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Meeting Agenda 
October 12, 2017 

11:00 AM 
La Porte ISD Support Services Building, located at 2015 Sens Road, La Porte, TX  

 
 

Call to Order 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Introductions  

Approval of Minutes from Prior Month 

Committee Reports 
 Emergency Communications: Kristin Gauthier 

A. Incidents 
B. Reverse Drills 
C. E‐Notify Updates: Dan Heiken 

 Emergency Response and Resources: Richard Bass 
 Hazardous Materials Facilities Liaison: Burch Estes 
 Planning: Lance Hardcastle 
 Public Education & Information: Dena Mahan 
 Membership Committee: Bill Bower 
 Treasurer’s Report: Shelly Simon 
 30th Anniversary: Jeff Suggs 

 

Old Business 
 LEPC/CAER Training: Jeff Suggs 

 

New Business 
 Christmas on Main Street: Dena Mahan 

 

Presentations 
 Presentation by David Bierling, Texas A&M Transportation Institute 
 Presentation by Thomas Wolf, LyondellBasell La Porte 

 

Good of the Order 
 
Adjournment 

 

Lunch will be served by Kelly’s Country Cooking 
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Meeting Minutes 
    September 14, 2017 

 
 
Call To Order 

Clayton Hackett called to order the regular meeting of the LEPC on September 14, 2017 at 11:05 a.m. at 2015 Sens 
Road, La Porte, Texas.   

 
Introductions 

Introductions were made around the room.  Members are reminded to sign in at the front lobby, and at the back of the 
room. 

 
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 

A motion by Richard Bass, Kuraray SEPTON, was made to accept the August 10, 2017 meeting minutes.  Kristin 
Gauthier, City of La Porte, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried. 
 

Reminder about Shelter-in-Place Drill 
Richard Bass reminded all members of the change in date for the LPISD Shelter-in-Place drill that will take place on 
October 17, 2017.  He also reminded members of the importance of this drill for the safety and protection of all LPISD 
students and staff, and strongly encouraged member participation by signing up to be a volunteer evaluator.  A sign-
up sheet was passed around the room.   
 

Reports 
 

a. Emergency Communications – Kristin Gauthier:  
 

1. Incidents –  
a.   Sunday, August 20, at 8:10 a.m. - Baker Petrolite issued a Level 3 recommending all neighboring facilities 

to shelter in place because of a pump leak on Ethylene Oxide.  Kristin contacted Steve Buffington, and he 
stated that the Level 3 was issued in error, and that he would contact the facility and have them send an 
update.  They sent in a new Level 1 report for the incident.  Kristin contacted Steve again to let him know 
the facility issued a new Level 1 instead of downgrading the original Level 3 and that, by doing so, the 
information may not have reached all affected neighboring facilities.  Staff issued an “all clear” on the Level 
3 notification at 8:36 a.m.  Kristin stated there were some issues with E-Notify as to why there was only an 
email versus a text received for the all clear notification.  Dan will be taking a look at this issue. Kristin 
reminded all members that, when downgrading an incident, make sure you go in to the same incident 
report to do so. 

       
b. Monday, August 28, at 4:10 p.m. - The City of La Porte Dispatch Center received a phone call from a 

passerby who noticed a vapor cloud near 225 and 146. The La Porte Fire Department responded, and it 
was later determined to be a leak of Anhydrous Hydrogen Chloride from a pipeline owned by Williams 
Pipeline.  At 4:26 p.m., a shelter in place was issued for a localized area on the northeast side of La Porte 
by using the City’s phone notification system.  Staff then went into Emerge to activate three sirens for that 
area.  An error occurred during this process that unintentionally activated all alarms in the city. Staff issued 
a dispatcher-generated E-Notify at 4:29 p.m., but was not sure how to issue an “all clear”.  A follow-up 
phone notification was issued city-wide at 5:50 p.m., with an “all clear” being issued at 7:20 p.m.  Kristin will 
be working with Dan to identify what when wrong during activation of the sirens.  Kristin mentioned the City 
was faced with many challenges during the incident, with both internal and external communications, and 
that there are many lessons to be learned.  She also reminded members they will receive more than one 
message if they are on multiple lists in the City’s phone notification system, and that the system will retry 
the caller if they don’t answer the first time in certain situations. 

