 23 2019 Rock climbing 
131 Apr 23 2019 Gymnastics 
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132 Apr 23 2019 yes indoor and outdoor swimming. I would love to be able to take my child to year round swim lessons. 
133 Apr 23 2019 jet skiing and camping. 
134 Apr 23 2019 no 
135 Apr 23 2019 Seabrook has Robison park which filled with plenty of trail's and animals. 
136 Apr 23 2019 yes, walking trails 
137 Apr 23 2019 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo□ 
138 Apr 23 2019 roller hockey, ice hockey 
139 Apr 23 2019 Not at this time 
140 Apr 23 2019 Musuems, parks, zoo. 
141 Apr 23 2019 Trail hiking at Seabrook 
142 Apr 23 2019 Yes, kayaking at Armand Bayou 
143 Apr 23 2019 Run on DOW park trail 
144 Apr 23 2019 Fishing, equestrian events, walking/biking trails 
145 Apr 23 2019 Deer Park fitness in the park, cultural festivals in houston, clear lake 
146 Apr 23 2019 Nature trails and hiking 
147 Apr 23 2019 None 
148 Apr 23 2019 We go to burke park in Pasadena. We can fish in fresh water while the teens go for a walk, the little ones have 
149 Apr 23 2019 Swimming 
150 Apr 23 2019 Deer Park 
151 Apr 23 2019 Disc golf, cycling 
152 Apr 23 2019 Toddler only play times. Some facilities (parks, pool, gyms) have designated times of the day for smaller 

children. 
153 Apr 23 2019 Disc golf, bike trails 
154 Apr 23 2019 On occasion yes 
155 Apr 23 2019 Indoor play places for young ones 
156 Apr 23 2019 Dow Park in Deer Park for the pool, the shaded park areas, the walking trail around the the park/play area. 

157 Apr 23 2019 Miller Outdoor Theater for shows 
158 Apr 23 2019 we like to use Dow park in Deer Park to walk their trail 
159 Apr 23 2019 Playgrounds and water play activities. 
160 Apr 23 2019 Festivals 
161 Apr 23 2019 Yes, accessible playground at Verne Cox in Pasadena, Dow Park in Deer Park is more accessible/inclusive. 

162 Apr 23 2019 Yes pools swimming and splash pads and nature trails 
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9. Are there any parks, recreation or culture activities that you or members of your household would like to see offered 
in La Porte that are not currently available? List as many as you would like. 
Answered 130 
Skipped 80 

Sep 01 2019 More nature trails (we recently walked the ones in Seabrook), more shade/shelters, indoor gym for toddlers 
Aug 24 2019 No 
Aug 23 2019 Disc golf 
Aug 23 2019 Someplace indoors that children or the whole family can have fun at. A craft store like hobby lobby. Movie 

theater. A romantic place for date night. Comic book store. Food truck park. 
Aug 22 2019 N/a 
Aug 22 2019 To add to the ‘Wave Park’ to make a small ‘Water Park’ 
Aug 22 2019 no 
Aug 21 2019 Participate in black history month within the city not just the Civic Club. 
Aug 21 2019 No 
Aug 21 2019 No 
Aug 21 2019 None 
Aug 21 2019 No not really 
Aug 21 2019 No 
Aug 20 2019 A community center. Make paved trails around retention ponds 
Aug 20 2019 YMCA, variety of fitness classes and yoga offered at more times/days 
Aug 20 2019 No 
Aug 20 2019 Volleyball, civic center like Deer Park if there’s not already one. Upgraded amenities 
Aug 20 2019 Splash pads, shaded walking trails 
Aug 20 2019 Community theatre 
Aug 20 2019 Something similar to Bay Area park or armond bayou would be great! More nature trails! Also rock wall 

climbing! 
Aug 20 2019 Cornhole Courts/Area□P□avilion □More Rest Rooms 
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Aug 20 2019 Dirt trails for biking 
Aug 20 2019 Maybe if the rec center could offer a hiker class where a group can walk the trails together (during the cooler 

months.) □ 
Maybe tai chi classes at Sylvan. □ 
Maybe offer maps at the library of what parks and rec has to offer and where. □ 
We do have nice paved walking trails maybe a roller skating club. 

Aug 20 2019 I'd love to see a putt putt Park. 
Aug 20 2019 German festival, tet celebration, food community garden. A kids nature play space would be amazing. 
Aug 20 2019 More pools□Pool time dedicated to adults only%□E□xtension of pool season 
Jul 19 2019 More visibility, promotion & care taken to soccer fields 
Jul 18 2019 

 
Jul 18 2019 

More events/activities near the shops in the downtown area in order to revive the area. It would be nice to be 
able to walk to a coffee shop and go shopping there. 
My son participated in Soccer Shots at his preschool in Clear Lake and loved it. I'd love to see Soccer Shots in 
La Porte in the evening hours so working parents can take their kids. 

Jul 17 2019 Not sure 
Jul 16 2019 N/a 
Jul 14 2019 Available to the public running track 
Jul 14 2019 S.T.E.M. programC□overed Sports courts (basketball, soccer, yoga class, cross train) 
Jul 14 2019 More concerts and performances, more running marathons 
Jul 12 2019 no 
Jul 12 2019 No 
Jul 12 2019 Disc golf course 
Jul 12 2019 i like what we have. many need enhancement/enlargement. especially the fitness center 
Jul 12 2019 Disc golf 
Jul 12 2019 N/A 
Jul 12 2019 Walking trails 
Jun 12 2019 disc golf 
Jun 01 2019 Clogging and yoga classes. Tennis league 
May 30 2019   Recreation Center for Adults and Youth□Including Senior Citizen Center 
May 30 2019   Recreation Center for Adults and Youth□I□ncluding Senior Citizen Center□ 
May 27 2019 Water Aerobics classes 
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May 23 2019 
 

May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 19 2019 
May 14 2019 

 
May 09 2019 

 
May 04 2019 
May 03 2019 
May 02 2019 

 
May 01 2019 
May 01 2019 

 
The walking trails on Fairmont look nice, but they are covered from the road with trees, etc. I would not feel 
safe walking there. Maybe a safety fence of some sort instead. 
Yoga 
Concert in the Park - Deer Park 
Larger inside pool 
Atleast one new pool or maybe a lazy river. Something like Pasadena's strawberry park (water park) 
Family movie night, other than at the wave pool□ 
1. More Restrooms□ 
2. More seating example benches□ 
3. A place for ATV use□ 
4. A place for special needs and elderly□ 
5. More shaded areas□ 
6. Water fountains the children can reach□ 
7. More trees□ 
More colorful not the brown/green equipment. □Better swings and more of a variety 
Where is indoor pool never heard of it 
MORE tennis courts, more volleyball courts 
disc golf 
Ice hockey rink, but I doubt that’s big enough/a city/P&R thing 
None 
A city of La Porte league for Soccer. We do not want to participate in I9 or Quest. Please offer a Laporte 
Soccer league similar to the Deer Park Coty Soccer league 
more walking trails, more nature sites, better play ground equipment, work out covered areas at parks for 
adults, wave pool, more public pools, indoor pools offered for water aerobics classes 
Outdoor music venue 
More shade structures over parks 
Fairmont Part West Park and Pool Expanded and Updated, and then the addition of a Basketball court, decent 
accessible restrooms, and a Community Meeting and/or Recreational Center. 
no 
Jogging trail 
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May 01 2019 
 

Gymnastics programs. Fishing opportunities. No more hotels/motels — they need something to attract people. 
We do not have it. 

Apr 30 2019 Bicycle riding areas for neighborhoods 
Apr 29 2019 Art on Main Street 
Apr 29 2019 More Art opportunities 
Apr 27 2019 keep the pool in Fairmont Park West and update the park with shade. We need something that our kids can 

walk to and enjoy 
Apr 27 2019 Horses 
Apr 27 2019 Ethnic (Hispanic, Asian) festivals and celebrations 
Apr 26 2019 No 
Apr 26 2019 A GOOD dog park 
Apr 26 2019 Organized and supported bicycle rides 
Apr 25 2019 Home garden tours, 
Apr 25 2019 NA 
Apr 25 2019 Bandstand type activities, citywide family gatherings somewhere other than Sylvan Beach 
Apr 25 2019 No 
Apr 25 2019 Mommy and me dance/fitness class available for working moms, maybe on a Saturday Morning or evening. 

 
Apr 25 2019 Golf cart trails to get to them easier with grandkids 
Apr 25 2019 Yoga 
Apr 24 2019 None. 
Apr 24 2019 Skate park, golf disc course, tennis courts, open space recreation area like sylvan beach 
Apr 24 2019 out door concert venue where you can dance and listen to music 
Apr 24 2019 outdoor workout equipment 
Apr 24 2019 1. volleyball (not sand). 2. seniors volleyball court. 3. seniors softball. 
Apr 24 2019 Kayaking, more nature (unpaved) trails 
Apr 24 2019 Swimming pools that open before 12pm 
Apr 23 2019 Idk 
Apr 23 2019 Beach Volleyball Court; frisbee/disc golf 
Apr 23 2019 Theatre space and performances 
Apr 23 2019 More free music nights from spring to fall 
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95 Apr 23 2019 Ponds/Lakes 
96 Apr 23 2019 Disc golf and the re-opening of Fairmont park west's pool and playground 
97 Apr 23 2019 More family activities in more assessable place. Where parking isn’t an issue.□ 

We never attend the movies because who wants to relax on concrete and no bathrooms. Porta Potties don’t 
count. 

98 Apr 23 2019 Not that I can think of, but if it was legal it would be awesome if sylvan beach was for residence only. Sure 
seabreeze park is down the road, but the kids don’t enjoy that play ground as much. 

99 Apr 23 2019 Walking trail expanded to Lomax area 
100 Apr 23 2019 N/A 
101 Apr 23 2019 Adult Basketball Leagues Men/Women□Adult Softball Leagues□ 
102 Apr 23 2019 swimming all year round. more youth activities through out the year. 
103 Apr 23 2019 outdoor concerts and other activities 
104 Apr 23 2019 yoga classes 
105 Apr 23 2019 Community Theatre□Arboretum□M□ore Nature Trails 
106 Apr 23 2019 Is the roller hockey rink still available? 
107 Apr 23 2019 Petting zoo 
108 Apr 23 2019 Performance art, sculpture, events 
109 Apr 23 2019 Sailing 
110 Apr 23 2019 Mini golf, other family friendly activities, Movie theater, splash pad In old la porte, places to hang hammocks 

111 Apr 23 2019 Better running trail near old la porte 
112 Apr 23 2019 A usable lap pool (current one is way overcrowded), a community garden, and disc golf. 
113 Apr 23 2019 botanical garden, community food garden, cultural festivals (german, greek, tet celebration, fiesta) 
114 Apr 23 2019 Nah 
115 Apr 23 2019 N/A 
116 Apr 23 2019 You should have a cultural festival 
117 Apr 23 2019 No, just would like the facilities improved 
118 Apr 23 2019 I can’t think of anything 
119 Apr 23 2019 More hike and bike trails extension, disc golf. Park garden areas 
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120 Apr 23 2019 I would l or to see an indoor play space with foam climbing structures. Something suitable for small kids that 
can be utilized during harsh or inclement weather. We always start going crazy when e can’t get out and run 
around. 

121 Apr 23 2019 Disc golf 
122 Apr 23 2019 Complete the sidewalks that were promised many years ago. Especially around the airport. Our taxes were 

used to move the fences for the sidewalks now build them. 
123 Apr 23 2019 Something for 3 to 5 yr olds. They are the left out group 
124 Apr 23 2019 An adults only park with lots of shade, outdoor chess tables, hammocks, yoga classes on the grass, dances, 

and so on. 
125 Apr 23 2019 Cultural events or even plays. I’m the high school theater would be inexpensive to put on a play. They work on 

plays year round. □ 
□ 
Also fitness events. Outdoor exercise classes offered by the city. 

126 Apr 23 2019 N/a 
127 Apr 23 2019 More farmers markets with less pyramid marketing participants..□A LOT MORE food truck family nights 
128 Apr 23 2019 More Main Street small business days 
129 Apr 23 2019 Barrier-free universal playground, changing place or space to change at five points with an adult sized 

changing table...just make everything more wheelchair accessible...wheelchair swings and wheelchair friendly 
playground equipment with lots of room and space...see Morgan's wonderland in San Antonio, TX or 
accessible park at Verne Cox in Pasadena, TX or playground at West Gray Multipurpose Center in Houston. 

130 Apr 23 2019 Nature trails, better playgrounds 



B.46 LA PORTE Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan DRAFT June 11, 2020  

 
 

10. Please check all of the programs that you or members of your household are interested in: 
Answer Choices Responses 

Arts / Crafts 47.47% 94 
Adult Programs 52.53% 104 
Teen Programs 25.25% 50 
Youth Programs 37.37% 74 
Pre-K Programs 18.18% 36 
Educational Programs 35.86% 71 
Outdoor Educational Programs 45.96% 91 
Outdoor Adventure Programs 45.45% 90 
Family-oriented Programs 50.51% 100 
Sports Programs 36.87% 73 
Cultural Programs 22.22% 44 
Seniors Programs 30.81% 61 
Are there specific programs you 19.19% 38 
are interested in? If so please list   
them:   

Answered 198 
Skipped 12 

Aug 22 2019 no 
Aug 21 2019 There are no adult leagues and only 2 youth leagues basketball and track. 

The basketball only goes up to 12 years old. What about the teens that 
wants to participate in sports that didn't make the local school team?? 

 
Aug 21 2019 Nom 
Aug 20 2019 yoga classes, walking trails 
Aug 20 2019 Community theatre 
Aug 20 2019 Hiking, bird watching 

Respondents esponse Dat ou are interes Tags 
1  
2 

 
 

3 
4 
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6 
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Jul 18 2019 Evening soccer programs 
Jul 14 2019 sports (basket ball, soccer, track, robotics) 
Jul 12 2019 Water aerobics 
Jul 12 2019 seniors programs for "active" seniors 
May 27 2019 Water Aerobics 
May 21 2019 Community garden and healthy foods. 
May 21 2019 Mommy and me 
May 21 2019 Shooting range 
May 21 2019 Adult swim league competitive 
May 21 2019 disc golf 
May 14 2019 A youth Soccer league hosted by the City of La Porte. Volunteer coaches, 

and utilizing the High school Players for support and/or training 
 
 

May 09 2019 work out classes including water aerobics 
May 04 2019 Special needs kids programs 
May 03 2019 Homeschool gym classes; our closest option is Pearland 
May 01 2019 Camping. 
May 01 2019 summer camps for kids 
Apr 29 2019 I would love free outdoor yoga etc like Baytown offers 
Apr 26 2019 Pet programs 
Apr 26 2019 Group fitness (cycling, running, etc) 
Apr 25 2019 Martial arts training. Free outdoor dance, yoga, meditation. 
Apr 25 2019 Card games at senior center 
Apr 24 2019 Seniors and SPORT 
Apr 24 2019 Special populations activities 
Apr 23 2019 Self defense classes, RAD weapons, RAD kids 
Apr 23 2019 swimming 
Apr 23 2019 outdoor events 
Apr 23 2019 adult exercise classes 
Apr 23 2019 water aerobics or water zumba after 6 p.m. 
Apr 23 2019 At risk youth 
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Apr 23 2019 
 
Community food garden with fruit trees, vegitables for anyone, Outdoor 
childrens learning center, Outdoor fitness center in a park. 

 

Apr 23 2019 Place for teens to hang out 
Apr 23 2019 Anything wheelchair accessible and inclusive to people living with 

disabilities especially teenagers. 
 
 

 

10. Please check all of the programs that 
you or members of your household are 

interested in: 
60.00% 
50.00% 
40.00% 
30.00% 
20.00% 
10.00% 

Responses 
0.00% 

36 
 
 

37 
38 
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1 

 
 

11. If you DO NOT participate in recreation programs or activities, please select your reasons why: 
Answer Choices Responses 

Don’t have time. 19.85% 27 
Cost prohibitive. 16.18% 22 
Hours inconvenient. 22.06% 30 
Not interested. 8.82% 12 
Age. 8.82% 12 
Location inconvenient. 11.76% 16 
Transportation problems. 1.47% 2 
Lack of information. 44.12% 60 
Motivation. 11.76% 16 
Use private facility activities / programs. 5.88% 8 
No facility available. 8.82% 12 
Homework first. 2.94% 4 
Childcare not available. 8.09% 11 
Safety concerns. 6.62% 9 
Other (please specify): 13.97% 19 

Answered 136 
Skipped 74 

Aug 21 2019  My budget 
Aug 20 2019 Really the lack of advertisements. If ypu don't have a child in 

school it's hard to find out what's available. 

Jul 12 2019 Outdated facility 
May 27 2019 I don't think Water Aerobics classes are offered 
May 21 2019 Sometimes I can't because of health issues. 
May 21 2019 no disc golf courses 
May 01 2019 times usualy conflict with work. 

