Contact Information:

La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres

281-470-0010 Phone
laportelepc@gmail.com
www.laportelepc.org

Meeting Agenda
September 14, 2017
11:00 AM
La Porte ISD Support Services Building, located at 2015 Sens Road, La Porte, TX
Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Introductions
Approval of Minutes from Prior Month
Committee Reports
 Emergency Communications: Kristin Gauthier
A. Incidents
B. Reverse Drills
C. E‐Notify Updates: Dan Heiken
 Emergency Response and Resources: Richard Bass
 Hazardous Materials Facilities Liaison: Burch Estes
 Planning: Lance Hardcastle
 Public Education & Information: Dena Mahan
 Membership Committee: Bill Bower
 Treasurer’s Report: Shelly Simon
 Safety Fair: Dena Mahan
 30th Anniversary: Jeff Suggs
Old Business
 E‐Notify User Training Schedule Update: Jeff Suggs
New Business
 Vote on 2018 Proposed Budget: Clayton Hackett
 Vote on LEPC Chairperson Position: Clayton Hackett
Presentations
 Presentation by David Bierling, Texas A&M Transportation Institute
Good of the Order
Adjournment

La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres

Meeting Minutes
August 10, 2017
Call To Order
Clayton Hackett called to order the regular meeting of the LEPC on August 10, 2017 at 11:05 a.m. at 2015 Sens
Road, La Porte, Texas.
Introductions
Introductions were made around the room. Members are reminded to sign in at the front lobby, and at the back of the
room.
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting
A motion by Ray Cook, Dow Chemical, was made to accept the July 13, 2017 meeting minutes. Robert Eldridge,
Kuraray POVAL, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried.
Reports
a.

Emergency Communications – Kristin Gauthier:
1.

Incidents –
On Tuesday August 2, OxyVinyls LaPorte VCM Plant issued a Level 3 HazMat Notification due to an anhydrous
HCl leak. The source of the leak was a tubing failure on a pressure transmitter from the main aHCl pipeline that
is a feedstock to our process. Our onsite emergency response team responded and they were able to safely
isolate the leak and stop the release. There were no injuries associated with the release, however one individual
from a neighboring facility that reported smelling the HCl vapors. That individual was checked out by their
medical and returned to work.
The cause of the release was tube fitting corrosion. aHCl becomes corrosive when contacting moisture in air
and/or rain. We suspect that the tube fitting developed a small leak, and slowly over time, the aHCl corrosively
eroded the threads on the tube fitting, resulting in the failure and release. We have upgraded the metallurgy of the
tubing material to be more resistant to this type of corrosion. We are also evaluating the installation of a direct
mounted transmitter to eliminate the tubing long term.
Kristin emphasized the importance of being very clear when submitting an E-Notify message reporting a chemical
release to the air or to the ground so that all recipients are fully aware of what actually is occurring. The City
inadvertently issued a Level 3 offsite notification which triggered a shelter-in-place message to those that receive the
weekly Tuesday test. After review of the incident report, it was determined there wasn’t any effect to the city, so the all
clear was immediately issued.

2.
a)
b)

c)

Reverse Drills:
5/24/17 – Gulbrandsen: Facility was contacted around 8:00 p.m. Recording was received at listed contact
number.
7/27/17 – Albemarle: Facility was contacted by Dispatch around 10:33 p.m. No direct number; automated
answering; no answer at primary contact’s office; no answer on cell number listed; and no answer at
secondary contact’s office. Response received at 10:42 p.m., no information, and no all clear given.
8/4/17 – Kuraray La Porte: Facility was contacted by Dispatch around 8:00 p.m. No answer at 24-hour
verified update number.
Kristin reminded all members of the importance of verifying their 24-hour numbers with the LEPC.

3.

E-Notify Update – Dan Heiken: Dan was not present. Jeff provided an update on the E-Notify and CAER line
enhancement project, and announced that the administrative training will begin on September 6 and run until
the end of October. He encouraged all members to attend the training so they will be able to use the system
when it goes live on November 1. More information about the training was provided on flyers in the back of the
room.

a)

Emergency Response & Resources – Richard Bass: Richard reminded all members of the September
26th CIMA Zone 4 drill. We will be working with the school district and are in need of volunteers to serve as
evaluators at school buildings. He encouraged all members to participate, and reminded them that
breakfast and lunch will be served. A volunteer sign-up sheet will follow next month. The next committee
meeting is scheduled for September 14th.

b)

Hazardous Materials Facility Liaison – Burch Estes: No report.

c)

Planning – Lance Hardcastle: Lance announced that his committee had a kick-off meeting with David
Bierling, Texas A&M, to discuss the RMP Project. The kick-off date for the project is September 2017.
Lance reminded everyone that this project is similar to the Transportation Study RMP and that these two
studies should formulate action planning allowing the LEPC to continue to make improvements in
emergency response. The committee is also working on various other small projects. The next committee
meeting is scheduled for September 14th.

d)

