
 La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres             Contact Information: 

281-470-0010 Phone 

laportelepc@gmail.com  
www.laportelepc.org  

 

Meeting Agenda 
January 11, 2018 

11:00 AM 
La Porte ISD Support Services Building, located at 2015 Sens Road, La Porte, TX  

 
Call to Order 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

Introductions  

Approval of Minutes from Prior Month 

Committee Reports 
 Emergency Communications: Kristin Gauthier 

A. Incidents 
B. Reverse Drills 
C. E‐Notify Updates: Dan Heiken 

 Emergency Response and Resources: Richard Bass 
 Hazardous Materials Facilities Liaison: Burch Estes 
 Planning: Lance Hardcastle 
 Public Education & Information: Dena Mahan 
 Membership Committee:  
 Treasurer’s Report: Shelly Simon 
 30th Anniversary: Jeff Suggs 

 

Old Business 
 Christmas on Main Street: Dena Mahan 

 

New Business 
 Vote on Treasurer Position: Ray Cook 
 Motion to encumber $18,000.00 from 2017 budget for TCEQ Grant funding into 2018 
budget year: Ray Cook 
 Motion to encumber $11,866.06 from 2017 budget year to 2018 budget year for projects to 
be identified: Ray Cook 
 2018 Meeting Presenters: Ray Cook 
 Membership Dues and Contact Information Update Forms: Ray Cook 

 

Presentations 
 Presentation by Chief Ray Nolen, City of La Porte EMS 
 

Good of the Order 
  PIO/JIC Training: Kristin Gauthier 

Adjournment 

 



              La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres                 Contact Information: 

281-470-0010 Phone 

laportelepc@gmail.com  
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Meeting Minutes 
    October 12, 2017 

 
 
Call To Order 

Clayton Hackett called to order the regular meeting of the LEPC on October 12, 2017 at 11:05 a.m. at 2015 Sens 
Road, La Porte, Texas.   

 
Introductions 

Introductions were made around the room.  Members are reminded to sign in at the front lobby, and at the back of the 
room. 

 
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 

A motion by Kristin Gauthier, City of La Porte, was made to accept the September 14, 2017 meeting minutes.  Kevin 
Pearce, Solvay Chemicals, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried. 
 

Reports 
 

a. Emergency Communications – Kristin Gauthier:  
 

1. Incidents –  
a.   Friday, October 6, at 7:10 a.m. – Dow Chemical issued a Level 3 for an unknown incident that occurred 

after they were doing a washout on a pit in preparation of a turnaround and during wash down operations 
the impact occurred causing an offsite odor.  They began air monitoring procedures and no detectable 
levels were found.  It did create an odorous smell, and they were contacted by Kuraray POVAL, letting 
them know of the offsite impact it was making.  It was detected that it was a Methyl Methacrylate leak, and   
a Level 3 notification was submitted, and all work operations stopped until they were able to fix the leak.  
No health effects from neighboring facilities or the community were reported.  Once leak was fixed, they 
followed with a Level 3 “All Clear” notification at 7:50 a.m.  Kristin made mention of the fifteen minute time 
span that occurred from the actual incident and in speaking with Ray, versus when the notification was 
submitted.  Ray reported measures had been taken to insure incident notifications are submitted in a 
timelier manner. 

       
b. Tuesday, September 19, at 7:16 a.m. - Noltex issued a Level 2 for a fire suppression system alarm 

activated in their Line 3 manufacturing unit. The site mustered for accountability and began to investigate 
the alarm. A level 2 notification was sent out due to the impact of the alarm to neighboring plants, and the 
unknown situation. Once the alarm was investigated by their Emergency Response Team, it was 
determined to be a false alarm. The all clear was sounded and personnel were allowed to return 
to work.  The all clear notification was submitted at 7:27 a.m. 