Respondents esponse Dat  r (please spe Tags 
1  
2 

 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
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Responses 

50.00% 
45.00% 
40.00% 
35.00% 
30.00% 
25.00% 
20.00% 
15.00% 
10.00% 

5.00% 
0.00% 

11. If you DO NOT participate in 
recreation programs or activities, please 

select your reasons why: 

 
 
 

May 01 2019 I find city parks boring ... I'm more of a forest person. 
Apr 27 2019 really didn't know we had any and where are they at? 
Apr 27 2019 Never looked into them 
Apr 24 2019 They keep getting canceled 
Apr 23 2019 I just had a baby and I don’t like to leave her 
Apr 23 2019 bigger recreation and more to offer 
Apr 23 2019 Its gets boring 
Apr 23 2019 Na 
Apr 23 2019 Difficulty of use of the LaPorte website 
Apr 23 2019 No restrooms or they are locked 
Apr 23 2019 N/a 
Apr 23 2019 Lack of or in need of better wheelchair accessibility and inclusion of 

disabled people 
 
 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
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12. Please rate if you agree or disagree with a list of statements related to La Porte parks. 
 AGREE  No Opinion  DISAGREE  Total Weighted Average 
Better parks will help to 89.81% 185 7.77% 16 2.43% 5 206 0.87 
improve our city image. 
Better parks and recreation 

 
80.00% 

 
164 

 
15.12% 

 
31 

 
4.88% 

 
10 

 
205 

 
0.75 

facilities would help strengthen 
our city economically. 

        

The City should publish a list 
of volunteer and donation 
opportunities to allow the 
public to help improve City 
parks. 

85.99% 178 10.63% 22 3.38% 7 207 0.83 

I believe that the City should 
more fully develop the park 
land and open space that it 
already owns. 
I believe that the City needs a 

83.90% 
 
 
 

40.10% 

172 
 
 
 

81 

13.17% 
 
 
 

38.12% 

27 
 
 
 
77 

2.93% 
 
 
 

21.78% 

6 
 
 
 
44 

205 
 
 
 

202 

0.81 
 
 
 

0.18 
more consolidated, centralized 
parks system for ease of 
access and maintenance. 

        

I am willing to pay additional 
City taxes and/or consider a 
bond initiative to see new 
parks and recreational 
amenities upgraded. 

46.12% 95 24.76% 51 29.13% 60 206 0.17 

I’m satisfied with the overall 
quality of parks in my 
neighborhood. 

49.76% 103 19.81% 41 30.43% 63 207 0.19 

       Answered 208 
       Skipped 2 
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Weighted Average 

1 
0.9 
0.8 
0.7 
0.6 
0.5 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 
0.1 

0 

12. Please rate if you agree or disagree 
with a list of statements related to La 

Porte parks. 
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13. Please rate the importance of the following actions the Parks and Recreation Department could take: 
 VERY IMPOR TANT IMPORTAN   No Opinion 
Improve and enhance maintenance of park 57.28% 118 34.47% 71 6.31% 13 
facilities. 
Renovate existing neighborhood parks, 

 
51.46% 

 
106 

 
37.86% 

 
78 

 
7.28% 

 
15 

playgrounds, shelters, parking, etc. 
Provide parks and amenities that can be 

 
49.51% 

 
102 

 
40.78% 

 
84 

 
6.80% 

 
14 

used by people with disabilities. 
Develop new water parks (facility with 

 
32.04% 

 
66 

 
26.21% 

 
54 

 
19.90% 

 
41 

splash pad, swimming pool, etc.) 
Partner with the school district to provide 

 
36.41% 

 
75 

 
36.89% 

 
76 

 
20.87% 

 
43 

mutually beneficial facilities and programs. 
Renovate the existing public pools. 

 
39.51% 

 
81 

 
41.95% 

 
86 

 
13.66% 

 
28 

Work to preserve environmentally sensitive 66.02% 136 25.73% 53 7.28% 15 
areas such as the bay front and areas with 
Develop new indoor recreation space. 

 
25.00% 

 
51 

 
35.78% 

 
73 

 
22.06% 

 
45 

Renovate existing outdoor athletic facilities 
(soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.) 

24.02% 49 31.86% 65 29.41% 60 

Work to increase the diversity of 24.51% 50 43.14% 88 24.51% 50 
recreational programming/events within 
Develop additional walking and biking trails. 

 
46.57% 

 
95 

 
28.43% 

 
58 

 
15.69% 

 
32 

Increase number of athletic facilities 8.46% 17 20.40% 41 41.79% 84 
(soccer, baseball/softball, basketball, etc.). 
Renovate existing fitness facilities. 

 
34.63% 

 
71 

 
38.05% 

 
78 

 
18.54% 

 
38 
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NOT IMPORT ANT VERY UNIMPORTANT Total Weighted Average 
1.94% 4 0.00% 0 206 1.47 

3.40% 7 0.00% 0 206 1.37 

2.43% 5 0.49% 1 206 1.36 

18.45% 38 3.40% 7 206 0.65 

3.88% 8 1.94% 4 206 1.02 

3.90% 8 0.98% 2 205 1.15 
0.97% 2 0.00% 0 206 1.57 

11.27% 23 5.88% 12 204 0.63 
11.76% 24 2.94% 6 204 0.62 

 
6.37% 

 
13 

 
1.47% 

 
3 

 
204 

 
0.83 

8.33% 17 0.98% 2 204 1.11 
22.89% 46 6.47% 13 201 0.01 

6.83% 14 1.95% 4 205 0.97 
    Answered 208 
    Skipped 2 
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Weighted Average    

1.8 
1.6 
1.4 
1.2 

1 
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13. Please rate the importance of the 
following actions the Parks and 

Recreation Department could take: 
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Weighted Average 

0.7 
0.6 
0.5 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 
0.1 

0 
-0.1 
-0.2 
-0.3 

14. How do you rate the quality of 
operation and maintenance of La Porte 

parks and/or facilities? 

 
 

14. How do you rate the quality of operation and maintenance of La Porte parks and/or facilities? 
 EXCELLENT  GOOD  No Opinion  
Condition of Buildings 10.19% 21 52.43% 108 9.22% 19 
Natural Areas Stewardship 7.80% 16 42.93% 88 24.88% 51 
Mowing/Tree trimming 17.48% 36 51.94% 107 8.74% 18 
Weed Control 14.15% 29 46.83% 96 10.73% 22 
Parking 9.27% 19 46.34% 95 9.27% 19 
Restroom Cleanliness 5.37% 11 33.17% 68 20.98% 43 
Signage and Information 10.19% 21 40.29% 83 12.62% 26 
Green Infrastructure (Trails, trees, etc.) 14.15% 29 49.27% 101 10.73% 22 
Trash Removal 15.53% 32 47.57% 98 11.17% 23 
Security 6.83% 14 24.39% 50 25.85% 53 
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FAIR  POOR  Total  Weighted Average 
24.76% 51 3.40% 7  206 0.41 
21.95% 45 2.44% 5  205 0.32 
18.45% 38 3.40% 7  206 0.62 
20.98% 43 7.32% 15  205 0.4 
29.76% 61 5.37% 11  205 0.24 
28.29% 58 12.20% 25  205 -0.09 
30.10% 62 6.80% 14  206 0.17 
20.98% 43 4.88% 10  205 0.47 
20.39% 42 5.34% 11  206 0.48 
28.29% 58 14.63% 30  205 -0.2 

Answered 206 
Skipped 4 
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15. Please indicate your level of support 

 
 

15. Please indicate your level of support for a variety of financing strategies that would increase funding for the City’s 
parks and recreational programming. 

SUPPORT UNDECIDED OPPOSE Total Weighted Average 
 

Increase the Department’s annual budget. 
Raise funds for new facilities through 
voter approved bond initiative. 
Increase fees for those who use 
specialized or maintenance intensive 
recreational facilities. 
Increase rental fees for park facilities. 
Increase fees for those who participate in 
recreation programming. 

62.50% 130 33.17% 69 4.33% 9 208 0.58 
 

56.04% 116 29.95% 62 14.01% 29 207 0.42 
 
 

40.87% 85 33.17% 69 25.96% 54 208 0.15 
31.40% 65 32.37% 67 36.23% 75 207 -0.05 

 
23.67% 49 32.37% 67 43.96% 91 207 -0.2 

Answered 208 
Skipped 2  

15. Please indicate your level of support 
for a variety of financing strategies that 
would increase funding for the City’s 
parks and recreational programming. 

0.7 
0.6 
0.5 
0.4 
0.3 
0.2 Weighted Average 
0.1 

0 
-0.1 
-0.2 
-0.3 



APPENDIX B SURVEY RESULTS B.61  

16. What would you like to see happen 
with the City’s open space on the bay at 
1010 and 1106 Bayshore Drive (next to 

Sylvan Beach Park)? 
35.00% 
30.00% 
25.00% 
20.00% 
15.00% 
10.00% 

5.00% 
0.00% Responses 

 
 

16. What would you like to see happen with the City’s open space on the bay at 1010 and 1106 
Answer Choices Responses  

Park 27.94% 57 
Open Space Preserve (No Development) 30.88% 63 
Recreation and Fitness Center 16.67% 34 
City Facility (Community Center, Meeting 8.33% 17 
Space, etc.) 
Private Development 

 
5.39% 

 
11 

Other (please specify): 10.78% 22 
 Answered 204 
 Skipped 6 
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0 
0 
1 
0 

 
 

Aug 20 2019 Anything BUT a new rec center. Take care of the one we have. It 
seriously needs a new roof. We on the west side of town don't 
wish to go further to use the rec center. 

Aug 20 2019 Community food garden, nature play space 
Jul 19 2019 Soccer fields 
Jul 18 2019 Mini water park like the one in Pasadena. 
Jul 17 2019 Not familiar with the area 
Jul 14 2019 Restaurant or outside bar and grill 
May 21 2019 Expand Seabreeze park, and make citizens of LP only 
May 21 2019 disc golf 
May 09 2019 recreation, fitness center, & city facility combination 
May 04 2019 Special needs adapted park 
Apr 29 2019 fenced in covered pavilion and outdoor park for rent to La Porte 

residents and businesses similar to clear lake park. 
Apr 26 2019   Dog park 
Apr 25 2019 Make it a natural park with lots of landscaping, maybe different 

flowers and shrubs, no playground, benches and areas to relax 
and enjoy the breeze off the the bay. It's a great place for 
someone to read, or for the seniors across the road to get out 
and walk a lap on a natural or small paved path... similar to 
Helen's Garden's in League City. 

 

Apr 25 2019 Large Covention /Exhibition/Meeting Center (City Owned) 
Apr 24 2019 Expand seabreeze on property 
Apr 23 2019 Residents only park with beach access 
Apr 23 2019 Natural beach swimming and picnicing 
Apr 23 2019 indoor swimming pool with all year round swimming lessons 
Apr 23 2019 Splash pad/playground facility or no development 
Apr 23 2019 I like all of the options except recreation/fitness center and 

private development. 
Apr 23 2019 Outdoor trail 
Apr 23 2019 Safe space for teens to hang out 

Respondents esponse Dat  r (please spe Tags 
1  

 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 

 
 
 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

21 
22 
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Responses 

80.00% 
70.00% 
60.00% 
50.00% 
40.00% 
30.00% 
20.00% 
10.00% 

0.00% 

17. How do you obtain information about 
La Porte Parks Department parks and 

recreational facilities?Check all that 
apply. 

 
17. How do you obtain information about La Porte Parks Department parks and recreational facilities?Check 
all that apply. 

Answer Choices Responses  
Fun Times By The Bay Quarterly Program Guide 43.90% 90 
Social Media (i.e. Facebook, Website, etc.) 74.63% 153 
Life By The Bay Quarterly City Newsletter 45.37% 93 
Print Media (e.g. newspaper, magazine, etc.) 20.98% 43 
Word-of-Mouth 40.00% 82 
Other? Please list: 14.15% 29 
 Answered 205 
 Skipped 5 
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18. What method(s), do you feel are the most effective way to provide information regarding park facilities and 
recreation programs offered within the City?Check all that apply. 

Answer Choices Responses  
City Flyer 31.88% 66 
City Newsletter 43.00% 89 
Department Program Guide 25.12% 52 
Email 37.68% 78 
City Website 65.22% 135 
Social Media (i.e. Facebook, Website, etc.) 83.57% 173 
Print Media (e.g. newspaper, magazine, etc.) 30.43% 63 
Community Bulletin Board 19.81% 41 
Bi-Weekly E-Newsletter – News and Notes 17.39% 36 
La Porte ISD Communications 34.30% 71 
Other? Please specify: 3.86% 8 
 Answered 207 
 Skipped 3 

 

 

18. What method(s), do you feel are the 
most effective way to provide information 

regarding park facilities and recreation 
programs offered within the City?Check 

all that apply. 
100.00% 

80.00% 
60.00% 
40.00% 
20.00% 

0.00% Responses 
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The City has too many recreational facilities. 
We currently have enough recreational facilities. 
Existing recreational facilities should be improved. 
Existing parks should be improved. 
The City needs to expand park facilities. 
Not familiar with present facilities. 

Responses Answer Choices 

recreational improved. 
facilities. 

with 
present 
facilities. 

needs to 
should be expand park 
improved. facilities. 

The City Not familiar Existing 
parks 

Existing 
recreational 

facilities 
should be 

The City has We 
too many currently 

recreational  have 
facilities. enough 

Responses 

45.00% 
40.00% 
35.00% 
30.00% 
25.00% 
20.00% 
15.00% 
10.00% 

5.00% 
0.00% 

19. Which statement most accurately 
reflects your opinion? 

 

19. Which statement most accurately reflects your opinion? 
 

0.48% 1 
10.14% 21 
42.51% 88 
26.57% 55 
17.87% 37 
2.42% 5 

Answered 207 
Skipped 3 
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Responses 

80.00% 
70.00% 
60.00% 
50.00% 
40.00% 
30.00% 
20.00% 
10.00% 

0.00% 

20. Which initiatives should the La Porte 
Parks Department prioritize for future 
implementation? Check all that apply. 

 
 

20. Which initiatives should the La Porte Parks Department prioritize for future implementation? Check all that apply. 
Answer Choices Responses  

Acquire land for future development. 26.34% 54 
Develop and improve existing facilities. 69.27% 142 
Develop more active recreation (fishing, etc.) opportunities. 37.07% 76 
Develop more passive recreation (picnicking, etc.) opportunities. 32.20% 66 
Develop more indoor recreation facilities (recreation center, indoor gy 28.29% 58 
Natural areas preservation. 46.34% 95 
Nature and historical programming. 32.20% 66 
Non-Motorized trails. 40.49% 83 
 Answered 205 
 Skipped 5 
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1 
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0 
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0 
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1 
 
1 

Tags 

 
 

21. Please provide any additional comments you may have regarding parks and recreation facilities in La Porte. 
Answered 99 
Skipped 111 

 
 
 

Aug 23 2019 
 
 
 

Aug 23 2019 
Aug 22 2019 

 
Aug 22 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 

 
 

Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 
Aug 21 2019 

 
 

Aug 20 2019 
 

Aug 20 2019 

 
 
 

Tearing out the park and playground on Rustic Gate will greatly diminish our home value and quality of life 
living in La Porte. I will strongly consider relocating my budding family (one preteen child and one on the 
way) if this is the continued course of action for our city. I've been very disappointed in this since moving 
here just 4 years ago BECAUSE of our park and pool. 
Maybe some recycling bins would be nice around the parks and pools 
There’s a lot of ‘Commercial Development’ currently, and the City of La Porte needs to expand (add) the 
“Parks’ 
survey is too long 
I’m not happy that the pools closed 2 weeks before school started. 
There is no diversity in admin staff. I believe there are only 2 people of color that works at the Recreation 
Fitness Center. Then another man of color that works at one of the other facilities. There is no diversity at 
all. That shows a lot. 
None 
Please Give the chance to kids to play with the goal nets on P St and leave the goal net unlock 
None 
Lots of traffic everywhere 
The AC is rarely on at the Fitness Center...only the fans. It's very risky since so many older people are 
there due to the Senior center being connected. Someone is likely to have heat exhaustion inside the 
building 
Too many warehouses. We need to be able to get away from the plants as much as possible. Provide 
MUCH MORE natural trails and large trees to filter the wooded air and surrounding areas 
Laporte needs a YMCA! 13 

12 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

4 
5 
6 

2 
3 

1 
RespondentsResponse Date Responses 
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Aug 20 2019 
 

Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
I am basically happy with park areas except for girls softball area...It really needs alot of improvement..It 
needs to have alot of updates and given the same importance as the baseball fields.... 
I would think a splash pad at 5 points. Would be nice. It might actually get some kind of use out of it. 
Love living in La Porte, love the small town feel it still has. Some areas need improving, updating etc., 
personal to me parks, playground, family amenities and play areas. Cameras in entrances to neighborhood 
especially those that only have one or 2 entrances and or exits. Facelift on some old buildings. 

 
Aug 20 2019 

 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 
Aug 20 2019 

 
Aug 20 2019 

 
 

Aug 20 2019 
Jul 19 2019 

 
 

Jul 19 2019 

i have been a resident for 5 years now and love La Porte parks & rec! My son has gone to camps here and 
taken swim lessons. We love all La Porte has to offer! 
Good luck and God Bless LP 
Really having a guide or map of facilities would be helpful. I find them by accident by playing Pokemon Go 
I feel that Parks & Rec is doing the best they can with the budget they have. It would help immensely if the 
city would fully staff Parks & Rec., especially the Senior Center. 
The Rec Center on Broadway is old, and it's time to built a new one. Overlooking the Bay would be nice 
and bring new clients to the Center increasing Revenues. Especially with the new Subdivision going up at 
Bay Area. 
Please consider a community food garden with fruit trees and nature play space. 
We would encourage the renovation of the City fitness center. Add a hot tub, enlarge the lap pool, enlarge 
the cardio room, enlarge the weight room, and provide a better disinfected facility. 
Love how open La Porte is to hearing the opinions of its citizens (and those of us who don’t live in La Porte 
but spend countless hours mentoring/coaching the children of La Porte utilizing La Porte parks & rec 
facilities. Thank you! 

