
 La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres Contact Information: 

281-470-0010 Phone
laportelepc@gmail.com 

www.laportelepc.org 

Meeting Agenda 
April 12, 2018 

11:00 AM 
La Porte ISD Support Services Building, located at 2015 Sens Road, La Porte, TX 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Introductions  

Approval of Minutes from Prior Month 

Committee Reports 
 Emergency Communications: Kristin Gauthier

A. Incidents
B. Reverse Drills
C. E-Notify Updates: Dan Heiken

 Emergency Response and Resources: Richard Bass
 Hazardous Materials Facilities Liaison: Burch Estes
 Planning: Lance Hardcastle
 Public Education & Information: Dena Mahan
 Membership Committee: Clayton Hackett
 Treasurer’s Report: Sydney Kennedy
 Golf Tournament: Jeff Suggs

Old Business 
 2018 Meeting Presenter Schedule: Ray Cook
 Membership Dues and Contact Information Update Forms: Sydney Kennedy
 Tier II Reports: Dena Mahan

New Business 

Presentations 

 Presentation by David Sonnier, Lubrizol Bayport 

Good of the Order 

Adjournment 

 May 2, 2018 - EHCMA Industry Hurricane Workshop: Kristin
 June 12, 2018 - EPA Region 6 LEPC Workshop: Kristin

 Brag Report

mailto:laportelepc@gmail.com
http://www.laportelepc.org/
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Meeting Minutes 
March 8, 2018 

 
 
Call To Order 

Raymond Cook called to order the regular meeting of the LEPC on March 8, 2018 at 11:03 a.m. at 2015 
Sens Road, La Porte, Texas.   

 
Introductions 

Introductions were made around the room.  Members are reminded to sign in at the back of the room. 
 
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 

A motion by Justin Cox, OxyVinyls, was made to accept the February 8, 2018 meeting minutes.  Kristin 
Gauthier, City of La Porte, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried. 
 

Reports 
a. Emergency Communications – Kristin Gauthier:  

1. Incidents – 
a) Level 3: Jake Leavins, Linde Gas, reports the following: There was an incident at Linde’s La Porte 

facility on Strang Rd at 11:17 hours on February 14, 2018. A 10” syngas pipe failed on the 6th 
level of one of the units due to overheating of the pipe. The failure resulted in a loud noise and 
rapid depressurization of the unit. People heard two loud noises that may have been the result of 
a very small ignition immediately after the rupture and then burned back to the source resulting in 
a short-lived Hydrogen fire from the syngas piping until the equipment was shut down and 
depressurized. The Complex Emergency team was called as a precaution and they staged at the 
Linde site until the plant was secured. Other local emergency services responded to the site as a 
precaution as well. There was no impact to the environment and there were no injuries reported. 
The incident is still under investigation.  
E-Notify: Dan Heiken stated that, out of the different incident types, most deal with “downwind” 
notification.  This is why many facilities did not receive the notification. Dan will work to ensure the 
default for an explosion is changed to a circular pattern of notification instead of a downwind 
pattern. 
Response: Donald Ladd commended Linde Gas on their direction on the scene; operations knew 
exactly what was happening and how to handle it. Incident road closure standards were 
reiterated: ensure facility coordination with City Incident Command for any industry emergency 
response personnel that should be allowed through roadblocks.    

b) Level 2: AkzoNobel Battleground: February 28th, One of their tanks was receiving maintenance 
when a thermal expansion occurred which blew a gasket. All clear was sent around noon when 
maintenance state was believed to have been reached. However, once further insulation was 
removed, the fire was relit and a Level 2 was reissued. Good communication was maintained 
throughout the incident. 

c) Level 2: Co Deborde, Lyondell Basell Bayport Polymers, reports the following: On March 1, 2018, 
the LyondellBasell Bayport Polymers site had a grass fire within our site perimeter fence line. The 
location of the grass fire was well outside the perimeters of our operating units, at the SE corner 
of the site. Our emergency response team responded and extinguished the small fire. No injuries 
occurred due to the incident. A Level 2 notification was submitted due to visible smoke from the 
grass fire until extinguished.  

d) Level 2: AkzoNobel Battleground: On March 7th, there was a dumpster fire on site that occurred 
due to misplaced material; site was re-trained on what materials can go in different trash 
receptacles. Good communication was maintained throughout the incident. 
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Kristin emphasized that more information is necessary in the comments section to give OEM and 
Dispatch a better picture of what is going on and what caused the incident. 
 

2. Reverse Drills – Kristin Gauthier:   
a) 2/15/18 – Dow Bayport (Rohm and Haas): Facility was contacted by Dispatch at 10:24 a.m. 

