La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres

Meeting Agenda
March 9, 2017
11:00 AM

La Porte ISD Support Services Building, located at 2015 Sens Road, La Porte, TX

Call To Order
Introductions
Approval of Minutes from Prior Month
Committee Reports
 Emergency Communications: Kristin Gauthier
A. Incidents
B. Reverse Drills
C. E-Notify Updates: Dan Heiken
 Emergency Response and Resources: Richard Bass
 Hazardous Materials Facilities Liaison: Burch Estes
 Planning: Lance Hardcastle
 Public Education & Information: Dena Mahan
 Membership Committee: Bill Bower
 Treasurer’s Report: Shelly Simon
 Golf Tournament: Robert Eldridge
 Bylaws Review: Clayton Hackett
Old Business
 Annual Contributions and Membership Update Form: Shelly Simon
 Tier II Reports: Dena Mahan
 LEPC Membership Survey: Dena Mahan
New Business
 Railcar Training by Transcar and Union Pacific: Jeff Suggs
 May 23, 2017 Deer Park LEPC at the Jimmy Burke Center: Kristin Gauthier
Presentations
 Presentation by Richard Kepp, Athlon Solutions
Good of the Order
Adjournment

La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres

Meeting Minutes
February 9, 2017
Call To Order
Clayton Hackett called to order the regular meeting of the LEPC on February 9, 2017 at 11:03 a.m. at 2015 Sens
Road, La Porte, Texas.
Introductions
Introductions were made around the room.
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting
A motion by Ray Cook, Dow Chemical, was made to accept the January 12, 2017 meeting minutes. Richard Bass,
Kuraray SEPTON, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried.
Reports
a)

Emergency Communications – Kristin Gauthier:
1.

Incidents –
a. ITC 1/12/17: Personnel reported an accident located at their facility and Tidal Road in which an 18 wheeler
crossing the railroad tracks struck a switching engine. No injuries were reported, but the accident resulted in
a temporary road closure to allow the vehicle to be cleared from the area and an accident investigation to be
conducted.
b. Noltex 1/25/17: A member of production reported a small fire caused by leaking methanol that came into
contact with an ignition source. The leaking methanol was a result of a bearing and seal failure on a
methanol storage tank pump. Plant alarms were sounded and the E-Notify and CAER line messages were
placed. The initial E-Notify was placed as a Level 2, shelter in place, since the full extent of the situation
was not known at that time and, because of the close proximity to neighboring facilities. ERT personnel
immediately responded to put out the fire and shut-off any process lines in the area. Approximately seven
minutes later, a second Level 2 notification was placed stating that the fire was out and no shelter in place
was required. The entire event from the initial alarm to an all clear being given lasted approximately thirty
minutes. There were no injuries, off-site impacts, or severe equipment damages reported. No methanol
above the reportable quantity was released. Kristin added that when issuing a shelter in place, to please
use the comments section to greater explain the recommended protective action for the community, and to
place a phone call to her. She also added that when reporting a vapor release, to use the comment section
to explain why the release is being reported as a Level 1, and not a Level 2. In addition, when reporting an
unknown odor or an odor for an unknown source, to please clarify in the comments section if the odor is
originating onsite or offsite in the comments section.

2.

Reverse Drills: No report. Kristen added that she and dispatch would be working together to update our
contact list based on the information being submitted by members. Monthly reverse drills and reports will start
back at the beginning of March with a reminder being sent out with a summary of what the weekly reverse
drills are about and the script attached to it. Jeff suggested that we add a quarterly full blown communication
exercise with a volunteer company in addition to the random weekly drills by dispatch to enhance this process.
He volunteered one of the Kuraray companies for the month of April.

3.