 

Jul 18 2019 La Porte is a beautiful city. My hope is that it will become more family oriented vs business oriented. 
Jul 18 2019 I think La Porte is great. Would like to keep it small and quiet. 
Jul 18 2019 NA 
Jul 16 2019 Please verify residence when guest are entering wave pool. Currently a verbal identification of “Laport 

resident” gets resident price. 
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Jul 14 2019 
 

It would be best to raise the level of the facilities we have before adding additional locations or structures. 
It's clear, current budgets have not been high enough to keep up with what we already have. 

 

Jul 14 2019 NA 
Jul 12 2019 Nothing specific. I feel we have enough property. Maybe find new ways to use it. 
Jul 12 2019 

 
Jul 12 2019 

I feel that LaPprte does a good job with there facilities I would like to see a disc golf course or courses and 
better maintained restrooms 
we are served well, but need to enhance what we already have and add to those facilities that are found to 
be overutilized/crowded. 

Jul 12 2019 N/A 
Jul 12 2019 Offer dog parks 
Jun 01 2019 It’s good mostly 
May 30 2019 

 
May 30 2019 

 
 

May 27 2019 
May 23 2019 
May 21 2019 

 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 
May 21 2019 

Add more facilities to the West side of town. Family parks and picnic areas possibly within public pool and 
splash pad access. Have dog park also. 
Add more facilities to the West side of town. Family parks and picnic areas possibly within public pool and 
splash pad access. Have dog park also. 
Please provide Water Aerobics classes at an affordable cost. 
Heritage Park not listed 
We need a high quality, Olympic size, indoor pool, with aquatic classes. Or a deal with the ISD to share 
facilities 
Thank you for asking for input. Doing a good job. 
We have had some issues with bugs at the parks creating nests. We have been stung a few times. 
Recreation and Fitness center needs a new building 
We have many people in our community that have specual needs due to health and or age we need more 
shaded areas places to sit and rest and more restrooms. 
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May 21 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 21 2019 
 

May 21 2019 
May 19 2019 
May 04 2019 

 
 

May 02 2019 
May 02 2019 

 
May 01 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May 01 2019 

 
For the size of La Porte, we have more, and better maintained parks than most cities twice our size. We do 
NOT need a need indoor recreation facility... the current one on S. Broadway, which was recently 
renovated, is perfectly suitable. While it could use some improvement, including being open for much 
longer hours, is quite adequate. The biggest issue with the Rec Center is, the hours are too short. Many 
people like to exercise at night when no one else is there. I also think our parks people do an amazing job 
of sustaining our parks. I am VERY pleased with the efforts the city makes to maintain and renovate our 
parks and facilities. 
would love to see a disc golf course and create a group/league of players. disc golf is inexpensive to play 
and maintain. 
please please fix the flooded concrete pathways 
None 
The parks upkeep has greatly improved. □ 
Wave pool needs refurbish □ 
State Streets to Morgans Point could have more splash pad options. 
I have no idea where there are walking trails and quality of safety. 
I am appalled that the City has chosen to make semi-acceptable improvements in the Farrington Park and 
pool, and yet let the Fairmont Park West Facilities degrade! 
I have wanted to sign my kids up for youth sports/activities but the time slots always conflicted with my work 
schedule. I would like to see more classes offered after 6pm.□ 
□ 
I have a LP rec center membership and the gym is overcrowded and poorly laid out.□ 
□ 
If a new rec center is built I would be in favor only if it was in the middle of the city. Most of LP residents are 
15-20 min away for people who live west of 146. 
The Pool at the Rec Center is not cleaned properly. Scum has been on edges for over a year. We 
scratched 4/21 into the scum in 2018. It is still there. Hair clogs in drain have been there for more than a 
month. Green Slime is in the drains.□ 
Pool in Fairmont Park West, needs to be maintained by City. HOA is not able to continue the maintenance 

 
Apr 30 2019 Hire more senior citizens. 
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Apr 30 2019 i utilize the rec center swimming pool very often..it is crowded at times and needs better maintenance. 
Apr 29 2019 Check Id at Seabreeze Park! 
Apr 29 2019 

 
Apr 28 2019 

 
Apr 27 2019 

Seabreeze needs monitored. We have lost focus it was intended for residents and it has been discovered 
by Sylvan overflow people for free fishing. 
I think there should be a new and bigger fitness center. The current fitness center should be used for the 
seniors and the older members. 
I would like to see the pool stay open in Fairmont Park West and a playground upgraded with more 
equipment. There is a lot of room to expand in that open area and put more things in place 

 

Apr 27 2019 Great job 
Apr 27 2019 

 
Apr 26 2019 

 
 

Apr 26 2019 

For a city of our size we have an awful lot of parks. The budget for these facilities must be adequate to 
maintain and improve them over time. 
My dogs love to run around but we have to go all the way to Bay Area to go to that dog park because the 
one in La Porte is not good. It needs more shade, benches, level land, and more things for dogs than just a 
fountain. 
No effort to gauge how existing facilities are utilized by residents. For example, sidewalks by Bay Area 
Blvd destroyed by construction crews, Fairmont trail always flooded or filled with debris, bike paths poorly 
planned and not maintained properly. 

 

Apr 25 2019 
 

Apr 25 2019 
 
 

Apr 25 2019 

I enjoy Pecan Park for walking paths and Sylvan Beach for photography. Both are very clean. Sylvan has 
good security patrol. 
The bathrooms at the girls softball field!!!! We all dread going in there! It’s small, no air circulation and dark. 
It’s basically a dungeon that you have to convince your 4 year old that it isn’t haunted. Please! Any upgrade 
there would be AMAZING. Anything!!! 
My husband's biggest complaint about living in my hometown is that there are not enough trees.  It would 
be great if Parks and Rec could lead the way by adding trees where possible, and then if our council could 
encourage new businesses to maintain a certain level of "green" or tree coverage, that would give our city a 
more inviting appeal. I know you are wanting to know specifically for p&r, but I think someone on council 
really wanted this info to begin with, so I thought I'd pass along the suggestion. :) 
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Apr 25 2019 
 

We would love to see a golf cart trail along Spencer to access restaurants & all way down to Sylvan Beach 
to access all existing parks 

Apr 25 2019 More parking by the existing walking trails. 
Apr 25 2019 I spend a lot of time at the girls softball fields and have for over 20 years. They are better maintained now 

then ever! 
Apr 24 2019 Cameras and security around the parks would be great 
Apr 24 2019 

 
Apr 24 2019 

LaPorte has a model program for special needs residents. I applaude the recognition to expand programs 
to better meet the needs of participants and parents. 
The Parks and Recreation Department is doing an excellent job with the limited budget they have. My 
family thoroughly enjoys many of the city parks, pools and recreational activities. 

 

Apr 24 2019 
 
 
 
 
 

Apr 23 2019 
 
 
 

Apr 23 2019 

Pools should open by at least 10 am in the summer to accommodate families with small children. □ 
□ 
I’m not familiar with most parks in LaPorte. We live in brookglen and visit that park often. It is not a very 
attractive park. The large bushes by the road leading up to the park make it look more run down. □ 
□ 
The pool system is confusing. P St pool is the only one we go to and it was nasty last year. □ 
□ 
La Porte, from what I have seen, does not offer a beach volleyball court or disc golf, both popular at parks 
in surrounding areas. One of the basic struggles La Porte has is attracting families to live in La Porte. Too 
many are moving out because the city "does not offer much" for family entertainment. If family 
entertainment can be looked out when investing in future parks and renovation, that would be best. 
Love walking on the nature trails with my dogs. Need more trails around old LP. Similar to Seabrook around 
Todville Rd. 

Apr 23 2019 During certain months, there needs to be more spraying for mosquitos. 
Apr 23 2019 La Porte could benefit greatly from a 18-hole disc golf course. Many neighboring cities have them and the 

18-hole courses are always active. Please do what you can to save the playground and pool at Fairmont 
park west on rustic gate. 
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Apr 23 2019 
 
 

Apr 23 2019 

 
Make a waterproof card that adult residents can take to the wave or other outdoor pools. We don’t go 
because I don’t want to lose my drivers license or accidentally leave in the bag I took into the pool area. 
Also gives residents priority over non residents. 
Can there be a way the water shuts off at the dog park pond? Like a timer or something. People often 
forget to turn it off and then it floods the grass cause the dogs to get so muddy. 

Apr 23 2019 survey is too dang long 
Apr 23 2019 swimming is so important since we are located right next to the bay. I would love for my kids to be able to 

take swim lessons all year round. Currently I have to drive to webster to have them take swim lessons. The 
summer swim lessons need to have more times available. 

Apr 23 2019 need more city events, like outdoor concerts, etc... 
Apr 23 2019 It would be so wonderful if we could get a YMCA in LaPorte! 
Apr 23 2019 

 
 

Apr 23 2019 

For a town this size, we have 22 parks, which is well above the national average. La Porte does an 
excellent job of taking care of our parks. There may be room for more parks and green space, which is 
perfect for a family friendly city like La Porte. 
I was disappointed when I recently rented the Evelyn Kennedy center for a baby shower in Feb. No one 
showed up to let me at the designated time. I had to call several times before someone showed up (~45 
minutes late) to let us in. Meanwhile the ice cream for the shower melted, guests started showing up, and 
we only had 15 minutes to set up before the shower started. :( It was VERY stressful and VERY 
disappointing. No compensation was offered for the practically ruined event, other than we could stay an 
extra hour, which we did not because everyone already had plans to leave at the designated time. And the 
tables and chairs were in pretty rough shape--torn cushions, peeling trim, etc. 

Apr 23 2019 Fitness Center should be renovated and improved. Do NOT need an additional gym. 
Apr 23 2019 Would love to see more walking/biking trails and pond fishing opportunities 
Apr 23 2019 Our natural spaces are disappearing due to commercial development. This is driving people away from 

this city. Something needs to be done to protect the few wooded areas we have left. 
Apr 23 2019 Improve drainage at dog park and build a fenced dog beach 
Apr 23 2019 Thank You 
Apr 23 2019 I don’t know 
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Apr 23 2019 
 

We love our city parks. A few personal things our family would like. But I understand parks aren’t 
developed for individuals, but for the whole. We love what we have access to for our kids. 

Apr 23 2019 Finish the promised sidewalks. 
Apr 23 2019 None 
Apr 23 2019 N/a 
Apr 23 2019 

 
 

Apr 23 2019 

There isn't a place/facility in the city for teenagers to hang out. To many are left to roam around with 
nothing to do. Or they leave the city to spend money going to other facilities. La Porte could use a movie 
theater or something for entertainment geared toward older kids. 
Think bigger than ADA minimum standards regarding accessibility and inclusion of the disabled community. 
Consider manual and power chairs and other mobility aids as well as well as the safety, privacy and dignity 
of the disabled in your public restroom facilities. 

Apr 23 2019 None 
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Park Enhancement Summary Table 
 

 Community Parks Grand Total Cost 
Table C.1 Central Park and Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center  

Table C.2 Fairmont Park  
Table C.3 Little Cedar Bayou (LCB) Park  
Table C.4 Northwest Park  
Table C.5 Pecan Park  

Neighborhood Parks 
Table C.6 Bay Oaks Park  

 Brookglen Park No improvements 
Table C.7 Creekmont Park  

 Five Points Town Plaza No improvements 
Table C.8 Fourteenth Street Park  
Table C.9 Glen Meadows Park  
Table C.10 Dr. MLK Jr. Park and Jennie Riley Recreation Center / Charles Walker Annex 
Table C.11 Ohio Street Park  

 Pete Gilliam Park No improvements 
Table C.12 Pfeiffer Park  
Table C.13 Seabreeze Park  
Table C.14 Spenwick Park  
Table C.15 Tom Brown Park  
Table C.16 Woodfalls Park  

Pocket Parks (1 park) 
Table C.17 Pine Bluff Park (Pine Bluff Subdivision)  

Linear Parks (2 parks) 
 Little Cedar Bayou (LCB) Linear Park and Trail No improvements 
 ‘D’ Street Linear Park / Trail No improvements 

Special Use Parks / Facilities (5 parks/facilities) 
 Bay Forest Golf Course No improvements 
Table C.18 Heritage Park  

 La Porte Historic Colored School No improvements 
Table C.19 La Porte Recreation and Fitness Center and Norman L. Malone Senior Center 
Table C.20 Lomax Arena and Park  

 Special Programs Center No improvements 
 Sylvan Beach Fishing Pier No improvements 



 

 

Table C.1, Central Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Evelyn Kennedy Center Renovate center and replace floors - $40,000 tile, 
$5,000 painting, $6,000 lighting 

1 ls. $51,000 $51,000 

San Jacinto Pool Renovate swimming pool - price does not include 
filtration, shade structures or picnic benches 

1 ea. $630,000 $630,000 

Pool House Renovate building 1 ea. $585,000 $585,000 
Playground (2030) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 

fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $1,321,000 

 
Table C.2, Fairmont Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
LED field lights Replace four utility field lights with LED lights 4 ea. $5,000 $20,000 
Outdoor fitness equipment Install outdoor fitness equipment 1 ea. $50,000 $50,000 

Community Center Renovate center - $12,000 air conditioner, $3,000 
exterior paint, $3,000 replace wall at front roll 
up door 

1 ea. $18,000 $18,000 

Playground (2026) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Concession stand Renovate a 2,100 square foot concession stand 1 ea. $25,000 $25,000 
Scoreboards Remove scoreboards from four fields 4 ea. $2,500 $10,000 

Grand Total $178,000 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 

= Planned Improvements = Additional Improvements from public engagement process. 

Costs are for order of magnitude estimating purposes only and are subject to refinement and verification. Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would 
effect costs of construction (i.e., unknown subsurface conditions.) Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent upon final design of these facilities. 

sf: square feet      ea: each      sy: square yard      ls: lump sum      lf: linear  foot     ac: acre APPENDIX C PARK ENHANCEMENTS C.3
 



 

 

Table C.3, Little Cedar Bayou Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

LED field lights Replace 29 soccer and baseball field lights with 
LED lights 

29 ea. $5,000 $145,000 

Playground (2033) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Restroom New wave pool house with secured restroom 
access 

1 ea. $825,000 $825,000 

Parking Add 30 concrete parking spaces with drive 11,340 sf. $15 $170,100 
Park Master Plan Design Master plan design fee 1 ea. $300,000 $300,000 
Master Plan Implementation Park redevelopment fee 1 ea. $X $X 

Grand Total $1,495,100 

 
 

Table C.4, Northwest Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
LED field lights Replace 20 field lights with LED lights 20 ea. $5,000 $100,000* 
Inclusive playground (2021) Install new inclusive playground, includes play 

equipment, fall surface, edging and labor 
1 ea. $250,000 $250,000* 

Fence Replace chain link fence with new vinyl coated 
chain link fence 

1,760 lf. $30 $52,800 

Drainage Improve drainage issues in park 1 ea. $50,000 $50,000 
Grand Total $102,800 

* Improvements already funded and not included in ‘Grand Total’. 

 

 
Notes: 

= Planned Improvements = Additional Improvements from public engagement process. 

Costs are for order of magnitude estimating purposes only and are subject to refinement and verification. Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would 
effect costs of construction (i.e., unknown subsurface conditions.) Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent upon final design of these facilities. 

sf: square feet ea: each sy: square yard ls: lump sum lf: linear foot ac: acre 
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Table C.5, Pecan Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
Safety nets Remove and replace safety nets for fields #3-8 6 ea. $25,000 $150,000 
Park Master Plan Design Master plan design fee 1 ea. $500,000 $500,000 
Master Plan Implementation Park redevelopment fee 1 ea. $5,500,000 $5,500,000 

Grand Total $6,150,000 

 
Table C.6, Bay Oaks Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
Gazebo Renovate gazebo 1 ea. $10,000 $10,000 

Playground (2027) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Lights (at pavilion) Install 30-foot tall lights 4 ea. $1,500 $6,000 
Grand Total $71,000 

 
Table C.7, Creekmont Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
Basketball court Resurface 4,950 square foot basketball court 4,950 sf. $4 $19,800 
Wrought iron fence, 6' height Remove and replace wood split rail fence 2,020 lf. $55 $111,100 
Playground (2027) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 

fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $185,900 
 
 
 

Notes: 

= Planned Improvements = Additional Improvements from public engagement process. 

Costs are for order of magnitude estimating purposes only and are subject to refinement and verification. Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would 
effect costs of construction (i.e., unknown subsurface conditions.) Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent upon final design of these facilities. 

sf: square feet ea: each sy: square yard ls: lump sum lf: linear foot ac: acre 
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Table C.8, Fourteenth Street Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Playground (2021) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $55,000 

 
Table C.9, Glen Meadows Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Trail workout equipment Replace workout equipment with equipment 
similar to Fairmont Park 

1 ls $50,000 $50,000 

Playground (2030) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Parking Lot Build a 10-space concrete parking lot 3,780 sf. $15 $56,700 
Grand Total $161,700 

 
Table C.10, Dr. MLK, Jr. Park and Jennie Riley Recreation Center / Charles Walker Annex Magnitude of Costs 

 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Basketball pavilion $75,000 replace roof, $3,500 replace lighting, 
$15,000 refinish steel structure 

1 ls. $93,500 $93,500 

Playground (2031) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $148,500 
 
 

Notes: 

= Planned Improvements = Additional Improvements from public engagement process. 