Public Education & Information – Dena Mahan: Kristin announced that Bill Bower made a presentation at
La Porte ISD’s New Teacher Orientation, and that bags with information were given to all of the teachers.
Dena will be reaching out to committee members over the next month to ask for volunteers for the LEPC
booth at the Health & Safety Fair. A sign-up sheet will follow next month. Kristin thanked Bill for making the
presentation, and stressed the importance of making sure all new teachers know there are procedures in
place and what to do in case of a chemical emergency.

e)

Membership Committee – Bill Bower: Bill announced that he has been working on the member
attendance list making phone calls to members with less that eighty percent attendance. He reminded all
members to attend the meetings and sign-in on the attendance sheet in the back of the room.

f)

Treasurer’s Report: We did not take in any receipts for the month of July. Total disbursements equaled
$1,907.41, including graphics for the Emergency Preparedness Guide, $500 deposit for the Sylvan Beach
Pavilion for the 30th Anniversary Celebration, July luncheon, and Safety Fair signs. The total available funds
as of July 31, 2017 was $160,143.63.
Kristin reminded members that the high balance is because of a $92,000.00 TCEQ grant received that is
allocated for various projects, but has not yet been expended.

g)

Safety Fair – Kristin Gauthier: Kristin announced that the committee met this morning prior to the general
meeting to discuss logistics for the coming month in preparation of the Health & Safety Fair. The committee
is going to place signs and banners in the community, and flyers will be distributed in utility bills for more
advertisement. Kristin reminded all members to be sure and register for the event, and encouraged
everyone to participate as it is a great opportunity for industry to interact with the community. She also
mentioned that we are still in need of sponsorships or donations for door prizes, and that flyers and
registration forms have been placed at the back table.

h)

30th Anniversary – Jeff Suggs: Jeff announced the 30th Anniversary celebration event will take place on
Thursday, November 9, at the Sylvan Beach Pavilion and will showcase the projects that have been done by
the LEPC over the past thirty years to show the positive impact these projects have made in the community.
He suggested that we reach out to city and county elected officials, state representatives, and members of
congress. He has reached out to Harris County Judge Emmett, and he will be speaking. He also mentioned
that we are in need of corporate sponsorships to help with the funding of this event and asked for a motion
to be made to approve the $8,500 needed for this event. Motion was made by Ray Cook, Dow, and
seconded by Mark Turvey, Lubrizol. Clayton asked for a member vote, which was unanimously approved.
Kristin explained that a total of $3,000 was allocated by the Executive Committee for the celebration from
the following: $2,500 from the Golf Tournament that was intended for the Household Hazardous Waste Day,
which was canceled, and $500 from the LEPC Workshop, which was also canceled. Jeff mentioned that a
Save the Date and Corporate Sponsorship flyer with be forthcoming.

Old Business
a)

EPA Region 6 LEPC Webinars: Kristin encouraged all members to participate in these valuable workshops, and
said there was an informational flyer on the back table.

New Business
a)

b)

2018 Budget Proposal: Clayton presented the proposed 2018 LEPC budget and reminded all members it would be
emailed to them for review and voted on at the September meeting. Ray reminded all members if they have a budget
question they would like to address, to please send an email to one of the executive members.
Encumber $10,000 for 2018 Grant Expenses: Ray proposed a motion to encumber $10,000.00 from the 2017
Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness Grant to the 2018 budget. Motion was made by Richard Bass,
Kuraray SEPTON, and seconded by Kristin Gauthier, City of La Porte. Clayton asked for a member vote which was
unanimously approved.

c)

Nominations for LEPC Chairperson: Clayton announced that nominations for the LEPC Chairperson are open and
will be taken until the September meeting, when it will be voted on. Nominations were made for Ray Cook, Dow
Chemical, and Burch Estes, Eurecat USA.

Presentations
a)

A presentation was made by Mason Creager, F.I.R.S.T. in Rescue, Safety, and Training, who presented an overview
of their operations and how they can assist in the community. Thank you to F.I.R.S.T. for providing lunch today.

Good of the Order
a)

Clayton reminded all members that we do encourage vendors to make presentations at our meetings. He also
reminded all members to sign in the back of the room and at the front entrance lobby.

Adjournment
a)

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made and passed. Meeting adjourned @ 12:15 p.m.

LA PORTE, MORGAN'S POINT, & SHOREACRES LEPC TREASURER'S REPORT

REPORT DATE: September 14, 2017
BALANCE AS OF LAST REPORT: August 10, 2017

Checking Account Balance

$160,143.63
TOTAL FUNDS:

RECEIPTS SINCE LAST MEETING:

$160,143.63

$14,303.62 TOTAL RECEIPTS SINCE LAST MEETING:
$14,303.62

DISBURSEMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING:

$25,338.11
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING:

$25,338.11

Checking Account Balance as of August 31, 2017

$149,109.14

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS as of August 31, 2017

$149,109.14

Shelly Simon

LEPC Coordinator

09/14/17