E-Notify Update – Dan Heiken
No report.

b)

Emergency Response & Resources – Richard Bass: No report. The Committee will meet next month at 10:30
a.m. before the membership meeting. Shelly will send a reminder notice to all members of the committee the week of
the meeting.

c)

Hazardous Materials Facility Liaison – Burch Estes: Burch has been reviewing the Bylaws and plans to ensure
the Committee adheres more closely to its responsibilities identified in the Bylaws.

d)

Planning – Lance Hardcastle: The Committee met today and discussed the recommendations from the 2016 La
Porte Transportation RMP and did a brainstorming exercise on taking the information provided from the RMP to

utilize for the LEPC. Reviewed six separate emergency response plans to see what the LEPC could learn as a
group. Will continue to discuss the new EPA ruling for May 30, 2017, on LEPC reporting’s of large and small waste
generators.
e)

Public Education & Information – Dena Mahan: Christmas on Main took place on December 1st and it was a great
turnout. Thank you to all the LEPC volunteers that worked the event. The volunteers handed out safety stockings
stuffed with preparedness information to over 600 people. In addition, safety stockings were distributed to the various
senior living communities in La Porte prior to Christmas. Thank you to Barbara Norwine and several other volunteers
that helped distribute the stockings to one of our senior living apartment communities.

f)

Membership Committee – Bill Bower: No report.

g)

Treasurer’s Report: We did not take in any receipts during the month of December. Total disbursements equaled
$9,369.35 for lunch, chairs for public education events, Shelter in Place supplies for La Porte ISD, giveaways for
Christmas on Main, secretarial services, etc. The total available funds as of December 31, 2016 was $30,671.22.
Copies of the 2017 Contribution Worksheet were made available in the back of the room. We will continue to email
them to the membership.

h)

Golf Tournament – Robert Eldridge: The Committee met this morning. The Golf Tournament will take place on
March 22nd. Registration forms were made available in the back of the room. The Committee is seeking
sponsorships, door prizes, and goodie bag items for the event.

Old Business
• A vote was taken to elect Ray Cook, Dow, as Treasurer for a 2-year term. No other nominations were received. Jeff
Suggs, Kuraray Septon, made a motion to elect Ray Cook as Treasurer of the LEPC. Kristin Gauthier, City of La
Porte, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried.
• Shelly discussed annual contributions and the LEPC membership update form. The membership update form should
be completed online by January 31st. Member contributions are due to the LEPC by April.
• Tier II Reports are due to the State, LEPC, and Fire Department by March 1st. Please email reports in the .t2s format
to LEPC@laportetx.gov.
• Jeff Suggs discussed allowing presentations for vendors that would like to explain the products and services their
companies provide. He asked that these vendors consider purchasing lunch for the membership on the day of their
presentation in exchange for the opportunity to present.
• Kristin announced that the LEPC has been awarded approximately $94,000.00 through the TCEQ LEPC Grant. The
grant will be used to convert remaining outdoor warning sirens from electric to solar, purchase radios for the La Porte
Fire Department, develop a Risk Management Plan based on fixed facilities in the LEPC, and develop an Emergency
Preparedness Guide for La Porte, Morgan’s Point, and Shoreacres.

New Business
• Donald Ladd and a representative from La Porte ISD spoke on the La Porte High School Shattered Dreams program.
A video was shown describing the positive impact the program has had on high school students in La Porte.
Information was made available for those companies wishing to support the program.
• The City of Pasadena will host a Tier II Training class on January 23rd. Flyers were made available in the back of the
room.
• Clayton announced that this year is the 30th Anniversary of the La Porte, Morgan’s Point, and Shoreacres LEPC. An
Ad Hoc Committee has been formed to plan an anniversary celebration this year. Jeff Suggs will chair that
Committee.
Presentations
• Jesse Davila from Intercontinental Terminals provided an overview of their facility.
Good of the Order
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made and passed. Meeting adjourned @ 12:15 p.m.

LA PORTE, MORGAN'S POINT, & SHOREACRES LEPC TREASURER'S REPORT

REPORT DATE: March 9, 2017
BALANCE AS OF LAST REPORT: February 9, 2017

Checking Account Balance

$89,136.25
TOTAL FUNDS:

RECEIPTS SINCE LAST MEETING:

$89,136.25

$53,445.18
TOTAL RECEIPTS SINCE LAST MEETING:

DISBURSEMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING:

$53,445.18

$437.84
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING:

$437.84

Checking Account Balance as of February 28, 2017

$142,143.59

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS as of Februay 28, 2017

$142,143.59

Shelly Simon
LEPC Coordinator

03/07/17