Costs are for order of magnitude estimating purposes only and are subject to refinement and verification. Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would 
effect costs of construction (i.e., unknown subsurface conditions.) Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent upon final design of these facilities. 

sf: square feet ea: each sy: square yard ls: lump sum lf: linear foot ac: acre 

C.6 LA PORTE Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan 
 

DRAFT June 11, 2020 



 

 

Table C.11, Ohio Street Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Playground (2022) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $55,000 

 
Table C.12, Pfeiffer Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Item Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Playground (2024) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Picnic Shelters Remove and replace picnic shelters with 
matching furnishings 

4 ea. $5,000 $20,000 

Grand Total $75,000 

 
Table C.13, Seabreeze Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Item Descirption Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
Restroom sink bases Remove and replace restroom sink bases 1 ea. $5,000 $5,000 

Playground (2027) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $60,000 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 

= Planned Improvements = Additional Improvements from public engagement process. 

Costs are for order of magnitude estimating purposes only and are subject to refinement and verification. Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would 
effect costs of construction (i.e., unknown subsurface conditions.) Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent upon final design of these facilities. 

sf: square feet ea: each sy: square yard ls: lump sum lf: linear foot ac: acre 
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Table C.14, Spenwick Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Description Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Replace playground (2021) New playground, includes play equipment, fall 
surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $55,000 

 
Table C.15, Tom Brown Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Description Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Replace playground (2032) New playground, includes play equipment, fall 
surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $55,000 

 
Table C.16, Woodfalls Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Description Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Solar lights Replace existing lights in park with solar lights 
and add additional solar lights along trail 

13 ea. $1,400 $18,200 

Outdoor fitness equipment Install outdoor fitness equipment 1 ea. $50,000 $50,000 
Playground Install new playground, includes play equipment, 

fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $123,200 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 

= Planned Improvements = Additional Improvements from public engagement process. 

Costs are for order of magnitude estimating purposes only and are subject to refinement and verification. Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would 
effect costs of construction (i.e., unknown subsurface conditions.) Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent upon final design of these facilities. 

sf: square feet ea: each sy: square yard ls: lump sum lf: linear foot ac: acre 
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Table C.17, Pine Bluff Park Magnitude of Costs 
 

Description Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Picnic Table Remove and replace picnic table with matching 
furnishings 

3 ea. $3,500 $10,500 

Wood Fence Remove and replace wood fence with new wood 
fence and gate 

35 lf. $25 $875 

Grand Total $11,375 

 
Table C.18, Heritage Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Description Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 

Depot Repair foundation of depot building 
approximately 2,035 square feet 

1 ea. $20,350 $20,350 

Grand Total $20,350 

 
Table C.19, La Porte Recreation and Fitness Center and Norma L. Malone Senior Center Magnitude of Costs 

 

Description Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
Roof Install new roof on Recreation and Fitness Center    $230,000 

Grand Total $230,000 

 
Table C.20, Lomax Arena and Park Magnitude of Costs 

 

Description Description Quantity Unit* Unit Cost Total Cost 
Parking Resurface parking lot with asphalt 84,575 sf. $3 $253,725 

Playground (2032) Install new playground, includes play equipment, 
fall surface, edging, labor and removal of existing 
playground 

1 ea. $55,000 $55,000 

Grand Total $308,725 

Notes: 

= Planned Improvements = Additional Improvements from public engagement process. 

Costs are for order of magnitude estimating purposes only and are subject to refinement and verification. Unit pricing is based on average cost statewide and do not account for any site specific determinates that would 
effect costs of construction (i.e., unknown subsurface conditions.) Quantities are estimates only and the actual amount of work and/or materials are contingent upon final design of these facilities. 
sf: square feet ea: each sy: square yard ls: lump sum lf: linear foot ac: acre 
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FUNDING SOURCES 

National Park Service 

 Federal Lands to Parks  
The Federal Lands-to-Parks (FLP) enables states and local governments to 
establish park and recreation areas and adapt historic buildings for public 
uses. Through FLP, state and local agencies may acquire land and facilities 
once used for federal purposes at no cost to meet park and recreation 
needs. 
— Information about the program is available at: https://www.nps.gov/ 

ncrc/programs/flp/index.htm 
— Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): http://portal. 

hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/ 
communitydevelopment/programs 

— Entitlement Communities Grant: https://www.hudexchange.info/ 
programs/cdbg-entitlement/ 

— Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program: https://www.hudexchange.info/ 
programs/section-108/ 

 Land and Water Conservation Fund  
The Land and Water Conservation Fund was enacted in 1964 (Public 
Law 88-578) to “create and maintain a nationwide legacy of high quality 
recreation areas and facilities.” LWCF provides funding for: (1) land 
acquisition for federal land managing agencies; and (2) matching grants 
to state and local governments for planning (states only), acquisition and 
development of park and recreation areas and resource based facilities. 
Specifics for federal land acquisition projects are determined each fiscal 
year by Congress and the Administration. Of the amounts appropriated in 
any given fiscal year for the state grants program, 40 percent is divided 
equally between states and 60 percent is allocated to the states by a 
population/need-based formula. 

All state and local grants require at least a 50 percent match by the non- 
federal partner. The grantee assumes all operation and maintenance costs 
in perpetuity. 
— Website: https://www.lwcfcoalition.com/lwcf-programs. 

 Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance  
The RTCA program offers local groups staff assistance and consultations 
for locally led conservation projects. Projects may include developing trails 
and greenways or protecting rivers and open space. Regional RTCA offices 
provide application information and assistance. 
— A list of regional office contacts is available at: http://www.nps.gov/ 

ncrc/programs/rtca/contactus/cu_offices.html 
— Information about the program is available at: https://www.nps.gov/ 

orgs/rtca/index.htm 
— Community Assistance in Conservation and Outdoor Recreation: https:// 

www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/apply.htm 

 Urban Park and Recreation Recovery Program  
The Urban Park and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) program - https://www. 
nps.gov/ncrc/programs/uprr/ - was authorized in November 1978 by Public 
Law 95-625, providing direct federal matching assistance to cities and 
urban counties for rehabilitation of existing recreation facilities. The law 
encourages systematic local planning and commitment to continuing 
operation and maintenance of recreation programs, sites, and facilities. 
Project proposals are submitted to the appropriate National Park Service 
Regional Office by eligible local units of government (selected cities and 
urban counties). Grants are awarded on a nationally competitive basis with 
regional offices having the primary responsibility for monitoring progress 
and post-completion requirements. 
Three types of grants have been available through the UPARR program: 
— Rehabilitation Grants: provide capital funding to renovate or redesign 

existing close-to-home recreation facilities. 

http://www.nps.gov/
http://portal/
http://www.hudexchange.info/
http://www.hudexchange.info/
http://www.hudexchange.info/
http://www.hudexchange.info/
http://www.lwcfcoalition.com/lwcf-programs
http://www.lwcfcoalition.com/lwcf-programs
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/apply.htm
http://www/
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— Innovation Grants: usually involve more modest amounts of funding 

aimed to support specific activities that either increase recreation 
programs or improve the efficiency of the local government to operate 
existing programs. 

— Planning Grants: provided funds for the development of a Recovery 
Action Program plan. 

 
U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway 
Administration 

 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program  
The purpose of the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement 
program (CMAQ) is to realign the focus of transportation planning toward a 
more inclusive, environmentally sensitive, and multi-modal approach. The 
CMAQ program provides funding for programs and projects in air quality 
non-attainment and maintenance for ozone, carbon monoxide (CO), and 
small particulate matter (PM-10), which reduces transportation related 
emissions. Grants are provided through a reimbursement process that 
varies state by state. In general, however, a sponsor would submit expenses 
to the state department of transportation, which would then reimburse at 
80 percent of the project cost. 
— Applications and information about CMAQ grants are available at: 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/ 

 Recreational Trails Program  
The Recreational Trails Program, also authorized by TEA-21, provides 
funds to develop and maintain recreational trails for motorized and non- 
motorized recreational trail users. Eligible project categories as defined 
in the act are: maintenance and restoration of existing recreational trails; 
development and rehabilitation of trailside and trailhead facilities and 
trail linkages; purchase and lease of recreational trail construction and 
maintenance equipment; construction of new recreational trails (with 
restrictions on new trails on Federal land); acquisition of easements 

or property for recreational trails or recreational trail corridors; state 
administrative costs related to program administration (up to 7 percent 
of a state’s funds); and operation of educational programs to promote 
safety and environmental protection as these objectives relate to the use 
of recreational trails (up to 5 percent of a state’s funds). Each state has its 
own procedures and timelines to solicit, select, and fund Recreational Trails 
projects. 
— For more information about project funding contact your State Trail 

Administrator. For a list of administrators go to: https://www.fhwa.dot. 
gov/environment/recreational_trails/rtpstate.cfm 

— Surface Transportation Block Grant Program Website: http://www.fhwa. 
dot.gov/specialfunding/stp/160307.cfm#c 

 Transportation Enhancements  
Transportation Enhancements (TE) activities are federally funded, 
community-based projects that expand travel choices and enhance the 
transportation experience by improving the cultural, historic, aesthetic 
and environmental aspects of our transportation infrastructure. TE 
projects must be one of 12 eligible activities and must relate to surface 
transportation. 
For example, projects can include creation of bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities, streetscape improvements, refurbishment of historic 
transportation facilities, and other investments that enhance communities 
and access. The federal government provides funding for TE projects 
through our nation’s surface transportation legislation. 
— Applications and information about Transportation Enhancement grants 

are available at: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/Environment/transportation_ 
enhancements/ 

— Transportation Enhancement Activities Apportionments, Rescissions, 
and Obligations Website: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/ 
transportation_enhancements/funding/ 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/
http://www.fhwa.dot/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/Environment/transportation_
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/
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Transportation Enhancement (TE) funds are apportioned to the States 
by formula, based on amounts made available from the Surface 
Transportation Program (STP) under 23 U.S.C. 104(b)(3), which includes 
several adjustments, such as adjustments for metropolitan planning, open 
container and driving while intoxicated laws, highway safety, and safety 
belt and motorcycle helmet laws. 
FY 2013 and following: No new TE apportionments, but TE funds remained 
available through FY 2015. Some States may have residual TE funds 
available if TE funds did not lapse. 

 

Coast GUARD 

 Recreational Boating Safety  
The RBS grant program provides funding to assist states with program 
administration, law enforcement and search and rescue capability, boater 
education, vessel numbering and titling systems, aids to navigation, and 
public boating access sites. Allowable uses of the RBS Program funds 
include a wide spectrum of activities that fall into six broad categories – 
program administration, law enforcement and search and rescue capability, 
boater education, vessel numbering and titling systems, aids to navigation, 
and public boating access sites. States with approved boating safety 
programs that meet the participation requirements are eligible. In 2020, 
Texas received $3,843,679 as a grant. 
— Website: http://www.uscgboating.org/grants/state-grants-rbs-program. 

php 

 AmeriCorps  
AmeriCorps seeks to strengthen communities through projects that address 
education, public safety, the environment, and other unmet human needs. 
— Website: https://www.nationalservice.gov/grants-funding/funding- 

resources 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
 

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) offers funds for meals and snacks 
for children in low-income areas during after-school and summer hours. 
Through the Child and Adult Care Food Program, USDA administers 
Afterschool Snacks, a program that offers reimbursement for snacks 
to after-school care program providers. For eligibility, the after-school 
programs must offer educational or enrichment activities in an organized, 
structured, and supervised environment after school, on weekends or 
holidays during the school year. The organization will be reimbursed at 
the highest level, currently 55 cents a snack per child per day. For more 
information, go to: https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp 

 Summer Food Service Program  
The USDA Food and Nutrition Service administers a Summer Food Service 
Program that provides free meals to children throughout the summer 
months when school is not in session. Approved sponsors, including school 
districts, park agencies, nonprofit organizations, and camps, organize the 
program and provide the meals to a group of children (18 or under) at a 
central site(s). Children can receive either one or two reimbursable meals 
each day. 
— Website:: https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-food-service-program 

 Share Our Strength  
Share Our Strength® is a national nonprofit agency that is working towards 
ending childhood hunger in America - https://www.shareourstrength. 
org/about. Share Our Strength® provides grants to local community 
organizations all across the country who work successfully to fight 
childhood hunger. Their After-School and Summer Feeding Program 
grants support efforts that provide more eligible kids with healthy food 
through these programs. Share Our Strength is especially interested in 
increasing participation in meal programs that utilize USDA reimbursement 
through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), National School Lunch 

http://www.uscgboating.org/grants/state-grants-rbs-program
http://www.nationalservice.gov/grants-funding/funding-
http://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-food-service-program
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Program (NSLP), or Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP). Nonprofit 
organizations that work to increase the number of children that receive 
nutritious after-school and summer meals may be eligible to apply for 
funds raised through Share Our Strength®. 

 

READING AND LITERACY RELATED 

 ALSC/BWI Summer Reading Program Grant  
The American Library Association offers the ALSC/BWI Summer Reading 
Program grant to members of the ALA. This grant gives money to help 
implement a summer reading program at a public library. The applicant 
must be a member of the ALA as well as the Association for Library 
Services to Children. The grant committee is looking for ideas that will 
appeal to all children and also help those with disabilities. The committee 
will look for a theme and a plan to implement the program successfully in 
your library system. 
— Website: http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/bakertaylor 

 Dollar General Literacy Foundation  
Dollar General will provide grants for summer reading programs. The grant 
amounts will be up to $3,000. The program needs to be aimed for students 
in pre-K up to seniors in high school. Additionally, the program should 
have specific measures in place that will help kids who are behind on their 
reading skills or who have learning disabilities. In order to qualify for a 
grant, you must have a Dollar General store in your state. 
— Website: https://www.dgliteracy.org/grant-programs/ 

USDA U.S. Forest Service 

 Urban and Community Forestry  
The Urban and Community Forestry program assists state forestry agencies, 
local and tribal governments, and private sector entities improve natural 
resource management of trees and forests in urban areas and community 

settings. The program encourages and facilitates the active involvement 
of volunteers in the management and protection of their community’s 
natural resources. The program also analyzes, develops, disseminates, 
and demonstrates scientific information about protecting, managing, and 
maintaining community forest resources. States are encouraged to offer 
competitive grants that involve partnerships with local governments, non- 
profit organizations, and the private sector for the purpose of establishing 
effective community forestry programs. 

— Website:  http://www.na.fs.fed.us/urban/ 
— 2017 U.S. Forest Service National Urban and Community Forestry 

Challenge Cost Share Grant Program: https://www.fs.usda.gov/ 
managing-land/urban-forests/ucf/2020-nufrigp 

 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

 Conservation Technical Assistance  
The purpose of the program is to assist land-users, communities, units of 
state and local government, and other federal agencies in planning and 
implementing conservation systems. The purpose of the conservation 
systems are to reduce erosion, improve soil and water quality, improve 
and conserve wetlands, enhance fish and wildlife habitat, improve air 
quality, improve pasture and range condition, reduce upstream flooding, 
and improve woodlands. The program is also used as a means to collect, 
analyze, interpret, display, and disseminate information about the condition 
and trends of the Nation’s soil and other natural resources so that people 
can make good decisions about resource use and about public policies 
for resource conservation. Information collected through the program is 
used to develop effective science-based technologies for natural resource 
assessment, management, and conservation. 
— Website: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cta/ 
— Technical assistance is provided at the state level by State 

Conservationists. Contact information for Texas State Conservationists is 
available at: https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/tx/home/ 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/profawards/bakertaylor
http://www.dgliteracy.org/grant-programs/
http://www.dgliteracy.org/grant-programs/
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/urban/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cta/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/tx/home/
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The categories of each Conservation Activity Plan are as follows: 
— CAP 102 - Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) 
— CAP 104 - Nutrient Management Plan 
— CAP 106 - Forest Management Plan 
— CAP 108 - Feed Management Plan 
— CAP 110 - Grazing Management Plan 
— CAP 112 - Prescribed Burning Plan 
— CAP 114 - Integrated Pest Management Plan 
— CAP 118 - Irrigation Water Management Plan 
— CAP 128 - Agricultural Energy Management Plan (AgEMP) 
— CAP 130 - Drainage Water Management Plan 
— CAP 138 - Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition (CPSOT) 
— CAP 142 - Fish & Wildlife Habitat Plan 
— CAP 146 - Pollinator Habitat Plan 
— CAP 154 - Integrated Pest Management - Herbicide Resistance Weeds 
For more information: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/ 
national/programs/technical/tsp/?cid=stelprdb1046838 

 Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D)  
The purpose of the Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) 
program is to accelerate the conservation, development and utilization of 
natural resources, improve economic activity, and enhance the environment 
and standard of living in authorized RC&D areas. Information about 
the Resource Conservation and Development Program is available at: 
http://narcdc.org/index.html. The program assists state, tribal and local 
units of government and local non-profit organizations in rural areas 
to plan, develop, and carry out programs for resource conservation and 
development. Current program objectives focus on improved quality of 
life, achieved through natural resources conservation and community 
development; sustainable communities; practical use and the management 
and conservation of natural resources. The program also establishes 
or improves coordination systems in rural areas by assisting RC&D 
coordinators, who assist local area councils. These coordinators help 

the area councils develop plans and proposals to compete for financial 
assistance from other federal, state and private sources. 
A list of local Resource Development Conservation Councils is available at: 
http://narcdc.org/our-members.html 
Authorized RC&D areas are locally sponsored areas designated by the 
Secretary of Agriculture for RC&D technical and financial assistance 
program funds. The Natural Resources Conservation Service can provide 
grants for land conservation, water management, community development, 
and environmental needs in authorized RC&D areas. 

