
 La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres Contact Information: 

281-470-0010 Phone
laportelepc@gmail.com 

www.laportelepc.org 

Meeting Agenda 
August 9, 2018 

11:00 AM 
Evelyn Kennedy Civic Center, located at 618 San Jacinto St., La Porte, TX 

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Introductions  

Approval of Minutes from Prior Month 

Committee Reports 

 Emergency Communications: Kristin Gauthier
A. Incidents
B. E-Notify Updates: Dan Heiken

 Emergency Response and Resources: Richard Bass
 Hazardous Materials Facilities Liaison: Burch Estes
 Planning: Lance Hardcastle
 Public Education & Information: Dena Mahan
 Membership Committee: Clayton Hackett
 Treasurer’s Report: Sydney Kennedy
 Safety Fair: Dena Mahan 

Old Business 

 Contact Information Update Forms: Sydney Kennedy
 E-Notify Training: Kristin Gauthier
 Household Hazardous Waste Day: Burch Estes 

New Business 

Presentations 

 Presentation by CTEH

Good of the Order 

Adjournment 

 Brag Report

 Vote on LEPC Vice Chairperson
 Vote on LEPC 2019 Budget

mailto:laportelepc@gmail.com
http://www.laportelepc.org/


              La Porte, Morgan’s Point, & Shoreacres                 Contact Information: 

281-470-0010 Phone 
laportelepc@gmail.com  

www.laportelepc.org  

 

Meeting Minutes 
July 12, 2018 

 
 
Call To Order 

Ray Cook called to order the regular meeting of the LEPC on July 12, 2018 at 11:05 a.m. at 2015 Sens 
Road, La Porte, Texas.   

 
Introductions 

Introductions were made around the room.  Members are reminded to sign in at the back of the room. 
 
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting 

A motion by Kristin Gauthier, City of La Porte, was made to accept the May 10, 2018 meeting minutes.  
Shaye Lister, City of La Porte, seconded the motion. A vote was taken; Motion carried. 
 

Reports 
a. Emergency Communications – Kristin Gauthier:  

1. Incidents – 
a) Level 3: Kuraray EVAL – Eric Bass spoke about the incident that occurred at the EVAL facility 

on May 19th. They will provide more information as they as able to in the future.  Donald Ladd 
(LPFD) and Lisa Camp (LPEMS) stated the importance of facilities clearly identifying where it is 
that responders need to go, as some facilities have multiple entry points. Lisa gave an example of 
a casualty collection point that would benefit EMS.  

b) Level 3: Box Truck Fire on June 8th – Kristin provided an overview of the incident that occurred 
on June 8th.  She addressed some of the challenges with internal and external communications 
that were experienced during the incident.  The City issued a city-wide Shelter in Place, but is 
working to improve the Emerge system to make this process easier for Dispatch and the EOC.  
The Emerge industry group received the initial Shelter in Place call, but did not receive any phone 
updates.  In addition, an E-Notify report and CAER Online message were not sent.  Kristin took 
responsibility for this and the confusion it caused.  Corrective actions include additional training 
for EOC and PIO staff, improvements to Emerge and E-Notify for the City, and allowing industry 
to opt-in to receive such alerts.  If a facility wishes to continue receiving emergency alerts, they 
need to let Sydney know.  

c) Level 1: Trecora – A representative from Trecora provided an update on a fire that occurred at 
their facility on June 16th.  Kristin stated that the fire was visible to the public, but the City did not 
receive an E-Notify report until over an hour and a half after the incident occurred.  Kristin already 
visited with Trecora about this issue, and they are taking steps to provide additional training for 
employees. 

 
Kristin stated that no one should hesitate to ask OEM for assistance in submitting an E-Notify. This is 
something the City can assist with to get information out there when the facility is struggling to do so.  
She encouraged members to be careful about how they describe any injuries, etc, in the E-Notify 
comments section, as this information can make it to the public/media. 

 
2. Reverse Drills – Kristin Gauthier:   

a) 5/18/18 – Air Products: Dispatch was unable to contact Air Products due to no phone number 
being given. The phone number in CAD had only an after hours recording. 

b) 5/22/18 – ALTIVIA: Facility was contacted by Dispatch. They submitted an E-Notify at 2:14 a.m. 
An All Clear was not submitted.  

c) 5/31/18 – Braskem: Facility was contacted by Dispatch at 10:18 a.m. They submitted an E-Notify 
at 10:40 a.m. An All Clear was not submitted. Dispatch reported that the E-Notify came in as a 
Level 1 Yellow. 
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d) 06/04/18 – Foremark: Facility was contacted by Dispatch at 8:25 p.m. They submitted an E-
Notify at 8:33 p.m. An All Clear was submitted at 8:37 p.m. No issues.  

e) 06/13/18 – Eurecat: Recording status was reported by dispatch. Kristin was notified and this 
issue is being worked on. 

f) 06/22/18 – Gulbrandsen: Recording status was reported by dispatch. Kristin was notified and 
this issue is being worked on. 

g) 06/26/18 – INVISTA: Facility was contacted. No response was received. 
h) 07/05/18 - BOSTCO: Facility was contacted. No response was received.  
i) 07/09/18 – PeroxyChem: One number was a fax machine and the other was disconnected. This 

was reported by dispatch. This issue has been fixed. 
 
Kristin stated that reverse drills would be suspended until further notice. She also stated we will 
be working to provide instructions for Dispatch on what option to select when they call a facility’s 24-
hour number and have to work through a call attendant to speak to someone. 
 