 
c.   Monday, August 14 at 11:38 a.m. - Trecora Chemical issued a Level 2.  They were changing processes 

and cleaning the reactor with mixed xylenes.  Xylene was boiling in the reactor. Pressure was about 25 
psig and temperature was about 345F.  The operator opened up nitrogen pressure into the tank at a set 
pressure of 30 psig.  The nitrogen regulator did not function as expected.  The pressure in the reactor rose 
quickly to about 45 psig when the rupture disk blew.  There was no relief valve on the reactor, so the xylene 
vented until the pressure reached ambient.  They immediately put cooling on the reactor and fire monitors 



on the release to knock down vapors and prevent hot vapors from igniting.  Material was moved out of the 
reactor and the rupture disk was replaced.  An all clear was issued at 12:55 p.m.  

 
2. Reverse Drills:   

a) 8/11/17 – DB Western: Facility was contacted by Dispatch. They submitted an E-Notify at 2:10 p.m.  An All 
Clear was submitted at 2:16 p.m.  No issues.   

b) 8/14/17 – Solvay: Facility was contacted by Dispatch at 12:05 p.m. They submitted an E-Notify at 12:19 
p.m.  An All Clear was submitted at 12:20 p.m.  No issues. 

c) 8/22/17 – INEOS Olefins and Polymers: Facility was contacted by Dispatch.  They submitted an E-Notify at 
8: 41 p.m.  An All Clear was submitted at 8:43 p.m.  No issues. 

d) 8/30/17 – Air Liquide Fairmont: Canceled due to Hurricane Harvey. 
e) 9/5/17 – OxyVinyls Battleground: Facility was contacted by Dispatch.  They submitted an E-Notify at 10:09 

a.m.  An All Clear was submitted at 11:12 a.m.  Dispatch advised that test notes did not state reverse drill 
testing.   

                      f)    9/13/17 – AkzoNobel Pasadena: Facility was contacted by Dispatch.  They submitted an E-Notify at 8:10  
       p.m.  Dispatch did not receive an All Clear. 
 

3. E-Notify Update – Dan Heiken: Dan reminded all members to sign up for the E-Notify/CAER Training that will 
begin on October 2.  Kristin mentioned that Jeff would provide more updates, and that flyers for the training had 
been placed at the back of the room. 
 

b. Emergency Response & Resources – Richard Bass:  Richard reported at the beginning of the meeting about the 
upcoming drill.  A sign-up sheet was passed around the room for volunteer evaluators.   

 
c. Hazardous Materials Facility Liaison – Burch Estes:  Burch announced that his committee met prior to the 

General Membership meeting to discuss ways to assist the Planning Committee moving forward. 
 

d. Planning – Lance Hardcastle: Lance announced that his committee has been working on ways in which they can 
support the annual Health & Safety Fair.  They are also continuing to work on the Fixed RMP Grant project, which is 
underway this year and will continue through May 2018.  Clayton reminded all members that David Bierling with 
Texas A&M will be presenting a short presentation at the October 12 meeting. 

 
e. Public Education & Information – Dena Mahan:  Dena announced there will be a meeting prior to the General 

Membership meeting on October 12 to discuss further details in preparation for the Safety Fair.  She reminded all 
members of the need for volunteers to help with the LEPC booth and encouraged all to sign up.  A signup sheet will 
be passed around the room.  She also reminded members that the next event the committee will be preparing for, 
Christmas on Main Street, is on Thursday, December 7.  A volunteer signup sheet will be forthcoming for this event 
as well. 
 