 

Department of Education (DOE) 

 21st Century Community Learning Centers  
The 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program was first authorized 
by Congress [Part I, Title X (20 USC 8241) of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act] “to award grants to rural and inner-city public schools, or 
consortia of such schools, to plan, implement, or expand projects that 
address the education, health, social services, cultural and recreational 
needs of the community.” To apply for 21st CCLC funds, applicants must 
contact their state educational agency for information on applications and 
deadlines. 
— For a list of state contacts, go to: https://www2.ed.gov/ 

programs/21stcclc/contacts.html 
— More information on the program, including application materials, 

helpful resources, and examples of successful applications, can be found 
on the 21st Century Community Learning Centers website at: https:// 
www2.ed.gov/programs/21stcclc/applicant.html 

— Information about TEA grants can be found at: http://tea.texas.gov/ 
grants/ 

— Grant Applications: http://tea4avoswald.tea.state.tx.us/ 
GrantOpportunities/forms/GrantProgramSearch.aspx 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/
http://narcdc.org/index.html
http://narcdc.org/our-members.html
http://tea.texas.gov/
http://tea4avoswald.tea.state.tx.us/
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DOE Department of special Education and 
Rehabilitation Services 

 Special Recreation Program  
This program assists development of recreation and related services 
for individuals with disabilities to aid their employment, mobility, 
independence, socialization, and community integration. Projects must 
provide recreational activities for individuals with disabilities in settings 
with peers without disabilities when possible and appropriate. The 
program awards discretionary grants on a competitive basis to states, 
public agencies, and nonprofit private organizations, including institutions 
of higher education. 
— Website: http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/rsa/programs.html 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
Administration for Children and Families 

 Child Care and Development Fund  
Grants for child care programs that serve children under the age 13 (or, 
at the option of the grantee, up to age 19, if disabled or under court 
supervision) who reside with a family whose income does not exceed 
85 percent of the State median income for a family of the same size, 
and who reside with a parent (or parents) who is working or attending 
job training or educational program; or are in need of, or are receiving 
protective services. This grant is coordinated by a designated “lead agency” 
in each state that submits a two-year plan to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services (HHS). Agencies seeking CCDBG funds are encouraged to 
communicate with the Regional Administrators. 
— Website: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data 

 Community Services Block Grant  
This grant is intended to provide assistance to states and local 
communities, working through a network of community action agencies 
and other neighborhood-based organizations, for the reduction of poverty, 
the revitalization of low-income communities, and the empowerment of 
low-income families and individuals in rural and urban areas to become 
fully self-sufficient. Each fiscal year, each state is required to submit an 
application to the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS). The Chief 
Executive Officer of each state is also required to designate a lead agency 
to prepare and submit a plan to the Secretary of HHS. Public entities, 
including recreation and parks, can be partners in this block grant program. 
— Website: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/csbg 

 Head Start and Early Head Start  
Early Head Start (EHS) has a triple mission. It aims to promote healthy 
prenatal outcomes, enhance the development of infants and toddlers, 
and promote healthy family functioning. Head Start is designed to foster 
healthy development in low-income children. Grants for the operation of 
Head Start and Early Head Start programs may be awarded to either public 
or private, for profit or nonprofit organizations, or public school systems. 

— Website: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ohs 
— Grant announcements can be found at: https://ami.grantsolutions.gov/ 
— To see all grant announcements: http://www.grants.gov/search-grants. 

html?fundingCategories%3DED%7CEducation 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/rsa/programs.html
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/ocs/programs/csbg
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/ohs
http://www.grants.gov/search-grants
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HHS Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) 

 
 

The Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children and 
Their Families Program provides federal funds through grants to States, 
communities, and Native American tribes to develop and implement 
systems of care programs. The Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) 
administers 6-year Federal grants to implement, enhance, and evaluate 
local systems of care. Grantees are required to match Federal dollars with 
local and State monies. These grants to States, communities, and Native 
American tribes support a broad array of services designed to meet the 
multiple and changing needs of children and adolescents with serious 
emotional disturbances and their families. They coordinate systems of care 
by developing partnerships with mental health, child welfare, education, 
juvenile justice, and other local, public and private agencies, including park 
and recreation agencies. Public park and recreation agencies can contract 
with grantees for services. 
— Find out if there is a grantee in your community, search at https://store. 

samhsa.gov/product/The-Comprehensive-Community-Mental-Health- 
Services-for-Children-with-Serious-Emotional-Disturbances/PEP18- 
CMHI2016. 

— Website: https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements-2020 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
 

CDC supports a variety of programs to improve the nation’s health by 
preventing chronic diseases and their risk factors. The CDC gives states 
guidelines, recommendations, and resources, helping state health and 

education agencies promote healthy behaviors. Park and recreation 
agencies can contract with public health and education agencies to provide 
these services. 
— Website: https://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/programs-impact/index. 

htm 

 Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant  
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention provides flexible funding 
through the Preventive Health and Health Services Block Grant provides 
all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 2 American Indian tribes, and 8 
US territories with funding to address their unique public health needs 
in innovative and locally defined ways. This program gives grantees the 
flexibility to use funds to respond rapidly to emerging health issues and to 
fill funding gaps in programs that deal with leading causes of death and 
disability. 
— Website:  http://www.cdc.gov/phhsblockgrant/ 
— To see all available grants: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search- 

grants.html 
 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) 

 Community Development Block Grant Entitlement Programs  
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program awards grants 
to entitlement community grantees to carry out a wide range of community 
development activities directed toward revitalizing neighborhoods, 
economic development, and providing improved community facilities and 
services. HUD awards CDBG funds directly to metropolitan cities and urban 
counties (entitlement communities), or to states for distribution to non- 
entitlement communities. Any activity undertaken using CDBG funds must 
benefit low and moderate-income persons, prevent or eliminate slums or 
blight or address conditions that present a serious and immediate threat 

Exemplary State Programs to Prevent Chronic Disease and 
Promote Health 

Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for 
Children Program 

http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements-2020
http://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/programs-impact/index
http://www.cdc.gov/phhsblockgrant/
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-
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to the health and safety of the community. Brownfields redevelopment and 
public recreation activities (especially for children) are eligible, but must 
be incorporated into local government priorities through the community’s 
Consolidated Plan and annual action plan. Eligible entities include cities 
or urban counties. There are field offices in most states, cities or urban 
counties that accept these applications. There is also a state program that 
handles smaller communities. Each urban area is allocated a formula- 
derived amount of funds and must submit a consolidated plan to the field 
office. 
— Website: https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg-entitlement/ 

 HUD User Mapping Applications  
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD’s) Office 
of Policy Development and Research (PD&R) supports the Department’s 
efforts to help create cohesive, economically healthy communities. 
PD&R is responsible for maintaining current information on housing needs, 
market conditions, and existing programs, as well as conducting research 
on priority housing and community development issues. The Office provides 
reliable and objective data and analysis to help inform policy decisions. 
PD&R is committed to involving a greater diversity of perspectives, 
methods, and researchers in HUD research. 
In 1978, PD&R established HUD User an information source for housing 
and community development researchers, academics, policymakers, and the 
American public. HUD User is the primary source for federal government 
reports and information on housing policy and programs, building 
technology, economic development, urban planning, and other housing- 
related topics. HUD User also creates and distributes a wide variety of 
useful information products and services. 
— Website: https://www.huduser.gov/portal/mapping-applications.html 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 Aquatic Resource Education  
The Aquatic Resource Education Program helps people understand, enjoy 
and conserve the aquatic natural resources of the nation. States have the 
option of using up to 15 percent of their annual Sport Fish Restoration 
apportionment for aquatic resource education programs and outreach and 
communications projects. The Sport Fish Restoration Program, created in 
1950, provides funding for fish management, conservation, restoration, 
aquatic education, and boating access. The program is funded by a 10 
percent Federal excise tax on fishing rods, reels, creels, lures, flies and 
artificial baits and a 3 percent tax on electronic fishing motors and sonar 
fish finders; duties on imported fishing tackle, pleasure boats and yachts; 
and a portion of the Federal fuel tax receipts from motorboats and small 
gasoline engines. The funds are apportioned annually to the states and 
territories by the Department of the Interior on the basis of formulas set 
forth in the Act. Apportionments are determined for each state by land area 
and number of fishing license owners. All funds are disseminated through 
State Fish and Wildlife Departments. 
— Website: https://www.fws.gov/wsfrprograms/Subpages/GrantPrograms/ 

AquaticEd/AE.htm 
— Apply for grants by contacting the specific WSFR Office: https://www. 

fws.gov/southwest/index.html 

 National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grants Program  
The National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grants Program is authorized 
by the Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to grant funds 
to coastal states to carry out coastal wetlands conservation projects. 
Participants in the program include state, county, and municipal 
governments as well as non-government partners. Project review and 
selection are conducted by the Federal Aid Office and other Divisions in 
each Region and by a cross-program review in the Washington Office, led 
by the Division of Fish and Wildlife Management Assistance and Habitat 

http://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg-entitlement/
http://www.hudexchange.info/programs/cdbg-entitlement/
http://www.huduser.gov/portal/mapping-applications.html
http://www.fws.gov/wsfrprograms/Subpages/GrantPrograms/
http://www/
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Restoration. All Coastal States (except Louisiana) and the Trust Territories 
are eligible to submit project proposals to the appropriate Service Regional 
Office annually. Funds are made available by allocating 18 percent of the 
Sport Fish Restoration Account or 100 percent of the excise tax on small 
engine fuels - whichever is greater. Up to $15 million is available annually. 

— Website: https://www.fws.gov/coastal/CoastalGrants/index.html 
— 2021 Grant Opportunity: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view- 

opportunity.html?oppId=324653 

 Sport Fish Restoration Program  
The Sport Fish Restoration Act, approved by Congress on August 9, 1950, 
provides funding for fish management, conservation, and restoration. The 
program is funded by a 10 percent Federal excise tax on fishing rods, reels, 
creels, lures, flies and artificial baits and a 3 percent tax on electronic 
fishing motors and sonar fish finders. The funds are apportioned annually 
to the states and territories (except Puerto Rico) by the Department of 
the Interior on the basis of formulas set forth in the Act. Apportionments 
are determined for each state by land area and number of fishing license 
owners. All funds are disseminated through State Fish and Wildlife 
Departments. 
— Website: https://www.fws.gov/wsfrprograms/Subpages/GrantPrograms/ 

SFR/SFR.htm 
— Apply for grants by contacting the specific WSFR Office: https://www. 

fws.gov/southwest/index.html 

 Wildlife  Restoration Program  
The Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Program provides funding 
for wildlife conservation projects, wildlife conservation education, and 
wildlife-associated recreation activities. The program benefits the diverse 
array of wildlife and associated habitat, including species that are not 
hunted or fished, to fulfill the unmet needs of wildlife. State Fish and 
Wildlife Departments with a comprehensive plan approved by the Secretary 

of the Interior can participate in the program. Local and state agencies 
are encouraged to partner with their state Fish and Wildlife Departments. 
Contact your state Fish and Wildlife Department for more information on 
project eligibility. 
— Website: https://wsfrprograms.fws.gov/subpages/grantprograms/wr/ 

wr.htm 
— Apply for grants by contacting the specific WSFR Office: https://www. 

fws.gov/southwest/index.html 

 Wildlife Restoration Act  
Approved by Congress on September 2, 1937, the Act provides funding 
for the selection, restoration, rehabilitation and improvement of wildlife 
habitat, wildlife management research and the distribution of information 
produced by the projects. Congress amended the Act on October 23, 1970, 
to include funding for hunter training programs and the development, 
operation and maintenance of public target ranges. Funds are derived 
from an 11 percent Federal excise tax on handguns. Funds are also 
collected from a 12.4 percent tax on archery equipment. A certain amount 
of funds (section 4) must be used on hunter education before additional 
funds (section 10) can be attained. The section 10 funds can be used for 
additional hunter education programs or for wildlife restoration. These 
funds are apportioned each year to the states and territories (except Puerto 
Rico) by the Department of the Interior on the basis of formulas set forth 
in the Act. Apportionments are determined for each state by land area and 
number of hunting license owners. All funds are disseminated through 
State Fish and Wildlife Departments. 
— Website: https://www.fws.gov/wsfrprograms/subpages/grantprograms/ 

WR/WR_Act.htm 

http://www.fws.gov/coastal/CoastalGrants/index.html
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
http://www.fws.gov/wsfrprograms/Subpages/GrantPrograms/
http://www/
http://www/
http://www.fws.gov/wsfrprograms/subpages/grantprograms/
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Title V Incentive Grants for Local Delinquency Prevention 
Programs 

 

Department of Justice 
 

The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) requests 
applications for programs to address the problems of delinquency 
prevention, within communities that experience high crime rates. Each 
state receives block grants to distribute to local delinquency prevention 
programs; public recreation agencies are eligible to apply. Each state has 
either a designated Title V Coordinator or Juvenile Justice Specialist who 
oversees the Title V grant program in that state. The Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) annually requests applications 
for programs to address the youth gang problem and one new evaluation 
program under its Gang-Free Schools and Communities Initiative. Once the 
program is announced each year, an application kit can be found on the 
website of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Prevention. 

— Website: https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/ 
— For grant opportunities: https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/funding/current 

 Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Communities  
The Drug-Free Communities Program is designed to strengthen 
community-based coalition efforts to reduce youth substance abuse. 
Currently, there are 307 Drug-Free Communities Support Program awards. 
The grants enable coalitions to design substance abuse initiatives that 
target the illegal use or abuse of a range of drugs, such as narcotics, 
depressants, stimulants, hallucinogens, cannabis, inhalants, alcohol, 
tobacco, or other related products that are prohibited by Federal, State, or 
local law. 
— Website: https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh176/files/pubs/gun_ 

violence/sect08-i.html 
— For grant opportunities: https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/funding/current 

 Weed and Seed  
Operation Weed and Seed aims to prevent, control, and reduce violent 
crime, drug abuse, and gang activity in targeted high-crime neighborhoods 
across the country. Law enforcement agencies and prosecutors cooperate 
in “weeding out” criminals who participate in violent crime and drug abuse. 
“Seeding” brings social and community services to the area, including 
SafeHavens for young people and economic development. Park and 
recreation departments that provide neighborhood restoration services, 
or prevention, intervention, or treatment for offenders may be eligible for 
funding. Potential sites must first gain “official recognition” from the EOWS. 
To do this they must develop a local strategy and plan for addressing 
crime consistent with Weed and Seed goals. The Office of Justice Programs 
suggests that each program have a coordinator. 
— Website: https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh176/files/pubs/gun_ 

violence/sect08-e.html 
— For grant opportunities: https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/funding/current 

 

U.S. Department of Labor 

 Young Adult Reentry Partnership  
The purpose of this program is to partner organizations that provide 
reentry services with community colleges to provide education and training 
services to improve the employment outcomes for young adults involved 
in the criminal justice system. These projects ensure that young adults 
transitioning from the criminal justice system are prepared to meet the 
needs of their local labor markets with the skills required by employers. 
Applicants must establish a partnership with the criminal justice system. In 
addition, applicants must also establish partnerships through their sub- 
grantees with community colleges that have designed their courses and 
career pathways/guided pathways program curricula to ensure relevance to 
the needs of local industries and jobs. 
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Young adults served under this grant are between the ages of 18 and 24 
and currently or previously have been involved in the juvenile or adult 
criminal justice system or are high school dropouts, are low-income as 
defined under WIOA, and either reside in or are returning to the targeted 
geographic area. 
— For grant opportunity: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view- 

opportunity.html?oppId=325079 

 Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Youth Formula Program  
The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) authorizes funds 
to state and local communities to support workforce training and related 
activities for youth who are 14-24, low income, basic skills deficient, a 
school dropout, homeless, a parent or parenting, offender, or individuals 
including disabled youth that require additional assistance to complete 
educational program or hold employment. Local workforce investment 
boards (WIBs) must provide the following services to eligible youth: 
tutoring, study skills training, dropout prevention strategies, alternative 
secondary school services, summer employment opportunities, paid and 
unpaid work experiences, and occupational skill training. Under WIA, each 
local WIB must establish a Youth Council to develop, implement, and 
oversee strategic plans for providing these programs and enhancing youth 
connections to One-Stops. 
— Website: https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/youth/wioa-formula 

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilots  
The Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilots (BADP) are designed 
to empower states, local governments and communities in economic 
and environmental redevelopment to work together in a timely manner 
to prevent, assess, and safely cleanup brownfields to promote their 
sustainable reuse. The brownfields assessment pilots fund up to $200,000 

over a two-year period. These funds bring together community groups, 
investors, lenders, developers, and other affected parties to address site 
assessment and cleanup planning issues, such as green space. Acceptable 
green space redevelopment includes: parks, playgrounds, trails, gardens, 
habitat restoration, open space, and/or green space preservation. BADP are 
administered on a competitive basis and selected by evaluation panels 
consisting of EPA Regional and Headquarters staff and other federal agency 
representatives. Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact and meet 
with their EPA Regional Brownfields Representative (RBR) early in the 
process of preparing a proposal. 