3. E-Notify Update – Dan Heiken: Dan encouraged attendance at the E-Notify Trainings taking place in 
the La Porte EOC for two sessions (a.m. and p.m.) on August 22nd or the Pasadena EOC on August 
23rd. He also stated that he is working on creating multiple pre-set CAER messages of the same type 
of incidents.  
 

b. Emergency Response & Resources – Richard Bass: No report. 
 

c. Hazardous Materials Facility Liaison – Burch Estes: No report. 
 

d. Planning – Kristin Gauthier on behalf of Lance Hardcastle: The Risk Management Plan has been 
completed, and the LEPC Executive Committee plans on asking David Bierling to present his findings to 
the LEPC membership at the August meeting.  

 
e. Public Education & Information – Dena Mahan: New Teacher Orientation is taking place on August 

2nd. They will be presented with information regarding SIP and hazards in the area. The LPISD Wellness 
Fair is taking place on August 6th, from 12-3pm. Dena encouraged industry participation to join La Porte 
OEM with a joint booth to provide information on the LEPC.  

 
f. Safety Fair – Dena Mahan: The Safety Fair Committee met prior to the July LEPC meeting and 

welcomed several new members. Dena thanked Lonestar Ecology, AkzoNobel, and Nissan Chemical for 
their sponsorship of the Bike Safety bicycles. The following sponsors are still needed: Face Painting, 
Rock Wall and the Wally Wise Photo Booth. There was a sign-up sheet passed around seeking those 
sponsors. There will be a sign with your company name and logo with your sponsored activity. Safety Fair 
flyers were passed around to the membership as well. Dena also thanked the LEPC for their sponsorship 
of snow cones for the Public Safety Pool Parties. Photos were displayed to the membership of the first 
Public Safety Pool Party, held on June 28th. The turnout was extraordinary and the public seemed to 
enjoy the event. 
 

g. Membership Committee – Clayton Hackett: Clayton intends on recruiting more LEPC members 
throughout the community. He asks that more people join the Membership Committee and reminds the 
membership that they are required to join a committee. The next meeting of the Membership Committee 
will be held directly before the August LEPC Membership Meeting, where they will review New 
Membership Packets.   

 
h. Treasurer’s Report – Sydney Kennedy: In May, we took in receipts in the amount of $6,325.19. Total 

disbursements equaled $16,328.47. The total available funds as of May 31st, 2018 were $106,489.35. 
Receipts consisted entirely of annual contributions. Disbursements included May meeting lunch, office 
supplies, Baker Program prizes, secretarial services ($10,000), and siren repairs ($5,000).  

 
In June, the total disbursements equaled $19,013.65. The total available funds as of June 30th, 2018 
were $87,475.50. No receipts were accepted in June. Disbursements included office supplies, final Risk 
Management Plan Development payment to Texas A&M ($18,000), a canopy tent for outdoor events, and 
1/3 of the EPA Region 6 LEPC Workshop’s lunch in June. 

 
 
 
 



Old Business 
 

a) Membership Dues and Contact Information Update Forms – Sydney Kennedy: For the companies 
still missing membership dues and contact information, these lists were placed in the back of room with 
sign in sheets. Dues should have been received by the March meeting. Forms located in the back of 
room, and emailed out. Credit card payments are available. Correct 24-hour numbers are needed for 
contact information. Membership form has to be done online, and the link will be emailed again.  

b) Resignation of current LEPC Chair and assumption of position – Ray Cook: Ray Cook has stepped 
down as LEPC Chairperson due to a change in employment. Jeff Suggs (Kuraray) will be assuming the 
position of LEPC Chairperson through the current term, ending 12/31/19. 
 

New Business 
 

a) Accept nominations for LEPC Vice Chairperson - Ray Cook: Nominations will be accepted from the 
floor for the LEPC Vice Chairperson. Members will have until the August LEPC meeting to come forward 
with a nomination and voting will take place at the August LEPC meeting. If anyone is interested in the 
position, they are encouraged to reach out to Sydney Kennedy. 

b) Establish ad-hoc committee for the SIP Educational Campaign – Kristin Gauthier: Sydney Kennedy 
was appointed the Chair of the ad-hoc committee for the SIP Educational Campaign. Members are 
encouraged to join this committee and give industry input on looking at the gap in SIP protocols identified 
during the last SIP event such as outdoor activities, non-residents in the area, parks, new residents, etc.  

 
Presentations 
 

a) Budget Presentation – Ray Cook: Ray presented the proposed 2019 LEPC budget and reminded all 
members that it would be emailed to them for review and voted on at the August meeting.  

b) A Presentation was given by M&M Protection primarily to provide an overview of their company’s Spill 
Kits. 

 
Good of the Order 
 

a) Jugging: The membership was told of a jugging incident that took place this week at a facility. Jugging 
occurs when an attacker follows you from the bank to another location then breaks into your car hoping 
for money.  He encouraged members to stay aware of their surroundings. 

b) Witt O’Brien’s Compliance Workshop: Witt O’Brien’s will be holding a Free Compliance Workshop on 
July 24th and members are encouraged to attend.  

c) Brag Report:  
a. A big thank you was given to M&M Protection for their presentation and for providing lunch for the 

July meeting. 
 

Adjournment 
 

a) Meeting adjourned @ 12:35 p.m. 
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