f. Membership Committee – Bill Bower:  No Report. Bill reminded all members that the CIMA Zone 4 drill will be on 
Tuesday, September 26, and that they will be conducting evaluator and specialist orientation beforehand.  More 
detailed information will follow soon.      

 
g. Treasurer’s Report: We took in receipts in the amount of $14,303.62, for contributions towards the La Porte Health 

& Safety Fair and for 2017 Membership and E-Notify dues. Total disbursements equaled $25,338.11 including Safety 
Fair signs and flyers, Adobe software, August luncheon, Emergency Preparedness Guide printing and mailing, 
secretarial services final payment for 2017, and trinkets for Christmas on Main Street. The total available funds as of 
August 31, 2017 was $149,109.14.   

 
Kristin reminded members that the high balance is because we have not expended all of the grant funds received 
from TCEQ in the amount of $92,000.00. 

 
h. Safety Fair – Dena Mahan: Dena announced the committee met prior to the General Membership meeting today, 

and they are still soliciting vendors for the Safety Fair.  She reminded all members to submit their registration forms if 
they plan to be a part of this event, and let them know registration forms were available on the back table.   She 
thanked all members for their sponsorships and donations towards the door prizes, and reminded all that the Wally 
Wise Photo Booth was still in need of a sponsorship.  She also announced that we will be preparing LEPC bags to 
hand out at the fair on Tuesday, September 19, at 10:00 a.m., in the PD Training room, and we need volunteers to 
help prepare those bags.  A signup sheet was passed around the room. 

 
i. 30th Anniversary – Jeff Suggs: Jeff announced that letters to the elected officials and sponsorship flyers will go out 

next week.  Clayton reminded all members that this event is for our primary membership, and that it will take the 
place of our monthly meeting on November 9, and will be at the Sylvan Beach Pavilion.   

 
Old Business 
 

a) E-Notify User Training Schedule Update:  Jeff announced that, due to Hurricane Harvey, they have elected to push 
back the roll out date until December 1, and that training will begin October 2.  It will be offered at the following 



locations: Jimmy Burke Center, Pasadena Convention Center, and the La Porte Police Department.  He reminded all 
members to register.  Flyers were placed at the back of the room.   
 

New Business 
 

a) 2018 Budget Proposal: Clayton announced there weren’t any questions or concerns received regarding the 2018 
Budget Proposal that was presented at the August meeting.  He asked for a motion to be made regarding the 2018 
Proposed Budget.  A motion by Ray Cook, Dow Chemical, was made to accept the 2018 Budget Proposal.  Richard 
Bass, Kuraray SEPTON, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried. 
 

b) Nominations for LEPC Chairperson: Clayton reminded all members that his term as Chairperson will be expiring at 
the end of 2017, and that we had two nominations from the floor, Ray Cook, Dow Chemical, and Burch Estes, 
Eurecat US.  Burch announced that he appreciated the nomination, but due to his workload and support level, he will 
have to decline his nomination, and asked that everyone fully support Ray.  Clayton asked for a motion.  A motion by 
Kristin Gauthier, City of La Porte, was made to elect Ray Cook, Dow Chemical, as the next LEPC Chairperson.  Jeff 
Suggs, Kuraray SEPTON, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried. 
  

Presentations 
No presentation was made.  Clayton reminded all members that David Bierling, TTI, would present his presentation at 
the October meeting. 
 

Good of the Order 
 

a) Kristin provided an update on the temporary debris site located on Choate Road, which was approved by Harris 
County and TCEQ.  The City of Pasadena and La Porte have expressed their concerns about the location to the 
County.  
 

b) Witt O’Brien’s announced they are hiring for post-Harvey response and referred members to www.wittobriens.com for 
more information. 
 

Adjournment 
 

a) Motion to adjourn the meeting was made and passed.  Meeting adjourned @ 11:50 a.m. 
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Checking Account Balance as of September 30, 2017 $116,397.33

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS as of September 30, 2017 $116,397.33
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Shelly Simon
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