— Website: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields 
— A list of RBR’s and contact information can be found at: https://www. 

epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-contacts-epa-regional-offices 

Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund Pilots  
The Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund (BCRLF) program allows 
states, local governments and Indian tribes to receive loan funds for 
environmental cleanup of brownfields. The BCRLF can provide up to 
$1,000,000 over five years for each pilot. The purpose of the program 
is to enable states, local governments, and Indian tribes to make low 
interest loans to facilitate the cleanup and redevelopment of brownfields 
properties. 

— Website: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields 
— A list of RBR’s and contact information can be found at: https://www. 

epa.gov/brownfields/brownfields-contacts-epa-regional-offices 
— Information about the program and eligible sites is available at: https:// 

www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-brownfields-grant-funding 

 Children’s Environmental Health and Disease Prevention  
The EPA offers this grant program to enhance public outreach and 
communication; assist families in evaluating risks to children and in 
making informed consumer choices; build partnerships that increase 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-
http://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/youth/wioa-formula
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields
http://www/
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields
http://www/
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-brownfields-grant-funding
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a community’s long-term capacity to advance protection of children’s 
environmental health and safety; leverage private and public investments 
to enhance environmental quality by enabling community efforts to 
continue past EPA’s ability to provide assistance to communities; and 
to promote protection of children from environmental threats. Eligible 
applicants include community groups, public nonprofit institutions/ 
organizations, tribal governments, specialized groups, profit organizations, 
private nonprofit institutions/ organizations, municipal and local 
governments. 
— Website: https://www.epa.gov/research-grants/niehsepa-childrens- 

environmental-health-and-disease-prevention-research-centers 

 Environmental Education Grants Program  
The EPA Environmental grant program supports environmental education 
projects that enhance the public’s awareness, knowledge, and skills to 
make informed and responsible decisions that affect environmental 
quality. The program provides financial support for projects that design, 
demonstrate, or disseminate environmental education practices, 
methods, or techniques. The EPA awards over 200 grants each year worth 
between $2-3 million. Grants of $25,000 or less are awarded in EPA’s ten 
regional offices, and grants of more than $25,000 are awarded at EPA 
Headquarters. Each year, EPA’s Office of Environmental Education releases 
a solicitation notice in the Federal Register that provides instructions 
for obtaining a grant. Educational agencies at the state, local and tribal 
level, state environmental agencies, college and universities, not-for-profit 
organizations, and noncommercial educational broadcasting entities are 
eligible to apply. Individuals are not eligible to apply. Although government 
agencies cannot apply directly, they are encouraged to work with other 
entities on developing and implementing environmental education 
programs. 
— Website: https://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee- 

grants 

Environmental Justice Small Grants Program  
Since its inception in 1994, the Environmental Justice Small Grants 
Program has awarded more than $28 million in funding to over 1400 
community-based organizations, and local and tribal organizations working 
with communities facing environmental justice issues. 
The Environmental Justice Small Grants Program supports and empowers 
communities working on solutions to local environmental and public 
health issues. The program is designed to help communities understand 
and address exposure to multiple environmental harms and risks. 
Environmental Justice Small Grants fund projects up to $30,000, depending 
on the availability of funds in a given year. All projects are associated with 
at least one qualified environmental statute.. 
— Website: https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental- 

justice-small-grants-program 

 Technical Assistance Grants Program  
This EPA program seeks to provide financial assistance to States, Local 
agencies, and Indian Tribes for chemical accident prevention activities that 
relate to the Risk Management Program under the Clean Air Act Section 
112(r). Additionally, through this program the EPA provides financial 
assistance to Tribes for chemical emergency planning, and community 
right-to-know programs, which are established to prevent or eliminate 
unreasonable risk to the health and environment of communities within 
the State. Eligible applicants include States, Local agencies in the District 
of Columbia, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Island, Northern Mariana Islands, and 
Federally Recognized Indian Tribes. Recipients must match 25 percent of 
the grant funds (including in-kind services). 
— Website: https://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-grant- 

tag-program 

http://www.epa.gov/research-grants/niehsepa-childrens-
http://www.epa.gov/education/environmental-education-ee-
http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-grant-
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/technical-assistance-grant-
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National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grants for 
Conservation Projects 

 

FOUNDATION AND FEDERAL GRANTS 

 Built to Play Skatepark Program  
The principal focus of Built to Play Skatepark Grants is to encourage 
and facilitate the design, development, and construction of new quality 
skateboard parks and facilities, located in eligible communities in the 16 
counties served by the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation. Skatepark projects 
in communities outside this service area or those seeking funds for 
anything other than the construction of a skateboard park may not apply 
for a Built to Play Skatepark Grant. Built to Play-funded skatepark projects 
must also incorporate processes and design features that minimize the 
environmental impact of the skatepark. 
The Built to Play Skatepark Grant Program provides matching funds 
up to $250,000 for the construction of public skateparks in eligible 
communities within the 16-county service area. Grant recipients will need 
to independently raise the matching amount. An additional $50,000 will be 
added to each grant to fund processes and skatepark-design features that 
minimize the skatepark’s environmental impact (for a total grant of up to 
$300,000). 
— Website: https://tonyhawkfoundation.org/builttoplay/ 

 Aetna  Foundation Community Grants Program  
These grants are for improving the quality of life in communities in which 
the company works by addressing critical social issues aligned with the 
foundation’s philanthropic focus areas. The foundation will consider 
applications for sponsorship of fundraising events such as galas and walks; 
outreach activities (e.g., health fairs); and other community-based health 
and wellness initiatives that are aligned with our priorities. 
— Additional information regarding the Regional Community Grants 

Program in each of Aetna’s business regions can be found at the 
foundation’s website at: https://www.aetna-foundation.org/grants- 
partnerships/recent-grants.html 

 The Kresge Foundation Grants  
The Kresge Foundation is a private, national foundation that works to 
expand opportunities in America’s cities through grantmaking and social 
investing in arts and culture, education, environment, health, human 
services and community development in Detroit. 
In collaboration with our nonprofit, public, private and philanthropic 
partners, we help create pathways for people with low income to improve 
their life circumstances and join the economic mainstream. 

— For further information, visit the program’s website at: www.kresge.org 
— Grant opportunities: https://kresge.org/opportunities 

 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) is dedicated to 
promoting conservation and sustainable use of natural resources through 
environmental education, natural resource management, habitat protection, 
ecosystem restoration, and public policy development. NFWF funds a 
variety of wildlife and habitat preservation projects: Bring Back the Natives, 
FMC Corporation Bird and Habitat Conservation Fund, National Wildlife 
Refuge Support Group Grant Program, Native Plant Conservation Initiative, 
The Pathways to Nature Conservation Fund, Pulling Together Initiative, 
Restore Our Southern Rivers. 
— Website at: http://www.nfwf.org/whatwedo/grants/pages/home.aspx 

 Public Welfare Foundation  
This foundation is dedicated to supporting organizations that serve 
severely disadvantaged populations - including children and youth of all 
ages. This private foundation primarily funds general operating expenses, 
and looks for organizations that combine service with youth empowerment 
and advocacy for systemic change. First time grants can range between 
$25,000 and $50,000. 
— Website: www.publicwelfare.org 

http://www.aetna-foundation.org/grants-
http://www.kresge.org/
http://www.nfwf.org/whatwedo/grants/pages/home.aspx
http://www.publicwelfare.org/
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 Toshiba America Foundation  
The Toshiba America Foundation provides cash grants to classroom 
teachers to assist them in making improvements in the teaching of science 
and mathematics. Grants are available for teachers in grades K-5 and for 
grades 6-12. 
— Website: http://www.toshiba.com/taf/ 

 UPS Foundation Community Investment Grant Program  
The Community Investment Grant Program allocates dollars directly to 
UPS region offices in an effort to offer flexibility by UPS regions to invest 
monies in local causes they know well and support. The UPS Foundation 
focus areas include diversity and inclusion; volunteerism; environmental 
sustainability; and community safety. 
— Website: https://sustainability.ups.com/the-ups-foundation/ 

 Resources for Playground Safety Funding  
There are many unsafe, old and outdated playgrounds that our children are 
playing on. However, the replacement of playground equipment can be a 
costly enterprise for your organization. 
Local Civic Foundations 

Suggestions for possible contributors to your project include: local civic 
foundations (they may also have a list of businesses that contribute to 
community projects), the Junior League, Jaycees, Kiwanis, Lions and local 
business and industry foundations. 
Local Library 

Many fundraising sources are listed at your local library. The best way to 
electronically identify state-related information is to consider looking at 
the home pages of your senators and representatives. 
Government Funding Sources 

Listings of government funding and grants are available through various 
sources such as the Federal Register, the Annual Register of Grant Support 
and Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance. 

Private Funds 

Another terrific playground funding source comes from private funds. Over 
43,000 private foundations are currently in the United States. Annually, 
their combined awards total more than $10 million dollars. Community, 
corporate and family foundations are the best places to go for strictly 
local support. Private funding sources by state may be obtained through 
the Foundation Grants Index and other publications published by The 
Foundation Center, as well as other foundation sources such as Taft. 
Reference Collections operated by the Foundation Center are maintained in 
several locations in each state. You may contact the Foundation Center at 
(202) 331-1400 to find the location closest to you. 
— Websites available to disseminate grant-related information include: 

http://foundationcenter.org/ (Foundation Center) and www.cof.org 
(Council on Foundations). The following are foundations that may 
be potential sources for playground equipment and playground 
safety based on passed giving as recorded in the 1994/95 Grants for 
Recreation, Sports and Athletics catalog by The Foundation Center. 

▪ Abell-Hanger Foundation (especially within the Permian Basin) 
▪ Amon G. Carter Foundation (Fort Worth, Tarrant County) 
▪ Houston Endowment, Inc. 
▪ Meadows Foundation, Inc. 
▪ The Moody Foundation 
▪ Rockwell Fund, Inc. (especially Houston) 
▪ Shell Oil Co. Foundation (areas of company operations) 
▪ The Wortham Foundation (Houston and Harris County) 

Grants Management 

Grants management practices should be communicated effectively to 
external and internal stakeholders, and structured so that opportunities 
for grantees to achieve success are maximized. The Council has created 
a number of tools and resources to help support you establish a strong 
grants management strategy. 
— Website: http://www.cof.org/content/grants-management 

http://www.toshiba.com/taf/
http://foundationcenter.org/
http://www.cof.org/
http://www.cof.org/content/grants-management
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GRANTS FOR SENIOR PROGRAMS 
 
 

The goal of this program is to provide small grants in support of local 
community efforts designed to advance the goals of the National Blueprint: 
Increasing Physical Activity Among Adults Age 50 and Older. The National 
Blueprint: Increasing Physical Activity Among Adults Age 50 and Older 
was developed by 46 national organizations with a shared interest in 
promoting physical activity in the population over 50 years of age. The 
Blueprint, which was released in May 2001, is intended to serve as a guide 
for multiple organizations, associations and agencies to inform and support 
their planning work related to increasing physical activity among America’s 
aging population. The Blueprint identifies barriers to physical activity in 
the older adult population and proposes a number of potential strategies 
that could be used to address these barriers. Nineteen grants of up to 
$25,000 will be provided to organizations and/or coalitions in support of 
local community projects designed to advance the goals of the Blueprint. 
Applications are invited from local agencies wanting to improve the health, 
function and quality of life of adults aged 50 and older. Universities and 
research institutes can apply but only as part of a broader coalition of local 
agencies and organizations. 
— Website: https://www.ncoa.org/resources/national-blueprint-increasing- 

physical-activity-among-adults-age-50-and-older/attachment/national- 
blueprint-increasing-physical-activity-among-adults-age-50-and- 
older-2/ 

 
 

 Senior Community Service Employment Program  
The Department of Labor, Division of Older Worker Programs of the 
Employment Training Community Service Employment Program announces 
funds to promote part-time employment opportunities in community 
service activities for unemployed, low-income individuals who are age 
55 and over, that will foster increased prospect for their economic self- 
sufficiency. Eligible applicants include public and private nonprofit 
organizations, including faith-based and community-based organizations. 
— The Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) will be available at: http:// 

www.doleta.gov/seniors/ 

National Blueprint: Increasing Physical Activity Among Adults 
Age 50 and Older 

http://www.ncoa.org/resources/national-blueprint-increasing-
http://www.doleta.gov/seniors/
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GRANTS FOR ARTS PROGRAMS 
— Mid-America Arts Alliance 

▪ www.americanartsalliance.org 
▪ https://www.maaa.org/grants/ 

— American Alliance of Museums 
▪ http://www.aam-us.org/ 
▪ http://ww2.aam-us.org/about-us/grants-awards-and-competitions 

— Foundation Center’s RFP Bulletin for Arts and Culture 
▪ http://philanthropynewsdigest.org/rfps 

— Fundsnet Arts Links 
▪ http://www.fundsnetservices.com/ 

— Institute of Museum and Library Services 
▪ http://www.imls.gov 
▪ https://www.imls.gov/grants/apply-grant/available-grants 

— National Assembly of State Arts Agencies 
▪ http://www.nasaa-arts.org 
▪ https://nasaa-arts.org/research/grant-making/ 

— National Endowment for the Arts 
▪ https://www.arts.gov/ 
▪ https://www.arts.gov/grants 

— National Endowment for the Humanities 
▪ http://www.neh.gov 
▪ https://www.neh.gov/grants/listing 

— Wallace Reader’s Digest Fund for Arts 
▪ http://www.wallacefoundation.org 

http://www.americanartsalliance.org/
http://www.maaa.org/grants/
http://www.aam-us.org/
http://ww2.aam-us.org/about-us/grants-awards-and-competitions
http://philanthropynewsdigest.org/rfps
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/
http://www.imls.gov/
http://www.imls.gov/grants/apply-grant/available-grants
http://www.nasaa-arts.org/
http://www.arts.gov/
http://www.arts.gov/grants
http://www.neh.gov/
http://www.neh.gov/grants/listing
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/
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Roz Ept ing  
Fairmont Park West Pool / Park Renovation 

April 17, 2020 
 

April 22, 2020 
 

Roslyn Epting, Director 
La Porte Parks and Recreation Department 
1322 S Broadway 
La Porte, Texas 77571 

 
Re: Fairmont Park West Pool / Park Renovation 

Options Regarding How to Proceed 
 

Dear Ms. Epting – 
The following information is provided pursuant to the request of City Council. The information contained herein 
contains the technical opinions of Halff Associates and is not intended to be used or interpreted as legal or political 
advice, but is instead provided, as requested, to assist La Porte City Staff and City Council in making an informed 
decision regarding the preliminary opinions of probable construction costs associated with providing recreational 
amenities to the citizens of La Porte; specifically, the City’s determination regarding whether to renovate the Fairmont 
West Pool and Park; and Halff’s preliminary opinions related the project’s costs when compared to the benefits to the 
citizens of La Porte. Issues that will be addressed in this correspondence include: preliminary analysis of the cost of 
renovating the City’s Fairmont West Pool so the City can ascertain the potential benefits to the City and its citizens’ 
benefit so as to justify the expenditure; and whether there may be alternative projects or other ways of expending 
capital resources on recreational facilities that would serve a greater constituency. These are the questions the City 
Council should consider when making the decision regarding how to proceed. 

 
BACKGROUND 

The following information is based upon information provided to Halff through the City. Halff cannot attest to these 
statements but instead provides this background information for the City’s use based upon the understanding that 
Halff has not confirmed each of the following statements: 
To date, the Fairmont Park West Pool and Park has been maintained and operated by the Fairmont Park West 
Community Improvement Association (Association). The Association had previously entered into a 40-year lease with 
the City for the property (signed October 1987). It is Halff’s understanding that the Association or another entity 
constructed the pool. There were no improvements made to the property prior to the Association’s lease of the 
property from the City. It is further understood by Halff that the lease required that any improvements made to the 
property by the Association would transfer to the City at the end of the lease. The lease expired in 2018. On May 13, 
2019, the Association and the City executed a short-term agreement to allow the Association to continue operation of 
the pool through the 2019 season, during which time the City provided the Association approximately $9,700 to 
perform necessary and specified repairs and maintenance. 
Proximity to other Parks / Pools and Capacity 
The Fairmont Park West Pool and Park is approximately 0.65 miles away from Fairmont Park, which contains a 
swimming pool and splash pad. Use of the Fairmont Park Pool is free of charge and has a capacity of 75 participants, 
as determined by Title 25 of the Texas Administrative Code Chapter 265 (also known as Texas State Pool Rules). 
During the 2018 season the Fairmont Pool reached capacity five times. During the 2019 season, the Pool reached 
capacity three times. 
Pool Classification 
The Fairmont Park West Pool has been operated as a Class C pool, which means that it is considered, “Semi Public.” 
Class C pools are intended for use by apartments, condominiums, property-owners associations, multi-family owned 
pools, etc. This also includes pools at hotels and motels. 
The Fairmont Park West Pool is constructed on City-owned land and has an estimated capacity of approximately 180 
participants (subject to verification). All municipal pools located within the City of La Porte and operated by the City 
are Class B pools, which means they are operated as public swimming pools, and comply with the provisions outlined 
within the Texas Standards for Public Swimming Pools and Spas, under 25TAC §265.182(99); with respect to 
general construction and design; filters, pumps and motors; water supply, circulation, waste water disposal; 
disinfectant equipment and chemical feeders; dressing and sanitary facilities; operation and management, etc. 