They submitted an E-Notify at 10:26 a.m. An All Clear was submitted at 10:36 a.m. No issues. It 
was noted that for plants that have multiple sites, Dispatch needs to verify site.  

b) 2/20/18 – AkzoNobel Pasadena: Facility was contacted a little after 8:00 p.m. All clear was 
about 10 minutes later. Shift lead reported no issues occurred.  

c) 2/28/18 – Air Liquide Fairmont: Recording status was reported by dispatch due to updated 
contact list not being used; this was an internal error and has been fixed. 

 
Kristin stated that if the plant has closing hours or works a skeleton crew at night, let La Porte 
Dispatch know so that they can work out a time that is best to have a Reverse Drill. 
 

3. E-Notify Update – Dan Heiken:  On February 13th, some communication errors were observed 
which led to switching servers.  
 

b. Emergency Response & Resources – Richard Bass:  Shelter-in-Place assessment at LPHS is still 
being planned. The committee is currently working on a course of action that will be assessed later this 
month. There is a challenge in students coming and going from campus throughout the day that is also 
being looked into. Ray Cook stated that the Joint Drill between La Porte, Deer Park, Southeast Regional, 
North Channel, and other local LEPCs is upcoming. Goals and objectives that are to be met are being 
discussed to design a need-based drill. This drill is scheduled tentatively for October 30th with a hotwash 
on November 7th.  

 
c. Hazardous Materials Facility Liaison – Burch Estes: The committee has not met, but according to the 

Bylaws are meant to work with the Planning Committee, which Burch has joined. Household Hazardous 
Waste Day has been moved to October, so the volunteer sign-up sheet will be sent out again closer to 
that date.  

 
d. Planning – Burch Estes on behalf of Lance Hardcastle: Kristin is currently working on putting together 

a flyer for participation in the LEPC Activity Survey for community feedback. This is being done for 
thoughts on improving and promoting LEPC activity. The Texas A&M study is still moving forward and the 
LEPC was granted an extension for this project.   

 
e. Public Education & Information – Dena Mahan: Mardi Gras on Main was successful this year; there 

was a lot of foot traffic at the booth. The Wally Wise Program begins on 3/19/18. Students will be 
watching the Wally Wise video created by the LPHS theatre students, then will be visited by Wally Wise 
during their PE classes. Dena asked that people think of more modern ideas for the Baker Poster 
Contest, possibly something involving digital media.  
 

f. Membership Committee – Clayton Hackett: No report.  
 

g. Treasurer’s Report – Sydney Kennedy: In February, we took in receipts in the amount of $23,466.65. 
Total disbursements equaled $51,176.59. The total available funds as of February 28, 2018 were 
$81,670.97. Receipts consisted entirely of annual contributions. Disbursements included February 
meeting lunch, E-Merge payment ($50,000), Safety Fair and office supplies. 

 
h. Golf Tournament – Jeff Suggs: Jeff requested more door prizes, and lunch and dinner sponsors for the 

LEPC golf tournament taking place on March 22nd. He also requested that more people participate in the 
tournament, as we do still have several team openings. 
 

Old Business 
 

a) 2018 Meeting Presenter Schedule – Ray Cook: Sign-up sheet was displayed at front. June and 
September meetings still need presenters. Need overviews of facilities. Vendor companies can give 
presentations and sponsor lunch. In the future, if presenters do not fill up with volunteers, we will rotate 
through the membership roster.   

b) Membership Dues and Contact Information Update Forms – Sydney Kennedy: For the companies 
still missing membership dues and contact information, these lists were placed in the back of room with 
sign in sheets. Dues should have been received by the March meeting. Forms located in the back of 



room, and emailed out. Credit card payments are available. Correct 24-hour numbers are needed for 
contact information. Membership form has to be done online, and the link will be emailed again.  

c) Tier II Reports – Dena Mahan: Tier II Reports were due to the LEPC, State and local Fire Department by 
March 1st. Email to the state, copy LEPC on email, which will satisfy your reporting commitment. Email 
receipt will be sent. For those missing Tier II reports, list was placed in back of room.  
 

New Business 
 

a) Household Hazardous Waste Day date change: Burch Estes stated that the City is interested in 
hosting this event. The date has moved from April to October. Sometime in late summer, a volunteer sign-
up list will be sent out again.  

b) Industry Hurricane Workshop - Kristin: EHCMA Industry Hurricane Workshop will take place on May 
2nd at the Pasadena Convention Center from 8:00 a.m to 11:30 a.m. There will be good speakers. A flyer 
will be sent out with a registration link, and everyone is encouraged to attend.  
 

Presentations 
 

a) Presentation by Jeff Tippit, LPPD – DOT Officer: gave a presentation on the local DOT efforts and 
challenges in La Porte. 

 
Good of the Order 
 

a) Brag Report: Kristin spoke about highlighting positive things that industry is doing in the community. 
Sydney will send out email with more details.  
 

Adjournment 
 

a) Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mark Turvey, Lubrizol Bayport. Richard Bass, Kuraray EVAL, 
seconded the motion and it was passed.  Meeting adjourned @ 12:21 p.m. 
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