 
c.   Saturday, September 23 at 8:40 p.m. – Kuraray POVAL submitted a Level 1 with a shelter-in-place for the 

community listed in the recommended action section for a small fire in the Crushing Building that was put 
out by the Building Deluge System. Kristin announced that there wasn’t much information in the comment 
section which made it hard to understand what was actually taking place.  She discussed with the facility 
about the report listing the lab as the reporter but not having a contact number available, and the 
emergency contact person not answering.  Contact with the facility was eventually made, and an update 
was provided with more information at 8:50 p.m. An “All Clear” was submitted as an update in the comment 
section at 8:54 p.m., but an “All Clear” notification was never submitted. Robert announced that he had 
notified Dan to update the 24-hour numbers in the control room, and that the Lab contact pushed the wrong 
buttons because of verbiage confusion.  Kristin reminded all that if you check shelter-in-place with any level 
incident, to provide as much information as possible in the comment section. 

 
d.   Friday, October 6 at 6:48 a.m. – Kuraray POVAL issued a Level 1 with a shelter-in-place for the community 

with no information in the comment section about the incident, nor a number listed for the reporter.  La 
Porte Police Dispatch made contact with the emergency contact who did not have any information about 
the incident which occurred at 6:48 a.m. and gave them the control room number to contact where it was 
determined the incident was coming from Dow.  In addition, Kristin contacted the emergency contact and 
received the same response that Dispatch had received.  Kristin reminded all that if you are the facility 



emergency contact reporter or LEPC primary or secondary representative, and you receive a call from her 
or La Porte Police Dispatch about a shelter-in-place for the community, please use a more proactive 
approach with your response to the caller assuring them you will find out what is going on and get back 
with them as soon as possible instead of telling them you don’t know what’s going on and/or giving them 
another number to call.  Kristin will be meeting with staff to discuss further details regarding this incident.  
Kristin announced that she contacted Ray, Dow Chemical, at 6:55 a.m. to discuss their incident and a Level 
3 was submitted.  She also asked POVAL to update the Level 1 to include more information about how it 
was not a shelter-in-place for the community, it was internal, and that it was due to an odor from offsite.  
They submitted an “All Clear”.  Kristin reminded all of the benefit of using the comment section to better 
explain what is going on so that everyone has a clear picture and on the same page.  Robert announced 
that staff has been retrained, and that he has contacted Dan to update emergency contact numbers.  
Kristin also reminded all to verify their E-Notify emergency contact numbers to make sure they are current. 

 
Reverse Drills:   
a) 9/21/17 – Kuraray EVAL: Facility was contacted by Dispatch at 3:20 a.m. They submitted an E-Notify at 

3:29 a.m.  An All Clear was submitted at 3:38 a.m.  No issues.   
b) 9/27/17 – Chemours: Facility was contacted by Dispatch at 10:00 a.m.  No answer was received.  
c) 10/05/17 – Noltex: Facility was contacted by Dispatch at 8:00 p.m. They submitted an E-Notify at 8:10 p.m.  

Dispatch did not receive an All Clear. 
 
Kristin reminded all to remember to submit an All Clear for any drills.   
 
Shaye reminded all that, when calling Dispatch for an ambulance, please specify if the incident is chemical 
or non–chemical related, and to please provide as much information as available to Dispatch if it is a 
chemical related incident so they can let Emergency Medical Services (EMS) know what to expect before 
their arrival to your facility. 
 

2. E-Notify Update – Dan Heiken: Dan reminded all members about the two upcoming E-Notify/CAER Training 
classes being offered, one in Pasadena, and one in La Porte.  Kristin reminded all that there were flyers with the 
schedules in the back of the room, and that if you have not already sent a representative from your facility, to 
please do so for one of the last two sessions.  She also mentioned that members could get in touch with Dan or 
Jeff regarding the E-Notify upgrades.  The “Go Live” date is set for December 1, 2017. 
 

b. Emergency Response & Resources – Richard Bass:  Dena announced that the LEPC, in conjunction with La 
Porte Independent School district (LPISD), will be having a shelter-in-place drill on Tuesday, October 17, 2017.  She 
reminded all that if they would like to volunteer to be an evaluator, to please let her know, and that we will meet at 
7:15 a.m. at the La Porte Police Department.  Breakfast and lunch will be provided.   

 
c. Hazardous Materials Facility Liaison – Burch Estes:  No report. 

 
d. Planning – Lance Hardcastle: Kristin announced that David Bierling, Texas A&M Transportation Institute, would be 

doing a brief presentation today on the Risk Management plan project being funded by the TCEQ LEPC grant. 
 