Pool Operations 
A lifeguard and second responder are required to be provided at all Class B pools. A lifeguard and second responder 
are required at Class C pools that have diving board or a slide that is not locked or chained to prevent use [25 TAC 
§265.199(g)(9)]. The Fairmont Park West Pool does not have a diving board or slide. As a result, the pool does not 
have a full-time lifeguard. 
From a staffing standpoint, the City’s Parks and Recreation Department (PARD) operates the City’s  pools  at  
maximum staffing; meaning the PARD has enough staff to operate all of the City’s pools simultaneously, at high 
capacity, seven days per week, from 12:00 pm – 7:00 pm; throughout the 12-week swimming season, which is 
essentially from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 

 
 

 OPTIONS  

The following is a summary of the associated costs for four options the La Porte Mayor and City Council should 
consider when deciding how to proceed with the renovation of the Fairmont Park West Pool and Park: 
Option 1: Renovate the Pool to Class B standards and City operates / maintains as a Class B public pool. 

Renovate the Park to be a Drug-free Zone. 

1. Pool Repair / Renovation Costs 
 $45,370 – including Contractor 2018 quote (Hancock Pools) of $47,120; refer to Table 1, Hancock Pools 

Estimate, below, for itemized pricing. $1,750 for leak detection, has previously been completed,  and  
therefore deducted from the overall cost. 

 Aquatic Engineer - $4,500 – price could range from $1,500 – $4,500 
Subtotal: $ 50,000 (Budgetary Estimate of Minimum Cost). The pool renovation costs could significantly increase 
based on review of the facility by an Aquatic Engineer). 

2. Pool Operations and Maintenance Costs (Recurring Costs) 
To operate the Fairmont Park West pool as a Class B public swimming pool, the following full-time staff will be 
required (for a 12-week season): 
 Three (3) pool managers 
 Three (3) head guards 
 Six (6) lifeguards 
 One (1) pool technician 
Subtotal: $ 40,000 in wages 
Operations and Maintenance costs do not include the cost of chemicals required for water treatment; and does   
not include routine maintenance of the park property and assets. 

 
3. Park Renovation Costs 

The Texas Controlled Substances Act designates certain places as “drug-free zones.” Committing certain drug 
crimes within those zones can increase the minimum and maximum sentence that would otherwise apply to the 
crime. The extent of the increase depends upon the particular drug-free zone in which the crime is committed as 
well as the nature of the crime. To be considered a drug free zone, a playground must be outdoors, must be 
intended for recreational use by children, must be open to the public, and must contain at least three pieces of 
playground equipment (such as a slide, swing set, and teeterboard; or some combination therein). 
To make Fairmont Park West Park / Pool a drug free zone will require three pieces of freestanding playground 
equipment: 
 Swing Set 
 Slide 
 Bouncing animal 
Subtotal: $ 55,000 

TOTAL: $145,000 
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Option 2: Remove swimming pool and replace with Splash Park. Renovate the Park to be a Drug-free Zone. 
This option would include (cost estimates provided by the City): 
1. Demolition of pool, pump room, and lifeguard building 

Subtotal: $ 35,000 

2. Construct Splash Park (2014 price of $350,000 + 20 percent contingency) 
Subtotal: $420,000 

3. Splash Park Operations and Maintenance Costs 
To operate the Fairmont Park West Splash Park would require: 
 One (1) pool technician (20 hours per week, for a 12-week season) 
Subtotal: $ 3,360 in wages 

4. Park Renovation Costs (Refer to Option 1, Number 3) 
Subtotal: $ 55,000 

Additional required landscape sitework enhancements include: 
 Earthwork and connecting sidewalks ($15,000) 
 Grass/Landscaping ($4,000) 
 Utility Connections ($4,500) 
 Two (2) benches and concrete pads ($4,800 – incl. 20 percent contingency) 
 Two (2) shade structures and four (4) picnic tables ($51,600 – incl. 20 percent contingency) 
 Backstop fabric replacement ($1,300 – includes repair of one bent pole and widening the playground fencing 

to ADA width) 
Subtotal: $ 81,200 

TOTAL: $594,560 

 

Option 3: Remove swimming pool. Renovate the Park to be a Drug-free Zone. 
This option would include (cost estimates provided by the City): 
1. Demolition of pool, pump room, and lifeguard building 

Subtotal: $ 35,000 

2. Park Renovation Costs (Refer to Option 1, Number 3) 
Subtotal: $ 55,000 

TOTAL: $ 90,000 
 

Option 4: Sell the Fairmont Park West Park Property and Associated Improvements to the Fairmont Park    
West Community Improvement Association 

As stated in the Background section of this report, due to the proximity of the Fairmont Park West Pool from the 
Fairmont Park Pool (0.65 miles); because the Fairmont Park Pool has rarely reached capacity over the last few years; 
because of the operational and administrative costs associated with renovating the pool to a Class B public swimming 
pool; and ultimately because these improvements will benefit a limited number of City residents (despite the fact that     
it would be operated as a Class B public swimming pool and open to all residents); the City should consider allocating 
its capital resources to higher priority, municipal park enhancements that would serve a greater number of La Porte’s 
citizens. One of the most important recommendations (Strategy 1.1.3, page 4.6) within the 2020 Parks, Recreation,  
and Open Space Master Plan is to purchase property somewhere around the Spencer Highway – Sens Road 
intersection and construct a new community park. Central La Porte is completely devoid of developed and managed 
parkland / open space. With the advent of new residential development in this area, additional park / recreational 

infrastructure is warranted in order to maintain the high quality of life residents living within the City have come to 
appreciate and expect. 
Based on an appraisal of the Fairmont Park West property sell the land to the Fairmont Park West Community 
Improvement Association, with the agreed-upon stipulation that the Association operate and maintain the pool as a 
Class C pool. The Association must also make the necessary improvements to the Fairmont Park  West  Park  to 
ensure that it is classified as a Drug Free Zone, according to the provisions of the Texas Controlled Substances Act. 
If the Association declines to purchase the property, then expend the capital resources necessary (approximately  
$35,000, as outlined in Options 2 and 3) to demolish the pool, pump room,  and  building, regrade and stabilize  the 
land and leave the park as so much open space, subject to routine maintenance by the Association, as required by    
the City. 

 
 

The estimate in Table 1, Hancock Pools Estimate, was provided to Halff by the City. 
 

Table 1, Hancock Pools Estimate 
Item Cost 
Replace existing pool pump room suction and discharge piping $16,400 
New pump $6,400 
Deck mounted & water line mounted depth marker replacement $6,800 
Blow out pool suction and return lines $1,500 
Fill line pliable wrapping cover on end $20 
Leak Detection (DONE) $1,750 
ADA Chair Lift $5,800 
4 Step Ladder $850 
Chlorinator and acid pump $7,600 
TOTAL (new total $45,370 without leak detection) $47,120 

 
If the Mayor and City Council have any questions about this analysis, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank    
you. 

 
HALFF ASSOCIATES, INC. 

 

Aaron Tuley, AICP 
Team Leader, Planning and Landscape Architecture 
Halff Associates, Inc. 
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

 

Agenda Date Requested:  June 22, 2020  

Requested By: Corby Alexander, City Manager  

Department: Administration - CMO  

 Report  Resolution  Ordinance  
  

 

Exhibits: Agreement redline, Agreement final, Ordinance, and 

Hancock Repair Estimate 

 

 
 

SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATION 

 

On October 1, 1978, the City entered into a 40-year agreement with the Fairmont Park 
West Community Improvement Association (HOA) for the lease/rent of the park & 
swimming pool property located at Oakmont Drive, Rustic Gate Road, and Cedarmont 
Drive in the Fairmont Park West subdivision. The HOA paid $40 in advance ($1 per year 
for the 40-year agreement) for the right to operate and maintain the park and pool 
property. This agreement expired on September 30, 2018. According to the agreement, 
upon termination of the agreement “any permanent improvements erected on the leased 
premises by the HOA shall be the property of the City.” 
 
There were many discussions in 2018 and 2019 pertaining to the City assisting with costs 
to “get the swimming pool up and going for use” during the summer. In 2018, the CMO 
and Parks & Recreation Department provided assistance financially and with necessary 
staff to assist the HOA in getting the swimming pool “up and running.” During the FY 2018-
19 budget process, the Council discussed several options moving forward concerning the 
Fairmont Park West park and swimming pool (demo pool, demo pool and build splash-
pad, and enter into a new agreement with HOA). Ultimately, the Council gave staff 
direction to meet with the HOA and determine if a short-term extension to the agreement 
could be agreed upon. The City Manager and HOA representative Mike Patterson met 
the last week of September 2018 to iron out what the short-term extension agreement 
would need to include. Staff drafted an agreement that was reviewed by the City’s 
attorney, then sent it to Mr. Patterson for review. The City Manager met again with Mr. 
Patterson and several HOA board members in February 2019 to discuss the drafted 
agreement.  On March 11, 2019, the City Council was presented with a two-year 
extension agreement allowing the Fairmont Park West HOA to continue to operate the 

Appropriation 

Source of Funds:  
 

Account Number:  
 

Amount Budgeted:  
 

Amount Requested:  
 

Budgeted Item:  Yes  No  
   



Fairmont Park West park and swimming pool. However, City Council didn’t move forward 
with a two-year extension, they decided in June 2019 to approve a 7-month extension to 
allow the Fairmont Park West HOA with the following changes to the agreement: 

 

• Term is from June , 2019 to December 31, 2019 at a rental/lease cost of $1. 

• The swimming pool and park will ONLY be open to residents of the Fairmont 
Park West HOA subdivision at a cost/fee or not. 

• The swimming pool will be operated as a Class C pool; therefore, no lifeguards 
and/or monitors are required.  However, the HOA must make sure that the diving 
board has been removed and that the HOA meets all requirements required by 
the Administrative Code for Class C pools (i.e., signage, etc.). 

• The HOA will be FULLY responsible for all cost associated with the maintenance 
and repairs of the swimming pool, park, grounds and property.  No City funding 
will be spent for the up-keep of this amenity. 

• HOA will still be responsible for acquiring liability coverage in the amount of $2 
million dollars for each occurrence and $4 million dollars in aggregate to cover 
any accidents occurring on leased property. This is the same coverages the City 
maintains for other City swimming pool facilities. 

 
On December 31, 2019, the agreement ended with no new agreement or extension 
approved. Since this date, the playground equipment has been removed due to safety 
& risk concerns. Additionally, staff have been maintaining the pool; however, the pool 
has not been opened to the public. At the May 2020 Pre-Budget Retreat, City Council 
discussed the future use of this pool and city-owned property. City Council suggested 
that no final decision be made until after the Parks Master Plan was completed. They 
would like to understand the city-wide parks and open space needs assessment based 
on the Parks Master Plan report. 
 
The City Manager, Councilman Bill Bentley and the Director of Parks & Recreation met 
with the FPW HOA president, Mike Patterson and other board members shortly after 
the pre-budget retreat meeting. The request is for another extension agreement similar 
to last year. Staff has drafted another 7-month agreement similar to last year, with the 
exception of deleting all reference to playground equipment. Also, the enclosed 
agreement calls for the City to be responsible for general maintenance of the pool.  
Additionally, the new agreement would require that the pool be operated as a Class B 
pool, the same standard that City pools have to meet.  This means that the HOA would 
be required to have 4 certified life guards on duty during operating hours. 
 
Please note that previously staff has raised concerned over the “turn over” rate for the 
pool.  Hancock Pools, a pool maintenance/repair company, has previously prepared an 
estimate to for repairs to address this issue.   
 

 

ACTION REQUIRED BY COUNCIL 



I move to approve Ordinance 2020-3791 authorizing the Mayor to enter into an 
agreement with Fairmont Park West HOA for the lease of the swimming pool 
beginning June 22, 2020 to December 31, 2020. 

 

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda 

     
Corby D. Alexander, City Manager  Date 

 



ORDINANCE NO. 2020-3791 

  

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

LA PORTE, TEXAS AND THE FAIRMONT PARK WEST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION FOR 

LEASE OF THE SWIMMING POOL AT FAIRMONT WEST PARK, FOR SEVEN MONTH TERM 

ENDING ON DECEMBER 31, 2020; MAKING VARIOUS FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATING 

TO THE SUBJECT; FINDING COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS LAW; PROVIDING AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF. 

 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LA PORTE: 

 

 Section 1. In accordance with Texas Local Government Code Sec. 253.006(c), by way of this 

ordinance the City Council hereby approves and authorizes the agreement between the City of La Porte, Texas 

and the Fairmont Park West Homeowners Association for the lease of the swimming pool at Fairmont West Park 

for a seven (7) month term ending on December 31, 2020, in substantially the form as shown in the document 

which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by this reference.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute 

such document and all related documents on behalf of the City of La Porte, Texas.  The City Secretary is hereby 

authorized to attest to all such signatures and to affix the seal of the City to all such documents.  

 Section 2. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites, and declares that a sufficient written 

notice of the date, hour, place and subject of  this meeting of the City Council was posted at a place convenient 

to the public at the City Hall of the City for the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the 

Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public as 

required by law at all times during which this ordinance and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, 

considered and formally acted upon.  The City Council further ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice 

and the contents posting thereof. 

 

 Section 3. This Ordinance shall be effective from and after its passage and approval, and it is so 

ordered. 



 

 PASSED AND APPROVED, this 22nd day of JUNE, 2020. 

 

       CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 

 

       By: __________________________ 

        Louis R. Rigby 

        Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Lee Woodward 

City Secretary 

 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Clark T. Askins 

Assistant City Attorney 

 

 



THE STATE OF TEXAS  § 
    §                   KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
COUNTY OF HARRIS § 
 
 
 LEASE AGREEMENT FOR FAIRMONT PARK WEST POOL AND PARK 
 

This Agreement of Lease, effective the 22nd day of June, 2020, by and between the CITY OF LA 

PORTE, TEXAS, a municipal corporation located in Harris County, Texas, hereinafter called LESSOR, 

and FAIRMONT PARK WEST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, a Texas non-profit corporation having 

its principal office in Harris County, Texas, hereinafter called LESSEE, 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

That the Parties hereto, for and in consideration of the premises, and the rents, covenants and 

agreements contained herein, agree as follows: 

         I. 

This lease is entered into pursuant to Texas Local Government Sec. 253.006(b), which 

authorizes a municipality by ordinance or resolution to lease a swimming pool owned by the 

municipality, subject to the requirement that it be operated by the lessee as a public swimming pool.  

II. 

LESSOR hereby leases and rents to LESSEE for the operation of a public swimming pool, the 

following described tract of land (hereinafter referred to as the “leased premises”), and commonly 

known as "Fairmont West Park," and being more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

That certain lot, tract, or parcel of land, known as "Reserve 'A'," containing 
1.162 acres, more or less, as shown on the Plat of Section Three (3), 
FAIRMONT PARK WEST, as recorded in Volume 270, Page 63, of the Map 
Records of Harris County, Texas, reference to which is here made for all 
purposes. 



III. 

The term of this lease is for a seven (7) month period beginning on the 22nd day of June, 2020, 

and ending on the 31st day of December, 2020.   

Upon the expiration date of this lease, no notice to quit possession shall be necessary, and 

LESSEE covenants to peaceably surrender possession of the premises to LESSOR on that date. 

IV. 

As rent for the use and occupancy of the leased premises, LESSEE hereby agrees, binds and 

obligates itself to pay unto LESSOR the total sum of One Dollar ($1.00), in advance upon the execution 

hereof. 

V. 

LESSEE certifies that it is a duly qualified homeowners association, which meets the minimum 

standards promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, for 

qualification for FHA and/or VA loans; and that it has been incorporated as a Texas non-profit 

corporation. 

VI. 

LESSEE shall not have the right to sell or assign this lease, or to sublet the leased premises, or 

any part thereof. Furthermore, LESSEE shall not place or suffer any Deed of Trust, Mortgage, 

Mechanic's, or any other type of lien, on the leased premises, or upon the permanent improvements 

thereon erected, and any person, firm or corporation making any loans or advances to LESSEE, for 

such improvements, shall look solely to the revenues of LESSEE for the retirement of any such 

indebtedness by LESSEE. Notwithstanding the foregoing, LESSEE shall have the right to rent the 



leased premises to a third party on an hourly and daily basis for special events such as birthday parties 

and family reunions. 

     VII. 

The LESSEE shall open the Fairmont Park West swimming pool to residents of Fairmont Park West 

subdivision, with or without charge or fee. Due to the swimming pool being available, the LESSEE shall 

operate the swimming pool as a Class B pool and as such shall provide lifeguards. In addition, in 

accordance with Texas Administrative Code Section Title 25, Part 1, Chapter 265, Section 265.199, 

LESSEE shall implement the following requirements: 1) a sign shall be placed in plain view and shall 

state "NO DIVING" along with an international warning symbol for no diving. The letters "NO DIVING" 

and the symbol shall be at least 4 inches high;  and 2) if a telephone is not readily visible from the pool, 

directions shall be posted regarding its location. Furthermore, the transition point of the pool from the 

shallow area to the deep area of the pool shall be visually separated by a 4-inch minimum width row of 

floor tile, a painted line, or similar means using a color contrasting with the bottom.  

 LESSEE will be required to provide general, routine and normal upkeep (i.e. application of 

swimming pool chemicals, cleaning, etc.) of the swimming pool and pool house.  Additionally, the 

LESSEE shall be responsible for general, routine and normal maintenance of the appurtenant park 

space, specifically including the other amenities situated thereon, and agrees to be responsible for 

mowing and landscaping of the leased premises (including areas immediately surrounding the 

swimming pool). The LESSEE is also required to maintain and pay all utility expenses, including but 

not limited to electricity, water and sanitary sewer, for operation of the leased premises. 

     VIII. 



Nothing contained in this lease shall be construed as a restriction upon the power of the City 

Council of the City of La Porte, from time to time to promulgate such reasonable rules and regulations 

concerning the maintenance, operation, health, safety and welfare of the leased premises herein 

demised, and of the persons utilizing the same. 

     IX. 

LESSEE shall have the right to erect facilities, equipment or permanent improvements on the 

leased premises, during the term of the lease. However, LESSOR reserves the right, from time to time, 

acting by and through its City Council, to establish minimum standards for the type and quality of 

facilities to be erected by LESSEE on the leased premises, and for the staffing of such facilities; provide 

minimum ratios of off street parking, based upon the amount of acreage in the leased premises; and, 

adopt such other measures regarding the health, welfare, and safety, of the persons utilizing such 

facilities as the City Council in its discretion may from time to time promulgate.   

X. 

LESSEE shall provide adequate refuse containers on the leased premises, and regularly deposit 

the contents of same into such refuse containers as may be required by the LESSOR, from time to 

time, or by such independent contractor as may serve the area, if the general area in which the leased 

premises is located is not provided refuse collection service by LESSOR.  LESSEE shall provide 

necessary permanent sanitary facilities, telephone, and other services that may be required to protect 

the health, welfare and safety of LESSEE'S patrons. 

XI. 

LESSEE agrees to obtain and maintain at its sole cost and expense, public liability insurance 

and property damage insurance on the leased premises to protect LESSOR and LESSEE against all 



loss or damage from the claims of all persons who may be in or on these premises by the invitation, 

consent or sufferance of LESSEE.  Such public liability insurance shall have limits of liability of a 

minimum of Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) for each occurrence and Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) 

for sudden events and Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000) in aggregate, with respect to any accident 

occurring on the leased premises, and shall name the City of La Porte, Texas as additional named 

insured.   LESSEE shall furnish LESSOR certificates of all insurance coverage.    

XII. 

LESSEE shall use due care and diligence in all activities and operations on the leased premises, 

and will indemnify and save harmless LESSOR from any liabilities, loss, costs or other expense of any 

nature.  LESSEE shall give LESSOR immediate notice of any matter covered hereby and shall forward 

to LESSOR every demand, notice, summons or other process received in any claim or legal proceeding 

covered hereby. 

XIII. 

In case of bankruptcy or insolvency on the part of LESSEE, or in case of any receiver being 

appointed to take charge of the property, or any portion of the property of LESSEE, in or upon the 

premises hereby leased, then and in such event the LESSOR may, at its option, declare this lease to 

be terminated or forfeited by the LESSEE; and LESSOR shall be entitled in such event to the immediate 

possession of such premises and no receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, or assigns for the benefit of 

creditors shall acquire in any such case any of the rights of the LESSEE hereunder; the landlord's lien, 

however, in such event, shall not cease and the liability of the LESSEE for the damages on account of 

breach of any obligation to be performed by the LESSEE under the terms of this lease shall continue 

and remain in full force and effect. 



XIV. 

Failure on the part of the LESSEE to perform any of the terms, agreements, conditions and 

covenants imposed by this lease shall, at the option of the LESSOR, give right to LESSOR to cancel 

the lease and all rights of LESSEE shall be thereupon terminated and all buildings and permanent 

improvements placed on the leased premises by LESSEE shall become the property of the LESSOR; 

provided, however, LESSEE shall have at least sixty (60) days or agreed-upon days written notice from 

LESSOR in which to correct any default before cancellation.  Upon receiving the written notice from the 

LESSOR, the LESSEE shall provide a written response and plan to remedy the default.  LESSOR and 

LESSEE will negotiate in good faith to address and implement LESSEE’s plan for correcting the default. 

In the event that LESSEE fails to correct any such default during such sixty (60) day period or agreed-

upon days, LESSOR, its agents or attorneys, shall have the right to re-enter and remove all persons 

therefrom without being deemed guilty of any manner of trespass and without prejudice to any remedies 

for arrears of rent or breach of covenant, or LESSOR, its agents or attorneys, may resume possession 

of the premises and re-let the same for the remainder of the term for the best rental it may obtain, for 

account of LESSEE, which shall make good any deficiency.  The failure of the LESSOR to insist in any 

one or more instances upon performance of any of the terms or conditions of this lease shall not be 

construed as a waiver or relinquishment of the future performance of any such term or condition. 

XV. 

Upon the termination of this lease, it is understood and agreed between the parties that any 

permanent improvements erected (defined as any structure that is permanently attached to land, 

buildings or systems) on the leased premises by LESSEE shall be the property of LESSOR. 

XVI. 



LESSOR covenants that LESSOR has good right and lawful authority to execute this Lease, that 

throughout the term hereof LESSEE shall have, hold and enjoy peaceful and uninterrupted possession 

of all of the premises hereby leased and granted, subject always to the performance of the covenants, 

as herein provided to be paid and performed by LESSEE. 

XVII. 

Notices provided for in this Lease shall be sufficient if sent by registered mail, postage prepaid, 

addressed, if to LESSOR, to the City of La Porte, 604 W. Fairmont Parkway, Attention: City 

Manager, La Porte, Texas; and, if to LESSEE, to its registered agent, AVR Management, 12929 Gulf 

Freeway #320, Houston, Texas 77034, or to such other respective addresses as the Parties hereto 

may designate in writing from time to time. 

XVIII. 

All references herein contained to LESSOR and to LESSEE, shall be deemed to include the 

successors, assigns, and legal representatives of each. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have hereunto signed and sealed this instrument 

in several duplicate originals, this the ____ day of __________, 2020. 

LESSOR 
 
CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 
       
 

By ___________________________________ 
 Mayor 

  
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
City Secretary 



 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
City Attorney 
 
 
LESSEE 
 
FAIRMONT PARK WEST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
President, Fairmont Park West 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Vice-President, Fairmont Park West 
 



THE STATE OF TEXAS  § 
    §                   KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 
COUNTY OF HARRIS § 
 
 
 LEASE AGREEMENT FOR FAIRMONT PARK WEST POOL AND PARK 
 

This Agreement of Lease, effective the 8th 22nd day of June, 2020, by and between the CITY 

OF LA PORTE, TEXAS, a municipal corporation located in Harris County, Texas, hereinafter called 

LESSOR, and FAIRMONT PARK WEST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, a Texas non-profit 

corporation having its principal office in Harris County, Texas, hereinafter called LESSEE, 

W I T N E S S E T H: 

That the Parties hereto, for and in consideration of the premises, and the rents, covenants and 

agreements contained herein, agree as follows: 

         I. 

This lease is entered into pursuant to Texas Local Government Sec. 253.006(b), which 

authorizes a municipality by ordinance or resolution to lease a swimming pool owned by the 

municipality, subject to the requirement that it be operated by the lessee as a public swimming pool.  

II. 

LESSOR hereby leases and rents to LESSEE for the operation of a public swimming pool, the 

following described tract of land (hereinafter referred to as the “leased premises”), and commonly 

known as "Fairmont West Park," and being more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

That certain lot, tract, or parcel of land, known as "Reserve 'A'," containing 
1.162 acres, more or less, as shown on the Plat of Section Three (3), 
FAIRMONT PARK WEST, as recorded in Volume 270, Page 63, of the Map 
Records of Harris County, Texas, reference to which is here made for all 
purposes. 



III. 

The term of this lease is for a seven (7) month period beginning on the 22nd day of June, 2020, 

and ending on the 31st day of December, 2020.   

Upon the expiration date of this lease, no notice to quit possession shall be necessary, and 

LESSEE covenants to peaceably surrender possession of the premises to LESSOR on that date. 

IV. 

As rent for the use and occupancy of the leased premises, LESSEE hereby agrees, binds and 

obligates itself to pay unto LESSOR the total sum of One Dollar ($1.00), in advance upon the execution 

hereof. 

V. 

LESSEE certifies that it is a duly qualified homeowners association, which meets the minimum 

standards promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, for 

qualification for FHA and/or VA loans; and that it has been incorporated as a Texas non-profit 

corporation. 

VI. 

LESSEE shall not have the right to sell or assign this lease, or to sublet the leased premises, or 

any part thereof. Furthermore, LESSEE shall not place or suffer any Deed of Trust, Mortgage, 

Mechanic's, or any other type of lien, on the leased premises, or upon the permanent improvements 

thereon erected, and any person, firm or corporation making any loans or advances to LESSEE, for 

such improvements, shall look solely to the revenues of LESSEE for the retirement of any such 

indebtedness by LESSEE. Notwithstanding the foregoing, LESSEE shall have the right to rent the 



leased premises to a third party on an hourly and daily basis for special events such as birthday parties 

and family reunions. 

     VII. 

The LESSEE shall open the Fairmont Park West swimming pool to residents of Fairmont Park West 

subdivision, with or without charge or fee. Due to the swimming pool being available, the LESSEE shall 

operate the swimming pool as a Class B pool and as such shall provide lifeguards. In addition, in 

accordance with Texas Administrative Code Section Title 25, Part 1, Chapter 265, Section 265.199, 

LESSEE shall implement the following requirements: 1) a sign shall be placed in plain view and shall 

state "NO DIVING" along with an international warning symbol for no diving. The letters "NO DIVING" 

and the symbol shall be at least 4 inches high;  and 2) if a telephone is not readily visible from the pool, 

directions shall be posted regarding its location. Furthermore, the transition point of the pool from the 

shallow area to the deep area of the pool shall be visually separated by a 4-inch minimum width row of 

floor tile, a painted line, or similar means using a color contrasting with the bottom.  

 LESSEE will be required to provide general, routine and normal upkeep (i.e. application of 

swimming pool chemicals, cleaning, etc.) of the swimming pool and pool house.  Additionally, the 

LESSEE shall be responsible for general, routine and normal maintenance of the appurtenant park 

space, specifically including the other amenities situated thereon, and agrees to be responsible for 

mowing and landscaping of the leased premises (including areas immediately surrounding the 

swimming pool). The LESSEE is also required to maintain and pay all utility expenses, including but 

not limited to electricity, water and sanitary sewer, for operation of the leased premises. 

     VIII. 



Nothing contained in this lease shall be construed as a restriction upon the power of the City 

Council of the City of La Porte, from time to time to promulgate such reasonable rules and regulations 

concerning the maintenance, operation, health, safety and welfare of the park facility leased premises 

herein demised, and of the persons utilizing the same. 

     IX. 

LESSEE shall have the right to erect facilities, equipment or permanent improvements on the 

leased premises, during the term of the lease. However, LESSOR reserves the right, from time to time, 

acting by and through its City Council, to establish minimum standards for the type and quality of 

facilities to be erected by LESSEE on the leased premises, and for the staffing of such facilities; provide 

minimum ratios of off street parking, based upon the amount of acreage in the leased premises; and, 

adopt such other measures regarding the health, welfare, and safety, of the persons utilizing such 

facilities as the City Council in its discretion may from time to time promulgate.   

X. 

LESSEE shall provide adequate refuse containers on the leased premises, and regularly deposit 

the contents of same into such refuse containers as may be required by the LESSOR, from time to 

time, or by such independent contractor as may serve the area, if the general area in which the leased 

premises is located is not provided refuse collection service by LESSOR.  LESSEE shall provide 

necessary permanent sanitary facilities, telephone, and other services that may be required to protect 

the health, welfare and safety of LESSEE'S patrons. 

XI. 

LESSEE agrees to obtain and maintain at its sole cost and expense, public liability insurance 

and property damage insurance on the leased premises to protect LESSOR and LESSEE against all 



loss or damage from the claims of all persons who may be in or on these premises by the invitation, 

consent or sufferance of LESSEE.  Such public liability insurance shall have limits of liability of a 

minimum of Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) for each occurrence and Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) 

for sudden events and Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000) in aggregate, with respect to any accident 

occurring on the leased premises, and shall name the City of La Porte, Texas as additional named 

insured.   LESSEE shall furnish LESSOR certificates of all insurance coverage.    

XII. 

LESSEE shall use due care and diligence in all activities and operations on the leased premises, 

and will indemnify and save harmless LESSOR from any liabilities, loss, costs or other expense of any 

nature.  LESSEE shall give LESSOR immediate notice of any matter covered hereby and shall forward 

to LESSOR every demand, notice, summons or other process received in any claim or legal proceeding 

covered hereby. 

XIII. 

In case of bankruptcy or insolvency on the part of LESSEE, or in case of any receiver being 

appointed to take charge of the property, or any portion of the property of LESSEE, in or upon the 

premises hereby leased, then and in such event the LESSOR may, at its option, declare this lease to 

be terminated or forfeited by the LESSEE; and LESSOR shall be entitled in such event to the immediate 

possession of such premises and no receiver, trustee in bankruptcy, or assigns for the benefit of 

creditors shall acquire in any such case any of the rights of the LESSEE hereunder; the landlord's lien, 

however, in such event, shall not cease and the liability of the LESSEE for the damages on account of 

breach of any obligation to be performed by the LESSEE under the terms of this lease shall continue 

and remain in full force and effect. 



XIV. 

Failure on the part of the LESSEE to perform any of the terms, agreements, conditions and 

covenants imposed by this lease shall, at the option of the LESSOR, give right to LESSOR to cancel 

the lease and all rights of LESSEE shall be thereupon terminated and all buildings and permanent 

improvements placed on the leased premises by LESSEE shall become the property of the LESSOR; 

provided, however, LESSEE shall have at least sixty (60) days or agreed-upon days written notice from 

LESSOR in which to correct any default before cancellation.  Upon receiving the written notice from the 

LESSOR, the LESSEE shall provide a written response and plan to remedy the default.  LESSOR and 

LESSEE will negotiate in good faith to address and implement LESSEE’s plan for correcting the default. 

In the event that LESSEE fails to correct any such default during such sixty (60) day period or agreed-

upon days, LESSOR, its agents or attorneys, shall have the right to re-enter and remove all persons 

therefrom without being deemed guilty of any manner of trespass and without prejudice to any remedies 

for arrears of rent or breach of covenant, or LESSOR, its agents or attorneys, may resume possession 

of the premises and re-let the same for the remainder of the term for the best rental it may obtain, for 

account of LESSEE, which shall make good any deficiency.  The failure of the LESSOR to insist in any 

one or more instances upon performance of any of the terms or conditions of this lease shall not be 

construed as a waiver or relinquishment of the future performance of any such term or condition. 

XV. 

Upon the termination of this lease, it is understood and agreed between the parties that any 

permanent improvements erected (defined as any structure that is permanently attached to land, 

buildings or systems) on the leased premises by LESSEE shall be the property of LESSOR. 

XVI. 



LESSOR covenants that LESSOR has good right and lawful authority to execute this Lease, that 

throughout the term hereof LESSEE shall have, hold and enjoy peaceful and uninterrupted possession 

of all of the premises hereby leased and granted, subject always to the performance of the covenants, 

as herein provided to be paid and performed by LESSEE. 

XVII. 

Notices provided for in this Lease shall be sufficient if sent by registered mail, postage prepaid, 

addressed, if to LESSOR, to the City of La Porte, 604 W. Fairmont Parkway, Attention: City 

Manager, La Porte, Texas; and, if to LESSEE, to its registered agent, AVR Management, 12929 Gulf 

Freeway #320, Houston, Texas 77034, or to such other respective addresses as the Parties hereto 

may designate in writing from time to time. 

XVIII. 

All references herein contained to LESSOR and to LESSEE, shall be deemed to include the 

successors, assigns, and legal representatives of each. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have hereunto signed and sealed this instrument 

in several duplicate originals, this the ____ day of __________, 2020. 

LESSOR 
 
CITY OF LA PORTE, TEXAS 
       
 

By ___________________________________ 
 City Manager Mayor 

  
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
City Secretary 



 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
City Attorney 
 
 
LESSEE 
 
FAIRMONT PARK WEST HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
 
___________________________________________ 
President, Fairmont Park West 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Vice-President, Fairmont Park West 
 







POOL REPAIR SUMMARY FOR FPW 
HANCOCK POOL SERVICES, INC. 

 
 

ITEM COST 
Replace existing pool pump room suction and discharge piping $16,400  
New pump $6,400  
Deck mounted & water line mounted depth marker replacement $6,800  
Blow out pool suction and return lines $1,500  
Fill line pliable wrapping cover on end $20  
Leak Detection $1,750  
ADA Chair Lift $5,800  
4 Step Ladder $850  
Chlorinator and acid pump $7,600  
TOTAL $47,120  

 

Notes: 

• This does not include contingency. The concern is breakage of old brittle 
piping. 

• They suggest hiring an aquatics engineer to get a complete list of all code 
related items. 

• City responsible for wiring the new pump. 
• Approximate project timeline June 11-July 2. 
• Hancock Pool Services is a Buy Board Vendor. 
• $1,764 has already been spent on repairs. 
• $2,481 plus benefits has been spent in staff time. 
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