e. Public Education & Information – Dena Mahan:  Dena announced that Christmas on Main Street is coming up on 
Thursday, December 7, and of the need for booth volunteers from 4:45 – 8:15 p.m. to pass out safety information 
packets.  She encouraged all to volunteer as this is a good opportunity to interact with the community letting them 
know about your facility, and what the LEPC is all about.  A sign-up sheet was passed around.  As a follow-up to the 
Safety Fair, she also mentioned that we had a good turnout, but that attendance was down a bit this year due to 
Hurricane Harvey.  We received positive feedback from the community and the vendors.  She thanked all who 
volunteered their time, and thanked the facilities who provided sponsorships and door prize donations.  Kristin 
mentioned that while it was very challenging having this event so shortly after Harvey, she believed that it was a very 
uplifting and positive event that the community appreciated.  She thanked everyone for their positive support.  She 
also mentioned that on October 21, the City will be having a new event called “The Search for Lafitte’s Gold”, which is 
similar to the Mardi Gras on Main event.  She encouraged members to participate in the Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) “Jingle Bell Run” and/or the City’s “Lighted Christmas Parade” on Friday, December 8.    
  

f. Membership Committee – Bill Bower:  No Report.  
 

g. Treasurer’s Report: We took in receipts in the amount of $1.20, for a refund by U-Haul Equipment for the 
overpayment of the truck rental used for the La Porte Health & Safety Fair. Total disbursements equaled $32,713.01, 
including a new Safety Fair banner and signs, Safety Fair bag stuffing lunch, U-HAUL truck rental used for Safety 
Fair, dinner for Safety Fair student volunteers, vendor payments for Safety Fair, Adobe software, September 
luncheon, postage for mailing of 30th Anniversary invitations, payment to Texas A&M Transportation Institute for 
TCEQ grant agreement, and payment for La Porte Fire Department radios which is provided by the TCEQ grant. The 
total available funds as of September 30, 2017 was $116,397.33.   

 
h. 30th Anniversary – Jeff Suggs: Jeff announced that letter invitations have been mailed to the elected officials.  He 

reminded members of the sponsorship flyers in the back of the room, and thanked Dow, CTEH, and INEOS for their 
sponsorships.  He encouraged others to participate, as it will help with the offset of food costs.  He also reminded all 



to RSVP as soon as possible, because we need an accurate count since this is a catered event.  He encouraged 
plant managers and primary or secondary representatives to attend.  Kristin announced that if any member did not 
receive the emailed invite, to please get with her after the meeting.  She reminded all that we will send the emailed 
invite out again after today’s meeting. 

 
Old Business 
 

a) E-Notify User Training Schedule Update:  Jeff announced that there are two morning and afternoon sessions left, 
and that the administrator and user training are very similar, so there isn’t a need to attend both.  Clayton reminded 
all that there is still time to sign-up, and that there are schedule flyers in the back of the room. 
 

New Business 
 

a) Nominations for LEPC Treasurer: Jeff reminded all members that, with Ray Cook moving into the Chairperson 
position for 2018, the Treasurer position will be vacant.  Please see Ray or Jeff if you are interested in filling the 
position.  Kristin reminded all that this position is more of a review/oversight of the financial work done by the LEPC 
Coordinator, and is not a heavy time commitment. 
 

b) Presentations: A presentation was made by David Bierling, Texas A&M Transportation Institute, who presented an 
overview of the Risk Management Plan project which is funded by TCEQ LEPC grant.   
 

Good of the Order 
 

a) Kristin reminded all that the LEPC received $92,000.00 for the TCEQ LEPC grant and that $55,000.00 of that amount 
is going towards the Risk Management Plan project, and $15-$20,000.00 is going towards radios that have already 
been purchased for the La Porte Fire Department.  The grant has also paid for the printing of the Emergency 
Preparedness Guide, and will be paying for the solar upgrades to the City’s five outdoor alarm systems that are 
currently electric. 
 

b) An announcement of the Lynchburg Ferry remaining closed was made due to both landings being destroyed from 
Hurricane Harvey. The projected completion date for this project is February, 2018. 

 
c) Clayton reminded members that the November meeting will be the 30th Anniversary Celebration which will be held at 

Sylvan Beach Pavilion from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Adjournment 
 

a) Motion to adjourn the meeting was made and passed.  Meeting adjourned @ 11:43 a.m. 
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